2021-02 Cisco Kid in Desert Hot Springs

Film star Warner Baxter spent winters visiting his Circle B Ranch just outside of Desert Hot
Springs. Baxter’s ranch was between the B-bar-H and Seven Palms.

Baxter’s career started as an extra in 1914 and by 1936 he was the highest paid actor in
Hollywood. But his most notable role was as the Cisco Kid in the movie 'In Old Arizona,’ the
first talking western. For his performance he won an Academy Award for best actor at the
2nd Academy Awards ceremony, which was held in 1930.

Baxter was a minor naturalist. Cabot Yerxa lived near Baxter and in 1955 wrote of Baxter's
frustrating effort to get birds to take to his bird house, which was 24” long and 8” square with
one end open to the east. A pair of yellow-breasted woodpeckers finally did commit to his
lodging but only after carefully checking it out, and pecking a hole through the bottom. They
stayed and raised a family, but always entered and left via the bottom.

A multi-talented man he invented a radio device that enabled emergency crews to change a
traffic signal from a distance of two blocks and financed the installation of one at a Beverly Hills
intersection in 1940.

It is sad that Baxter was not aware of the curative powers of the Desert Hot Springs water. In
1951 he underwent a lobotomy to relieve the chronic pain of arthritis. There is a possibility,
however, based on the death certificate, that he underwent the lobotomy to relieve the pain of
end stage cancer, which he kept hidden. He died, May 7, 1951 in his home in Beverly

Hills. Among the pallbearers were long-time friends Ronald Colman, William Powell, and Tim
McCoy.

The Circle B Ranch was sold in 1946. In 1962 the property was subdivided into 1, 2, and 3 acre
lots. The advertisement claimed that the Circle B had been used as the movie location for many
western films. By 1982, Yvonne and Tony Dee lived and worked in the old Circle B and were
featured in the Desert Sun describing their horse training programs for the California Race
Circuit.

Comments and further information are welcome.

To share some of the memories of Desert Hot Springs residents,
we are providing this link to a video conversation with Tom Morgan who came to
Desert Hot Springs in 1944, just when the town was getting started.

https://www.dhshistoricalsociety.org/times-past?wix-vod-video-
iId=HhWtUboPM8M&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-jtujtpsk
(wait a few seconds for the video to appear)
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