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After the Storm

Tropical storm Hillary gave us a good idea of what our compatriots are facing
during hurricane season. We will never forget the images on TV of elderly people
rescued from their nursing home surrounded by 4 feet of mud, roads washed out,
flooded streets, the 1-10 freeway closed in both directions.

In August of 1951, the Desert Sentinel reported a mighty rainstorm.The rain came
down in sheets, not drops. With lightning flashing, thunder roaring and water
rolling off the mountains, it created a flash flood of monumental proportions not
experienced since 1929. Despite the fierceness of the rain, there was very little
damage done west of Palm Drive, from which the editor concluded that Desert Hot
Springs had been proven to be one of the “safest places in California”.

The area east of Palm drive did not fare so well. Vi Dinsmore’s Blue heaven
sustained considerable damage. The worst was tons of stacked cement bags
delivered the day before the downpour. La Posada Lez-nah on Corkhill Road
sustained considerable damage and had silt and water flooding around the beautiful
buildings to a height of two to three feet. A woman was caught outdoors on
crutches and was swept away by the flood, landing safely on the patio. She
announced that she had arrived bed-ridden but had improved so much due to the
natural hot curative baths that she intends remaining indefinitely.

Wide canyon east of DHS was a raging river that flooded and cut off Dillon Road
and Mountain View, at that time known as Seven Palms Road.

The editor opined that despite the criticisms of the flood control on the west side of
Palm Drive, it had done overall an admirable job and he thanked A. A. Wardman
For putting up $50,000 to save the town. Driving around town during the storm
and seeing the river of water that the flood channel was carrying was proof that it
had done a fantastic job of sparing the town.

Current residents can give thanks to the city authorities over the years who hassled
and cajoled Riverside County into building flood control channels to prevent
damage in desert Hot Springs. And of course to A. A. Wardman.



