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December 1st, 1952, a C-47 military air transport, flying from Tucson to March
Air Force Base, crashed in a brutal snowstorm on Mt. San Gorgonio. The airplane
missed clearing the ridge by a mere 200 feet. Because of the weather and the
ruggedness of the terrain, the airplane was not reached until December 11th. A
month later a Marine Corps helicopter crashed while trying to recover victims of
the first crash. Recovery efforts continued until June, 1953, and newspapers across
the country reported on the accident.

As the weather warmed up an aircraft executive from Arizona claimed and
salvaged the downed helicopter. He spent $12,000 in doing so. He mustered a
crew of 30, who spent 67 days bringing the aircraft down the hill. His salvage
crew mainly consisted of Redlands high school and college students. The most
difficult part of the salvage operation was bringing the fuselage down just 25 feet
at a time.

When the work was done the Marine Corps confiscated the craft. Marvin Greenlee
from Crown King, Arizona, watched as the Marines removed the aircraft piece-by-
piece from a warehouse at the municipal airport. He assures the reporters that he
will be seeking through the courts to get ‘a fair return for his efforts.’

If he succeeded, no newspaper record of it exists today.



