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Blue water of the Fremont River is in sharp contrast to the red
cliffs of Utah's Capitol Reef National Monument as shown in
the cover photograph by R. K. Mitchell, Sierra Madre, Califor-
nia. Esther Henderson photographed the majestic blooming
Century Plants on Page 23 to illustrate the accompanying
article on agave. Often confused with agave are the yucca
shown on the back cover.
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Books make lasting Gifts
Desert Magazine BOOK Shop

ESTEVANICO THE BLACK by John Upton Terrell.
The discoverer of Arizona, New Mexico and
Cibola was gciually an Africon slave who was
finally slain by Indians because he lived too
well, according to this well documented and
controversial book. Excellent reading by the
author of Journey Into Darkness, Black Robes,
and other histories of the West., Hardcover, 155
pages, $6.95.

100 ROADSIDE FLOWERS by Natt N. Dodge. A
companion book to his 100 DESERT WILDFLOW-
ERS, this book lists 100 flowers growing in the
4,500 to 7,000 foot levels. Like the companion
book, every flower is illustrated in 4-color
photographs. Excellent to carry in car during
weekend trips for family fun. Paperback, 64
pages, $1.50,

DESERT GARDEMING by the editors of Sunset
Books. Written exclusively for desert gardeners,
this book is climate zoned with maps pinpoint-
ing five diverse desert zones. Calendar pre-
sents plans for care of plantings throughout
the year. Wustrated, 8 x 11 heavy paperback;
$1.95.

MAMMALS OF THE SOUTHWEST DESERTS by
George Olin. Newly revised edition describes
the mammals of the deserts with artist illustra-
tions of the animals and their footprints for
sasy identification. Paperkack, 112 pages,
$1.00.

HAPPY WANDERER TRIPS by Slim Barnard. Well-
knewn TV stars Henrietta and Slim Barnard
nave put together a selection of 52 of their
trips through California taken from their Happy
Wanderer travel shows. Has excellent maps,
history, costs of gasoline consumption, lodging,
meals plus what to wear and best time to
make trips. Can't be beat for families planning
weekend excursions. Paperback, large format,
150 pages, $2.95.

ANTIQUE BOTTLES by Marvin and Helen Davis.
Paperback, full color, 62 pages, $3.00.

COOKING AND CAMPING IN THE DESERT by
Choral Pepper, Foreward by Erle Stanley Gard-
ner and special section on desert driving and
surviving by Jack Pepper. A hook to read cover-
to-cover for anyone who travels back country
roads. Up-to-date cooking ideas which bring
gourmet fare into camp with little effort, 12-
page section of exclusive desert camping photos
with lots of ideas for places to go. Beautiful
hardcover book, $3.95.

SKY ISLAND by Weldon F. Heald. Informative,
first-person narrative about the climate, wild
life, unusual guests, terrain and vegetation
found only in the remote Chiricahua area where
the author lived. $5.95.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE

Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing

California residents add 5 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you
are a Republican or Demacrat.
Send check or money order to Desert Maga-
zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, California
92260. Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.
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ROCK ART OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN by
Campbell Grant. First reliable, well-illustrated
book written about American Indian petro-
glyphs and pictographs. $12.95.

THE DESERT LAKE by Sessions §5. Wheeler, The
story of MNevada's intriguing Pyramid Lake, its
ancient history, archeological finds, geclogy,

tish and bird life. Paperback. $1.95.

BOOK of the MONTH

ON
DESERT
TRAILS

By Randall Henderson
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Desert Magazine for 23 years

One of the first good writers to reveal the
beauty of the mysterious desert areas.
Henderson's experiences, combined with
his comments on the desert of yesterday
and today, make this o MUST for those
who really want to understand the desert.
Ilustrated. Hardcover.

375 pages
$5.00

THE MOUTH BLOWN BOTTLE by Grace Kendrick.
An authority on bottles, Grace Kendrick now
delves into the history of bottle making and illus-
strates her book with excellent photographs she
took in Mexico where bottles are still being hand
blown. Hardcover, 200 pages, $6.95.

GOLD RUSH COUNTRY by the Editors of Sunset
Books. A revised and up-doted practical guide
to California's Mother Llode country. Divided
into geographical areas for easy weekend
trips, the 8x11 heavy paperback new edition
is profusely illustrated with photos and maps.
Special features and anecdotes of historical and
present day activities. 4-color cover 96 pages.
$1.95.

HISTORIC SPOTS IN CALIFORNIA Revised by
William N. Abeloe. Only complete guide to Cali-
fornia landmarks with maps, photos and lively
text covering both historical ond modern eras.
639 paoges, $10.00.

HANDBOOK OF CRYSTAL AND MINERAL COL-
LECTING by William Sanborn. Describes enviren-
ment typical of collection sites and physical
properties of minerals and crystals. Paper, 81
pages, $2.00.

A GUIDE TO WESTERN GHOST TOWNS by Lam-
bert Florin. Includes maps and mileages of ghost
towns in 15 western states. Large format, card-
board cover, $2.25.

FABULOUS MEXICO Where Everything Costs
Less by Norman Ford. Covers investing, vaca-
tioning and retiring prospects in Mexico. Pa-
perback. $1.50,

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS from Kings
Canyon to the Mexican Border by Russ Leada-
brand. Maps for each trip with photographs,
histerical  information, recreational facilities,
campsites, hiking trails, etc. Paper, 165 pages,
$1.95.

Onden by Mait

OLD ARIZONA TREASURES by Jesse Rascoe. Con-
taining many anecdotes not previously covered
in Arizona histories, this new book covers haci-
endas, stage stops, stage routes, mining camps,
abandoned forts, missions and other historical
landmarks. Paperback, 210 pages, $3.00.

1200 BOTTLES PRICED by John C. Tibbitts. Up-
dated edition of one of the best of the bottle
books. $4.50,

CALIFORNIA, A Guide to the Golden State.
Edited by Harry Hansen and newly revised, it
contains an encyclopedia of facts from early
days up fo the Space Age. Mile by mile de-
scriptions to camping spots and commercial ac-
cammodations. Maps. Hardcover, $7.95.

THE MYSTERIOUS WEST by Brad Williams and
Choral Pepper. Rare book examines legends that
cannot be proven true, nor untrue. New evi-

dence presented in many coses which may
change the history of the West, Hardcover.
$5.95.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalion,
‘49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the

Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $2.95.

GHOST TOWNS OF THE COLORADO ROCKIES
by Robert L. Brown. Written by the author of
Jeep Trails to Colorado Ghost Towns this book
deals with ghost towns accessible by passen-
ger car. Gives directions and maps for finding
towns along with historical backgrounds. Hard-
cover, 401 pages, $6.25.

RARE MAP REPRODUCTIONS from the year 1886.
Series | includes three maps, Arizona, Califernia
and Nevada. Series |l includes New Mexico,
Utah and Celorade, Reproduced on fine paper.
They show old towns, mines, springs and trails
now extinct. Each set of three, $3.75. Be sure to
siote series number with order.

RETIRE TO ADVENTURE by Harrison M. Karr.
Instead of retiring to an armchair the auther
and his wife retired to a travel ftrailer and
visited Canado, the United States and Mexico.
Practical approach to trailer living problems and
trailer clubs. After reading this book you'll
want to retire to adventure even though too
young to retire! Paperback, 121 pages, $1.95.

DEATH VALLEY BOOKS

Published by the Death Valley 'd4%ers these
five volumes have been selected by '49ers
as outstanding works on the history of Death
Valley. All are durable paperback on slick
stock.

A NATURALIST'S DEATH VALLEY (Revised edi-
tion) by Edmund C. Joeger, ScD.........$1.50
MANLY AND DEATH VALLEY. Symbols of Des-
tiny, by Ardis Manly Walker .............$1.25
GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY! The story of the
Jayhawker Party, by L. Burr Belden......$1.50

CAMELS AND SURVEYORS IN DEATH VALLEY

By Arthur Woodward ... ... $2.00
DEATH VALLEY TALES by 10 different au-
therd: osnanioninnr e 81195




BOOK REVIEWS

1000 MILLION YEARS ON THE
COLORADO PLATEAU

By Al Look

A newspaperman and amateur archae-
ologist for 40 years, Al Look has com-
bined his writing talents with knowledge
of prehistoric times to produce a non-
fiction story which reads like an adven-
ture through time.

Calling the area of his investigations,
the Colorado Plateau, “my back yard,”
Look gives a vivid account of the geology,
paleontology, archaeology and uranium
discoveries, starting back 1000 million
years. His “back yard" is 100 miles long
and is one of the world’s richest areas
for discovering facts about the past of
our planet. Today it is one mile above sea
level; 80,000,000 years ago it was more
than 4000 feet below the surface of a
vast prehistoric ocean.

The author's forte is in taking what or-
dinarily would be dry and difficult fig-
ures and statistics and translating them
into interesting and enjoyable reading.
The following paragraph is typical:

"To pin down 1850 million years:
suppose the time space from now back to
the American Revolution to be repres-
sented by one inch. Then back to the
founding becomes one and one-half feet,
and back to the time of the Folsom man
in Colorado is measured by a city block.
Back to the dinosaurs is one mile, but to
reach the Monument Canyon in my back
yard takes some 260 miles, about the
north-south length of Colorado."”

In writing about the Anasazi civiliza-
tion (which present day Indians call the
"ancient ones”’) Look states:

"The old forty-niners were no pioneers;
Zebulon Pike was not the first to see
Pike's Peak; old Francisco de Coronado
and his conquistadors "discovered” noth-
ing, and Eric the Red was a mere tourist.
These were all rank tenderfeet to the
Anasazi. We brag of an established,stable
civilization, but the Anasazi people have
had the same civilization in one territory
for two thousand years. We are cultivat-
ing corn 450 years after Columbus, they
were cultivating corn 1400 years before
Columbus.”

The current edition is the fourth print-
ing. As reading matter it will last for
months, as a reference, for years. Hard-
cover, 300 pages, illustrated, $3.75.

WHERE THE OLD WEST NEVER
DIED

By Panl Sanford

The majority of Baja California fur-
istas have either visited or heard about
the Meling Guest Ranch but few are
familiar with its origin ot the historic
part its founders played in the settlement
of norteamericanos in Mexico.

Located 117 miles southeast of Ensen-
ada, the Meling Ranch, originally called
San Jose Rancho, was the central head-
quarters for the North Americans who
settled in the area for farming and min-
ing.

Seen through the eyes of Bertie John-
son Meling who, today at 82 still reigns
over the ranch, the story relates how her

father and mother settled in the area
after leaving Texas.

Told in homespun vernacular, the
book describes the hardships the pioneers
in a foreign land encountered; overcom-
ing bandits, floods, droughts and poli-
tics, plus the raids by Pancho Villa's mar-
auding bands. Hardcover, 121 pages,
$4.95.

o ZHERE WEARE! The Best in
WESTERN
CHRISTMAS CARDS

Send a Post Card today for FREE sample
and COLOR catalog

THE LEANIN’ & TREE RAHCHJ

L BOX 1500, BOULDER, .28 COLORADO BO302

_bli

Many Photos In
Full Color
Price $3.00

ATTENTION BOTTLE COLLECTORS!

If you have been looking for a book that tells you where to look for
bottles, the tools you should use to dig them, the best way to clean
them, where and how to sell them, how to tell if they are valuable,
we have the books for you! These books are also loaded with ex-
tremely sharp photos and each bottle has the price listed directly
below. “Antique Bottles” has a beautiful full color cover, twelve
pages in superb full color, as well as many excellent black and white
photos. The Field Guide, the first and only Field Guide ever publish-
ed on bottles, has a full color cover and is loaded with sharp black
and white photos. This compact little book is designed to fit into
your pocket and to be taken into the field. Both books are packed
with expert information and lots of bottles, all priced, and have
proven to be two of the most popular bottle books on the market.
For “Antique Bottles” send $3.00, or $2.00 for the Field Guide, tfo:
Old Bottle Collecting Publications, P.O. Box 276, Ashland, Ore.
97520. You'll be glad you did. Dealers inquiries invited.

Very Compact And
Informative
Price $2.00
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California’s

F you've an eye for na-
ture's beauty and a
curiosity about the mir-
born of her
moods, or if you just
like camping in the
great outdoors, then Crater Lake is a
place for you to investigate. It has its
share of all these, plus Indian legends to
enhance the appeal of this wonderland.

acles

Mount Mazama, (its original name)
was an ancient volcano that rose to ap-
proximately 12,000 feet. It was the largest
mountain in the western part of a lava
plateau that covered an area taking in
parts of Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, California and was
part of the Cascade Range. It was formed
by successive flows of lava ash, cinder
and pumice that accumulated over a per-
iod of time. Streams and glaciers added
to it by depositing rock debris and from
it small valleys were carved in the side of
the mountain. Standing on the rim over-
looking the lake, evidence of the buildup
is seen in many places around the crater
wall.

The eruptions took place some 7000
years ago causing cracks to develop in the
sides of the mountain; more cracks open-
ed up under it allowing the drain of a tre-
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Crater

FORMED SOME 7000
YEARS AGO, CALIFORNIA'S
CRATER LAKE HAS
EXCELLENT FISHING,
ABUNDANT FLOWERS,
WILDLIFE AND
LAUNCH TOURS TO
SCENIC WIZARD ISLAND.

Lake

mendous amount of molten rock. These
disturbances caused the cone of the moun-
tain to collapse to the inside and geolo-
gists have estimated that 17 cubic miles
of the cone were lost in the collapse.
Thus, a crater, or caldera was formed
through volcanic action in one of the
highest mountains in the Cascades and,
through the passage of time, snow and
rain provided water for the lake. There
is no inlet of any significance and seep-
age is the only outlet, so evaporation and
seepage combine to keep the water level
reasonably constant. In the late 1800s, a
geological survey expedition made a series
of 94 depth soundings in the water. Us.
ing crude equipment, the depth was esti-
mated to be 1996 feet. In 1959, a Coast
Guard Geodetic Survey again sounded
the lake and, using modern equipment,
found the depth to be 1932 feet. Only
64 feet difference from the figures calcu-
lated by the first expedition.

Indian legends have their place in the
history of Crater Lake. Called by the In-
dians, "The Battleground of The Gods,"
the background of their story is given in
the Indian tale of the destruction of
Mount Mazama. The Klamath Indians
tell of the "Chief of the Below World,”
Llao, a god who passed through the
summit crater and occasionally stood on

by Andrew Flink

the peak. Sometimes, Skell, “Chief of the
Above World,” would be on top of
Mount Shasta, about 100 miles to the
south. Their legends tell of a war be-
tween the gods and of a time of great
explosions, rocks flying through the air,
flames devouring the woods and the In-
dian homes. There were many days of
darkness except for the glare of the fiery
mountains. The end of the battle came
when Llaos’ throne, (Mount Mazama)
collapsed inward. For more on these leg-
ends read Indian Legends of the Pacific
Northwest by Ella Clark, Univ. of Calif,
Press, Berkeley, Calif., 1953.

Many Indian legends tell of the lake,
but there are also stories of some of the
first white men to view the beauty.

Crater Lake was seen by the first
white man in June, 1853. John W. Hill-
man, a prospector in search of a lost
mine, climbed upon a ridge and as he
came to the top, the lake lay spread before
him for miles. He named it “Deep Blue
Lake” and returned to Jacksonville, a
mining camp near Medford, to tell of
his discovery.

On October 21, 1862, Chauncey Nye,
leading a party of prospectors from East-
ern Oregon, came upon the lake and,
thinking he was the first to see it, named
it "Blue Lake."”



William Steel, of Kansas, stood on the

rim in August of 1865 and gazed at the
deep blue spectacle of the magnificent
crater. He was so impressed with its beau-
ty that he dedicated his life to it. It was
through his efforts that Crater Lake be-
came a National Park. After being es-
tablished as a part of the Park system on
May 22, 1942, Steel continued as a devel-
oper of the area, as a superintendent and
eventually as park commissioner, an office
he held until his death in 1934.

The walls of the crater from the water
level to the top of the various peaks
around the rim of the lake, reach from
500 to 2000 feet high. Throughout the
21 square miles of water are various is-
lands and volcanic cones. After the peak
was destroyed, volcanic activity within
the crater produced a cone known today
as Wizard Island. Only the top of this
cone is visible, the rest lies some 2000
feet below the surface of the azure blue
lake and is really a volcano within a
volcano.

Launch trips around the lake provide a
closer look at Wizard Island. The trip
includes a few minutes stopover so you
can climb to the summit, some 700 feet
above the water. Once on top, you can
look down 90 feet into the crater itself
and view the 300-foot-wide interior. Con-
tinuing with the launch trip, you'll see
a formation of rocks that remind you of
a ship under full sail like the clipper
ships that sailed the seas in the 1800s.
This formation is called Phantom Ship.

These are just a few of the sights to be
seen on the lake jtself. The launch trip
takes two hours to complete and is con-
ducted by a Ranger-Naturalist who pro-
vides a running commentary about the
distinctive, geological formations at close
range along with lava flows, underwater
fumaroles, (holes in the crater that acted
as gas vents) and in general, many of the
geological aspects of the crater not easily
seen from the lake rim.,

There are also walking trails if you en-
joy hiking. Wildflower Garden is a short
walk offering an abundance of plantlife
to delight the eye. Colorful meadows of
wildflowers, orchids, violets, monkey-
flowers, painted-cup and many more are
distinctively labeled.

Birds and forest animals are plentiful
and guided tours are conducted daily by
Park Rangers. For the benefit of fisher-
men, the lake is stocked with Rainbow

Launch trips take visitors to Wizard Island where you can climb 700 feet to the
top and look down 90 feet into the crater and see the 300-foot-wide interior.

Trout and Kokane Salmon, William Steel
planted the lake in 1888 with about 40
fingerling trout and the plantings were
continued until 1940. Now, natural re-
production provides the lake with all the
fish necessary for a fine days catch from
rowboats available on a rental basis.

You campers aren't left out, either.
The best campground is near Rim Vil-
lage, but the entire rim is dotted with ex-
cellent picnic facilities. There are fire-
places, tables, water and well-equipped
toilet facilities. There are no utility con-
nections for house trailers.

If you wish to go around the rim of
the lake but don't want to go onto the
lake itself, 2 35 mile bus tour around
the rim is available and a continuous
monologue is provided by the driver-
guide. So there's something for everyone
at Crater Lake. There are fees for the ex-
cursions but they are well worth the time
and expense. The lodge and cabins at
Rim Village are open from about mid-
June until Labor Day or thereabouts and
it's advisable to make reservations well
in advance,

The appeal of Crater Lake is not ex-
clusively for the summer outdoorsman
however. Winter brings not only an aver-
age of fifty feet of snow annually, it also
provides the winter sports enthusiast with
a chance to try his amateur wings or for
the professional to sharpen his ability on

one of the two ski trails from Rim Vil-
lage to Park Headquarters. If you should
decide to make the trip during the win-
ter, you're cautioned to be well supplied
with gasoline and oil because no service
stations are open during the winter. Al-
though snow plows keep the snow off the
roads, chains should be carried as con-
ditions change rapidly.

To reach the lake by automobile, drive
on paved roads all the way from Klam-
ath northward to the lake. Leave Klam-
ath Falls on U.S. 97, take the turnoff
where State Route 62 connects and then
continue to the lake. The northern en-
trance, (closed during the winter) is
southward from the junction of U.S. 97
and State Route 138. The west entrance
is from U.S. 99 at Medford onto State
Route 62 and directly to the lake. Dur-
ing the summer months, busses are avail-
able from Medford and Klamath Falls.

This is truly an area of rare beauty.
The ruggedness of the crater as it bor-
ders the lake is matched only by the
vivid colors of the lake and surrounding
areas. Whether you're an outdoorsman or
someone who just wants ot get away
from it all, Crater Lake offers rare splen-
dor in a picturesque setting. If you'll
take the opportunity to see the beauty
created out of one of natures more violent
moods, it's a vacation trip you'll never
forget. [
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outH of the Mesquite
Range, on the eastern
slope of the Clark
Mountains, lies the re-
mains of the old silver
camp of Ivanpah, This
townsite is not to be confused with the
present-day railroad station, by the same
name, on the Union Pacific railroad be-
tween Nipton and Cima. That town of
Ivanpah is relatively a youngster, having
been in existence only since 1903,

The old, original town of Ivanpah was
situated around springs that are now
shown on topographic maps as Ivanpah
Springs. She first came into public view
as the result of silver mining operations as
early as 1867. This activity blossomed out
to a full scale boom town with more dis-
coveries of silver ore in the 1870s, Total
silver production for this area has been re-
ported to be in excess of $4,000,000,

At her peak, between 1882 and 1885,
when she boasted a population of 300,
there were wagon roads connecting all of
the segments of the town. These seg-
ments were mainly near one or the other
of the springs and each had its share of
structures, both dwellings and commercial
buildings.

Ruins of one of the two mills are still
quite identifiable, and so are the ruins of
the smelter, the assay office, some of the
stone buildings, a few adobe block houses,
and here and there a “dugout” type home,
Also, there are some remains of later at-
tempts to reactivate the area for mining.

This is truly a ghost town. Not many
people visit the quiet old lady of yester-
year, and a feeling of awe and deep re-
spect is prevalent as one walks around
through the ruins and underbrush. There
are still to be discovered hidden dugout
homes and adobe ruins that have been
buried under many years gtowth of brush
and weeds. Packrats, unmolested by man,
have built many king-size nests. Some of
these nests have been found, by this
writer, to contain old bottles and other
relics of great interest to the collector of
Western Americana.

Two of the springs no longer have any
water, but one still produces clear, spark-

With a population of 300 in its heyday, Ivanpah's mines produced more than
$4,000,000 in silver. Today, the once flowing springs are dry and the rock houses
of the miners are occupied by packrats, Little known, the area may be rich in
bottles and other collectors' finds. Undergrowth bas covered many locations.
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ling water that is caught in two large
metal tanks for stock. Wild burros depend
upon this source of water and are still
watching over the townsite as not too
silent sentries. If the visitor is lucky, he
may be able to get a few good photos of
the burros before they climb up, out of the
low washes, into the brushy hills.

To reach this quiet and picturesque
site, leave the freeway, Interstate High-
way 15, on the Yate’s Well offramp 43.5
miles north of Baker, California. From
the freeway travel .6 of a mile west to a
stop sign on a stretch of the old high-
way. Make a right turn and proceed
north. There is a closed gate in this por-
tion of the road. Please close this gate
after passing through.

When .4 of a mile has been traveled,
make a left turn at the fork in the road.
.3 of a mile in this westerly direction will
bring you to another closed gate. Again,
close the gate behind you. Proceed 5.5
miles from this gate, passing the power
lines, and you will come to an old, aban-
doned house. This building is a remnant
of a later date than Ivanpah, and is of
value only as a landmark.

Searching for bottles and other finds, the author and bis wife dig among the
crumbling ruins of lvanpab, whose beyday was between the years 1882 and 1885.

Just beyond this house the road forks
and the ghost town of Ivanpah has been
reached. The left fork continues .6 of a
mile west, ending at the water tanks, This
area is a nice grassy spot where water has
overflowed the tanks, and nearby the
mill ruins and some of the stone build-
ings are located. The visitor will want to
leave the car here and cover the area on
foot.

From the junction, .7 of a mile on the
right fork of the road, will bring you to
the northernmost portion of the town-
site. For those who are interested in look-
ing for bottles, it is advisable to take
along a metal locator to help find the
hidden can piles. Many of these deposit-
ories were shallow pits that are now filled
with dirt or covered over by brush. Look
for them in an area that would have been
near a home or in a ravine that would
catch the rubble in case of flood water.

Any area that would have been a na-
tural for the people to have thrown their
cans is a good place to start your search.
Diligent searching should yield many
3 7 more relics. Who knows, maybe you will
o be the next one to find a sun-colored
3 *‘ medicine bottle or some other token of a

Rl i long gone era, a remembrance of a por-
Ruins of stone houses are good grounds for use of metal detectors. tion of our Western Americana. O
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Eleodes Armata

alias T
The Stink Bug! ™

by Richard Weymouth Brooks

Eleodes Armata is also known as a Circus or Pinacate
Beetle, the Pinacate Range in Sonora, Mexico being named
after him. He also is called a stink bug,

Eleodes is a friendly little creature and one of my favorite
desert insects. There is hardly a time when he does not pay a
social call to my camp, marching around munching on a
dropped scrap of food with apparent delight and then mov-
ing on to his next engagement of the evening.

Slow moving and without wings, he is called a stink bug
because when alarmed or disturbed he appears to stand on
his head and gives off a rather musky odor, thus discouraging
predators.

According to Zuni mythology Eleodes saved his life by
duping Coyote into believing he had overheard a message
from the gods under the ground. This, they say, is why he
stands on his head today. Many Indians in the Pinacate Coun-
try consider his presence good luck. So when he pays a social
visit to your camp, give him a morsel of bread . . . just for
good luck. O
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Billy The Kid, The Dalton Gang and Bonnie and Clyde are
today’s television heroes. But back when the West was being
settled these gangsters killed men and women solely for material

gain. Criminals of their type were eventually eliminated by such
lawmen as the Arizona Rangersas toldin . . .

Then There Were
The Good Guys

by Myriam Toles

HE bad men of Arizona
have had considerable
publicity, but some of
those who helped to
put them out of busi-
ness, notably The Ari-
zona Territorial Rangers, have had far
too little. During the eight years the
Rangers were in existence—from 1901 to
1909—they cleaned out of Arizona as
choice a collection of horse thieves, cattle
rustlers, killers and general undesirables
as ever plagued a frontier, There were
never more than 25 or 26 men in the or-
ganization at any one time; they had to
cover a territory as large as all New Eng-
land, and they were operating against
thousands of criminals, but they secured
an average of 1000 convictions yearly,
none of them for minor offenses.

They were all good men in the West-
ern sense; not exactly Sunday school
characters, but they could ride, track and
stay on a trail like Indians; they could
shoot the eyelashes off a running coyote,
and they could match any man in cool,
hard courage. Possibly one of the reasons
they have been overlooked by a thrill-
seeking generation is that they were not
given to killing, except as a last resort.
The Rangers' code was simple—to stop a
bad man, not be one—and their record
is studded with the long chances they
took to carry it out.
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There is the story of the capture of the
Mexican bandit, Chacon, by Burton Moss-
man, first captain of the Rangers. Chacon
was known to have killed 29 Americans,
and his total score of murders was reput-
ed to be over eighty. It was his practice
to kill not only those he robbed, but every
witness to the crime. He was utterly fear-
less and incredibly skilled in eluding and
ambushing pursuers. After each foray he
escaped into Mexico where he was com-
paratively safe, as extradition was diffi-
cult, and he was careful to commit no
crimes on Mexican soil.

Mossman was determined to bring
Chacon to the waiting gallows. He cross-
ed the line at Naco and made his way to-
ward the hideout of Chacon and Billy
Stiles, the famous Arizona train robber.
At daybreak he rode boldly up to their
campfire, dismounted and asked for a
cigarette. He had left his rifle behind,
and had only his pistol in its holster. For-
tunately the outlaws had left their own
rifles in their blankets, although they
also wore their six shooters.

Chacon warily handed over the pack-
age of cigarettes. Mossman picked a burn-
ing stick from the fire with his left hand,
then passed it to his right—his gun hand.
It was a simple trick, done so naturally
that for one instant, Chacon was de-
ceived. It was the instant that sealed his
doom. The next, he was looking into the

barrel of Mossman's pistol. With one
lightning motion, the Ranger had drop-
ped the burning stick and whipped out
his gun. Keeping both men covered, he
ordered Stiles to disarm both himself and
Chacon, and to handcuff Chacon. Then
retrieving his rifle, Mossman forced the
two outlaws to mount their horses, and
herded them back across the line. There
he turned Stiles free with a warning to
keep his mouth shut.

It was a highly irregular proceeding,
legally kidnapping, as no one knew better
than Mossman, but he got away with it.
In the temper of the times, and in view
of Chacon's record, few cared. The popu-
lar attitude was probably expressed by
the sheriff who saw the Ranger get off
the train with the handcuffed Chacon.
“Well, I'll be damned"” he said in simple
awe.

The Arizona Rangers came into exis-
tence because the territory had practically
been taken over by outlaws. Its immense,
sparsely settled distances, bordered on
the south by Mexico had become the hap-
py hunting ground of criminals who
skipped across the line whenever things
grew too hot for them on the Arizona
side. Sheriffs, hampered by county lines,
and often by deputies who were hand in
glove with the outlaws, were making
little headway against the rising tide of
lawlessness.



FIND BURIES

IREASURE!

E/s183_§

0o

NOW, for the first time all of America can thrill to the golden
dream of buried treasure in real life! A true scientific electronic
instrument, transistorized, streamlined, amazingly sensitive, it ex-
ceeds many high priced units in its finding ability. It is light enough
for even a five year old, and sensitive enough for weekend adult
treasure finders! Sturdy, foolproof, high impact molded case and
detection search coil, the Treasureprobe uses high temperature sili-
con transistors, oné common 9-volt transistor radio battery powers it
and produces a strong electromagnetic field which alters as the search
coil passes over hidden metal resulting in a loud squeal at the ear-
phone. The Treasureprobe will find large metal objects, chests. weap-
ons, artifacts buried several feet in the ground. It will find small
objects buried up to several inches. It finds all kinds of precious and
common metals ... gold, silver, bronze, nickel, copper and iron.

ONE OF THE MOST FASCINATING HOBBIES

Electronic treasure finding has become a fabulous hobby! Every-
where in the country there are valuable and fascinating things to be
found hidden by just a few inches of topsoil, sand, vegetable matter
or gravel. Metal buttons, weapons, and insignia are found on Civil
Woar and Indian battlefields. Gold nuggets are found in the dry
washes of the Sierra mountains and throughout the Mother Lode
country. Millions of dollars worth of lost old coins are still to be
found . ..in the sands of thousands of beaches, in the earth of old
circus lots, in the foundations of old buildings, old farm houses,
even in the grass of the national parks. Test it yourself with a coin
under the rug. Treasureprobe will also find modern lost items . . . the
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Ranger Captain Tom Rynning was a typical leader of the lawmen who rid the
Arizona Territory of bandits. He fought Comanches in Texas, Apaches in Ari-
zona and served with the Rough Riders.

Cattle rustling had become an organ-
ized business, so powerful that in Nava-
ho County, according to Dane Coolidge,
there was a period of fourteen years in
which no rustler had been convicted in
the courts. Finally, in 1901, in answer to
the demand of the cattlemen for some
sort of law enforcement agency that
would operate as the rustlers did, with-
out regard for county lines, the legisla-
ture established the Arizona Territorial
Rangers.

Because of Mossman’s reputation as a
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deputy sheriff of Navaho County, where
he had broken up some of the worst
gangs of rustlers, Governor Oakes Mur-
phy selected him to organize and head
the new force. Mossman planned to re-
main Captain for only a few months,
but he remained a year, a year notable
for the number of persons who forsook
their old haunts, some for the peniten-
tiary, others for localities they found
healthier than Arizona.

At first the Rangers, only fourteen in
number, operated secretly, wearing no

badge, and with their commissions sewn
ont of sight in their clothing. When
Mossman resigned, after climaxing his
record with the capture of Chacon, the
organization had grown to twenty-five
men, operating openly and respected by
both the good and bad elements of the
Territory.

Tom Rynning, who followed Moss-
man as Captain, was the same breed of
Westerner. He had grown up on the
frontier, fought Comanches in Texas and
Apaches in Arizona, and served in the
Rough Riders, He had the same cool
audacity as Mossman, and the same will-
ingness to take a long chance. He once
walked into a saloon full of an outlaw's
friends and walked out with his man, al-
though the latter was a bit damaged in
the process.

The outlaw, a notorious horse thief,
was carelessly seated with his back to the
door when Rynning entered and said
quietly, T want you, Wood."”

The horse thief's reply was to shoot
over his shoulder. It was a mistake. He
missed, but the officer didn't. In that
split second, Rynning had drawn, select-
ed his exact target and shot off Wood's
trigger finger. Then while the friends
carefully kept their own fingers away
from their guns, Rynning trimmed the
ragged stump with his pocket knife,
stuck it in a glass of whiskey to disin-
fect it, wrapped a rag around it and
departed, with the bad man in tow—and
no pursuers.

During the five years that Rynning
was Captain, the Rangers considerably
reduced both the popularity and the
profits of rustling. By a sort of gentle-
men's agreement with Mexican officials,
they practically erased the line that had
formerly protected criminals  fleeing
from Arizona. Thereafter, when the
Rangers were on the trail of an outlaw,
they could keep on into Sonora until
they caught him—no questions asked,
no extradition papers necesasty.

About the time the Rangers had
cleaned up the cattle country, they were
called on by the mining camps. Wage
disputes had developed into strikes, then
riots, some of which were aggravated
by bad feeling between Mexicans and
Americans. The Rangers, taking no sides,
disarmed the rioters and kept order until
the disputes could be settled by peaceful
means.



The most spectacular of these riots
occurred at Cananea in 1906. Strictly
speaking, the Rangers had no business
to be there at all, since Cananea is just
south of the border. But an official of the
Greenne Cananea Copper Company had
been killed, and the strike had become
When Colonel
Bill Greenne, owner of the mine, tele-
phoned to Bisbee that the trouble was
out of hand, and that the rarales, the
Mexican military police, were in Magda-
lena, twenty-four hours away, the Bisbee
miners began organizing a rescue expedi-

an anti-American war.,

tion. Fortunately, Captain Rynning, with

some of his men, happened to be in
Bisbee.

Realizing that an international inci-
dent was in the making, he reluctantly
agreed to take comamnd. He preferred
the risk of losing his commission to the
greater risk of letting the hot-headed
rescuers set off without an experienced
leader. He even managed to give the
affair a semblance of legality, in which
he secured the help of the civil and mili-
tary governors of Sonora, who met the
Americans at the border to protest the
invasion. Luckily, the Mexican officials
knew Rynning, and trusted both his
word and good sense. After considerable
argument they accepted his plan.

The broke ranks and
strung casually across the line. Then they
were sworn in as volunteers in the Mexi-
can army, Commissions were handed out
generously. A Ranger lieutenant and a
sergeant became lieutenant colonels, two
Bisbee constables majors, and Captain
Rynring full colonel.

Americans

Like the capture of Chacon, it was a
highly irregular performance, but again
it worked. When the Americans arrived
in Cananea, things qu’ *n prompt-
ly. Some of that ur expedition
always maintained that a great
opportunity was lost .~ x a portion of
Sonora to the United States.

Rynning had carefully avoided re-
ceiving any of the telegrams Arizona's
Governor Kibbey had been sending him,
but on his return he went to Phoenix to
face the music. The sizzling governor
blew up and fired him, but when Ryn-
ning coolly pointed out that at the mo-
ment he was probably the most popular
man in Arizona, the governor himself
cooled off, and ended by reinstating him.

A year later he appointed Rynning war-
den of the penitentiary and Harry Wheel.

er became captain of the Rangers.

Wheeler had been Chief of Apache
Scouts during the Geronimo campaign,
and had soldiered in Cuba. A quiet fel-
low, he was utterly fearless, and one of
the best shots in the world. His men were
devoted to him. He served two years.
Then the force was disbanded, chiefly
because of Territorial politics, but also,
because the conditions that called it into
being no longer existed. The Rangers
had put themselves out of business.

There is not space here even to list
the exploits of individual Rangers, but a
picture taken in 1903 tells what manner
of men they were. They are a casual look-
ing lot, sadly lacking in spit and polish.
Only two wear coats; the others are in
shirtsleeves and vests, and their head-
gear is lamentable. The only things uni-
form about them are the familiar, easy
grasp of their rifles, and their air of
lean, hard efficiency.

Good men all of them, and the Arizona
of today is forever in their debt. O

Be sure to mention

Dl

when you patronize our advertisers

Lowest Photo Print Prices
Highest Quality

KODACOLOR FILM
DEVELOPED & PRINTED
8 Jumbp Prints i b 78
12 Jumbao Prints
12 Jumbo Prints and
New Roll of Kodacolor (except 126 ....$3.30
12 Jumbe Prints and
New Roll of Kodacolor 126 -
Kodacolor Neg reprints ...........

..$3.50
....... $ .16

Send for price sheets
and envelopes
All other
Photo prices are
comparably low

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.

P. O. Box 370, Yuma, Arizona 85364 or
P. O. Box 2830, San Diego, Calif. 92112

N

with a King Winch to pull for you.

When tires won't take you into the toughest terrain—and more
important, get you back—King Winches will. 8,000 Ibs. of pulling
power are at your command with a King Winch, and there is a
model made specifically for Jeep, Scout, Land-Rover, other 4 WD
vehicles and trucks. King is the only winch approved for Bronco by
Ford Motor Co. Use a King Winch to pull out of mud or snow, up
steep grades or to retrieve game. Run winch cable over limb and
suspend game while cleaning it. Write for facts on King Winches,
a favorite of outdoorsmen for over 30 years. Specify make and

model of your vehicle.

Pull uhlclq when stuck.

Retrieve game with King Winch.

IRON WORKS, INC.
Box 7726, Dept. D-2
Houston, Texas 77007
713-869-6611

Clear campsite using winch power.

September, 1968 | Desert Magazine / 15



RISES
DARWIN

by Elizabeth Beebe

AGAIN

photos by Bill Kelsey

On the road into Darwin you see the bhuman shape of a low-lying mountain. Called “The Reclining Indian” by the
Shoshone Indians, the long-time rvesidents of Darwin say it symbolizes the spirit of their rising desert community.

ARWIN is one Califor-
nia ghost town whose
ghosts are fast being re-
placed by real people.
In the summer of 1967,
to the great surprise of
the Clerk of Inyo County, people came to
ask about free lots in Darwin. These in-
quiries were traced to a notice which had
appeared on a public bulletin board in
Lone Pine, near the county seat of Inde-
pendence. Although it is still a mystery
who posted the notice, the land rush
which resulted dealt a death blow to Dar-
win's ghosts.

Darwin is approximately 100 miles
west of Death Valley and 30 miles south-
east of Lone Pine, six miles off California
State Highway 190. The six miles took
us through gently rolling desert country
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to a large, working mine and mill, with
offices and employees homes on the sunny
hillside. Less than a mile further we were
driving down the main street of Darwin,
once filled with miners’ voices and now
almost silent and deserted.

Here we saw for the first time the
mountain the Shoshone Indians long ago
named "The Reclining Indian.” Outlined
against the sky a couple of miles to the
south, its sharply etched profile resembles
a human form. It has served for ages as
quiet witness to the hurly-burly of Dar-
win’s boom days when adventurers rush-
ed in, some to make fortunes, others to
lose them. Now the Reclining Indian
seems to brood over the fallen shacks and
sagging store fronts that for many years
have caused Darwin to be known as a
ghost town.

However, because of the sign on the
bulletin board in Lone Pine, there are
stirrings in Darwin; stirrings that are
chasing away errant ghosts. Darwin is
rising again and this time it is destined
to become a solid residence city before
long. At least this is the considered opin-
ion of the town’s most ardent devotee,
Mayor Frances Black. Seated comfortably
in a deep, soft chair by the cheery fire-
place in her living room, Mayor Black
chuckled as we hesitantly asked about
ghosts.

“"Ghosts?”" she repeated. “Do T look
like one? T've lived here for fifteen years,
helping other residents to keep Darwin
going and, like the others, T see a great
future here. It is like a modern Rip van
Winkle awakening from his long sleep.”

Darwin was born in 1860, the year



Dr. Darwin French discovered rich sil-
ver deposits in that vicinity. The little
camp took his name and, as news of the
silver strike spread, soon had a brawl-
ing population of more than 5000. Mines
honeycombed  the desert and nearby
mountains. Some barely yielded a living,
but there were two sensational strikes;
the Defiance and the Independence out
of which &1,280,000 was taken in a few
years, Other silver properties were to pro-
duce more than $2,000,000. Before long
there were no less than 57 mines opera-
ting within the city’s vicinity.

Hundreds of men worked in the mines
and the mills. Furnaces were built to
smelt the ore. Water was piped in from
a hot spring in the Coso Mountains sey-
eral miles away. There was a newspaper.
There were saloons, gamblers and gay
girls. For a few years, life was fast, fur-
ious, uproarious and unpredictable in
Darwin. One sheriff's report noted that
of 124 graves in the cemetery, 122 of
those buried died by knife or bullet.

About 1880, the boom faded. This
was caused not so much by the ores play-
ing out as it was by the surfacing of raw
human nature. Wage disputes arose, rival-
ries led to deliberately set fires. Acciden-
tal burnings took their toll in life and
property. A decline in the price of silver
was the final blow. With the departure of

the miners, the itinerant gold seekers and
the good time girls, an almost deserted
Darwin settled down dismally in the
shadow of the Reclining Indian,

The big mill, which we passed on our
way into Darwin, was purchased by the
Anaconda Copper Mining Company in
1945 along with a group of small mines.
Subsequently it was leased to West Hill
Exploration Company, a Canadian firm
and it is now in full production of lead,
zinc and silver. It employs about 70 men.
This mining operation is like a world of
its own, however, and has little to do
with the old town settlement.

Now the faith the 30-odd residents
have held in a revival of Darwin seems
about to be justified. Their dreams that
Darwin would some day become a mod-
ern, lively, happy town has received
its unexpected and dramatic boost by the
anonymous note on the bulletin board in
Lone Pine.

Inquiries about free lots in Darwin
continued to trickle in to the County
Clerk’s office to the extent that Superior
Judge John McMurray looked into the
matter. He found that, years ago the
court had platted a Darwin townsite and
had assigned to miners plots of ground
on which to build small shacks. The fee
was only a few dollars and was to be ap-
plied to the cost of platting the townsite.

Only a few lots in Darwin had been
improved through the years but the pre-
cedent, a charge of $5.00 per lot, was a
matter of record. Now, with the sudden
demand for lots, Judge McMurray de-
cided the fee would hold, but lots were
to be limited, three to a customer.

The sporadic inquiries came to an ab-
rupt halt one day in late summer when
scores of excited would-be Darwinites
mobbed the County Clerk's office report-
ing that a new note on the bulletin board
had announced this as the last date for
acquiring free lots. On that day, every
one of the 254 available lots in Darwin
was sold, not given away. But no one
minded paying $5. The only figure abso-
lutely unmoved was the Reclining Indian.

Some buyers say they will speculate.
They purchased lots sight unseen and
they will sell them the same way. But the
happy Mayor says that more than 25%
of the town’s new landowners plan to
build houses and become permanent
residents.

Mayor Black is aware of many prob-
lems which will arise with the prospect of
a jump in population and it is through
her efforts, and those of other Darwin’s
leading citizens, that Inyo County has es-
tablished a Community Service District
here.

“"Our first project,” said the Mayor,

The old and the new Darwin. Left, the first schoolbouse in Darwin still stands on Market Street. Another once-abandoned
building bas recently been renovated and now serves as a combination school and community hall. Right, George and
Martha Simonson moved to Darwin from Gardena last July and re-opened "The Qutpost”, which had been vacant for
20 years. They offer everyday commodities. The Green Streak pump is empty as the gas has not been made for 25 years.
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poking the fire, “is to have the lots pro-
perly surveyed and registered. Then the
County is going to get us more storage
for water. At the present time, the water
we get from the Coso Mountains is apt
to become scarce toward the end of the
and then flood us during the
winter. The County is to give us fire pro-
tection and help with sanitation. The
Edison Company is putting in adequate
street lighting. Already I see new tele-
phone poles going up.

"With the cooperation of Melvin Bar-
asconi, County Superintendent of Schools,
we hope to open the school again. As it
is now, a few students here make the 35-
mile trip to Lone Pine and back each day
by bus.

S€ason,

"We've formed a Boosters” Club which
we think will play a big part in produc-
ing worthwhile and interesting projects
for the good of the Community. There
are only five directors on the Comunity
Service set-up but everyone is to belong
to the Boosters' Club. There will be a lot
of fun in that.”

Darwin will soon boast a little general
store. Until recently, Postmaster Elsa Has-
kins brought groceries to Darwin house-

Mayor Frances Black is a school teacher
and long-time resident. She never lost
faith that “"Darwin would rise again.”
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wives along with the daily mail. Early
this year Frank and Sarah Cooley opened
a restaurant in the old Rock House and
across from it is the Mackey's interesting
little shop of antiques, old bottles and un-
usual rocks. To both the Cooleys and
Mackeys, their businessses symbolize the
realization of long-harbored dreams.

Darwin offers livability of many
kinds. For the retirees there is the respite
from city life, crowds and traffic along
with the comforting thought that these
can be easily reached if need be. For
young and ambitious adventurers there
is the lure of prospecting as rich minerals
are yet to be discovered in the vicinity.
There is also the challenge of being in
on the ground floor of a new, growing
town.

And for all, there is the mild desert
climate, the clear air and wide sunny
vistas which are as changeless as the Re-
clining Indian.

Any ghosts that might be left in Dar-
win had best whip on out because the
ether they once had to themselves is now
an airlane for those who fly in and land
on Darwin's airstrip. This is a concrete
forerunner to Darwin's potential. It was
built and is kept up by Inyo County for

»

use in emergencies. So far, however, it
is a convenience for private planes.

Vacationers looking for an interesting
place to explore will find Darwin and its
environs fascinating. Even a short visit
here would be profitable, too, for aban-
doned mines yield rare rocks. Old bottles
and other tokens of Darwin’s lustrous
days are still to be found.

The old cemetery south of town is a
place for musing and picture-taking. The
Chinese graves are unmarked except for
crude wooden fences that once surround-
ed them but now lean in slivered ruins.
The Indian graves are identified by elab-
orately carved wooden headboards against
which bright artificial flowers have been
fastened. Also, if you are interested in
Indian culture, there are still a few Sho-
shones living in Darwin who, while con-
forming to their ancient customs, are not
averse to an interview,

If you have the time, hike up the side
of the Reclining Indian where you can
survey the broad desert he has dominated
for untold ages. For, as Mayor Black
points out, he has been the one steadfast
witness to the downs and ups of the little
desert town of Darwin. O

The Darwin Cemetery is below the western edge of town. Stone monument on
right, according to legend marks the grave of the only woman ever banged in
Darwin—she was caught cheating at cards.



SENTINEL OF UTAHS
BLACK ROCK DESERT

by George A. Thompson

LoNE and forlorn, at
the edge of the Black
Rock Desert, stands the
crumbling remains of
old Fort Deseret, once
the bastion of defense
in southwestern Utah. Erected in 1865, it
offered protection to the settlers of Mil-
lard County and the surrounding area
from raiding parties of Ute and Piute In-
dians. Completed on July 25th, 1865, it
was probably built in less time than any
other similar sized fort in the west.

Two competing companies of 46 men
each under Captains Hawley and Pierce
completed it in only 18 days. Built of
adobe mud and straw mixed by horses
hoofs in an open ditch and erected on a
base of black volcanic rock, it was a
refuge in the wilderness for settler and
traveler alike. It was 550° square with
10" walls, 3’9" thick at the base and 1'6"
at the top.

Fort Deseret was in almost constant
use during the Blackhawk Indian War
and wasn't abandoned until 1868, On
one occasion a party of 45 men, who had
been surprised at Packs Bottom by a large
war party under Chief Blackhawk, nar-
rowly saved their lives by racing the In-
dians to the fort. The fight at the fort
was a standoff as the surrounding level
plain kept the Indians at rifle range
while the Sevier River, which flowed by
one corner of the fort, assured the besieg-
ed men within plenty of water.

Today the ruins of old Fort Deseret
are a reminder of Utah's pioneer days,
and should not be passed by by anyone
traveling in the area. It is located on
State Road 257 only 10 miles southwest
of Delta. A historical marker gives a
brief history of the site while a brush

covered arbor nearby provides a shaded
picnic area.

And while you're visiting old Fort
Deseret don't miss seeing the site of the
Gunnison Massacre only six miles fur-
ther west. As you approach Delta on US
6/50 a historic marker just west of Hinck-
ley on the south side of the highway de-
scribes the tragic events which occurred
there in 1853.

Capt. J. W. Gunnison of the Army En-
gineer Corp with 11 soldiers and a Mor-
mon guide named William Potter were
surveying a route to the new settlements
in southern Utah when they were attack-
ed by an Indian war party on the morn-
ing of October 26, 1853. The attack
came during the early dawn, just as Capt.
Gunnison and his party were preparing
breakfast. Their small camp was in a shel-
tered area under an over-hanging bank
of the Sevier River, about two miles north
of a black volcanic cone. The location
had been poorly chosen, allowing the In-
dians to approach without being seen.

Capt. Gunnison, with 15 arrows in his
body, was one of the first to fall, and be-
fore the surprise attack was over seven of
the others were killed, including guide
William Potter. Two of the soldiers
caught their frightened horses and got
away, riding bareback, while two others
made their escape on foot by hiding in
the thick willows that lined the river, It
took them several days to reach Fort Des-
eret and it was 12 days before a burial
party arrived at the massacre site.

It was incidents such as the Gunnison
Massacre that made shelters like Fort
Deseret necessary for defense of the early
settlers in the Utah Territory. When you
are visiting or vacationing in southern
Utah be sure not to overlook these two
historic sites.
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