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DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK SHOP

PHOTO ALBUM OF YESTERDAY'S SOUTHWEST
compiled by Charles Shelton. Early days photo
collection dating from the 1860s to 1910 shows
prospectors, miners, cowboys;, desperados and
ordinary people. High quality of printing, hand
set type, 195 photos. Embossed blaock and gold
hard cover. Fine gift item. $15.00,

LOST MINES OF DEATH VALLEY by Harold O.
Weight. The first authentic history of Breyfegle's
gold in addition to other legendary lost mines in
Death Valley. Poperback. $2.00.

ANZA-BORREGQO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
4%ers, Railrood Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jackass  Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous taurists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $2.95.

DESERT GEM TRAILS

DESERT GEM TRAILS
By MARY FRANCES STRONG

A field guide to the gems and minerals
of the Mojave and Colorado deserts. An
authority on field trips, the author de-
scribes the gem collecting areas, camp-
ing facilities, roads and all other pertin-
ent information. Each trip is illustrated
with a map. She also tells where to look
and what you will find. Paperback, 81
pages.

$2.00

FANTASIES OF GOLD by E. B. Sayles. During
his search for archeclogical finds for more than
30 years, the author was exposed to the rumors
and legends of lost gold and treasures. After
his retirement as curator of the Arizona State
Museum, he classified and delved inte these
still unsolved mysteries. An interesting and in-
formative book on lost bonanzas and legends,
many of which have never been published.
Hardeover, well illustroted, 135 pages, $6.50.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA by the Editors of Sun-
set Books. An illustrated guide to Southern Cali-
fornia, this is another in Sunset Books series. |t
presents in capsule form most of the interesting
places to visit in the Southlond. Heawvy poper-
back, 8 x 11 format, 128 pages, $1.95.

A UMQUE TRAVEL GUIDE
o
GRAND GANYON STATE
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“POSTMARKED" ARIZONA

By W. L. "JACK' WAY

A travel guide of the Grand Canyon
State, this book is illustrated with line
maps and photographs and is baosed on
visits to post offices. A different approach
to Arizona it describes the history, geo-
graphy and people. Paperback, 39 pages.

$1.00

SUN, SAND AND SOLITUDE by Randall Hender-
son. For more than 50 years Randall Henderson
has traveled across the deserts of the West until
taday he is known as the voice and prophet of
this region of mystery, solitude and beauty.
Founder of Desert Magazine in 1931, he has de-
voted his life to understanding the great out-
doors. His second and latest book is a culmin-
ation of his experiences, thoughts and philose-
phy. Hardcover, deluxe format, deckle-edged

paper, 16 pages full color, excellent illustrations,
$7.95.

METAL DETECTOR HANDBOOK by Art Lassogne,
2nd edition. Includes history, operating tech-
niques, interpretation of signals, and Directory
of Manufacturers. One of the most complete
handbooks of its kind. Paperback, 65 pages.
$3.00.

DIG HERE! by Thomas Penfield. Facts are sifted
from fiction for over 100 lost mines. Mapped
sheets and illustrations add interest. $4.95.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE

Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing

California residents add 5 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you
are a Republican or Democrat,
Send check or money order to Desert Maga-
zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260, Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.

THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH by Doinald Chid-
sey. A well written and colorful account of how
the discovery of gold in 1848 changed the lives
of many thousands of people. The author pre-
sents this historic era through profiles of the
men and women who participated in the adven-
tures and struggles of the times. Hardcover, ex-
cellent artist illustrations, 208 pages, $3.95.

GHOSTS OF THE GOLD RUSH by George Koenig.
To really enjoy a trip through California’s
Mother Lode Country one should have a know-
ledge of the historical background and a guide
to places to see. This travel and historical guide
gives this information in a concise and interest-
ing manner. Poperbock, illustrated, 72 poges,
$1.95.

A GUIDEBOOK TO THE MOHAVE DESERT OF
CALIFORNIA by Russ Leadabrand. Includes
Death Valley, Joshua Tree National Monument

and Antelope Valley, Well illustrated. Paper.
$1.95,

TRAILS 2 "
AND TALES OF BAJA

TRAILS AND TALES OF BAJA

By PEL CARTER

How @ &5-year-old groom and his mid-
dle-oged bride traveled the length of
Baja California in their 4-wheel drive
camper. The author gives an insight into
the loveable people of Baja along with
excellent fishing advice. Anyone who has
a fear of Mexico will find the true story
in this couple’s warm experiences. Full
color photographs, 206 pages, paperback.

$4.80

THE MAN WHO WALKED THROUGH TIME by
Colin Fletcher. An odyssey of a man who lived
simply and in solitude for two months as he
hiked through the Grand Canyon. Combining
his physicol prowess with Thoreau-like observa-
tions, the author has written a book of great
magnitude, Hardcover, illustrated, 239 paoges,
$5.95.

BEACHES OF BAJA by Walt Wheelock. The au-
thor has personally explored the beautiful
beaches of Baja, which, unlike those of Upper
California, are uncluttered and uncrowded. He
tells how to reach the beaches and what type of
tronsportation is needed. A companion book to
Gerhard and Gulick's Lower California Guide
Book. Paperbock, illustrated, 72 pages, $1.95.

FOR COMPLETE BOOK CATALOG WRITE TO DESERT MAGAZINE, PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260
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BOOK

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS
IN AND AROUND LOS ANGELES
Volume 2

By Russ Leadabrand

A companion to his book, Exploring
California Byways From Kings Canyon
to the Mexican Border, Volume 1, this
latest travel guide describes one-day and
weekend trips from Los Angeles. Like
his other six guide books, this one is
well written and illustrated. He not only
reveals interesting but little known areas
to visit, but also provides the historical
background. Excellent for both adults and
children preparing their geography and
history lesson. Paperback, 184 pages,
$1.95. Be sure to specify Vol. 1 or Vol
2 when ordering.

MAMMALS OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

By Ernest Sheldon Booth

The latest addition to the California
Natural History Guides, this volume iden-
tifies and describes the habits and tells
where the mammals of Southern Califor-
nia can be found. It contains eight pages
of full color photographs, plus artist
sketches of all of the mammals which
range from tiny moles to mammoth
whales. Paperback, 100 pages, $1.75.

THE KILLER MOUNTAINS
By Curt Gentry

The two most controversial and best
known “lost mines’’ of the West are Cali-
fornia's Pegleg Bonanza, and Arizona's
Lost Dutchman in the Superstition Moun-
tains near Mesa.

In 1966 an Oklahoma private detective
and his three companions announced they
had positively discovered the Lost Dutch-
man mine. The announcement was carried
by wire services throughout the world.

The Killer Mountains is the story of
these men, their search for the mine and
how they eventually found what they
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believe is the Lost Dutchman—or at least
one of the gold bonanzas in the Super-
stitions.

Prior to their announcement it is be-
lieved at least 37 persons had lost their
lives in searching for the mine from
which a Dutchman, Jacob Waltz, after
whom the mine was called, is supposed to
have taken out a fortune in gold during
the 1800s.

The book is based on personal inter-
views over a long period of time with
Glenn Magill, the private investigator,
whose story of the search for the bonanza
is filled with suspense, intrigue, frustra-
tion and mysterious attempts against his
life. Whether the Oklahomans really
found the Lost Dutchman or not, The
Killer Mosntains, a combination of fact
and fiction, is fascinating reading. Hard-
cover, illustrated, $5.50.

MEXICO'S MAGIC SQUARE
By Earle Stanley Gardner

Erle Stanley Gardner's fifth book about
Baja California covers the areas close to
the border of the United States. Pre-
viously he has explored and written about
the people in the central and southern
parts of that fascinating land.

Most touristas know about the main
streets of Tijuana and Mexicali, but are
not aware of the beauty of the mountains,
lakes and canyons within 150 miles of
the international boundary.

To explore this area, the famous my-
stery writer used sand buggies, campers,

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
50c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 59 sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

airplanes and finally the Goodyear blimp.
Gardner does not write about places, but
rather about people and few authors have
his ability to bring the personalities of the
people about which he writes into sharp
focus through fast moving dialogue.

As in his previous books about his ex-
periences in Baja, his latest account is a
fast moving adventure and presents a
keen insight into our neighbors south of
the border. Profusely illustrated with
color and black and white photos, hard-
cover, 205 pages, $7.50.

TREASURES OF THE DEAD
By Ben T. Traywick

Who can resist the lure of lost treas-
ures? Whether you seek the bonanzas
from a comfortable easy chair or actually
pit your wits and risk your life in search
for the elusive gold and silver, your life
is enriched by reading about the treasures
of the dead.

The author has compiled 22 such lost
treasures in his new book, many of which
have new and different clues not pre-
viously revealed. A frequent contributor
to Desert Magazine, Ben Traywick has
the ability to be factual and at the same
time present lost treasures as though the
reader were actually present during the
time. Paperback, 108 pages, $2.50.

HANDSOME BROWN VINYL
@
HOLDS 12 ISSUES
®

Order from

Duvt BINDERS

DESERT MAGAZINE, Palm Desert, California 92260

ONLY

*3.50




A monthly feature by
the author of

Ghost Town Album,
Ghost Town Trails,
Ghost Town Shadows,
Ghost Town Treasures
and Boot Hill

Manhattan,
Nevada

by Lambert Florin

WALTER BARIEU was described as a
treacherous and quarrelsome man who
was not above striking a lady, even
though the lady in question might have
been questionable. When Barieu became
so angered at the unidentified woman
and slapped her face she screamed for
help.

It so happened Sheriff Thomas W.
Logan was standing at the bar and saw
the incident. He grabbed Barieu by the
seat of the pants and threw him out of
the saloon. Enraged, Barieu got up and
fired his six-shooter through the window
at the sheriff. He missed.

Sheriff Logan ran out of the saloon to
arrest his attacker, but as he rounded the
corner, Barieu shot him four times in the
stomach. Before collapsing, Logan took
Barieu's gun away from him and beat
him over the head with it. Both men
then fell to the ground, Barieu in a faint,
but the sheriff very much dead.

Although minor details of Manhat-
tan's most famous shooting vaty, the re-
ports on the funeral held in nearby Ton-
opah do not. The town celebrated the
funeral in typical old West fashion with
all businesses closed for the day and
everyone turning out for the occasion.
And everybody got drunk, which was
fitting, as Sheriff Logan had been a very
popular man.

As uncertain as the details of the shoot-
ing is the identity of the man who dis-
covered the gold vein that started Man-
hattan's boom. Aaron Whiting is credited
but so are Louis Gordon and Slim Mot-
gan who discovered gold at nearby Round
Mountain,

Probably the correct version is that of
John Humphrey, a cowboy who, on his
way over a pass from Belmont, finding
some gold rock. Humphrey and his three
companions broke off a few chunks and
took them to Goldfield where it is said
they collected $3200 for the samples.
This started the boom.

At first the only visible vein of gold
was the one discovered and claimed by
Humphreys, but the men who flocked
into the area found plenty of the yellow
metal in the bed of Manhattan Gulch.
All this happened in 1905. Winter came
early at Manhattan’s altitude of 6,905
feet, and those hopeful prospectors com-
ing after the first summer-spawned rush
found the camp under a heavy blanket
of snow some five or six feet deep.
When spring came the claim-owner's
homes gradually descended to the ground.

Although little or no mining, whether
hard-rock or placering, could be accom-
plished while the camp was in the grip of
winter, many made money. Speculation
was rife; lots along the newly established
Main Street sold for $1500 each—a rise
of $1500 from what they were worth be-
fore the advent of Humphrey and his
jewelry rock. Buildings went up in spite
of bitter weather and snow; the road
from Tonopah was clogged with wagons
and sleighs loaded with passengers and
supplies. And all this time almost no
gold had actually been mined. It took an
earthquake and fire in San Francisco to
shake some of Manhattan’s stoutest
boosters into realizing the town's values
were all on paper, stimulated by Bay
City speculators whose offices were now
destroyed.

The shock of withdrawn financial
support caused a severe depression that
paralyzed the mining camp for years.
Recovery was slow, but substantial, as a
modest ptosperity grew based on actual
mining, By 1912 most of the buildings
that had been abandoned while still new
in 1906 were again occupied and the
bank put into operation once more.

Charles Phillips, now of Portland,
Oregon, was born in Manhattan in 1910
just before the town's resurgence of
prosperity. His boyhood memories of
the raw camp make a vivid picture of
life there. At this period (as over most
of Manhattan’s life) the largest mining
operation was that of the White Caps.
The mine owners milled their own ore,
crushing the large chunks of rich rock
in a nearby stamp mill. Among indepen-
dent producers were the La Verde and
Big Four.

He tells how drivers of mule teams
were in the habit of urging on stubborn
animals with well-aimed rocks off the
top of the load of ore. Much later, dur-
ing the depression of 1929 a good many
out-of-work men made a good living for
a while by collecting this gold ore along
the road and selling it. Many of those
“throwing rocks” brought a tidy §5 —
not bad for those hard days!

In common with most gold camps,
Manhattan eventually suffered from the
fixing of gold values. Today it is quiet,
with only a few people living in the sur-
viving houses. Our photo shows the old
Rippy Grocery. It was later remodeled
into a movie theater, but today even that
last flicker of Manhattan is silent. [J
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Calaveras County's
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The old Union Mine beadframe where W. K. Reed discovered copper on July 4,
1861. It was the largest copper producing area in the 1800s.

-t -

Boating, swimming and fishing are popular pastimes at the Hogan Reservoir,
one of four recreational areas near Copperopolis.
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by Jean Rossi

THE MOTHER LoDE Country is one of
California’s most interesting and exciting
spots for there one finds many reminders
of early California’s past.

Today it is quiet, but if you stand be-
fore one of the old stone buildings with
its great iron doors, shuttered windows
and sagging balcony, you can dream of
what might have happened there—and it
all seems like only yesterday.

The walls of the old saloon rock with
loud music, brawling and an occasional
gun shot, A stagecoach arrives and among
its various passengers is a “‘fancy lady" to
prey on the miners for their gold. A
Chinese coolie with his long black pig-
tail silently enters the old Joss House to
confer with his various gods. Look into
the grove of trees and you may see Joa-
quin Murieta and his men resting their
horses behind the rocks after eluding a
posse, or Black Bart, the gentleman bandit
who left his amusing poems as calling
cards in each empty strong box.

Many of the interesting old towns and
landmarks can be reached on Highway
26. The highway passes through or near
Mokelumne Hill, San Andreas; Campo
Seco, one of the most lawless of the early
gold rush towns; Murphys with its old
hotel where Ulysses S. Grant once stayed;
and Angels Camp, named, not after the
angels of heaven, but after a real live
sweating, hard-working miner by the
name of Heary Angel.



Highway 4 rambles over oak-studded
hills checked with miles of beautiful
stone fences built in the Gold Rush days
by Chinese coolies, to Copperopolis in
Calaveras County. It is not far from Mark
Twain's Angels Camp of Jumping Frog
fame, and Bret Harte's Poker Flat, where
his colorful Ouwteasts of Poker Flat sup-
posedly lived.

It sleeps like a Rip-Van-Winkle today
with its less than 200 population. But in
the 1860s it was a roaring town with a
population of 10,000.

It wasn't gold that got things started
but a metal so important that five feet of
land sold for $35,000 in 1863 and a
single share of stock was purchased for
$25,000.00. W. K. Reed discovered cop-
per on July 4, 1861—not just a little
copper, but enough to make it the largest
copper producing area in America in the
1800s. They named the site Copperopolis
(Copper-City), a name which a San
Francisco newspaper called absurd in
1861 and stated that "a respectable name
will soon be substituted.”

Reed's Union Mine, which he and his
partner sold in 1863, was not the only

mine in Copperopolis although the larg-
est. There were many others with such
colorful names as the Hope, Scorpion,
Empire and Keystone, Harlem, Table
Mountain, Kentucky, etc,

During the Civil War, the Union
Guards, composed of local men, were
garrisoned there to safeguard the Union
Army's interest in the ore that was to
supply them with muskets, cannons and
ammunition. Copperopolis was also one of
the main sources of copper during World
Wars I and II.

In 1863 approximately $1,700,000 in
copper was mined and laboriously hauled
by oxen or 14-mule team wagons through
the mountains to Stockton where it was
transferred to stern-wheel river boats that
plied their way down the snake-like San
Joaquin River to San Francisco. There
the ore was transferred to sailing ships
sailing around the Horn to the East coast
of United States and to England.

What the future holds for this once
bustling town is unpredictable for much
activity is taking place. The entire area
is becoming a great recreational center
for sports-loving, sun-worshipping, na-

ture seekers of the 20th Century coming
to play and build summer homes to es-
cape the smog and coastal fogs.

This activity has been prompted by the
boating, swimming and fishing areas at
Melones Dam, Pardee Reservoir, New Ho-
gan Reservoir, Camanche Dam, where
somewhere beneath its surface is the old
historic town of Camanche; and Tullock
Dam, which covered the site of O'Brynes’
Ferry covered bridge and near Funk Hill
where Black Bart staged the last of his 28
daring holdups.

There is also the new and profitable
pastime being enjoyed on the Calaveras,
Stanislaus and the Mokelumne Rivers by
young men and women in rubber diving
gear, fins and oxygen tanks. They ate
scouring the river bottoms for gold that
escaped the miners of '49.

Although the old-timers still talk about
copper in Copperopolis, the younger gen-
eration thinks the area will once again
boom—but this time the precious metal
will not come from the mines, but from
the pockets of tourists and new residents
coming to California’s exciting Calaveras
County. O

UP FOR
LIVING

it RAISES ...

T

it LOWERS ...
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it's HYDRAULIC

ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, INC., (S.F.-5 area) Int

The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the
camper top can be safely operated even by a small
child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top is
lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve. Drive
safely at any speed with minimum drag and sway.
Sit or recline on comfortable couches while travel-
ing with top down. Alaskan camper top raises in sec-

R. D. HALL MFG., INC., 9847 Glenoaks Blvd., Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley) Calitornia 51352, Dept. D.
ALASKAN CAMPERS NORTHWEST, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle, Wash. 98168, Dept. D.

el

onds. Enjoy
roomy walk-

features.

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.

Route 1, Box 332, Suisun City, California 94585, Dept. D.

of Highway B0 and State 21.

U. 8, PATENT Ng. 2879103

in living quarters, weather tight, high ceiling, **home
away from home,'’ complete with three-burner stove,
sink, cabinets, ice box, beds and many other luxury

6 FACTORIES TO SERVE YOU

PENNECAMP, INC., 401 W, End Ave, Manheim, Penna., 17545, Dept. 4,

G. R. Grubbs Manufacturing, Inc. d/b/a
ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, 9048 Longpoint Rd., Houston, Texas 77055, Dept. D.

FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, INC., 1100 Denver Ave,, Fort Lupton, Colorado 80621, Depl. D

DOWN
FOR
TRAVEL

CANADIAN PATENT ND. 637-84%
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You Can
otill Acquire

Public Land

by Jack Delaney
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Military bounty land warrant for 120 acres of public lands issued to Captain Abrabam Lincoln for services to bis country.
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JUET TUE TIUNG for the man swho has
everything—a furlined backhouse! This
is what an official from the Bureau of
Land Management saw when he inspected
a homestead in Alaska. A small, livable
home had been built and an adequate
portion of the land was being farmed in
accordance with homesteading require-
ments. Everything was in good order, but
the backhouse was something out of this
world! It was completely furlined —
walls, ceiling, door, seat, backrest, and
even a footrest!

It is possible the homesteader desired
solid comfort on cold mornings, while
reading his Wall Street [onrnal. How-
ever a more likely explanation is that, in
this remote region, animal skins and furs
were readily available while the popular
interior finishing materials were in scarce
supply—and what's wrong with polar

I.chl WdlllJJIJCL ' T]n: d.lllle.CiJ ;llbiJCLlUl
was Walter Holmes, who is now assistant
manager of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in the Riverside, California district.

This incident occurred several years
ago. It is mentioned here because of its
location. Alaska is actually the last fron-
tier for the rewarding challenge known
as homesteading. All good things must
come to an end sometime and the Home-
stead Act, which was signed into law by
President Abraham Lincoln May 20,
1862, at the height of the Civil War, was
certainly a “good thing” for many people.
In the past 100 years our citizens have
carned the right to own more than
1,400,000 homesteads on over 247 mil-
lion acres that previously had been public
domain. In California, 66,738 patents
have been granted, amounting to 10,476,
665 acres,

Prior to the Homestead Act public

lands were given to many men for various
services to our country, especially in the
military field. Daniel Boone was granted
about 875 acres of public lands in north-
ern Louisiana; Ulysses S. Grant received
160 acres for services during the Mexi-
can War in 1853; Abraham Lincoln was
presented with 40 acres in 1855 and an-
other 160 acres in 1860 for services dur-
ing the Black Hawk Indian Wars; and
Jefferson Davis was issued 160 acres in
1855 for his services during the Mexican
War. Many others received Government
land as a reward for services rendered.
While all land owned by local, state,
or Federal Government, including city,
state, and national parks and forests, be-
longs to the public, the reference “public
land” or "public domain™ applies to that
part of the original land of the United
States, plus those areas later acquired by
the Government which are under Federal

Early land office in Gaden City, Kansas. The first patents were issued bere after passage of Homestead Act May 20, 1862.
g
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After purchasing land under the Small Tract Act, the new owners usually build
small bomes such as these near Palm Desert. Unlike the Homestead Act, land
acquired under Small Tract Act does not have to be improved to obtain clear title.

ownership. The history of the public
domain is a story of the expansion of the
United States. All of the land acquisi-
tions, with the exception of the 13 origin-
al colonies and the present states of
Texas and Hawaii, were part of the public
domain.

When the United States was founded
it was only a small country east of the
Mississippi River. In 1803 the Louisiana
Purchase added over 500 million actes,
including most of the land from the Mis-
sissippi River west to the Rocky Moun-
tains, except what is now the state of
Texas. In 1819, the land that is now Flor-
ida became part of the United States.
Texas was brought into the Union in
1845, and a year later the United States
acquired the area that is now known as
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho through
the Oregon Compromise with Great
Britain.

In 1848 the United States obtained
from Mexico the lands that now compose
the states of California, Nevada, Utah
and parts of Arizona. The last large addi-
tion to the land area of our country came
in 1867 when Alaska was purchased
from Russia. All of these lands are the
property of the people; but the Federal
Government has the responsibiilty of
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taking care of them so long as they are
a part of the public domain. (There is no
public domain land in Texas because that
state kept its land when it became a
state.)

When the Homestead Act became ef-
fective millions of acres of the public
domain awaited settlement and develop-
ment by pioneering farmers and stock-
men. Each settler could claim up to 160
acres of land. Then, if he cultivated and
improved the tract, built a home of sorts,
and lived there for five yeats, he could
file final entry (called “proof”) and re-
ceive title (called “patent”) to the land.
As time passed, the public lands most
suitable for homesteading were trans-
ferred into private ownership.

Many people ask: "Why, in a country
that is dominated by private enterprise
and in which the efforts of the Govern-
ment for more than a century have been
to dispose of its lands, almost one-fourth
of the land area of continental United
States is still in Federal ownership?” The
answer rest son three points: The absence
of private demand for the lower grade
public domain; the public’s interest in
retaining some types of government land,
such as national parks, forests, historic
sites, etc.: and laws unsuited to private

acquisition of some types
domain.

For all intents and purposes the oppor-
tunity to earn free land anywhere, except
in Alaska, at the present time is prac-
tically nil. Although the homesteading
law is still on the books, nearly all of the
land which could be farmed economically
has already been granted to others who
applied years ago. Most of the remaining
public land is too dry, rough, or other-
wise unsuitable for cultivation—and the
purpose of homesteads is to encourage

the establishment of farms and ranches.
If you have a desire to settle in south-

eastern California’s Coachella Valley, or
the surrounding desert country, and have
entertained the idea of developing a
homestead, you should be interested in a
recent decision by the United States De-
partment of the Interior, This department
stated . . . ""we cannot transfer title to any
land which would place more pressure
on the already inadequate supply of water
from the Colorado River.”" So, additional
farming projects in the Colorado Desert

region would not be feasible.
However, in 1938, the Small Tract Act

was passed and this could be just what
you need to realize your ambition to
settle in, or near, the desert — and no
farming is required in this program. The
Act authorized the sale to citizens of
tracts of public lands, not exceeding 5
acres, for use as homesites, camping spots,
recreational areas, or even business loca-
tions.

The new program of selling public land
is definitely not related to the old Home-
stead Act, though it is frequently thought
to be. As pointed out previously, the
Homestead Act required residence on the
property, the building of a home, and
the cultivation and tilling of the soil be-
fore title was granted. Under the Small
Tract Act there are no requirements. You
may purchase the land and use it for any
legal purpose you wish—or even hold it
for a possible retirement site at some
future date if this fits into your plans.

ot public

Public land is sold by auction sale
through sealed or oral bidding. Every
parcel is appraised by the Government
at fair market value and cannot be sold
for less than this value. For Southern
Californians, auctions are held every Tues-
day at 10 a.m. at the Riverside District
and Land Office, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, at 1414 University Avenue,
Riverside, California 92502. (It should



be stated that the land offercd at this of-
fice is the only public land available in
California, under the Small Tract Act.)
Before bidding on land be sure to ex-
amine it and become familiar with the
location, character, accessibility and other
features of the site,

Tracts are sold to the highest bidder
at or above the appraised value. A bidder
must be a citizen of the United States
and must not have previously acquired
title to land under the Small Tract Act.
Bids are accepted by mail, and T was
given a tip that if you send in a bid at
the appraised value you'll have a fair
chance of buying the land at this reason-
able price. A mail bid requires a check
to cover the purchase, which is returned
if the sale is not consummated.

An example of what is available in
Southern California, according to a recent
list, might surprise you. It includes 146
tracts ranging from approximately a half-
acre to five acres, in ten different areas
from Apple Valley to the Twentynine
Palms region. Appraised values ranged
from $420 for a 214 acre plot at Valley
Mountain to $4250 for a five-acre fract
at Joshua Tree. Detailed listings of avail-
able tracts, with complete descriptions,
locations, and appraised values are sup-
plied by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, either by mail or in person.

For current information on public
lands for sale, the official and authentic
source to contact in Southern California
is the Riverside office mentioned above.
In other parts of California, contact the
Bureau of Land Management at Federal
Building, Room 4017, Sacramento, Cali-
fornia 95814, Real estate promoters who
offer public lands at bargain prices should
be avoided. They have no way of obtain-
ing sites at a lower price than the ap-
praised value available to the general
public. It is recommended that you deal
directly with a government agency in ob-
taining public land.

Now that you know about the Small
Tract Program and who to contact for
further information, it is hoped that you
will find a beautiful spot in a scenic
wooded area, with a babbling brook, in
which to set up a permanent own-your-
own vacation location. If you do, be sure
to provide extra accommodations for the
many friends who will drop in on week-
ends—because they just happened to be
passing by! O

The only 600D
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Send for brochure and information: 714 526-3396

AUTODYNE

505 EAST WALNUT STREET,
FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 92632
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CALLED BY one of its developers—
the railroad that was either 300 miles too
long or 300‘years too early—the famed
Carson and Colorado is now nothing more
than a name in the history books of the
West and railroading.

However, there are still a few places

FALRLY

along its 293-mile route between Mound
House, Nevada, near Carson City, and
Keeler, California, where the old right-
of-way, ties and remains of refueling and
section stations are visible.

One of the Carson and Colorado’s best
preserved areas in Northern Nevada lies
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by Jack Oakes

between Dayton and Fort Churchill along
the south bank of the Carson River. Here
you can drive over the original railroad
bed for approximately 15 miles as it
makes its way through a picturesque cot-
tonwood-covered canyon walled by vol-
canic bluffs on one side and Pine Nut
Mountains on the other.

Clifton, a section station on the old Carson and Colorado Railroad, is still in fairly good condition. Railroad car at left
was probably used as an office. At right is storage shed constructed of rocks and ties where the hand car was stored.
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The author's daughter stands in the doorway of an old cellar where perishable
supplies were stored for section crews living at Clifton.

To reach the railroad bed turn east off
U.S. 50 in Dayton at the Dayton Inn,
cross the river and follow the paved road
to Comstock Drive. Turn left to Eurcka
Way and then right to the cattle guard
where the road meets the right-of-way.

In several places you actually drive
over the old ties, still intact. Occasion-
ally the road will leave the bed to ford a
wash or creek, and you can clearly see
the remains of the railroad trestles.

Nearly midway between Dayton and
Fort Churchill is the long-deserted section
of Clifton, which is in surprisingly good
condition. The station now consists only
of a railroad car, a root cellar, a storage
shed and a well. Bottle and relic hounds
may still discover a few artifacts for their
collections in this area, and rusty rail
spikes can be found by the dozens. Near-
by there are several good picnicking and
camping sites along the river,

Little has changed in this old settle-
ment since 1883 when the Carson and
Colorado was in its prime. So, if you are
the kind who likes to imagine what it
was like, stand along the rail bed and try
to visualize famous old "No. 8" coming
down the track, black
smoke rolling from its stack, and Chinese
coolies rushing to the station to load the
fuel car, Behind the engine imagine there
are passenger and freight cars loaded
with supplies and adventurers, wealth-

narrow-guage

seeking souls bound for the roaring min-
ing camps of Bodie, Belleville and Can-
delaria,

The Carson and Colorado was devel-
oped by such famous early West entre-
preneurs as William Sharon, H, M.
Yerington and D. O. Mills. Originally
the plan was to extend the line 500 miles
south to the Colorado River, but mining
activity in eastern California prompted a
change of course over Montgomery Pass
into the Owens Valley.

In 1905 the Southern Pacific pur-
chased the railroad and eventually laid
tracks between Fort Churchill and Hazen
on its main line. This move eliminated
the need for the section between the fort
and Mound House. The last train passed
through Clifton in 1932,

The road east from the section station
15 not recommended for passenger cars,
however, trucks and jeeps should have no
trouble. Travelers are urged to close all
gates as there are several ranches on the
opposite side of the river that run cattle
in this area.

The road leaves the right-of-way at the
junction of the Southern Pacific spur line
near Fort Churchill. It follows the tracks
about a mile south to the site of Church-
ill, another early station on the Carson
and Colorado. From here you can reach
U.S. 95 Alternate by following the road
east across the tracks and up the wash for
three miles. O
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ON A GENTLE slope overlooking Yucca
Valley, 125 miles east of Los Angeles,
forty gigantic Biblical figures dwell
among the Joshua trees in a setting which
must closely resemble the original cradle
of Christianity. Here, backdropped by
blue sky and billowy white clouds, Christ
prays in the Garden of Gethsemane
while His companions doze. A little lower
on the hill, nine-foot tall disciples hear
the Master preach the Sermon on the
Mount, while nearby is reconstructed the

columned facade of Lazarus' home where
Jesus visits with Mary and Martha,
Desert Christ Park is the creation of
Antone Martin, a former aircraft worker
who moved to Yucca Valley when the
Reverend Eddie Garver, the community's
famed "Desert Parson,” offered a per-
manent home to Martin's first statue, a
three-ton, ten-foot high, unwanted figure
of Christ. 1951,
Easter Sunday of that year the pastor and

This was in and on
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by Barbara and Warren Transue

the sculptor dedicated the statue as the
beginning of Desert Christ Park,

For the next ten years, Martin—who
eventually took up residence at the site
of his work—created all but two of the
pieces of statuary that now comprise the
park. The groups and individual figures

express Antone Martin's dedication to

the concept of peace and good will on
earth and his hope that his works “may
bring mankind together before we are
completely obliterated.”




Martin died in 1961, leaving several
unfinished pieces which are on display
just as he left them. These incomplete
figures reveal the details of his construc-
tion techniques. Each piece is of solid con-
crete molded around steel rods which ex-
tend down into the ground at the con-
struction site to anchor the figure
permanently. The gleaming hand-finished
exterior coat is a special mixture devel-
oped by the sculptor, who preferred
using his hands instead of tools wherever
possible. The figures weigh anywhere
from four to sixteen tons each, with
the massive Last Supper relief tipping
the scales at approximately 125 tons!

A favorite of the camera-toting visitors,
who have flocked to the park—sometimes
40,000 strong in a single year, is “Suffer

Little Children to Come Unto Me,"
which consists of a seated Christ with a
baby and a small girl. Another impressive
work, in a realistic setting near Lazarus’
house, is "Christ and the Woman of Sa-
maria at the Well.” The glistening white
figures are visible from the highway al-
most a mile away, yet are amazingly de-
tailed under close scrutiny.

Some Yucca Valley residents say that
the minister and the artist had an occa-
sional difference of opinion regarding
the park and its operation, and that at
such times sculptor Martin would vent
his wrath by heaping destruction upon his
own work. Once, they say, he knocked
the noses off all the figures except Judas,
and then put the noses back when his
anger was spent. Another time, he al-

legedly went to work with a bulldozer and
wrecked several of his creations. But in
spite of any differences, the two men
teamed to create a lasting memorial to the
Christian spirit.

At Martin's death, Desert Christ Park
was presented to the Yucca Valley Park
and Recreation District, which administers
it now as a public park. It is non-de-
nominational and is open, free of charge,
24 hours, every day in the year. Picnic
tables hide among the park trees, and
descriptive brochures are available.

Desert Christ Park, the product of a
man's devotion to his art and his God,
transcends denominational considerations.
It is a twentieth-century reminder of the
meaning of Christ's life — "“Peace on
Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” O
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Paradox

by K. L. Boynton
© 1988

It 1§ but it isn't—that's a paradox that
fits the little variegated ground gecko—
a lizard so widely distributed throughout
the great American desert region, as to
be quite commonplace. Yet, without
searching, it is rare to see one.

Abiding by the union rules of the
gecko tribe, this one hides by day, but
from here on it goes its offbeat way. It
is strictly a ground operator, since its
feet do not have the suction pad and
hook equipment for wall and ceiling
work usual with the gecko clan. Nor is it
a runner like other species of ground
lizards, for relatively weak legs restrict
it to a few yards from its hiding place.
Equipped with sheathed claws on its toes,
it still is no climber, seeming to prefer
working a flat terrain.

It can’t stand heat and sunlight, and
can't stand cold, and so must do its insect
hunting only in that small period of time
when the great desert is cooling down
from the day’s big blister and before the
night's stiffening chill sets in.

But this is no luckless gecko. Tt can
stand long periods of starvation and still




remain active, which takes some doing‘
Almost any lizard can sign off during
winter hibernation. The variegated
ground gecko does this from October to
March. Tt can keep going without food
even in summer when high air tempera-
ture sets body machinery going so fast
that a big expenditure of energy has to
be made just to stay alive. This little
three inch lizard with the brown bands
has licked the mighty desert to a stand-
still, and multiplied its kind exceedingly.

Turn over practically any small rock,
or peer into the shade of practically any
yucca and what do you find? A surprised
variegated gecko waiting for dusk when
it can open up for short-time business.

So what? Well, Australian zoologist
H. Robert Bustard, cutrently reporting
on his work on lizards at the National
University, Canberra, is interested in the
so-what since his Australian desert lizard,
Lucasinm damaenm, doesn’'t do half as
well in arid conditions.

Studying a batch of these American
variegated ground geckos in his Austral-
ian lab, he has reported that two or three
mealworms a week took care of the menu
for the average adult. But if these lizards
were not fed for a long time, they could
stuff in at least six to eight big meal-
worms one right after another. Four days
of eating like this, and some mighty fat
geckos were the result. Their tails alone
more than doubled in size.

Now the tail’s the thing in lizard cir-
cles, for most of them can break it off
when attacked, leaving it behind to en-
gage in a bouncing rear guard razzmatazz
with the predator, while the owner scur-
ries away to safety. Interestingly enough.

the tail does not come apart between the
bones that make it up, as might be sup-
posed. Each bone has a potential fracture
point at about the center. At each of these
spots, the muscle masses working the tail
are attached in neat groups, so that the
entire piece of tail comes away easily.
Drawstring muscles also strategically lo-
cated around the big tail artery at these
points clamp down, preventing blood
loss. The new tail growing out in time
has only a cartilage rod support instead
of bones, but the overall size is bigger
and fatter, Geckos lose their tails often,
a trick compensating for lack of defense
and get-away speed.

Trading a tail for a life is a good deal
for any lizard even though the temporary
loss of the tail may be bad news if the
stored fat in it was what the lizard was
going to live on in times of food short-
age. Not so for the little Variegated One.
It stores fat all over its body, only a
small part of the big reserve actually
being warehoused in the tail. So, even
minus such a very useful appendage, this
gecko can flourish, and this is an ace in
the hole for a little lizard living under
desert conditions, and forced to deal with
hungry neighbors.

So efficient is this gecko in piling on
fat all over its body in a post-starvation
eating spree, it can set up a reserve that
can tide it over nine months without any
food at all, if necessary, the fat being
used up gradually.

Now in any scientists's book this 15 a
case of very high class survival adaptation
to an extremely rugged environment—all
accomplished by an offbeat gecko which
can become commonplace, because of its
exceptional talents. O
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Joun uTTER plaged an  impottant
part in the progress of California. Now a
State historical monument, his fort was
conceived and built in 1839. Landing by
boat in Sacramento, he immediately start-
ed work on the bastion, naming it “New
Helvetia™ in honor of his native Switzer-
land. The construction project took four

left Sacrameonto for his sanch in Marys
ville. In 1880, John Sutter died in his
hotel room in Washington, D.C.

In 1888, after sitting idle since 1849,
the Fort became the property of the Na-
tive Sons of the Golden West who set
out to refurbish the decaying structure.
The years of abandonment had taken

years to complete and soon the reputa-
tion of "'Sutter’s Outpost” spread through-
out the west. The stockade was under
the Mexican flag of Governor Alvarado
until 1846 when the American flag flew
in its place following the Bear Flag Re-
bellion.

During the years of use, the walls sut-
rounded a wide variety of activities, Dur-
ing the Bear Flag Rebellion John Fre-
mont recruited and trained troops made
up of men from all walks of life. Volun-
teers from Indian tribes of the Delaware,
Walla Walla and California Indians,
mountaineers, sailors, immigrants and em-
ployees of the Hudson Bay Company were
all under the command of John Fremont.
These men furnished their own ammuni-
tion, horses and clothing, and fought
against the Mexican Californio’s while
living and training at the Fort.

In 1848, the cry of “Gold!" brought
a cross section of people to the Fort at
Sacramento. The news from Sutter's Mill
spread and anyone seeking quick wealth
—miners, adventurers and mechanics—
found their way through the gates. The
precious ore, discovered by James Mar-
shall, started a round of endless activity
at the outpost. Merchants rented space.
Boarding houses, saloons and businesses
of all types flourished. As various enter-
prises rose and prospered, the town grew
around the Fort,

Then Sutter began to feel the sting of
his own good nature. Men with no con-
science, pretending to be friends, took
advantage of his good nature and prob-
lems started piling up for him, mostly
financial. The problems grew to such an
extent that he finally had to turn his
holdings over to his son and reluctantly

their toll and the only part left was the
main building. The State Legislature ap-
propriated money for the needed restora-
tion.

Lawns, trees and shrubs decorated the
grounds, the slough on the north side of
the Fort that once supplied water became
duck ponds. A foot bridge was built
leading to the Indian museum. This mu-
seum contains Indian relics and artifacts
along with archeological discoveries pro-
viding a clearer insight into the lives and
habits of the Indians of the early west.

Today, for a fee of twenty-five cents,
you can walk through the grounds and
see many of the rooms set up as in the
days of the greatest activity. The large
administration building, the first struc-
ture you'll see when you enter, stood by
itself when the first refurbishing project
started. Tt's where Sutter had his office,
main living quarters and where John
Bidwell acted as Sutter’s clerk. The
offices and parlor are set up as Sutter
used them, with desks and furniture be-
longing to the era. The basement of the

balddiag had becn wed as aa acarory
and general storage.

Walking along the path, the Fort is
arranged so you can walk up to the door
of a particular room and look inside. The
rooms are furnished with the personal
belongings of Sutter himself. Walking
the perimeter path, you'll see the quar-
ters where his Indian guards lived, ready
at all times in the event of an emergency.

For many years, all went well for John
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Once used as a defense weapon this old cannon today is mute testimony to the
days when the West was being settled by gunfire rather than peaceful arbitration.

Sutter. His Fort contained a city within
its walls. Today, the rooms are set up to
depict life as it was then. A trade store
has goods used as trading items for deal-
ings with the Indians and to exchange
needed materials. A blacksmith shop is
completely equipped with forging tools.
A large carpenter shop contains all the
tools necessary to build or repair. Candles
supply the illumination within the rooms.
A special room has molds used for mak-
ing candles of any given size.

A stroll through the grounds takes
nearly two hours, No guided tours are
provided—Ileaving you on your own to
see what you wish to see and for as long
as you'd like to linger.

Just three blocks off the Interstate 80
freeway going through Sacramento, the
Fort stands at 27th and L Streets. The
freeway runs overhead above 30th Street
so the off ramp nearest L Street will put
you near the grounds with no trouble.

In 1967, the Fort told her story to
more than 300,000 people. In following
years, it will attract many more and
maybe you'll be one of them. O

One of the most important rooms at Sutter's Fort was where the gunsmith repaired weapons and mixed powder. Although
they appear crude compared to our modern-day weapons, the guns of the 1800s were deadly—when fired at close range.
20






