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Desert Magazine Bock Shop

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Third edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
oy Anza, Kit Carsen, the Mormen Battalion,
‘49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the

lockass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $3.50.

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS by Russ Lead-
obrand. There are two separate books under
this title. Volume 1 covers the area from Kings
Canyon National Park, near Bishop, to the
Mexican Border. Volume 2 covers one or two-
day trips around Los Angeles. Both books con-
tain maps for each trip with photographs, his-
torical information, recreational facilities, camp-
sites, hiking trails, etc. Excellent travel guides.
Both volumes are slick paperback, 180 pages,
$1.95 each. WHEN ORDERING BE CERTAIN TO
STATE WHICH VOLUME NUMBER.

THE WEEKEND TREASURE HUNTER by A. H.
Ryan. A companion book to his Weekend Gold
Miner, this volume is alse concise and packed
with information on what to lock foer and what
to do with your treasure after you have found
it. Subjects range from Beach Combing to Sunk-
en Treasures. Poperback, 76 paoges, $1.95.

BEACHES OF BAJA by Walt Wheelock. The au-
thor haos personally explored the beautiful
beaches of Bajo, which, unlike those of Upper
California, are uncluttered and uncrowded. He
tells how to reach the beaches and what type of
transportation is needed. A companion book to
Gerhord and Gulick's Lower California Guide
Book. Paperbook, illustrated, 72 poges, $1.95.

DEATH VALLEY JEEP TRAILS by Roger Mitchell.
Although a system of paved roads covers Death
Valley National Monument, there is even a
larger network of back country reads leading
to old mining camps, stamp mills and other
little-known areas of interest. The author has
provided a guide to these places for explorers
with back country vehicles. Paperback, illustra-
ted, 36 pages, $1.00.

JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS by
Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, infor-
mal histery of life in the mining camps deep in
Colorado Rockies. Fifty-eight towns are included
the almost inaccessible mountain fastness of the
as examples of the vigorous struggle for exist-
ence in the mining camps of the West. 239
pages, illustrated, end sheet map. Hardcover.
$5.50

A GUIDE FOR INSULATOR COLLECTORS by John
C. Tibbitts. Long time collector and author of
several bottle books, the author has written twa
volumes on insulators, covering 90 percent of
the field. Insulators in Vol. 1 (127 pages) are
different than those in Vel 2 {119 pages).
Paperbacks, well illustrated. $3.00 each, OR-
DER BY VOLUME NUMBER.

MEXICAN COOK BOOK by the Editors of Sun-
set Books. Mexican recipes for American cooks,
thoroughly tested and suited for products avail-
able in the United States. Includes comprehen-
sive shopping guide, all cooking techniques and
recipes from soups to desserts and drinks. Large
slick paper format, well illustrated, 94 pages,
$1.95.

s G -

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL
PARKS
BY THE EDITORS OF SUNSET BOOKS

Like other Sunset Books, this newly re-
vised edition is beautifully illustrated and
gives complete information, including his-
tory, description, campsites, availability of
space, recreational facilities, etc., of the
state and national parks in California.
Ideal for vacationers, Large format, slick
paperback;, B0 pages.

$1.95

METAL DETECTOR HANDBOOK by Art Lassagne,
2nd edition. Includes history, operating tech-
niques, interpretation of signals, and Directory
of Manufacturers. One of the most complete
handbooks of its kind. Paperback, 45 pages.
$3.00.

ROUGH RIDING by Dick Cepek and Walt Wheel-
ock. Two veteran travelers have compiled an ex-
cellent book on how to drive and survive in the
back country. Although based on driving
through Baja California, the information is ap-
plicable to all areas of the West. Strongly
recommended for both amateurs and veterans.
Paperback, 36 pages, $1.00.

REDWOOD COUNTRY by the Editors of Sunset
Books. A comprehensive travel guide and his-
tory of the giant Redwood trees of Northern
California, plus a complete description and
guide to the newly published Redwood National
Park. Accurate maps and more than 100 photo-
graphs. Large format slick paperback, 96 poges,
$1.95.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE
Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ALSO
ADD 5 PERCENT SALES TAX

Send check or money order to Desert Maga-

zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California

92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.0.D. orders.

WILD FLOWERS OF THE PACIFIC COAST by
Leslie L. Haskin. A completely revised and en-
larged edition, this guide gives a broaod scien-
tific basis for a definitive identificaton of wild
flowers. With descriptions are more than 100
full-color photographs, plus black and white,
describing 332 flowers and shrubs. Hardcover,
450 pages, $595.

WESTERN CAMPSITE DIRECTORY by the Editors
of Sunset Books. Just published, this book lists
more than 5000 private and public camp-
grounds in the 11 western states and British
Columbia and Western Alberta, including hun-
dreds of new campsites to care for the ever
increasing amount of people taking to the open
road. Just right for planning a vacation. Large
format, slick paperback, illustrated, 128 pages,
$1.95.

THE WEEKEND GOLD MINER by A. H. Ryan. An
electronic physicist "bitten by the gold bug,’
the author has written a concise and informative
book for amateur prospectors telling where and
hew geld is feund and how it is separated and
tested, all based on his own practical ex-
perience. Paperback, 40 pages, $1.50.

HAPPY WANDERER TRIPS by Slim Barnard.
Television travel personalities Henrietta and
Slim Barnard have produced two separate vol-
umes on the hundreds of trips shown on their
popular television series. Volume 1 has 52
trips in Seuthern California, and Velume 2 lists
41 trips in Arizona, Nevada and Mexico. All of
the trips are illustrated with excellent maps and
give prices of lodging, etc. Highly recommend-
ed for family weekend excursions. Both are
large slick paperback with 4-color cover. Price
is $2.95 each. WHEN ORDERING BE SURE AND
STATE WHICH VOLUME NUMBER.

ROCK DRAWINGS OF THE COSO RANGE by
Campbell Grant, James Baird and Kenneth
Pringle. Authors use the petroglyphs found in
California’s Inyo County to piece together the
habits and activities of prehistoric people. Al-
though wusing the Coso Range carvings and
paintings, the hieroglyphics are similar to those
found throughout the Americas. Soft cover, slick
paper, more than 100 photos, maps and draw-
ings. 145 pages, $3.95.

CAMPING AND CLIMBING IN BAJA by John W.
Robinsen. Contains excellent maps and photos.
A guidebook te the Sierro San Pedro Martir and
the Sierra Juarez of upper Baja Calif. Much
of this land is unexplored and unmapped still.
Car routes to famous ranches and camping spots
in palm-studded canyons with trout streams
tempt weekend tourists who aren’t up to hiking.
Paperback, 96 pages, $2.95.

A GUIDEBOOK TO THE SOUTHERN SIERRA
NEVADA by Russ Leadabrand. |llustrated with
good photographs and maps, this volume covers
the Sierra region south of the Sequoia National
Park, including most of the Sequoia National
Forest. Paperback, $1.95.

EARTHQUAKE COUNTRY by Robert lacopi. Pub-
lished by Sunset Books, this well illustrated
book separates fact from fiction and shows
where faults are located, what to do in the
event of an earthquake, past history and what
to expect in the future. Highly recommended for
all Californians. Large format, slick paperback,
160 pages, $2.95.
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Book

Reviews

by Jack Pepper

BOTTLES AND RELICS
By Marvin and Helen Davis

This is the fifth book by Marvin and
Helen Davis, veteran bottle collectors
and treasure hunters. Among the many
outstanding features of their newest book
is more than 30 pages of color illustra-
tions of bottles. Instead of photograph-
ing the bottles against a plain background
they used imagination and set the items
in natural settings.

In addition to the color photographs
there are dozens of pages of black and
white photographs showing more than
500 bottles with descriptions and cur-
rent prices.

The book also includes a special sec-
tion on the collection and display of
relics such as guns, horns, cooking uten-
sils and other items found in the West
which are considered collector’s items.

Another interesting part of the book
is on treasure hunting and the use of
metal detectors. Slick paperback, 155
pages, four-color cover, $4.50.

BOOK OF CACTI
By Harry C. Lawson

Written for the amateur, this book
tells how to plant, care for and identify
cactus found in the West. Whether you
plan to plant just one cacti in a pot, or
start a cactus garden, it will assure you of
successful planting.

Using his own cactus collection, the
author has included 409 photographs and
descriptions of the plants. As the author
states: "The person who starts a cactus
garden will never cease to marvel how a
dusty looking little blob of green, all
bristles and defiance, can produce such
unique and breath-takingly lovely
blooms.” Paperback, illustrated, 36 pages,
$2.00.
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GHOST TOWNS OF NEW MEXICO

By Michael Jenkinson with Karl
Kernberger

The history of New Mexico is remin-
iscent of the ancient sagas. The conquis-
tadors, the gunmen, the miners and
freighters, the merchants and the poli-
ticians—all these moved west and carved
a home, a territory, and, finally, a state
out of mountains and plains that were
hostile and harsh.

These pioneers were men of honor as
well as low, mean creatures, and a length
of rope and a cottonwood limb often
promptly solved what the quick flash of
a barroom gun left unfinished.

Ghost Towns is not just a tourists’
guide to exotic places. The book spans
the history of New Mexico from the past
to the present. Tales of Russian Bill and
Billy the Kid are set off against the first
atomic explosion; the unsolved murder
of Colonel Albert Fountain and his son
is recounted; and, coming to the present,
the reader visits a deserted town in which
a lone astronomer studies the sky for his
own pleasure.

The book is exceptionally well written
and Karl Kernberger's photographs could
be hung in any gallery. Hardcover, high
quality paper, large format, 153 pages.
Makes an excellent gift. $7.50.

NOTICE
Unless otherwise stated in
the review, all books re-
viewed in DESERT Maga-
zine are available through
the Desert Magazine Book
Shop. Please add 50 cents
per order (not per book)
for handling and postage.
California residents must
also add 5 percent sales
tax for the total amount of

books.

TREASURE HUNTER'S GUIDE
TO THE LAW

By Clair Martin Christensen

Whether you are an avid treasure hunt-
er with a metal detector and other equip-
ment or merely a casual explorer you may
someday find a valuable “treasure trove.”
Would you be able to keep it? Are you
in violation of Federal laws when you
pick up an Indian arrowhead? What is
lost property ?

The Treasure Hunter's Guide to the
Law answers these questions and dozens
of others which vitally affect finders of
valuables. The author also provides his
interpretation of the controversial Fed-
eral Antiquities Act of 1906.

Among the many other subjects covered
are Mining Claims, Income Tax Aspects,
Gold Regulations, Trespass and Salvage,
and Marking and Recording of Claims.

This concise and factual book should
be carried by anyone who is exploring
the West and who might someday be
lucky enough to find a treasure trove—
whether it be an Indian arrowhead or
gold bullion. Paperback, 46 pages, $2.75.

NEW MEXICO PLACE NAMES
Edited by T. M. Pearce

Published by the University of New
Mexico, this book lists all of the places,
towns, former sites, mountains, hills,
mesas, rivers, lakes, arroyos etc. in New
Mexico including those settled by the
early Spaniards.

In addition to listing the places and
locations it provides a concise history of
the subjects. Persons traveling through
or in New Mexico will find their trip
is much more interesting if they know
the history of the places they visit.

It is also a valuable guide for back
country explorers, including treasure
hunters, bottle collectors and those in-
terested in seeing Indian settlements and
artifacts.

Paperback, 187 pages with more than
5000 individual names, $2.45.



URING THE course of a business
day a volume of mail crosses
my desk with requests, regrets and
kudos from our family of readers.
The degree of variety of these letters
staggers the imagination. From the
East coast will be a missive from an
avid herpetologist inquiring where and
when is the best time to organize a
snake-gathering expedition. From a
reader in the Midwest is a query as to
the authenticity of a tribe of albino
Indians that apparently inhabited an
area near San Bernardino. A subscriber from Northern California wrote in to say that
somehow she had received four copies of DESERT Magazine and didn’t know what
to do, I had to admit on that one it was a clear-cut case of too much of a good thing.
I will not attempt to infer that all the mail is congratulatory, either. Some border
on being nasty. The policy of this magazine is to introduce people to the desert areas
of the southwest and at the same time add historical facts to make a pleasing combi-
nation for all to enjoy. The tranquility of the desert has to be discovered first hand.
Its calming influence is known to all of its lovers and the following letter is testimony
enough for me that the policy is a good one.
Dear Desert Magazine:
I want you to know how very much I appreciate your magazine.
It has actually restored my mother's good health. Your interesting
articles have so fascinated her that she bought a dune buggy. She has
spent days roaming and exploring. To her the desert is an intriguing and
exciting place, a friendly enchanted place, full of golden sunshine.
The physical exercise and mental outlook was a therapy no doc-
tor had ever recommended. She got so she could walk long distances
in the soft sand; scramble up and down hills and even carry loads of
rock.

A Peck
in the

Publisher’s
Doke

An arthritic victim for years, she was partially resigned to her
wheel-chair at the age of sixty years, Before the arthritis she had been
a very active person who enjoyed walking and was an enthusiastic
mountain climber.

Your magazine started her to thinking, wanting to be able to
"go'" again. Pictures and stories of old-timers gave her hope. If they did
it, so could she. So she tried and won out!

The golden sunshine; the clean, clear air; walking in the soft
sand, strengthened and straightened her bad leg. It also brought her
a whole new interest in life. She is now due for surgery, but you can
bet that after that she will be back out there following the Desert
Magazine trails !

Thank you,
L Lo R

Thank you, L. L. R. and it would be a banner day for me to meet your mother
on one of our “'golden sunshine™ trails.

Publisher’s Note: Due to a mechanical breakdown of the new wrapping machine
last month’s issue was not wrapped as specified. I was heartened by the amazingly
few books that were reported damaged. All damaged copies have been replaced
and my apologies for any inconvenience.

INBOW'S
END...
BOLDAX

TREASURE LOCATOR!
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“COMMANDER” 720
This Goldak Treasure
Locator is unsurpassed for
locating buried treasure,
coins. Civil War relics and
for beachcombing. Features
“Tell-Tone" Signal. Locates
any metal object under dirt,
sand, mud, rock, etc. No
cumbersome cords—com-
pletely transistorized, bat-
tery powered.

When it comes to find-
ing your pot of gold, go
with the leader— go with

\\ & Goldak!
2 \ EFFECTIVE DEPTH RANGE
’ (Under Normal Conditions)
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8-12"...
18". .. Pistol

24", Jar of Coins

Silver Dollar

307, .. Kettle

36"...Placer
Gold Deposit
48" ... Metal
Chest
60". .. Large
Metallic

Start out right—send $1.00 pre-
paid for authentic ﬁcld-platad b ) M
replica of a Spanish doubloon HARARE
found off Cape Kennedy.
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1101-A Air Way :

Glendale, California 91201 \
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doubloon replica with pouch.
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IGH ON THE eastern slope of

the Sierra Nevada ridge in
California lies the town of Bodie
where chilling blasts drop the tem-
perature to 20 degrees below zero
during the winter which usualy lasts
nine months of the year.

The miners in those days were a
robust lot, braving the chilling
blasts of winter and the scorching
sun of summer to follow the con-
stant rumors of new ‘‘excitements”
of the gold and silver country.

The first “‘excitement” in Bodie
was played out early, or so the min-
ers thought. But beneath their shal-
low mining, lay one of the history's
most fabulous veins of gold ore. It
would not be discovered for 14 more
years, and then it would be discover-
ed by accident.

The exodus from Bodie had be-
gun. Some later worked their way
over the top again looking still for
new bonanzas, living the life of the
one-blanket prospector or renting a
bed used by one or two others in a
regularly-scheduled 24-hour period.
They slept in hastily built boarding
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houses with one layer of wood and
one sheet of wall paper between
them and the gnashing winds that
swept the mountaintops and the high
plateaus.

During these years between 1860
and 1874, intermittent, hopeful min-
ing continued on the 9000-foot Bo-
die bluffs.

California's Governor Leland Stan-
ford, one of the "'Big Four' of trans-
continental railroad fame, came one
day to look over the Bodie Bluff Con-
solidated Mining Company. He had
just become its president. Since the
consolidation had called for capital,
the Governor was going to supply it
to the tune of $1,000,000. But his
bombastic ‘“expert’” was so sure
gold could not be found more than
200 feet below the ground, he pro-
nounced, “If any gold were found
deeper,, they could hang him in the
shaft."”

The Governor and his party were
standing at that moment within 10
feet of millions and millions in gold.
Governor Stanford left in disdain.
“I wouldn't give $500 for the whole
district,”” he said. Whereupon the

Governor left, presumably never to
return.

The Bodie Bluff Consolidated
Mining Company fell into the hands
of four men. Out of the four, one be-
came a state legislator, one died in
a mining accident, and the remain-
ing two later let the mine go by de-
fault to pay their $950 food bill at
O'Hara’'s boarding house. Food was
not cheap during the gold rush days.
A loaf of bread could be $4 to $6
and one egg, $1.50. A pound of
butter was $14. The high cost of
food certainly must have been
passed on to the luckless boarders.
Meat was scarce, so were fruit and
vegetables. No one had much time to
hunt or to grow food. They were too
busy mining. All that was to come
later.

When the two remaining owners,
Essington and Lockberg, drifted on
to other ‘‘excitements’ thoroughly
disgusted with their Consolidated
Mine, O'Hara reluctantly took it over
to pay their debt. Vainly, O'Hara
offered to sell the mine. All he want-
ed was $950 for it, but there were
no takers.



In 1874, Essington and Lockberg
returned to Bodie. They had found
nothing more promising than the
mine they had left behind, so they
decided they might as well return to
it. Making a deal with the relieved
O'Hara, they worked out their $950
debt and thereby rebought their
mine.

Timber was scarce In those days.
Bodie is above the timberline. Lum-
ber was rolled down one side of the
mountain and hauled up the other
by mule and by pulley. The pulleys
often broke under the strain, send-
ing the timber crashing down the
mountainside again. It often took as
long as 16 hours to raise the lumber
up one slope. Some lumber was
hauled from the Mono Mill, across
the brackish, lifeless Mono Lake on
barges. From the northeastern cor-
ner of the lake, the timber was load-
ed onto waiting mule teams and
taken the arduous sixteen miles into
Bodie. Wood was not only scarce, it
was expensive.

Because of this condition, not
enough timber was used to buttress
the diggings and the Bodie Bluff
Consolidated Mining Company was
supported no differently.

Essington and Lockberg had be-
gun digging again. One day while
they were down at the boarding
house—presumably working off their
debt—a great rumble set in. It
could be heard throughout the
bluffs. Some thought it was an earth-
quake. Each involved, thought it was
his mine. Essington and Lockberg
ran to theirs, as all the others did,
in despair, afraid to look, knowing
something devastating had happen-
ed. It had.

There in front of their eyes, was
the Great Bonanza Ledge—a fortune
in gold. The shattering collapse of
of their shaft had unearthed this
great deposit of gold.

It was said the gold was so pure,
each pound was worth thousands of
dollars. Though it is also said most

of the gold in the Bodie Mining Dis-
Continued on Page 36
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ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, INC., (S.F. area)

The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the
camper top can be safely operated even by a small
child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top is
lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve. Drive
safely at any speed with minimum drag and sway.
Sit or recline on comfortable couches while travel-
ing with top down. Alaskan camper top raises in sec-

R. D. HALL MFG., INC., 9847 Glenoaks Bivd.,, Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley) California 91352, Dept. D
ALASKAN CAMPERS NORTHWEST, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle, Wash. 98168, Dept. D.
jon of Interstab

™

onds. Enjoy
roomy walk-

features.

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.

Route 1, Box 332, Suisun City, California 94585, Dept. D

Highway 80 and State 21

U, 8. PATENT MO, 2879103

in living quarters, weather tight, high ceiling, ‘“home
! " complete with three-burner stove,
sink, cabinets, ice box, beds and many other luxury

away from home,’

6 FACTORIES TO SERVE YOU

PENNECAMP, INC., 401 W. End Ave,, Manheim, Penna., 17545, Dept. 4.

G. R. Grubbs Manufacturing, Inc. d/b/a
ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, 9042 Longpoint Rd., Houston, Texas 77055, Dept. D.

FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, INC., 1100 Denver Ave., Fort Lupton, Colorado 80621, Depl. D
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CANADIAN PATENT MO, 837.%4%




Tijuana has many smart shops
with goods imported from
throughout the world, Tourists
should explore the side streets
as well as the main Avenida
Revolucion. The Benito [uarez
Monument (above) is typical of
the many monuments along

the bighway.
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BAJA

by Jack Delaney

Mexico today
has many fine
accommodations.
T bis is the
Motel Lucerna
in Mexicali.

TOURIST IN one of the Mexican

border towns was happy because he
had just purchased Pancho Villa's skull
for only 100 pesos. Later, while brows-
ing through other curio shops in search
of bargains, he saw a smaller skull on
display with a placard reading: “Pancho
Villa’s skull—only 100 pesos!"” He ap-
proached the shopkeeper and informed
him that there must be a mistake because
he had just purchased the authentic item
in another shop. The shopkeeper replied:
"Oh, that's all right, senor, this is the
skull of Pancho Villa when he was a
boy !"

If this infers you are likely to be
cheated in the Mexican border towns,
the answer is that anyone who tries hard
enough can be "taken” anywhere on
earth—even in the United States! In re-
cent years, town officials along the Baja
California border have done a wonderful
job of upgrading their communities in
order to attract tourists, You can now
visit Tijuana, Tecate, Mexicali, and nu-
merous small settlements between these
principal cities, with confidence you will
be welcomed by our Latin friends and
not be considered as “pigeons’” for ne-
farious schemes.

In order to prove to ourselves that
this is true we took the above-mentioned
trip and had a safe, interesting, and
thoroughly enjoyable experience. Mis.
Delaney and 1 had visited Tijuana, Te-
cate, and Mexicali before, but we had

never driven Mexican Highway 2 be-
tween these cities. Our trip lasted three
days, with overnight stays in each major
community, to enable us to snoop around
behind the tourist curtain and absorb
the thinking and attitudes of the local
people.

After obtaining Mexican automobile
insurance on the U.S. side of the border
(a three-day policy cost us slightly over
$5.00) we entered Tijuana through the
grand international gate around noon
on Thursday. A right turn onto 2nd
Street for about four blocks brought us
to the main street, called Avenida Revo-
lucion. The first half-dozen blocks of
this thoroughfare are jumping “go-go”
places, complete with sidewalk barkers
who assure the passersby that they'll
miss something if they pass by!

However, even along “go-go row” all
is not sex. At 4th Street we visited the
sidewalk Tourist Information Bureau and
found the personnel to be courteous and
helpful. Also, a variety of tourist attrac-
tions are available in this section, Several
arcades display native handcrafts and im-
ported items. One of the best is the For-
eign Club Arcade, located near the Tour-
ist Bureau booth. In this area visitors
have an opportunity to be photographed
astride, or beside, a striped burro! This
animal is native only to Tijuana—no
other place in the world has striped bur-
ros, according to local authorities.

Between 7th and 8th Streets is one of
9



the most interesting exhibits south of the
border. This is the Inco Glass Factory.
Here, while resting in comfortable seats
on a visitor’s grandstand, we watched
master craftsmen form objects of glass.
This is not a small glass blowing opera-
tion. There are a half-dozen large blast
furnaces, using diesel fuel, which attain
a temperature of 2500 degrees. Helpers
draw globs of molten glass from the fur-
naces and pass them on to the craftsmen
who form the finished product by cut-
ting and shaping it like dough, with hand
tools.

Tijuana has grown from a population
of 500 in 1911 to its present size of close
to 250,000 residents. It is the most visited
city in the world—more than 12 million
people cross the border each year! Most
come for the city's spectacular attractions
—horse racing, dog racing, bull fights,
and Jai Alai games. The Caliente Race
Track is famous, with its luxurious ap-
pointments, restaurant, cocktail lounge,
and penthouse (Top O The Grand). A
special feature is the evening conversion
from a horse track to a dog track for
greyhound racing!

Two bullrings accommodate the man
versus beast sports fans—the centrally
located Toreo de Tijuana, and the Plaza
Monumental which is about five miles
out of town near the Pacific Ocean. This
is the second largest ring in the world—
the only larger one is Plaza Monumental
in Mexico City. Jai Alai is reported to be
the fastest moving sport spectacle. It is
presented in the colorful Fronton Pal-
ace—with pari-mutuel betting. Jai Alai
has been played for years in Spain, Mexi-
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co, and other countries. It is a version of
the Basque sport called “pelota.”

We stayed at the Motel Leon on 7th
Street, near Avenida Revolucion, because
of its central location and its typical
Mexican design. A ground floor court
used for parking guests’ automobiles is
surrounded by the motel units on the
2nd and 3rd floors, with balconies
around the court. It was fun watching
maids drop bed linens, etc., over the rail-
ings to the parking area below. When
one emptied a jug of water over the rail-
ing and barely missed a man walking be-
low, we realized how carefree life is here.
The room was comfortable, the setting
interesting, and the cost was only $8.00
per night.

We enjoyed a delicious dinner at the
motel’s excellent eating place, the Coron-
et Restaurant. This establishment features
many tempting dishes, including abalone
steak, Guaymas shrimp, lobster, wild
game (in season), and flaming desserts,
at reasonable prices. Native specialties
are also offered.

Another enjoyable dining experience
occurred at the Hosteria Pollos del Cas-
tillo, the new establishment of Senor
Ricardo Castillo. The building, which
appears to be a castle, is the most artistic
and impressive restaurant structure in
the state of Baja California! It is located
at number 130 Boulevard Agua Caliente,
which is a continuation of Avenida Revo-
lucion, This showplace is Senor Castillo’s
contribution to the new, greater Tijuana.
The menu includes many tempting
dishes: chiles rellenos, tacos, tamales, en-
chiladas, etc. We settled for a combina-

tion plate and enjoyed all of them. The
price for this delicious spread was $1.50
each,

On the way to Tecate the next morn-
ing we stopped at Rodriquez Dam, which
was constructed in the early '30s. It was
dedicated to General Abelardo Rodriquez,
who was the governor of Baja California
at the time. A few miles before Tecate
we passed Rancho La Puerta, a well-
known health resort that draws many
clients from the United States. It has ac-
commodations for 400 guests and offers
a reducing program featuring exercise
and a strict diet routine. Don't stop here
for a juicy steak—you would probably
be served a meat substitute covered with
a delicious gravy substitute!

We found Tecate to be a quiet, pleas-
ant, family town with an absence of
night clubs, race tracks, etc. Although
it is on the United States border, it has
managed to retain its Mexican flavor.
Downtown Tecate has several motels and
restaurants, and a number of curio and
souvenir shops. A feature here is the
sparkling spring water that is safe to
drink directly from the bathroom tap.
Also, this is the home of an excellent
beer that bears the town’s name.

Our choice among the local motels
was the El Dorado which is modern, has
a swimming pool, and an adjacent restau-
rant (the Venecia Dorado). The rate for
our twin-bed room was $10.00. We dined
at the Venecia Dorado where a delicious
meal, including Margaritas, cost about

$5.00 for two. This restaurant offers an
international cuisine — everything from

tacos to pizzas!




While having dinner, we observed a
group of 12 or 14 women seated at a
large table next to ours. Their plates were
overflowing with food and they were
digging into the goodies with a ven-
geance. We asked the waiter if this was
a local women's club, and received the
answer: ""No, these are guests of Rancho
La Puerta where they are on strict diets!”

In the border cities of Baja, the U.S.
dollar is used freely for purchases and
return change, However, prices in shops
are frequently shown in pesos (the Mexi-
can dollar). A simple formula for con-
verting pesos into U.S. dollars is to mul-
tiply the pesos by 8, and point off two
places. (Example: 20 pesos times 8
equals 160; pointed off this is $1.60 in
in U.S. money.)

Since speed limits along highways are
posted in kilometers, a simple conver-
sion formula came in handy while we
were driving, Just multiply the kilometers
by 6, and point off one place for an ap-
proximate figure. (Example: 100 Km.
times 6 equals 600; pointed off this is
60 miles per hour.)

Throughout our entire trip we found
everyone friendly and helpful. It was
early March when we planned to drive
over the mountain from Tecate to Mexi-
cali, and were concerned about road con-
ditions, the possibility of heavy snows,
etc. A quick check at the tourist bureau
and the police station, both located at
the city hall across from the town plaza,
brought assurances that no difficulties
would be encountered, These offices are
notified within an hour when dangerous
weather conditions develop around the
mountain summit.

After leaving Tecate, Mexican High-
way 2 took us through miles of beautiful
scenery; more rolling hills and more
olive groves. We saw many farms, and
cows everywhere—even on the highway,
Suddenly we realized why the setting
was so enjoyable mile after mile—there
were no billboards marring the land-
scape! At the summit we stopped at the
town called La Rumorosa for a rest per-
iod, then proceeded along a stretch of
downgrade offering tremendous vistas of
the desert about 5000 feet below. Upon
reaching the desert, the road continues
to the Mexicali Valley, with its green
fields and farms spread out for many
miles.

Just before entering Mexicali we saw
a long stretch of shacks along the high-
way, built of scrap wood, cardboard, and
any other material that could hold them
together. This might be called "poverty
the counterpart of which can be
found in any country in the world. Two
points that attracted our interest were
the apparent happiness of the children
who were frolicing around their meager
abodes, and the fact that many of the
residents had flowers growing in front of
their places! Even in poverty, the Mexi-
can people’s love of beauty is evident.

row,"”

We continued on Highway 2 to its
junction with Highway 5 (the San Felipe
road.) At this point we turned left for
about a mile to a highway circle where
the choice is a left turn to the industrial
section, or straight ahead on a divided
highway, labelled “Aeropuerto.” This is
Benito Juarez Boulevard, and is the best
route into the Mexicali business district.
After a couple of miles we passed Juarez
Monument where the street name changes
to Justo Sierra Boulevard. Another mile
or two brought us to Reforma Boulevard.
A left turn here led us to the center of
Mexicali.

This city has a population of more
than 300,000, including the Valley, and
is the center of a vast cotton producing
area. Mexicali Valley has been called:
"“The cotton ginning capital of the world”
—because of its large concentration of
cotton gins. You will find the city to be
a wholesome and hospitable community.
There are no horse or dog racing tracks
here—participation sports are favored.
Boxing, wrestling, basketball and foot-
ball are popular, with buildings and out-
door parks provided for them. Swim-
ming and tennis are offered at the swank
Casino de Mexicali, and golfing at the
beautiful Club Campestre.

The central business section of town
is slanted toward the tourist trade, with
curio stores featuring native items and
imports. Here, we were fascinated with
the colorful pottery, pinatas, Mexican
dresses, silver, jewelry, leather goods,
and a wide array of other handcrafted
merchandise. Also, there are numerous
fine restaurants, an assortment of motels,
and an adequate number of nightclubs
for a bit of evening celebrating. The
Mexicali Turf Club, on the main street,

Continued on Page 37
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Sierra Gampsites

URING THE winter the snow-covered
Eastern Sierra Nevadas, towering
thousands of feet into the sky, are in
sharp contrast to the desert floor below.
As spring turns into summer the melting
snows cascade down the mountains, form-
ing hundreds of creeks and filling the
lakes for the enjoyment of fishermen and
vacationers.

To accommodate the ever increasing
number of people seeking solace in these

mountain retreats, the Bureau of Land
Management has established five new
campsites along U.S. 395 from Lone Pine
to Crowley Lake which are now ready for
summer use,

Driving north on U.S. 395, the most
southerly of the five new sites is Tuttle
Creek Recreation Area. In Lone Pine take
the Whitney Portal Road for three miles
and follow the signs to the campground.
There are 85 family units and the camp
can accommodate 496 people. At an ele-
vation of 5200 feet you are in the sha-
dow of Mt. Whitney, the highest peak
in the United States, rising 14,496 feet
above sea level.

Campsites in the latest

Bureau of Land Management
areas offer ample space for
privacy. Many are near fishing
streams and lakes.

This campground is so scenic one va-
cationer remarked from the depths of
her camp chair, "T could just sit here all
day and do nothing but look at the
mountains.”” However, the young fry
were exploring nearby trails while father
was fishing in Tuttle Creck and pulling
in some rainbow and brown trout for
dinner.

Mountaineers will be interested in
driving back to the turnoff and follow-
ing the paved road to Whitney Portal.
Park your car there, for hiking now takes
over if you want to climb to the top of
Mt. Whitney and sign the register in the
hut on the mountain’s peak. Many peo-
ple accomplish this during the summer
months, The round trip may be made in
a day.

Tuttle Camp adjoins the Alabama
Hills; gigantic and fantastically eroded
outcroppings of granite. A great place
to hike and take pictures, this site has
been used many times as a locale for the
movies. There is a natural amphitheatre
here called the Deepest Valley Theatre,
situated in a spot which was found to
possess naturally fine acoustics. Outdoor
concerts featuring nationally known art-
ists are held here usually late in the
summer.

Fifteen miles north of Lone Pine on
U.S. 395 is the town of Independence.
Here you will see the dark redwood sign
used by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to designate all the campsites,
this one by the curb near the post office
says Symmes Creek. Follow the road

leading through Onion Valley westward
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a few miles to a designated turnoff and
a little over two miles farther,

Four hundred and forty people can be
accommodated here as the camp contains
55 family units. It is situated in rather
open country so that great expanses of
the Sierra Nevadas are breathtaking.
Underfoot, wild flowers bloom undis-
turbed creating a colorful carpet over the
entire area. And this enjoyment will be
enhanced by trout limits from well
stocked Symmes Creek.

While in Independence visit the East-
ern California Museum, a treasure house
of Indian artifacts, pictures and relics of
early life in the Owens Valley. Near the
Museum is the house of the famous
author, Mary Austin. This house, con-
taining much olden time memorabilia of
the area, will be open for visitors this
summer. On a prominent corner on
Main Street stands the Commander
House. It was brought here from Fort
Independence where it had been occu-
pied by several of the commanders of
forces during Indian uprisings in this
area, Relics of operations carried on at
the Fort can be viewed on the grounds
back of the house.

Driving north from Independence to
a point about 13 miles, the distinctive
sign appears again to announce Goodale
Creek Recreation Area. At first the west-

ward road leading through a rather deso-
late lava-strewn area does not look too
attractive. The campsite however, like the
other new areas, is inviting with its plant-
ings of poplar trees and the High Sierras
for a background. There are 62 family
units here with accommodations for 496
camp vacationers.

Goodale Creek, like the others, is well
stocked with rainbow trout and has the
unique feature of winding right through
the center of the campground. One visitor
there experimented by dipping his bait
into the stream in the midst of camp
activities and to his delight pulled out a
twelve-inch rainbow. Flushed with suc-
cess he tried again and this time landed
a thirteen-incher. This is a true story, al-
though a repetition of such a happening
is not guaranteed.

Besides such reports of good fishing,
the country toward the Sierra is wild
enough and unpopulated enough you may
see various types of wild life. You may
have to chase away Tule Elk who love to
browse on the poplar's new growth or
graze along the roadside.

As an added convenience to campers
here the Aberdeen Resort is close by of-
fering a store and facilities for storing
trailers.

For an interesting side trip drive back
south a few miles along U.S. 395 where

Night concerts are held
under the summer skies in the
natural amphitheater in the
Tuttle Creek area.

there are two fish hatcheries, the Black
Rock and Mr, Whitney. Good roads go
to both hatcheries and visitors are always
welcome to go through them.

Still farther northward is the Horton
Creek Recreation Area. To reach it stay
on the highway through the town of
Bishop. About seven miles north of the
Tonopah Junction there is the familiar
red sign along with one reading Inyo
Mono Conservation Camp. Follow this
paved road for three miles passing the
Conservation Camp entrance. A short dis-
tance further, another sign reads Horton
Creek Recreation Area and driving to-
ward the mountains eight-tenths of a
mile you'll come to the entrance to the
area.

This campsite, located almost at the
base of the High Sierras, affords a mag-
nificent view of the great slopes of
mountainside and an uninterrupted view
of the wide valley below, clear across to
the long range of the White Mountains.

There are 55 campsites here accommo-
dating 424 people. Lombardy poplars
are growing briskly while Horton Creek
babbles merrily by. Some of the campsites
are as near as 80 feet. The creek is well
stocked and while fishing is good here,
it is possible for ardent fishermen to
follow the creek to a higher level.

An exciting aspect of Horton, aside
from the fishing, is the fact this area was
once the home and hunting grounds for
the Paiute Indians. A bit of scrounging
around will probably yield an arrowhead
or two.

Farthest north of the five campsites
is the Crowley Lake Recreation Area.
Follow U.S. 395 northward as it climbs
up the long Sherwin grade. Once on to

A creek runs by the campsite
in the Tuttle Creek area. Scenic
Sierra Nevadas are in the
background.



before you reach the recreation area, you
pass the wide entrance to the Crowley

you'll see an old landmark on your right,
Tom’s Place. About five miles past this
the big redwood B.L.M. sign directs you Lake parking area and boat docking
to the camp one-half mile from the high- facility. The Lake is so large that even
way. though there may be thousands of fish-
ing boats on it, you can, in all likelihood,
catch the limit from some promising
shoreline spot.

This. campsite contains 47 camping
units and some features not to be found
in the other camps such as pull-through
trailer spaces, a group trailer parking Although there are many other camp-
area and fire pits. The elevation is 7000 sites, both public and private along U.S.
feet. 395, these are the newest, so take your

While this site is one of tremendous pick and forget the cares of the world as
beauty, the emphasis is on fish. A mile you fish and relax in the Sierra Nevadas.
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Although less than an inch long,
the Missouri Brown Spider

is as deadly as a rattlesnake.
Photo by Buckey Reeves

shows enlarged spider
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SPIAERS

by Dennis L. Bostic

N THE United States, the black widow

spider is considered by most people
to be the only species of spider danger-
ously venomous to man. Yet, for over a
decade the Missouri brown spider. Loxos-
celes reclusa, a small, innocuous looking
spider, known also as the violin-backed
spider, or simply brown spider, has
shared this dubious distinction.

The Missouri brown spider is one of
the more than 20 species of six-eyed,
brown spiders occurring in the United
States, but only the Missouri brown
spider is known with certainty to be
dangerous to man.

Potentially the venom of the Missouri
brown spider is more lethal than that of
the black widow, the femme fatale of
the spider world, which claims seven to
nine percent of its untreated victims. In
fact, volume for volume, the brown spi-
der's venom is more virulent than that of
the rattlesnake. The black widow’s venom
is neurotoxic; that is, a poison which
affects the nervous system and may cause
respiratory paralysis in small children. In
16

and pebbles.

contrast, the poison of the Missouri
brown spider is cytotoxic, causing cell
degeneration and death of healthy tissue.
Frequently, an ugly ulcer appears at the
site of the bite, and if not treated may
become gangrenous.

The bite of the brown spider is fol-
lowed by moderate to intense pain de-
pending on the length of time the fangs
remain in the skin and their depth of
penetration. After penetration of the
fangs, a blister-like reaction generally
occurs,

To date, the Missouri brown spider
has not been positively linked, in a cause-
and-effect relationship, with the symp-
toms of spider-bite victims in Los An-
reles and San Diego. However, the ul-
cers which resulted from bites were
tvpical of those recorded in Missouri
and adjoining states, following bites of
the Missouri brown spider.

In 1957, the first reported case of
Loxosceles bite was from Missouri; by
1962 cases were reported from Kansas,
Texas, and Oklahoma; in 1964 from In-

diana; and in 1966 from Southern Cali-
fornia. Ts the Missouri brown spider
“hitchhiking”" west via the household
effects of westward travelers?

Southern California medical men, how-
ever, have not ruled out the possibility
that many of the serious “insect bites"”
may have been caused by other species of
brown spiders that occur naturally in
California.

Brown spiders are rather secretive and
non-aggressive, seldom venturing out dur-
ing the daytime. They spin small, irreg-
ular webs in undisturbed places as stor-
age closets, garages, and other household
sites commonly used for storage. They
hunt at night, and as one might expect
many reported bites have occurred in bed.

The Missouri brown spider is small,
less than three-eighths of an inch long.
The female is slightly larger than the
male. The entire body, yellow-brown in
color, is covered with hair. They are
characterized by having six eyes and
simple, external reproductive organs. A
further distinguishing feature is a purple-



brown, violin-shaped mark on the top of
the cephalothorax (the fused head and
mid-body segments).

Most spiders, although venomous by
nature, are considered harmless since only
the bite of a few produce symptoms con-
sidered dangerous enough for man to seek
medical attention. However, if more vic-
tims of “insect bites” would consult a
doctor, and bring along the creature for
identification, perhaps the list would
grow. In fact, recently added to the list
of potentially dangerous spiders in the
United States, the widows and brown spi-
ders, were the familiar black-and-yellow
garden spider and the running spider.

So next time you are rummaging
around old deserted buildings, sifting
through the rubbish of a past era, or just
spending some leisure time in the wide
open spaces, exercise a little caution.
And remember, any animal bite treatment
is more effective if the culprit in question
can be positively identified, so spend a
little extra time and effort in rounding
up the critter, O
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OCAL RESIDENTS refer to them as

“The Caves” and the official Na-
tional Park Service name is the "Oregon
Caves National Monument.” Poet Joa-
quin Miller was so inspired he called
them '“The Marble Hills of Oregon.”
Those who have visited this phenomenon
of natural beauty agree in calling it one
of Nature's true works of art.

The city of Grants Pass, Oregon, loca-
ted on Interstate 5 is the gateway to the
caves and everything in the city informs
the visitor that the local citizenry is proud
of this monument. The sign of the “Cave-
man" is everywhere, from the ""Caveman
Bridge" which crosses the Rogue River
in the downtown section, leading the
traveler onto U.S. 199 and to the caves,
to the major industry of the town, Cave-
man Campers, Inc.

To reach the monument from Grants
Pass, U.S. 199 leads to Cave Junction,
then the last 20 miles are by State 46 for
a total of just under 50 miles. For those
traveling the coast route, the same U.S.
199 leaves U.S. 101 at Crescent City,
California, providing a scenic drive
through tall timber. Cave Junction is just
12 miles from the California-Oregon
border. Easy driving conditions prevail
from either highway.

The monument is located at the 4000
foot level of 6400 foot Mount Elijah.
The last eight miles of State 46 climb
with continuous curves, although the
road is good, to the entrance of the caves
and the Chateau.

The mountain is named for Elijah
Davidson, who discovered the caves in
1874, while pursuing a bear. When his
dog chased the bear into the entrance,
Elijah made torches of pine splinters
and followed. 1 have not been able to
learn whether or not he got his bear,

Elijah told his friends of his find
and during the next few years the more
adventuresome of the local inhabitants
explored the caves, opening additional
passages. In 1887, Frank Nickerson, of
Kerby, Oregon, discovered four distinct
levels of floors and opened several
rooms and galleries which had been
blocked by stalactites.
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OREGO

by Jim Woodard

A young couple (above)

kneel before the altar of
stalactites and stalagmites in

the underground Joaquin Miller
Chapel. The Chateau (right)
provides lodging and dining for
overnight visitors. Camping
facilities are available eight miles
from the caves.




It was not until Joaquin Miller, after
his visit in 1907, wrote of the caves they
became well known. On July 12, 1909
the National Monument was established
and now nearly 80,000 visitors a year
tour the two miles of caverns and corri-
dors.

Guided tours are conducted all year,
although during the off season only
one noon tour is conducted daily. Dur-
ing the season, April 1 to October 30,
tours are conducted hourly, from 8:00
AM, to 5:00 P.M. for groups of 12 to 16
persons. The fee is $1.10 for adults and
75¢ for children, ages 6 to 12, No child-
ren under the age of six are permitted to
make the tour. A baby-sitting service and
nursery are provided at a cost of 75¢
per child.

The tour takes about one and a half
hours and your guide will point out the
many points of interest. He will also

give you historical and geological data
concerning the caves. The pathways are
lighted by electrical lights and the stair-
ways and many of the galleries have hand
rails.

The geological history of the caves
goes back an estimated 150 to 180 mil-
lion years. It is believed than an ancient
ocean covered the area, containing a
thick deposit of calcium carbonate which
hardened into limestone. As the moun-
tains thrust upward, the heat and pressure
generated turned the limestone into mar-
ble. The marble, in turn was fractured
by the uplifting, allowing the passage of
water. Rainwater, charged with carbonic
and other acids derived from decaying
vegetation passed through the fractures
dissolving the marble.

When the water level dropped, allow-
ing air to enter the now formed caves,
evaporation began. Wherever water drop-
lets formed, the evaporation process left
deposits of calcium carbonate, so that now

the process was reversed. Where a slow
dripping of water from the ceiling oc-
curred and clung to the rock, some of the
water was lost to the air and the minute
deposit of carbonate remaining was added
to the stalactite. The water falling to the
floor also evaporated, in part, and the de-
posit left here formed a stalagmite. This
process is still going on, and as you leave
the exit tunnel your guide will point out
a fledgling stalactite less than a quarter
of an inch in length, which the Service
has been watching for over 30 years.

There are many interesting hiking
trails throughout the Monument which
the student of botany will find most in-
teresting. All the plants, shrubs and trees
have identification markers. These trails
range in length from an easy one hour
walk to a two-day camping trip.

For those traveling by automobile, ac-
commodations are available at the Monu-
ment. There is the Chateau near the en-
trance to the cave, as well as cottages
Jocated on the mountain nearby. The
Chateau is open from approximately the
last week in May until September 10, It
operates on the European style and rates
are as would be expected at any popular
resort. The cottages do not provide for
housekeeping as there is the dining room
and also a coffee shop. No pets are
allowed.

For those who decide to spend a few
days, evening campfire programs are pro-
vided. These programs include brief
talks by members of the National Park
Service,

Although there is a picnic area, camp-
ing is not permitted in the Monument.
However, Greyback Campground is just
eight miles from the entrance on State
46, in the Siskiyou National Forest. For
those camper and trailer enthusiasts who
carry trail bikes, I would suggest making
base camp here and using the bikes for
the trip to the caves. There are also pri-
vate campgrounds located in and around
Cave Junction, for those who desire full
hook-ups. Whether you come by automo-
bile or camper, you'll find the Oregon
Caves one of Nature's true works of art.

O
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FORT
RONN...

a russian stronghold

by Pat Holmes

N A Rocky headland in northern

California where the fog sifts
through the hills and the ocean thunders
on the beach below, there is a fort called
Ross.

More than a 150 years ago a Russian
sentry stood guard in the blockhouse
watching for any hostile move from the
natives. In the year the Company had
been here, there had been none. The In-
dians were friendly enough and so were
the Spaniards — not that the Spanish
really wanted the Russians — with their
small garrison there wasn't much they
could do about it.

The light fog drifting in covered every-
thing with a fine mist. The sentry shiver-
ed. The dampness penetrated a man's
very bones. But living was better here
than up North where hunger gnawed at
your belly all the time. If he never ate
another devil fish or crow again, it would
be fine with him.

A shout rang out and an answering
voice bawled an order. Below the sentry,
heavily loaded figures appeared out of
the mist. The Aleuts were back with
many fur pelts, With catches like this, it
looked like the Company would be here
a long time,

The Company was the Russian-Ameri-
can Fur Company organized many years
before to exploit the sea otter and fur
seal in Alaska. As the furs of these ani-
mals were avidly sought for markets from
China to Europe, the harvest ran into
thousands of pelts a year.

A major problem in the Alaska settle-
ment was the lack of food. Very little
was grown because of climate and land

20

conditions. Perhaps one supply ship a
year arrived, and then, maybe none for
three years. When Count Rezanov, the
court chamberlain, visited the colony in
1806, he found the people starving so he
sailed to San Francisco for food.

Spain had banned trade with foreigners
in California, Although Rezanov's party
was politely received, Governor Arrillaga
said it would be an act of disloyalty to
Spain to furnish the Russians with sup-
plies. However, the Count and Maria de
la Concepcion Arguello, the Coman-
dante’s daughter, had fallen in love. The
differences in their church and country
didn’t matter. After the betrothal was an-
nounced, the governor relented—for an
Arguello relative to be—he would allow
trade.

Russian
stood guard in this blockbouse.

sentries with cannons once

As Rezanov sailed north, he decided
Russian power should be extended to the
south, and California could be the an-
swer to both a steady food supply for
Alaska and new hunting grounds for sea
otters and fur seals which were disappear-
ing in the north. Off the coast were thou-
sands of the animals, they knew this from
the years of partnership with the Ameri-
can Captain O'Cain.

To explore this new territory along
with hunting sea otters and fur seals,
Ivan Kuskov led an expedition in 1808.
Returning to Alaska seven months later
with over two thousand pelts, he con-
firmed that the land was indeed unoccu-
pied. On his third trip he found, 30 miles
north of Bodega Bay, a site impregnable
to attack. It was several miles long and
a half mile wide with the coastal moun-
tains on one side and the ocean a hun-
dred feet below on the other.

The Russians began the felling of tim-
ber, all redwood, in the summer of 1812,
Soon a stockade 250 by 300 feet was
erected, The walls, almost a foot thick,
were 12 feet high and topped with sharp-
ened stakes. Double doors called “sally
ports” were in each of the four walls.

In the north corner, they built a seven-
sided two-story blockhouse with port-
holes for cannon and in the corner oppo-
site, an eight-sided one with 16 portholes.
These portholes could be closed by a
wooden block that when shut was flush
with the wall and could be fastened on
the inside with an iron bar. At first there
were only 12 cannon, but through the
years the number increased to forty.

Near the stockade, the Russians con-



structed houses for the Aleutians; shops
for the blacksmith, carpenter, and cooper;
a tannery, bakery, and flour mill. On the
beach at the bottom of the cliff, they
built a pier, blacksmith shops and sheds
to be used in boat building and storing
the baidarkas (skin boats) and lumber.

In August of 1812, “Colony Ross”
was dedicated and Ivan Kuskov became
the first company manager. A party of
95 Russians and 80 Aleutians settled
down to the business of hunting furs and
raising wheat.

While the native Indians worked as
servants and laborers, the Aleutians did
the hunting, And hunting was good the
first few years. In their baidarkas, they
sailed hundreds of miles in good weather
or bad. A baidarka was made of seal or
sea lion skins sewed together and stretch-
ed over a light wood frame; then oiled
to make it waterproof. The Aleuts at-
tached their skin clothing to the boat to
keep out of the water. They hunted off
the coast from Cape Mendocino to the
Farallones Islands; then as far south as
Baja. Thousands of animals were killed
and the pelts stored at Ross until shipped
to markets in China and Europe.

In an effort to discourage the hunters,
the Spaniards sent out armed patrols
who would wait for them to land for
water and dry and oil their boats; then
they would shoot and either frighten the

hunters off—wounding and killing some
—or capture them—to languish in a
prison for months. Later, the Mexican
government tried to control the slaughter
by granting seasonal hunting permits.

Trade was important to Fort Ross.
They sold articles of leather, wood, and
iron they made and goods they imported,
such as silks, tools, and utensils, to the
Californians who needed them because
of the forengn trade ban and slow supply
ships. Food was also supplied to ships
that stopped at Bodega.

No formal permission to trade had
been given to the Russians, It was all un-
official. And whether a governor blew
warm or cool toward the “trespassers,”
trading continued.

And so it went. The Spaniards kept
asking them to leave; the Russians kept
stating they were waiting to hear from
their superior. But both of them knew—
that in spite of the Viceroy’s order—the
Spanish garrison was too small to force
them to go. Uninvited and unwanted they
stayed.

By the 1830s, only a few hundred pelts
were being taken where years before
thousands were. The hunters had done
their job too well. The farming had prob-
lems too. The yield from the crops was
not enough; there was a lack of trained
farm workers; and more land was needed.
However, most of the land had been

Built about 1825, the chapel at Fort Ross was called Trinity Church. The former
Russian stronghold is now a bistorical monument on U.S. 1 in Sonoma County.

settled and no one wanted to sell. The
Mexican government would though—for
a price, Czar Nicholas would have to
recognize the independence of Mexico.
The price was too high.

Because Ross was neither producing
enough furs or food for Alaska now, the
Russian-American Company considered
selling the outpost. But Alaska needed
the food. An agreement with the Hud-
son Bay Company to regularly supply
food to the northern colony solved the
problem. The fort was ordered sold.

The Californians viewed the sale quite
differently. No formal permission had
been given the Russians to settle the land
and since the buildings were made from
trees that grew on the land, the Com-
pany owned neither the land nor the
buildings. The property would revert to
the Spaniards when the Russians left.

The Company’s answer was the Indians
ceded the land and it could be sold. Ross
was offered to the Hudson Bay Company,
headed by General Vallejo of Sonoma,
and Captain John Sutter of New Hel-
vetia, The price was $30,000; one half
in drafts on the Hudson Bay Company
and the rest in produce of the country.
The discussions went on and on.

Finally, Sutter bought the Ross and
Bodega properties including livestock,
arms, equipment and buildings. After 30
years in California, the Russians left.

The property changed hands several
times and in 1906 the California Histori-
cal Landmarks Committee of San Fran-
cisco bought the fort and presented it to
the state. Today, the state historic park
consists of 356 acres with the fort sitting
squarely across Highway 1 in Sonoma
County with the road passing through
two openings in the stockade.

The buildings — the chapel, block-
houses, and manager's house have been
authentically restored and furnished. The
manager's house is a museum where
among articles on display is a silver Sam-
ovar. Russian folk music (recordings)
are heard. There is a small fee. The build-
ings are open 8 to 5 daily (the museum
10 to 5 weekdays.) Summer hours are
8 to 6.

If you visit Fort Ross and the fog lies
thick upon the hills and it is quiet ex-
cept for the roar of the surf, it's not hard
to imagine heavily loaded figures appear-
ing out of the mist, the shouting of or-
ders in Russian, and the answering cry. O
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EGEND SAYS on the first night of the
full moon, you can stand on the rim
of Arizona's Canyon de Chelly and peer
into its depths and see the Anasazi, or
Ancient Ones as the Navajos call their
ancestors, leave their cliff dwellings. Fit-
ting hands and feet into grooves chipped
in the sandstone, they follow the hand
and toe trails down to the bottom, cling-
ing like spiders to the sheer walls before
dropping onto the canyon floor. Some
say you can also hear old tribal chants,
and, if the moon is just right, glimpse
shadowy figures clustered around a camp-
fire as the Indians feast and dance until
sunrise,

Visit here and you will believe the
legend. Many canyons fringe the mesas
of Arizona's high country, but de Chelly
(pronounced de Shay) is the loveliest.
It is a geologic marvel, cut and carved by
ancient rivers that broke from the Chuska
22

The beauty of Canyon de Chelly
is shown (opposite page) in the
panoramic view of the valley and
cliffs. All photos by Herb

and Dorothy McLaughlin.

Arizonas
Enchanted

Mountains to the north. Monoliths and
towering cliffs that strike a thousand feet
skyward form a rock maze where Nava-
jos and their ancestors have lived for
more than ten centuries,

But it is also something else. Something
indescribable, In this great silent slot,
centuries hang lightly on its pinnacles
and time has lost all meaning. Yet its
ghosts speak as plainly as the hawk over-
head.

It all began nearly 2000 years ago. Into
this world of sun and silence came the
Anasazi. They made baskets and raised
squash and corn, and by the time of the
great drought in the 13th century, their
primitive pithouses had evolved into the
storied ruins seen today and their pottery
into an exquisite polychrome of black on
white, But the canyon was no protection
against the drought so they moved on,
leaving behind their paintings of animals,

‘anyon

by Ruth Molthan

birds, human figures and the inevitable
small handprints splashed on sandstone
walls.

The canyon's silence was broken inter-
mittently during the next few hundred
years by small bands of Hopis. They
planted the first peach orchards and re-
claimed the long-abandoned fields, but
their occupation was short lived. Around
1700 a party of Navajos, searching for a
new place to settle, stumbled onto the
canyon and the Hopis fled.

Thus began the Navajo domination.
The area is now a national monument
and is actually three canyons, Canyon del
Muerto, Monument Canyon and Canyon
de Chelly.

An unknown artist, responsible for
the Indian pictographs in Canyon del
Muerto showing Spanish soldiers on the
march, may have been a witness to the
massacre that gave the canyon its name.






