2021-03 Kingdom of the Dolls

Who knew what winning $100 in a 1958 contest in Los Angeles for best
dressed doll would lead to? Her 6-inch doll became Marie Antoinette
and she was hooked. Fast forward to the early 1970s and Betty Hamilton
had created enough historically accurate dolls and the Egyptian temples,
medieval castles, and palaces they lived in to create a museum in Desert
Hot Springs.

With hundreds of dime store dolls, she added, basically, trash to make
lifelike figures with genuine costumes to represent an era. She depicted
King Louis XV flirting simultaneously with Madame du Barry and
Madame Pompadour, genteel Southerners waltzing in a plantation home,
and a servant tying a woman’s corset in a Victorian bedroom. She spent
hours researching history and fashion to create authentic looking
models.

She made an accurate replica of her own wedding dress, and a woman
behind the bride was crying, a replica of her own mother who did cry at
her wedding. She created a San Francisco street scene, the Colosseum
complete with lions Christians and Spectators, and a Black Sabbath
concert.

She cut the hair off her own Husky's tail to provide fur for an Alaskan
Husky. The tunic on a Byzantium boy started out as a tie that she pulled
from the trash. A cast away air conditioner filter became an elaborate
gate before the Versailles Palace. Ice cream cup lids, champagne corks,
coffee grounds, buttons, bottle tops, macaroni, egg cartons, and her own
cigarette butts all were woven into her creations.

When Her own home became too crowded, her husband, Robert
Hamilton, built her a small Museum in the front yard of their house.
When that became too small they purchased a home near a commercially
zoned lot and built the museum in the commercial property.



Widowed, she married Robert Mason in 1990 and moved to his home in
Joshua Tree. She decided to sell the museum property at 66-071
Pierson. Her fondest hope was that someone would take care of her
babies that she had spent 30 years of her life creating. Sadly, it was not
to happen.

A video is available on the historical society’s website showcasing her
museum. Take a look.

To share some of the memories of Desert Hot Springs, we are providing
this link to a video that features The Kingdom of the Dolls in 1980

https://youtu.be/YYtcYOHOSYY



https://youtu.be/YYtcY9HQSYY

