
2021-09 Desert Hot Springs Gets an Observatory 

 

In 2016, Haidet’s Hardware closed after having been a fixture in Desert Hot 
Springs for 71 years. John Haidet, an asthma sufferer, brought his family 
from Ohio for the clear dry air and he started the Hardware store in 
1945.  At one point the Desert Sentinel mentioned that if Haidet's didn't 
have it it hadn't been invented yet or it was too new to have reached Desert 
Hot Springs.  Son Jim Haidet took over the business in 1959 as age was 
catching up with his Dad. 
 

By 1966, the Desert Sentinel announced that Desert Hot Springs would 
have our own amateur Observatory, with an electric motor clock driven 8” 
reflector telescope that Is capable of observing thousands of small craters 
on the moon; resolve star clusters, double Stars, nebulae, satellites of 
Jupiter, rings of Saturn and other Celestial phenomena.  The telescope was 
placed at 6846 Desert View, at the corner of Mountain View. 
 

Haidet said it took more than 100 hours to grind the reflector and many 
more hours making the celestial access and mounting. The electric motor 
would direct the telescope to follow an object to compensate for the earth 
rotation on its axis. Another intricate job Haidet is working on is building an 
amateur radio transmitter to talk around the world from his home radio 
station.  
 

There is no further word about the observatory.  If one of our members has 
any further information, it would be welcome. 
 

 

 

 


