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With all of the rain we've had, it would almost be criminal not to mention the extravagant wild
flower display that we can now enjoy.

Monsoon weather is generally not a usual weather pattern here in the Coachella Valley. But
this spring monsoons have contributed to an extraordinary display of wild flowers. They are
everywhere, along roadsides, filling up vacant lots, covering hillsides, poking up through
narrow cracks in sidewalks and street gutters.

‘Even though spring is wild flower season, they only appear when there is enough moisture for
the seeds from the last bloom to germinate. The rains must come at the right time - some
moisture in the late Fall is necessary and most importantly, rain in the Spring. The life span of
wild flowers is short, so they must germinate, bloom and set seed in the early spring months
when rainfall and warm temperatures make good growing conditions.

This year's rains gave us a spectacular array of purple Sand Verbena and yellow Desert
Dandelions with many of the less prolific varieties mixed in. If you're really interested in
naming each variety, it's best to get a wild flower guide and compare what you see with
pictures in the book.

Painted Lady Butterflies have also invaded the Coachella Valley this Spring. Looking a lot like a
miniature Monarch Butterfly, they are so prolific you will probably have to clean some of them
off the windshield of your car. They leave yellow smudges.

The desert is a land of extremes which treat us with variety we can't imagine until we're
experiencing it. Occasionally we have even been treat to a brief snowfall. And speaking of
snow, even the Bald Eagles in the mountains at Big Bear are inspired by Spring. One couple is
sitting on a nest with two eggs, while being watched by special surveillance cameras so we can
all enjoy the "blessed' event when the babies hatch.

Spring is associated with birth and growth and we are certainly experiencing it all this year.

Comments or additions to this story are always welcome
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