Desert Hot Springs Historical Society Fun Fact
Enjoying History in Small Doses
February 2024

LEANNA BONAMICI

Leanna Bonamici grew up in various cities throughout the Southern
California area from the beach to the desert. She worked in retail
primarily in the wine industry. After she studied filmmaking at UCLA
she moved to Desert Hot Springs and with the help of her father and her
siblings she purchased the old Desert Hot Springs post office at 66321
Pierson Boulevard and created Casablanca Studios. She especially
wanted to create a chapter of women in film and television and
encourage filmmakers from Los Angeles to utilize the desert and its
beautiful surroundings in their products and commercials.

Leanna went on to form PSWIFT (the Palm Springs chapter of Women in
Film and Television). Their first meeting took place in January 2001 at
Capra’s Cafe in Palm Springs. She launched other production companies and
her main pleasure was in helping young filmmakers in their careers. For 11
years PSWIFT has honored women who have broken through the glass ceiling
in film with their Broken Glass awards.

Leanna was very much involved in helping organizations throughout the
Coachella Valley. Sadly, Leanna passed away on July 6th of 2023.

The old post office which became Casablanca Studios has now become the
microBUDDERY, which is another story of itself.



