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(00K BOOK

For the outdoor enthusiast,
and those who like to flavor
their life with the unusual

ROUGHING IT EASY by Dian Thomas, puts
the fun back into camping with easy and
economical ways to prepare foods, equip a
campsite and organize a camping trip, Pa-
perback, 203 pages, $5.95.

AMERICAN INDIAN FOOD AND LORE by
Carolyn Neithammer. Original Indian plants
used for foods, medicinal purposes, etc., de-
scribed, plus unusual recipes. Large format,
191 pages, profusely illustrated, $4.95.

DUTCH OVEN COOK BOOK by Don Holm.
New and exciting culinary adventures in
Dutch Oven cooking. Heavy paperback, 106
pages, $4.95.

ARIZONA COOK BOOK by Al and Mildred
Fischer. Unusual recipes for Indian cooking,
Mexican dishes, Western specialties. Unique
collection. Paperback, 142 pages, $3.00.

CACTUS COOK BOOK compiled by Joyce L.
Tate. An excellent selection of recipes that
emphasize their edible or potable gualities.
Also includes chapter on Food Preservation.
Paperback, 127 pages, $2.00.

SOURDOUGH COOKBOOK by Don and
Myrtle Holm. How to make a sourdough
starter, and many dozens of sourdough re-
cipes. Paperback, 136 pages, illus., $4.85.

CITRUS COOK BOOK by Glenda McGillis.
An unusual and outstanding treasury of
citrus cookery. Includes tips on freezing,
juicing and shipping. Paperback, spiral
bound, $2.00.

CALIFORNIA COOK BOOK by Al and Mil-
dred Fischer. Recipes divided into '‘Early
California,'’ *'California Fruits,"" '‘California
Products,'' ''Sea Foods'' and ''‘Wine Cook-
ing."' 400 more unique collections by the
Fischers. Paperback, 142 pages, $3.00.

Please add 50c per total order
for postage and handling

California residents please aad 6% Sales tax

Send check or money order today to

M Magazine Book Shop

P.O. Box 1318
Palm Desert, California 92260

A Peek
in the
Publisher’s

Poke

contract for greeting cards. She has also
been invited to the Frank Tenney John-
son Memorial Show at the Gene Autry
Hotel in Palm Springs sometime in
March,

Congratulations, Kathi!

So much for artists, but what about
photographers? Well, long-time Desert
contributor and desert lover, Ernie
Cowan, after many years as a journalist
for a San Diego newspaper, opened a
photography shop in Escondido, Calif.,
and now has very little time to do what
he likes best, trekking around in the
great outdoors! Consequently, he takes
vacations when time permits, leading to
the feature on page 24, "Winter Vaca-
tions Are Fun!”’

We are pleased to have him back in
Desert, and that he is doing a whale of a
job with his business.

Speaking of whales, which we did in
May, '77 about the possibility of substi-
tuting the nuts from the jojoba plant for
sperm whale oil, this has come a lot
closer to reality with the recent planting
of 20,000 seedlings on the north side of
Lake Perris in California.

The project is in cooperation with the
state Parks and Recreation Department,
and is also adding to the landscaping
around the lake. The jojoba, native to
Southern California, Arizona and Mexi-
co, is about eight feet tall when mature,
and looks like a giant shrub.

The wind-pollinated, bisexual plant
does produce flowers, but they are not
showy and distinctive. It will grow in just
about any soil, providing the elevation is
below 4,000 feet and temperature is
above 20 degrees Farenheit.

WYt

T ALWAYS makes me feel good when

a friend finds success. With artists, it

often entails many, many years before
they become established or 'known.”
Our cover artist this month, Kathi Hilton,
is a great example of a person whose
time has come. Since being featured in
our November, 1978 issue, with photo-
graphy by Brian Nutter, she has had two
very rewarding showings in Death Valley
and at the Saddleback Western Art Gal-
lery in Santa Ana, California. She will
soon be featured in the prestigious
Scuthwest Art magazine, and is under

Ernie Cowan at work.

GOOD QUALITY MAIL-ORDER
PHOTO DEVELOPING

Kodacolor and Fujicolor
Print Films Developed and Printed

Normal 12 exposure roll............. $2.50
Normal 12 exposure roll with
new roll of Kodak or Fuji film...... $3.80
SEND FOR

fRE

Thermometer plus price
sheels and mailing envel-
opes. ‘Limited offer—one
per family please.

Your Reliable Photofinisher

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.
P. 0. Box 2830, 1544 Frazee Road

San Diego, California 92112
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Exclusive Offer!

DeseRT PRINTS

Through a special agreement with famed desert
artist, John Hilton, Desert Magazine is pleased to
offer a limited number of beautiful four-color prints.

"'Flowering Dunes"’ Printed on 20’'x16'' quality paper. Actual print size

16''x12"'. White border may be left on for mounting,

\ . but are most attractive when matted or full framed.
“‘Wickenburg Yuccas''

A wonderful gift item!
Shipped rolled in tubes!

Order now to avoid disappointment!

“*Power and the Glory"' $ 7.50
"“The Hills of Home"' 4.00
(Illustrated)
‘*San Jacinto Sunrise'’ 4.00
‘*Sands of Time 4.00 ‘*Papago Dawn’’

“'Oasis of Mara"’ ' 12.50 “The Hills of Home"’
‘‘Joshua Trees in Moonlight"' 7.50

“‘Wickenburg Yuccas"' 7.50
(Iustrated)

"‘Flowering Dunes”’ 7.50
(Ilustrated)

‘‘Papago Dawn'’ 12.50
(Illustrated)

‘*Smoke Trees and Thunderheads'' 12.50

M MAGAZINE BOOK SHOP

P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 82260
Calif. residents please add 6% state sales tax




“Two Gray Hills"”

Crocheted Indian Rug Design
New and simple technique in basic double
crochet creates this beautiful 12" x 24" re-
versible fringed throw.
Pattern requires 3 skeins of yarn and a size
“H" crochet hook.
Send $3.50 for complete easy-to-follow in-
structions. Qther patterns available.
WOVEN STITCH CROCHET
P.O.BOX 212
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310

Z|P CODE YOUR MAIL

““The original of this painting not for sale. Now
in the collection of Dr. & Mrs. R. S. Baddour,
Palm Springs, California."
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306 Pages 6" x 9"

‘Books
for

“Desert
‘Rg,aders

All books reviewed are available through the
Desert Magazine Book Shop. Please add 50c
per total order for handling and Califernia
residents must include 6% state sales tax.
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TRACKING DOWN OREGON
By Ralph Friedman

A book about Oregon reviewed in
Desert Magazine?

Why not, more than half of Oregon,
east of the Cascades, is high desert and
this little book from the Caxton Press,
Caldwell, Idaho, describes the history

Paperbound
$5.95

- Oregon, says author Ralph Friedman, is

»

more than places and names on the map.
"It is people, past and present, history,

: legend, folklore. . . ."" So we invite you to
track along with him, in this new book from
Caxton, to encounter the rare and unusual
in Oregon, “to locate a waterfall seen only
by afew, to huntoutaburial ground soaked
with the juices of history, to discover the
amazing Jim Hoskins of Pilot Rock, the
tragic Captain Jack, the remains of Fair-
field, the cavalry names etched on a desert
bluff, the legend of a gunslinger . . ."

The CAXTON PRINTERS, Ltd.
P.O. Box 700
Caldwell, Idaho 83605

and color of many of the out-of-the-way
places and how to get there.

Friedman writes with great humor and
compassion for his beloved state. This is
his fourth book about the hidden nooks
and crannies of California’s northern
neighbor, profusely illustrated by his
wife, Phoebe, and with many historic
pictures out of the archives.

Oregon’s history is fully as rich and
devious as California’s, with the same
roots in the Gold Rush, to be sure, but an
equally long past stemming from sea ex-
peditions and the overland and river mi-
grations of the fur trappers.

Friedman weaves in many Indian tales
with his Anglo-Saxon yarns, particularly,
a momentous war shared with Califor-
nia, the Modoc, which raged fitfully from
about 1872 until 1873 and ended with the
hanging execution of its Indian primary
figure, Captain Jack, leader of the
Modocs.

Friedman also recounts the story of
the Oregon Trail, not the one you nor-
mally think of, that brought the original
settlers in the 1840s from the east
through Utah and northwesterly. Oh,
that trail is covered, too, but there is an-
other, the Old Oregon Trail, which took
people back and forth to Washington and
maybe even to British Columbia and
maybe even to Alaska. That’s the kind of
stuff Friedman tells.

Another story, that Friedman admit-
ted he stumbled on by accident, relates
how one of the Earp boys, Virgil, brother
of Wyatt, found his way out of Tomb-
stone, Arizona, and the California desert
into Oregon, where he up and died and
was buried in Riverview Cemetery in
Portland. Friedman was tracking down
another oldtimer when he found that the
illustrious old miner, marshal, gunfight-
er and whatever else was buried there,
too.

““Tracking Down Oregon’’ is a 306-
page paperback, filled with photographs
and sells for $5.95.

BOOKS

Order FREE Catalogue
DESERT MAGAZINE
BOOK STORE
Palm Desert, California 92260
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WILLIE BOY
By Harry Lawton

A desert classic, a prizewinner, the
story of an incomparable Indian chase,
its unexpected conclusion, woven into an
authentic turn-of-the-century history of
the Twentynine Palms country.

Willie (or Billy) Boy was a Southern
Paiute Indian who took his bride accord-
ing to tradition, by capture but had to kill
her father in the process, thus triggering
a lengthy and thrilling manhunt across
the San Corgonio Pass and the huge
Twentynine Palms basin. He also had to
kill his bride to prevent her capture and
his own.

Willie Boy led the sheriff and his
posse across some of the most hostile
desert in California, he on foot and the
pursuers mounted on horseback! Pride
and the necessity of a political victory
kept the posse going but the ultimate
victory—for his courage, intelligence
and stamina—went to the Indian.

The chase was complicated by the
presence of U. S. President William
Howard Taft in Riverside County during
the heighth of the drama, and was accur-
ately reported by a newspaper writer ac-
companying the posse.

The author, a longtime newspaperman
himself, received the coveted Phelan
Award for western history for this book,
and it was later made into a movie star-
ring Robert Redford, Katherine Ross,
Susan Clark and Robert Blake.

Originally published by Horace Park-
er's Paisano Press, the book was recent-
ly published by the Malki Museum
Press, Southern California’s only Indian
publishing house, a tribute to the accur-
acy of its Indian portrayals.

Willie Boy offers rare insights into In-
dian character and customs, as well as a
first-hand look at a colorful desert region
as it was nearly a century ago.

Contains illustrations by Don Perce-
val, several historic photographs and
colorful maps. Paperback, $4.95.
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CENTRAL ARIZONA GHOST TOWNS
By Robert L. Spude
and Stanley W. Paher

The vast central mountain and desert
region of Arizona—roughly from Phoe-
nix northward and northwesterly to the
historic Prescott Basin—contains some
of the most colorful old mines and aban-
doned towns of the southwest,

This large-scale volume offers accurate
maps, authentic descriptions and rare
photographs for the armchair explorer or
the active rockhound and off-roader, It
lists more than 50 old towns or mining
districts, arranged alphabetically and
grouped by geographical location.

Many of them are familiar names,
such as the Vulture, the Congress, the
Crown King and perhaps even the-
Jersey Lily! But there are many more
most readers are learning about for the
first time. Some of the mines are associ-
ated with famous people; others are as
obscure as their discoverers. A few still
exist as treasure dumps for rockhounds
or in transition from one mineral search
to another,

A word of warning! Many of these
mines and abandoned towns are danger-
ous to seek out, due to inhospitable ter-
rain, abandoned roads and sometimes
hostile owners. But there’s always this
book to fall back on for accurate and easy
access without the bother of blowouts,
rattlesnake bite or heat exhaution.

The book offers, also, first hand infor-
mation on railroads and old highways of
historic Central Arizona. Hints for desert
travel and hot weather survival as well as
recommended additional reading are
contained in the back of the book.

Author Spude has covered all this re-
gion first class, on foot! His co-author,
Stanley Paher, is a specialist in Nevada
history and mining lore in general. The
combination has provided a readable and
very useful guide to a little-known but
highly accessible region.

Paperback, 50 pages, $2.95.

LAKE POWELL

OFF-SEASDN 1S JUST AS

It's the greatest for summer family fun.
Wahweap, Bullfrog and Hite resorts/marinas
are open year around, but you really should
try us in the spring, fall and winter. ..

Not only for moderate temperatures,/better
fishing and less crowded conditions, but for

Savings to

BERUTIFUL

50%

r-
|

Name

Send color and rate iochures on
Wahwaeap, Bullirog and Hite resorts/marinas

Address

City

L.

Lake Powell Resorts & Marinas ov

State. ip

Mail to:

Box 29040, Phoenix, AZ 85038
New central reservations system:

West of Mississippi call tollfree 1-800-528-6154. l

In Arizona, call (602) 264-8466.
| F 8 B B 0 B B 0 |



A view of some of the few remaining
structures at Kelly, New Mexico.
The tall headframe is Kelly Mine shaft.

MONG THE most popular ghost

towns in New Mexico is a small, de-

serted mining camp south of Mag-
dalena in the southwest part of the state.
The camp, nestled on the western slopes
of the Magdalena Mountains, is called
Kelly. Although merely a haven for
ghosts today, Kelly was once the site of a
bustling community of 3000 residents
feverishly burrowing into the country-
side in search of mineral wealth.

The town of Kelly began to unfold
shortly after J. S. Hutchason (known as

“’Old Hutch’” among the mining fratern-
ity) discovered rich lead outcroppings in
1866. The spring of that year saw the
opening of the Juanita Mine, Hutcha-
son’s first claim, and, indeed, the first
claim staked in the Magdalena district.
Three weeks later the celebrated Graphic
Mine began production.

In 1870 a townsite was laid out. The
town was called Kelly after Andy Kelly,
a friend of Hutchason’s who operated a
local sawmill. During the 1880s Kelly ex-
perienced much growth. In 1883 a post

by MARK C. BLAZEK

office was established and stagecoach
routes were developed to and from
Kelly. Churches, hotels, schools and the
usual assortment of stores and saloons
quickly sprang up. The first ores mined
at Kelly were lead minerals. The Magda-
lena district yielded an estimated
$7,000,000 to $9,000,000 worth of lead
from 1880 to 1902, most of which was
produced before 1890.

Just as Kelly was beginning to “‘die”’
around the turn of the century, C. T.
Brown, the leading mining engineer in
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Historic marker along Highway 60.

Socorro County, sent some samples of a
strange greenish-blue rock off to Kansas
City for assay. The strange rock turned
out to be smithsonite, a rich zinc carbon-
ate. Thus, Kelly’s second era of prosper-
ity began as it reaped the profits of the
zinc-bearing smithsonite. Because of
smithsonite, Kelly soon became the
leading producer of zinc in New Mexico.
Only two other zinc mining camps in the
entire Rocky Mountain region—Lead-
ville, Colorado, and Butte, Montana—
could match the output of Kelly. For a
time Kelly alone was responsible for a
third of the total mineral production in
New Mexico due to the smithsonite. Be-
tween 1904 and 1928 close to 22 million
dollars was recovered from the mines.

Eventually, Kelly faced the inevitable
doom of all mining camps—the smith-
sonite deposits were exhausted in 1931,
Very slowly in the following years, min-
ing throughout the Magdalena district
began to decrease. And Kelly, once a
flourishing mining camp with a popula-
tion of 3000 died.

Today, Kelly can easily be reached by
approaching Magdalena from the east or
west via Highway 60. A well-graded dirt
road (easily passable by passenger cars)
leads from Magdalena to Kelly, three
miles south. This road (located by the
Cibola National Forest ranger station) is
marked as Poplar Street, but is known lo-
cally as Kelly Mine Road. The only re-
maining intact building is a small, single
Catholic church with the typical white-
stucco front. Once a year (during “'Kelly
Days Celebration’’) mass is offered in
this church. The area around the church
makes a convenient pakring lot.

You may then walk the road beyond
the church, up Kelly Canyon, to explore
some of the extensive mine workings,
tailing dumps, old mine buildings, head-
frames, etc. Some of the mine dumps are
a rockhound’s paradise. Good specimens
of smithsonite, for which Kelly is most
noted, can be found on the dumps along
with a host of other minerals and fossils.
Rockhounds will surely delight, not only
in roaming the dumps but, also, in visit-
ing the several rock shops in Magdalena.

A special note for photographers: be
sure and visit Kelly with a full load of
color film. The scenery and relics in the
area are truly spectacular.

Will mining ever resume at Kelly?
Who knows? Whe knows! |
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NO. 27 IN A SERIES ON
CALIFORNIA PALM OASES

by DICK BLOOMQUIST

NDIAN VALLEY is a desert Shangri-

La. Who would guess that a basin

three miles wide somehow lay
concealed between the rocky mountain
ridges south and west of Palm Spring
and Highway 522. The whitish cleft of
Indian Corge, three miles south of Palm
Spring turnoff, provides access to this
hidden world of elephant trees, Indian
signs and native Washingtonias. The
palms grow in canyons at the north and
south ends of the valley within the Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park; we'll ex-
amine the south fork oasis in the next ar-
ticle in this series.

Because of sand and occasional rocks,
the route through Indian Corge is best
attempted in a four-wheel-drive rig.
Near the far end of the defile, narrow
Torote Canyon enters from the right.
Torote is the Spanish word for elephant

10

tree, and dozens of the plants—rare in
the United States—thrive along the
slopes of this tributary watercourse. The
rough wash can be driven for only a few
yards, but the hiking is easy beyond
road’s end.

| walked to one specimen a short dis-
tance upstream. It was about eight feet
tall, with a trunk nine inches thick near
the base. The bole and lower limbs
seemed ponderous and swollen when
contrasted with the delicate, reddish up-
per branches. The species takes its name
from this thickened appearance of its
lower parts, which, with imagination,
can be likened to the trunk and legs of an
elephant. Near ground level the brown-
ish, parchment-like bark was peeling
away. The elephant tree (Bursera micro-
phylla), really a massive shrub rather
than a tree, is one of the desert’s rarest

North Indian Valley.
Pencil sketch by author.

and strangest plants. In the United
States it grows only in California and
Arizona; California’s torotes are concen-
trated near Indian Corge, Mountain
Palm Springs and Split Mountain, all in
the Anza-Borrego country.

Just beyond Torote Canyon the walls
of Indian Gorge fall away and Indian Val-
ley is born. Here we enter a different
world, one set apart from the open desert
east of the gorge. The valley is spacious,
yet the encircling peaks and ridges have
made it a snug harbor where winds are
muted and skies are a deeper blue.
Smoke trees clog the neck of land where
gorge and valley meet, and on the left a
low saddle borders the roadway. At the
far end of the saddle, rock markers edge
an old pottery-dotted Diegueno trail
which runs southward for a third of a
mile or so to Palm Bowl. Later in this
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series we'll hike to the Bowl, approach-
ing it from the east via Surprise Canyon.
Two-thirds of a mile past the Indian
trail, our road divides. The right fork
leads to the oasis in North Indian Valley
—two small Washingtonias at the mouth
of a rock-ribbed canyon. There may be a
few additional palms farther upstream.
The trees—between 10 and 15 feet
tall—stand guard, side by side, their
ground-length fronds blending. Mes-
quite, catsclaw, desert lavender, brittle-
bush, chuparosa, buckwheat, sage, mes-
cal, ocotillo and desert apricot, along
with barrel, hedgehog and beavertail
cacti, green the surrounding terrain.
No moisture breaks the surface, but a

MILEAGE LOG

0.0 Junction of San Diego County Road
S2 and dirt road to Palm Spring in
southern part of Anza-Borrego Des-
ert State Park. Drive south on S2 to-
ward Interstate Highway 8.

3.1 Turn right off S2 onto dirt road. A
small yellow-topped state park sign-
post marked ‘‘Indian Gorge'' iden-
tifies the junction. Four-wheel-drive
recommended.

3.7 Enter Indian Gorge.

4.7 Torote Canyon (elephant trees)
comes in from right. Continue
straight ahead.

4.9 Indian trall leads over low saddle on
left to Palm Bowl. Continue straight
ahead. In this vicinity Indian Gorge
ends and Valley begins.

5.6 Fork. Bear right. (Left branch leads
into South Indian Valley.)

8.2 Hoad ends a few yards below paims
in North Indian Valley. Elevation at
oasis approximately 2140 feet.

man-made tank and section of pipe indi-
cate that cattle once watered here. The
silt-choked rock tank was built by the
McCains, a pioneer ranching family of
east San Diego County.

A far-reaching prospect of Indian Val-
ley, the Carrizo Badlands, and the Fish
Creek Range spreads out below the
palms. On a clear day the Salton Sea and
Chocolate Mountains color the north-
eastern horizon.

We'll backtrack now to the road fork
near the valley’s mouth and reconnoiter
the larger oasis of wild palms in South
Indian Valley.

[POSTSCRIPT: On my last visit |
found that both the North Indian Valley
palms had died. | am not sure whether
the canyon contains more Washingtonias
farther upstream or not; if so, some or all
of these trees may still be alive.] O
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THE ANZA-BORREGO DESERT REGION
A Guide to the State Park and the Adjacent Areas

By Lowell and Diana Lindsay

At last a current and comprehensive guide to Southern California’s most
popular desert playground has been written. There has long been a need for
such a guide to the Anza-Borrego/Yuha Desert, which annually receives more
than a million visitor-use-days. This area, much of it wilderness, covers a third
of San Diego County and portions of Riverside and Imperial counties from the
Santa Rosa Mountains to the Mexican Border.

In its more than a million acres, about equally divided between the Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park (the nation’s largest state park) and BLM's Yuha
Desert Unit (containing the site of possibly the earliest human remains in North
America), the Anza-Borrego region appeals to a broad range of outdoor enthu-
siasts: backpackers, dune-buggy drivers, hikers, horsemen, nature seekers
and campers.

From prehistoric Indians through weekend vacationers, men have called
this desert home, some for all of their time, others for some of their time. From
piney mountain crags to a windy inland sea, a rich variety of desert plants and
animals dwell, in terrain and landforms as different as their inhabitants.

The book contains a large foldout map, providing an overall view of the re-
gion, and also detailed maps showing the most popular hiking and backpack
areas. A section on arid-area travel and special precautions adds to the desert
explorer’s enjoyment and safety. Sixty-five trips along 700 miles of jeep trails,
paved roads, and hiking routes are described, giving details of over 300 points
of historic and natural interest.

The guide was written in cooperation with the California Dept. of Parks
and Recreation, the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Association and the
U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Riverside
District Office.

$5.95

Please add 50c for postage/handling
Calif, residents please add 6% state sales tax

Order From

Desert Magazine Book Shop

P.O. Box 1318, Palm Desert, California 92260




Miracle Waters
of California’s

Southernmost &
Valley .

by MARIAN SEDDON

HE THREE letter word ‘spa” is

easy to spell and each of the three

spas in California’s Imperial Valley
spell ‘easy living.”” All three — Lark,
Bashford’s, Fountain of Youth — are RV
parks with mineral water pools, rent
space by day, week, month or year and
all are located between the below-sea-
level Salton Sea and the towering Choco-
late Mountains.

Easy living doesn’t mean inactivity.
Pools splash from before sunrise to the
ten o’clock closing time. Shuffleboard
and horseshoe enthusiasts abound.
Along county roads between spas
joggers and bicyclers make their way
singly and in groups. Hikers walk the

lonely, unpathed desert and hear calls of
quail, coyote and brays of wild donkey.

Diversity of life styles, ages and
interests is the norm at these spas. Con-
sider partially disabled Rattlesnake Sam,
age 78, and sometimes called Mr. Nor-
folk. The pearly jewel dangling from
Sam’s ear is one of many balancer bones
he extracts from Salton Sea’s corvina
and facets into jewelry. Sam’s skills in-
clude repairing false teeth and cooking.
His favorite vegetable — zucchini — is
used in salads, pickles, casseroles and
bread.

Consider also Oregon campers, Carl
and Julia D., in their late 80s and their
hobbies of rock hunting, jewelry facet-
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ing and carpentry. Carl also keeps their
mobile home surrounded by nasturtiums
and marigolds. His purple petunias set
the spas central area aglow. The Ds
drive a camper from Oregon and tow a
small car.

Among young adults are two women,
a Canadian and a New Yorker, whose in-
dividualism allows them to arrange
careers so they can winter at the spas.

Individualism and diversity shows in
the spas vehicles — limousines, )eeps,
trucks, dune buggies, motorcycles —
bearing licenses from all over United
States and Canada. Living quarters are
equally diverse, ranging from glamorous
mobile homes to tiny trailers, even to
tents.

What induces thousands to leave com-
fortable homes to live in cramped
quarters in a cactus-studded desert?
Wanderlust is the campers’ common de-
nominator. But why so many returnees
to these desert spas? Ask pool bathers,
sun baskers or hikers on the stony des-
ert. Actually without asking you'll be

Warm mineral pool
at Lark Spa.
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surrounded by testimonials about the
benefits of dry air, desert sun, mineral
water and the relaxing yet stimulating
aura of the spas.

Most testimonials involve health. A
woman with limited arm and hand use
due to a complicated bone break tells of
vast improvement in movement after
three weeks at the spa. A laughing,
dark-eyed couple speak in halting
English of their weekly drive from Mexi-
cali because the therapy pools, swim-
ming and steam help the young mother
recover from severe arthritis.

"My doctor suggested mineral
springs,”” says a man, not yet 50 but re-
lying heavily on a cane. Due to heart
attacks and war-related problems he’d
been chair-bound for eight years. "My
wife, daughter and | moved here six
months ago. In four days | was walking
with two canes. Now | use no cane
around my house. What happened? |
only know I'm walking after eight
years."’

A couple in their forties boasts of a &=

combined 35 pound weight loss in four

Upper level pool at
Fountain of Youth Spa.
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weeks. ““Ray lost the most — 25
pounds,”” admits still plump Norma.
“It’s been fun with the steam, swim-
ming, hiking and everyone’s encourage-
ment.”” Musingly she repeats, ‘‘It's
been fun — losing weight.”

To reach these fun-filled spas follow
Highway 111 paralleling the Salton Sea.
For Lark Spa turn onto Frink Road. For

2

Pool and cabana area
at Fountain of Youth Spa.

the other two turn onto Mineral Hot Spa
Road. Huge signs mark the way. The
nearest town is Niland.

Fountain of Youth Spa dates to the 50s
after | T. Trily and Frank Domeno, pres-
ent manager-owners, tramped desert
and mountains for weary months looking
for an artesian spring. Stung by insects
and burned by sun they collected water
samples from several promising looking
areas. Then thousands of dollars went
for geologists’ opinions. But drilling re-
sulted in dry wells. Finally a water dow-
ser selected a site where the men had
collected water samples. This site, now
Fountain of Youth well, continues to
yield 237° water at 250 gallons per
minute.

Today Fountain of Youth has two rec-
reation centers for dinners, dances, ex-
hibits, bingo, classes, TV and socializ-
ing. Of its five outdoor pools, three are
therapeutic with bubbling jets. In the
two steam rooms steam-devotees sit or
lie on benches, engulfed in vapor from
water flowing under slotted floors. Con-
veniences include a grocery and general
store, barber and beauty shops, laundry
and a massage room. Fountain of Youth
welcomes children but reserves recrea-
tion rooms and the two upper level pools
for adults.

Bashford’s Hot Mineral Adult Spa ap-
pears so close to a Chocolate Moun-
tain peak that your trailer door seems to
scrape against it. This “’big, rock candy




Left:
Individual
mineral water
tubs at
Bashford’s
Spa.

Below:
Lower level
swim pool
with two
therapy pools
nearby at
Fountain of
Youth Spa.

mountain” turns dark brawn in twilight,
brightens into gold at dawn (one camper
insists it's “‘peanut butter color’’) con-
trasting with slate blues and purples of
distant Chuckwalla and Orocopia Moun-
tains. Bashford’s has, besides therapeu-
tic and swim pools, a row of individual,
open air, unchlorinated, mineral,
Roman-style baths. The Bashfords ob-
viously enjoy their spa. “‘Look in on our
classes,”” urges '‘Bash.” “’Especially
one called rhythmic calisthenics. And
the musical talent here! At L’s 70th
birthday there were guitars, drums, a
violin. After that party | bought those
drums you’re hearing now, for our
recreation room.”’

At Lark, smallest of the spas and near-
est the Salton Sea, tenants return year
after year to swim, fish, explore and re-
new friendships. Lark’s interest in cura-
tive desert plants has spread. Aloe vera,
a cactus, is used to relieve burns, sores,
as a cosmetic and is imbibed to cure
stomach disorders. Teas are made from
creosote and Ephedra (called chaparral
and squaw tea in stores) and other des-
ert plants. Proclaiming Lark’s credo is a
rock plaque — “Where Every Day is a
holiday."’

Hoping to open soon is the former
Maisson Spa on Davis Road near the end
of Salton Sea, renamed Wild Goose for
the Honkers and Canadian Snow Geese
wintering in nearby Wister Wild Life
Refuge. But restoration of its artesian
wells and bubbling mud pots has been
complicated by unusual floods of ‘76 and
‘77. Owner Frank Bucciari, who oper-
ates a camping supply store in Niland,
lives at his spa in a large adobe build-
ing, originally a dry ice plant. Dry ice is
made from carbon dioxide, a gas within
mineral water. Other gases sometimes
present — raden, helium, hydrogen —
are being tested by Scripps Institute to
predict earthquakes,

The second soon-to-open RV spa is
across the road from Bashford’s on the
site. of Old Spa. Long ago used by
Cahuilla Indians, Old Spa was found in
'38 by Coachella Canal workers looking
for water to mix with concrete. But this
water mineral was so hot it needed settl-
ing pools for cooling. Ten years later Old
Spa was rediscovered by Highway 111
workers who told of the pools’ healing
and soothing qualities. Thousands of
campers came to soak in pools and sit in
primitive steam rooms. Some lay in mud
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contending relief from ailments, par-
ticularly arthritis.

In those happy 50s, winter evenings
were lively with music, speeches, skits
and outdoor dances. During warm,
winter days swimming, soaking and
steaming were available to wheel-chair-
bound, for the able helped the dis-
abled. But degeneration came in the
'60s. Among the thousands were a few
surly campers. Yet, exact reasons for
Imperial County decreeing that campers
vacate Old Spa by April 1, 1964 are still
unresolved. On that sad April Fools Day
elderly campers in rickety trailers were
hoping for a reprieve that never came.
Among them were two Indian women
chanting an ancient Cahuilla curse!
Present owner, Charles Forkner, ignor-
ing Cahuilla curses, prepares to open
Imperial Hot Mineral Spa.

Many spa residents know the his-
tory of Imperial and Coachella Valleys
and that turbanned Sikhs and Punjabs
once supervised virgin plantings of cit-
rus, dates and cotton some 70 years ago.
A plaque in one date grove states its
1903 beginnings from Algerian seed-
lings.

However, history of California’s
southernmost valleys stretches back to
Conquistador Hernando de Alarcon’s
visit, 40 some years after Columbus’
voyage, Two hundred years later Jean
Bautista de Anza’s marchers encounter-
ing sand storms and heat, called their
trail ‘’Camino del Diablo.”” Then a ‘49er,
New Orleans doctor, hoping to repair
fortune and health, crossed the valley on
a donkey. Though nearly dying from
thirst, Dr. Wozencraft realized this be-
low sea level desert was enormously
productive and tried for the rest of his
life to convince Congress to fund Colo-
rado River control. He failed. But word
of the valley’s potential spread. By 1900
pioneers were growing cotton, beets,
alfalfa, citrus, carrots and other crops.
These farmers suffered through the 1905
floods which changed Salton Sink (where
salt was scooped onto railroad cars) into
Salton Sea. Now Boulder Dam tames the
Colorado and the valleys produce lush,
year-round crops envisioned by the frail,
donkey riding doctor.

Conversation at the spas often con-
cerns these crops. With owners’ per-
mission, campers sometimes glean har-
vested fields of vine-ripened raisins,
fallen dates, over-looked onions and
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other foods. Campers also experiment
with preparation and preserving. Sun
drying — onions, carrots, even canta-
loupes, and other foods — is popular.

Other do-it-yourself ideas are rife.
Plastic bottles become sun hats worn
even when swimming. Soil-filled tires
become steps or mininature gardens.
Sharing skills extends to opinions and
travel experiences. Bathers absorb min-
erals from waters, vitamin D from sun
rays and stimulation from each other.
Conversation between older and younger
groups includes respectful listening and
teasing banter on both sides.

Interests expand into humane con-
cerns, shown so richly at Old Spa. An ill
man had three ofers to overnight in
neighbotrs’ homes after paramedics
(arriving in minutes) deemed hospitali-
zation unnecessary. Considering the
many here for health reasons, these
emergencies are few.

That health does improve may be
linked not only to dry air, healing wat-
ers and friendly campers, but to fascinat-
ing surroundings. For sport there’s fish-
ing for sargo, croakers and corvina in
Salton Sea, three fish-rich lakes —
Wiest, Rmer, Finny and hunting for
quail, rabbit and ducks. For sight-
seers, rock hunters and bird watchers
(those long-legged white birds are snowy
egrets!) opportunities abound. Two
hours motoring past the border is San
Felipe, picturesque gulf port famed for
shrimp.

Unusual sights appear long before the
Mexicali border. Twenty miles from the
spas, Calipatria’s signboard, ‘‘Lowest
Down City in the Western Hemisphere’’
and a 185-foot flag pole topping at ex-
actly sea level proclaims its sub-sea
level. In nearby fields, sheep graze be-
side whitely puffing steam wells and lab-
equipped trailers housing scientists
studying geothermal energy.

Across sparkling Salton Sea the Santa
Rosa Mountains float as a misted
Shangri-La. Along Highway 86 across
the sea is Travertine Rock with its dark
horizontal line, proof of a primeval lake
For other geologic wonders just fan out
in any direction or wherever mirages
beckon.

The best part of your travels will be re-
turning to the relaxing pools, watching
stars appear, listening for coyotes and
anticipating another day of easy living in
this desert water wonderland. O
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Glendale Civic Auditorium
1401 N. Verdugo Rd., Glendale, CA

Visit our Pioneer Date Garden

Located 30 miles southeast of Palm Springs,
11 miles south of Indio and 112 miles south

in the Heart of ''Date Country, U.S.A.""
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of Thermal on Highway 111,
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and all outdoor enthusiasts.
makes a wonderful wall decoration for den
or boy's room. A conversation piece.
Fashioned from genuine goatskin by Span-
ish craftsmen and lined with latex. Has a
colorful braided cord,
holds a full quart of your favorite beverage.
Just $4.98 plus $1 for postage and handling.
Satisfaction or your money refunded.
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HIS TIME of year, when there have
been ample winter rains followed by
warm early spring days, a visit to
Southern California’s major recreation
park, the Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment, may include a bonus of wildflower
vistas in addition to the regular attrac-
tions of bizarre rock formations, historic
mining and livestock areas.
Joshua Tree is only 140 miles from
downtown Los Angeles, all but the last

few miles over Interstate 10, about the
same distance from San Diego and a lei-

surely, half-hour drive from Palm
Springs and the Coachella Valley resort
communities.

This spring is expected to be a flower
standout due to soaking rains last No-
vember and December, but a telephone
call to monument headquarters at Twen-
tynine Palms is suggested in order to
find out locations precisely. The monu-
ment contains elevations ranging from
about 1,000 feet in the Pinto Basin on the
easterly perimeter to nearly 6,000 feet on
the ridge of the Little San Bernardino
Mountains. This is along the northwest
boundary.

For the first-time visitor, some addi-
tional directions may be needed. On the
north boundary, there are five ways into
the monument. The first, from the north-
west along State Highway 62, is at Yucca
Valley, where a paved and graded dirt
route leads to the Black Canyon Camp-
ground and Ranger Station, formerly
known as Jellystone Park, a private
camp. From Black Rock there are only
trails into the rest of the monument.

The next road to the east reaches
southward from the town of Joshua Tree,
a paved two-lane route that forms part of
the loop trip through the northern area of
the monument and back to headquarters
and the interpretive center at Twenty-
nine Palms.

The third road is a paved-dirt road
south into Indian Cove campground and
hiking area, about five miles west of
Twentynine Palms. Here the National
Park Service maintains both a general
family campground and a group-use fa-
cility, available by reservation.
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Opposite page:
Typical Joshua Tree
National Monument

scenery. Photo by
Howard Neal.
Right: A Spanish
dagger blossom.
All black and white
photos from the
Harry Vroman
collection.

Still closer to Twentynine Palms and
monument headquarters is the side road
leading to the 49 Palms oasis off State
Highway 62, about three and one-half
miles west of Twentynine Palms. No
camping is permitted, although there is
a nature trail here, as at Indian Cove.
Palm trees abound!

The monument’s principal north en-
trance is adjacent to the headquarters
and visitors complex, a half-mile south-
east of Twentynine Palms. Here, as at
Black Rock Canyon and Indian Cove,
there are rangers on duty, available free
maps, back country hiking and camping
guides and there are a number of low-
cost interpretive publications, a joint
project of the monument and the Joshua
Tree Natural History Association.

Approaching from the south, the prin-
cipal entrance is along a paved road from
Interstate 10 about 25 miles east of
Indio. This is the Cottonwood Springs
entry, with a ranger station and camp-
ground about eight miles north of the
freeway. Cottonwood Springs is the

principal low-desert approach to the
monument, which means flowers may
appear earlier and vegetation is of the
type found generally through the Colo-
rado Desert rather than the Mojave spe-
cies found in the northern area of the

monument,

One additional route is available to
pickups, four-wheel-drive, dune buggies
or other high-center vehicles. This is
through historic Berdoo Canyon off
Dillon Road northeast of Indio, a
100-year-old freighting and stage route
between the railroad and the old Dale
and Pinto Basin mining districts.

A word of advice, however: Don’t take
any vehicle off-road anywhere in the
monument. There are more than 100
miles of scenic dirt and paved roads
available but off-road travel is pro-
hibited. Most of the monument’s
560,000 acres — except for road corri-
dors and the principal recreational area
in the center of the monument — are
contained in a series of wilderness sec-
tions where only foot traffic is per-

[ONAL MONUMENT
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mitted. Again, it’s advisable to check
with a patrolling ranger, or at camp-
grounds and monument headquarters to
be certain which areas, and old roads,
are available for use.

Over the years, Joshua Tree, con-
trary to most such federal or state park

’eo

areas, has decreased in size. Originally,
when established by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt in 1936, the monument
contained 825,340 acres, but was re-
duced to the present 557,000-acre plus
status about five years later due to pres-
sure from mining groups.

Above: Photographer
Vroman at the
entrance to Hidden
Valley. Left: Inside
Hidden Valley, a
golden thorn cactus
and a rocky
wonderland.

18

The prime mover in establishing

Joshua Tree was the late Minarva Hayt
of South Pasadena, who formed the In-
ternational Desert Conservation League.
Her goal was to stop or greatly reduce
the widespread practice of stripping the
desert of its cactus and other distinc-
tive plants which were widely used in
landscaping. Despite formation of the
monument and other protected enclaves,
the stripping has continued until recent
state and federal controls have put some
teeth into enforcement policies.

Establishment of the wilderness sec-
tions followed enactment of the U.S.
Wilderness Act in 1974 and subsequent
National Park Service restrictions in
1976. Wilderness areas are still acces-
sible to the public, but on foot or horse-
back only and existing roads, some of
them more than 100 years old, were
allowed to return to the desert.

The major exceptions are the old trail
through Berdoo Canyon, Old Dale Road
from Cottonwood Springs northeasterly
and the Covington Flats cattle and
mining trail from the Yucca Valley-
Joshua Tree area. All of these roads are
passable, with great care, by conven-
tional vehicles but travel is advisable by
four-wheel, pickup or dune buggy users
primarily.

Berdoo Canyon road is posted at its
southwest end as a four-wheel-drive
route and often is just that, but in No-
vember of last year the Riverside County
Road Department graded and widened
the road from the end of the paving at
old Berdoo Camp on the old Colorado
River Aqueduct up to the monument
boundary at the 4,200-foot summit of the
Little San Bernardino Mountains, seven
miles south of the Squaw Tank picnic
area.

Squaw Tank, which gets its name
from an old cattle water reservoir built
there nearly a century ago, is the center
of interesting cattle and mining sites
now connected by a loop road with num-

‘bered scenic points and a special

brochure.

Berdoo Camp was the Metropolitan
Water District’s engineering and con-
struction headquarters for the lengthy
Cottonwood, Mecca and Coachella tun-
nels in the 1930s. Many of the old dorm-
itory, shop and medical buildings there
found their way to Coachella Valley
ranches and cities and a few still exist.
The paved road from Dillon Road ends at
the campsite in the lower canyon.
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The Palace Rocks

in Joshua Tree
National Monument.

The monument’s major campground is
north of Squaw Tank along the main
paved loop road that connects the Twen-
tynine Palms and Joshua Tree entry
points. Jumbo Rocks contains more than
130 sites. Sheep Pass Group camp, Ryan
Mountain and, to the northwest, Black
Rock Canyon, and north of the monu-
ment’s principal recreation areas, Indian
Cover, are some of the others.

Cottonwood Spring campgrounds con-
tains more than 60 family campsites,
near the south ranger station and visitors
center. ;

Largely due to its location in the tran-
sitional area between the low or
Colorado Desert and the high Mojave
Desert, the monument contains relative-
ly few Washingtonia palm oases. Largest
of these is 49 Palms near Twentynine
Palms, followed in size by the Oasis of
Mara or 29 Palms. The most secluded
group is at Hidden Palms oasis, reached
via a four-mile trip southeasterly from
Cottonwood Springs campground.

Mining history in the Josuha Tree
country dates to the Civil War, with
sporadic prospecting until late in the
19th Century when serious mining
began. The first organized activity was
in the old Palms Mining District, as the
small placers around the Oasis of Mara
became known. From 1873, about 20
active claims were reported in the first
10 years.

The first sites were within a 10-mile ra-
dius of the marshy springs but soon
prospectors began maving further into
the hills to the south and east. This led to
the development of the authentic mining
boom in the monument region, from
about 1884 well into the first decade of
the 20th Century, but at several different
locations.

The first and among the best known of
these was the group of claims known as
the Virginia Dale, filed in 1885. The
group took its name from a new town
named for the western heroine, located
about 15 miles east of Twentynine Palms
oasis on what became known as Dale Dry
Lake. Well water provided sluicing ser-
vice for the placer diggings six miles
south in the hills.

This was the first of the Dale town-
sites and began to fade within 10 years of
its founding. Activity moved south, fol-
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lowing the prospectors, to the town of
New Dale, some 15 miles to the south-

west in the Pinto Mountains. These
areas are outside the monument but just
barely. Much of the prospecting took
place inside, primarily in the rocky out-
croppings to the north and west of Pleas-
ant Valley, where Squaw Tank is located.

Additional prospecting, and some ac-
tual mining occurred in the Hexie and
Eagle Mountains, to the east, and the
major mining development still active in
Riverside County, the Kaiser Steel Corp-
oration’s Eagle Mountain Mine,
stemmed from these early searches and
sporadic developments.

Kaiser’s claims, improved early in
World War 1l, began as gold prospects
during the Dale rush.

Perhaps the most famous mines were
the Lost Horse and the Desert Queen,
the latter identified in later years with
the legendary Bill Keys, rancher, hard
rock miner, homesteader and authentic
desert character. Keys’ old ranch, also
named the Desert Queen, has been pre-
served as a landmark of the region’s
ranching and mining history. Keys died
in 1969, ending a many years’ battle with
the park service over restoration of min-
ing and ranching in the monument boun-
daries. He had spent most of his 89 years
in the desert, from Death Valley south-
ward to Joshua Tree and became
perhaps better known than either of the
national monuments. The only early-day
mining figure of greater fame, perhaps,

was Walter Scott — Death Valley Scotty.
He and Keys were partners in the early
days.

Keys’ old ranch, the Desert Queen, is
located on a side road just north of the
Squaw Tank junction with the main
monument highway.

Inevitably, there are comparisons
among the two huge desert national
monument, Death Valley and Joshua
Tree, and the largest desert state park in
the world, Anza-Borrego.

All were established in the mid-1930s;
all contain both mining and ranching
historical sites; all are noted for popu-
lations of desert bighorn sheep and
bizarre geologic formations. However,
Death Valley is bigger than the other two
combined and reaches its highest ele-
vation (Telescope Peak, 11,049 feet)
nearly twice as high as either Joshua
Tree or Anza-Borrego.

One thing for sure, this spring hope-
fully, all are noted for extravagant wild-
flower displays, with many of the same
blooms, and the sequence of blossoming
can take a flower fan from early Feb-
ruary, in Anza-Borrego, through late
May, in the uplands of Death Valley.

But for this month, concentrate on
Joshua Tree, one of the most spectatular
as well as most accessible of all Southern
California desert garden spots. It's only
a three-hour run from any metropolitan
area of the south coast, and with gaso-
line availability and prices the way they
are, that’s a decided sales point. O
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Facing the challenge of Baja’s ruggedness requires a little
pre-planning and preparation. This is the first of two-parts
describing how the author put together his . . .

Three extra sets of road lights help spot livestock
wandering about on Baja’s unfenced grazing lands.

AJA

by DON MacDONALD

Photos by Gary Squier

suburbs and suburbs of suburbs.
Our space, our desert, is shrinking
and that which the speculators haven‘t
blocked out, the Bureau of Land
Management has posted. And so your
thoughts turn to Baja, the last tem-
perate land mass on this continent where
you can explore without trespassing and
if you so wish, go days without seeing
another gringo. But you'll need specia-
lized transportation and that’s what this
is about.
Baja is no place for walking. By that |

MANKIND IS EXPLODING with his
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Originally designed for use by the Japanese borestey service,
the 116.1-inch wheelbase Toyota Landcruiser FJ-45 is an ideal
vehicle for long-range cruising on bad roads.

mean having to walk out. You'll need
transportation that’ll get you where you
want to go and get you back again, at
least until the day when you decide, like
some Americans have, to try staying
down there. And it’s true that the Mexi-
can authorities are paving their roads,
more miles each year at an amazingly
fast rate, like finishing Highway No. 1
for 1059 miles from Tijuana to Cabo San
Lucas in less than 12 months once they
put their backs to the job. But the Auto
Club (of Southern California) map,
which is the most accurate of the many in
print, tells you right on its back cover
that . . . unpaved roads on the Penin-
sula are usually rough, with sandy or
rocky stretches and steep inclines,
making a sturdy vehicle essential. Stan-
dard passenger cars are not suitable for
most of the unpaved roads.”’

The roads they’re talking about lead to
the most interesting places, the remote
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bahias and puntas or even, still, to
Scammon’s Lagoon where the grey
whales mate each February and March.
If you want to really see Baja, a ‘‘sturdy
vehicle’’ is indeed essential. In fact, it
has to be much more than just sturdy
and reliable. You'll need traction on all
four wheels most of the time. You'll need
torque to crawl up those '‘steep in-
clines’” because if you charge them,
you're likely to bounce right off into the
mesquite if you're lucky or into thin air if
you're not. You’ll need self-containment
of a different kind, the survival kind, be-
cause water’s even scarcer than gasoline
and food’s the scarcest of all where
you'll be. And you’ll need a bed to
stretch out in which is elevated and cov-
ered to protect you from insects and
snakes and such which don’t see enough
humans to lose their curiosity.

You can’t buy this kind of vehicle from
Cal Worthington or that other fellow on

TV who calls himself the King of RV
Dealers. Cal might have what would best
be called a starter kit; the King’s stuff
wouldn’t get a mile south of Puertocitos.
You have to search around for a few
models of a few brands which offer the
basics upon which you can build and you
might as well buy one that's used be-
cause they cost less. The money saved
will be needed for some judicious modi-
fying and rebuilding which I’ll get to in a
bit.

You see, what you’ll be needing is not
an off-road vehicle but a bad-road ve-
hicle. There are some important differ-
ences between these two. The off-road
vehicle is perhaps typified by those. fat,
shiny Blazers, Ramchargers and Broncos
and the similar pickup trucks from which
they’re derived. True, they have four-
wheel-drive and special tires and some
owners risk the stylish sheetmetal charg-
ing up and down dunes and through
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Sears’ Adventurer series tires with normal tread pattern have proved a match for all
terrain encountered so far and combine traction with a smooth, quiet ride.

mudholes on weekends but these enthu-
siasts aren’t really going anywhere. To
coin a couple of terms one time to clarify
my meaning, ‘‘off-roading’’ is a sport
whereas ‘‘bad-roading’’ is simply coping
with any and all conditions that may
occur between where you start and
where you want to go. Your priority is to
save your equipment, not to see how
much punishment it will take or how fast
it will go.

Mechanically there’s nothing to hin-
der a Blazer or the others mentioned
from taking on any terrain you're likely
to encounter in Baja or most anywhere
else. Their problem is bulk, mainly ex-
cessive width and to the extent that
you'll surely want to conserve fuel, ex-
cessive weight. There are places where
the trail is hacked out of a ledge on a
rocky cliff and the difference between
squeezing through or hanging a wheel
over the side may lay in the difference
between the 78.5-inch width of the
Blazer and the relatively skinny 59.9
inches of, say, a CJ-5 Jeep. Or it could
be the difference in their widest tracks
which are 66.7 and 53.8 inches, re-
pectively. Then with the same sheer
drop on the passenger side, wouldn’t
you rather negotiate a hairpin with the
Jeep’s 2.31-foot shorter turning circle?
Granted, this trail clinging to the side of a
cliff may be the exception but having to
slither between two giant boulders is not
and steel-tough manzanita branches
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overhanging the road are downright
common. In other words, why lay your-
self open to not getting through at the
worst or ripping up some expensive
sheetmetal at the least. The first poss-
ibility is labeled ““worst’’ because most
often in that situation, there’s no place to
turn around and if you thought going in
was bad, try backing out!

Look for another feature, too, which is
peculiar to the functionally designed
4WD vehicles such as the ] eep or Toyota
Land Cruiser and that is a low hoodline.
There is perhaps nothing more discon-
certing, or even dangerous, than to crest
a rise at any speed and see nothing
ahead but the horizon. The broad, high
hood contours of Blazers and their ilk
block out visual contact with everything
but vast expanses of sky at these mo-
ments. For all you know, the trail may
have ended at that point or the last storm
may have washed a ton of debris di-
rectly in your path. So, think low, thin,
light and functional when you’re choos-
ing your Baja cruiser.

These considerations pretty much re-
strict you to the two variations of the CJ
Series Jeeps or the Toyota Land Cruiser
if you want to buy a new vehicle or, if you
go the used route as | suggested, those
plus the Datsun (Nissan) Patrol and the
English Land Rover which are no longer
actively exported to this country. Pos-
sible compromise candidates are any In-
ternational Scout, particularly the latest

Scout 111 on the longer of the fwo whee)-
bases, and 4WD domestic pickups with
six- to eight-foot beds that were built
prior to the time when Detroit decided to
high-style its light truck offerings. Then,
if you're lucky, you can find something
like the vehicle pictured on these pages
which is a very rare FJ-45 Toyota Land
Cruiser, a long-wheelbase pickup varia-
tion of which only 2782 were sold here
between the years 1962 and 1967. An
equally lucky and rare find would be
what is known as the Land Rover 108,
the numbers standing for a wheelbase
that is 20 inches longer than the more
familiar Land Rover 88. Nor should |
forget the more numerous wheel-
base Toyota Land Cruisers with four~
door wagon bodies which could be modi-
fied for our purpose.

My pre-occupation with the proper
combination of wheelbase and overall
length has to do with the type of self-
containment | feel is needed to cruise
primitive areas in reasonable comfort.
The CJ-5 and CJ-7 Jeeps, the regular
Toyota Land Cruiser and the Land
Rover, and the Datsun Patrol are too
short for one much less two adults to
sleep comfortably in the back. So too, for
that matter, are Blazers, Broncos and
Ramchargers. The long-wheelbase Toyo-
ta pictured, its four-door wagon coun-
terpart on the same chassis, the Land
Rover 108 and the latest Scout Travelall,
all with rear seating removed, will ac-
commodate two people up to six feet tall
with a few inches to spare, as will any
eight-foot pickup bed. The six-foot ver-
sions of the latter are strictly for shorter
folks.

Why not a Jeep with a light camping
trailer, the type that folds out to make a
tent, you ask? The answer is that towing
anything under the conditions you’ll en-
counter in Baja will severely restrict your
mobility. It you don’t break the hitch,
you’ll hang up on it when you try to no-
gotiate your way in and out of a narrow
wash. And | don’t know of any produc-
tion trailers that are sprung or con-
structed sturdily enough to take the
beating. | could imagine several other
prablems but hitch clearance is the main
one. An ex-military utility trailer on a
pintle hook, maybe, but not anything at-
tached to a conventional Class Ill,
frame-mounted hitch. However, if you
want to fool with portable tents and
camping cots, then the wheelbase of
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