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Tommy Ann Lipps 

Last month’s Fun Facts discussed George Gowland, the auto chopper 
extraordinare, and mentioned that his step father, Tom Lipps, had purchased 400 
acres at Two Bunch Palms in 1938.  At the time, Lipps referred to Two Bunch as 
the “Western Ranch, and in 1946 built a luxury resort he named the Desert Spa. 
The family eventually moved there and had many interesting parties.  

George Gowland had an older sister, Tomala, though she went by the name 
Tommy Ann Lipps. At the age of four, she was stricken with polio.  The crippling 
disease affected the muscles in her back, left leg, and right arm. She was confined 
to bed for many weeks, and for months was unable to leave her room.  From this 
devastating beginning, she went on to become the very essence of health and vigor. 

When Tommy Ann was seven, her father bought the Del Tahquitz Hotel and left 
Beverly Hills for Palm Springs, and then Desert Hot Springs.  She began to swim 
and ride.  It is tempting to think that the miracle waters of Desert Hot Springs 
contributed to her recovery, but there is no written record of that. 

She ascribes her recovery to the fact that her parents and doctors never treated her 
as a sick child.  She was never told that she couldn’t do anything other healthy 

children could do, and she was encouraged to compete with other kids. 

In any event, by the time she entered high school she became a competitive 
swimmer and she rode in the first Desert Circus Pageant.  Later she began to swim 
professionally in water ballets and synchronized swimming teams, and she taught 
synchronized swimming at the University of Redlands.  She went on to tour the 
USA and Canada with Buster Crabbe’s Aqua Parade team of 20 synchronized 

swimmers.   She even participated in a 25,000 mile, 13 nation tour of Europe.  She 



received favorable mention in newspapers around the country, who told her story 
of regaining her health. 

And then, in an odd twist of fate, in 1951 she became famous in San Francisco for 
buying the 1,000,000th want ad from the San Francisco Examiner.  She had been a 
San Francisco resident for 6 weeks and wanted to sell her 1950 Ford as she didn’t 

need it anymore.  She explained that all her friends told her the Examiner had the 
best want ad section, and she was thrilled that her purchase won her a $100 savings 
bond. 

She went on to work for Trans World Airlines, which made it possible to travel the 
world.  Though she found her world travels fascinating, she never felt so happy as 
when she could spend a week at home, in the beautiful relaxing Desert Spa. 

 

 

 


