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How Long Will It Take 
 

A capacity crowd thronged the Chamber of Commerce meeting on 2nd St just east 

of Palm.  Cars lined Pierson for blocks and the parking lot in front of the 

association hall was packed with cars. The date was October 17th, 1950, and the 

good news that brought the whole town out was that the overpass across the 

railroad at Garnet on Indian Canyon had finally been approved. Garnet hill will be 

used as a support. 

They announced that federal, state, and county funds would pay for the project, 

and that the construction would begin in January 1951. AC Keith, County Road 

commissioner, is well aware of the danger of this crossing. People expect the 

overhead to prevent many deaths. Actually, I don't think there were any deaths, but 

there could have been. 

Allotting funds does not an overhead make and in 1954 Cy Covey was lauded for 

getting the overhead through in the face of a much-needed overhead in Riverside 

city. With Earl Kaufman of the Desert Inn, they got Southern Pacific behind it and 

revived a dead issue.  It was actually completed by June 1953. Not bad for dealing 

with multiple government agencies. 

To put this into perspective, the Chamber of Commerce started working on the 

overpass project in 1941.  We should hope our bridge over the Whitewater Wash 

can happen faster than that. 

At the same meeting the state forestry in Riverside discussed ways and means of 

forming a fire district in Desert Hot Springs. This project will give impetus to 

installing fire plugs and lowering insurance rates. 


