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George Gowland  

Sometimes you don’t have to search for a fun fact.  The fun fact will 

come to you.  The Historical Society web master received a phone call 

from a car buff who requested information about George Gowland. The 

caller asked if we knew where Gowland’s famous ’51 Ford Crestline 

was built. 

E-mails flew and we obtained more information.  The society obtained a 

copy of the September, 1955, issue of Rod & Custom Magazine, which 

featured the car.  The article was titled “From a barren wasteland comes 

this…Desert Beauty.”  The author went on to say, ”…the car was built 

in a section of California that is inhabited only by jack rabbits and 

saguaro cactus.”  This latter statement indicates he had not actually 

visited Desert Hot Springs. 

The article pointed 

out that custom cars 

are generally built 

in a populated area.  

Gowland had 

problems getting 

parts and materials, 

but even worse, 

flash floods washed 

the sand away from 

around his half-
Owner-builder George Gowland, of only average height, demonstrates radical lowness 
of car. 



finished car. Showing a picture of Gowland with the car, it went on to 

say  

“Frame Z-ing allows a comfortable ride despite extreme lowering. Only difficulty 

encountered is traversing steep driveways or high-center humps. Ground clearance is 

less than 3 inches”.  

 He restyled the popular ’51 Ford to show potential customers the high-

quality work he does in his shop. 

In 1954 the Desert Sentinel reported “DHS Lad wins Oscar at L.A. Hot 

Rod and Motor Sports Show.”  The article described the public interest 

in converting automobiles into sports models and hot rods.  The Sentinel 

gushed:  

“Inspired George Gowland, son of Mrs. Tom Lipps, made his entrée from Desert Hot 

Springs.  George is blessed with both mechanical and artistic ability which is what it 

takes to succeed in this particular line.  The outcome is very gratifying for in his first 

attempt George Gowland received a third prize for his custom-built re-designed job.  This 

was wonderful advertising for our town which we will continue to cash in on as both Mr. 

and Mrs. Tom Lipps were so impressed, they will open a shop for their son…on Palm 

Drive, next to driving range a few blocks south of Hacienda.” 

This doesn’t tell us where the car was built, but it does indicate where 

the shop was. 

Thomas Lipps was a Very Important Person in Palm Springs and Desert 

Hot Springs in the ‘30’s and ‘40’s.  In 1938 Lipps sold his Del Tahquitz 

Hotel in Palm Springs and purchased the 400-acre parcel at Two Bunch 

Palms and named his resort The Desert Spa. 

When George married the lovely Juanita Schicke in 1955, The Sentinel 

reported that he graduated from high school in 1953 and since then had 

run the Custom Shop on Palm Drive.  A prize car and a prize bride seem 

a lot of accomplishment for someone just 2 years out of high school. 


