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Books make lasting Gifts
Desert Magazine BOOK Shop

DIRECTORY OF SOUTHERN NEVADA PLACE
NAMES by Walter Averett, Limited edition. 1300
entries. Includes obscure nomes of ghost towns
and old mining camps. Hardeover. $5.00.

WATER WITCHING by Earl Shannon. Entertain-
ing and instructive, whether or not you accept
water witching. Paperback. $2.75.

A GUIDE TO WESTERN GHOST TOWNS by Lam-
bert Florin. Includes maps and mileages of ghost
towns in 15 western states. Large format, card-
board cover, $2.25.

ANZA AND THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER OF NEW
SPAIN by Bowman and Heizer, Explodes myth
that Anza founded city of San Francisco and
other interesting data related to Anza. Good
early Coliforniana. Hardcover, $8.75,

COOKING AND CAMPING IN THE DESERT by
Choral Pepper, Foreward by Erle Stanley Gard-
ner and special section on desert driving and
surviving by Jack Pepper. A book to read cover-
to-cover for anyone who travels back country
roads. Up-to-date cooking ideas which bring
gourmet fare into camp with little effort. 12-
poge section of exclusive desert comping photos
with lots of ideas for places to go. Beautiful
hardcover book, $3.95.

CAMPING AND CLIMBING IN BAJA by John
W. Robinson. Guide to the Sierra San Pedro
Martir and Sierra Juarez of upper Baja Cali-
fornia. Paper, $2.95.

OLD-TIMERS OF SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA by
Lester Reed. Recounts episodes of pioneers cov-
ering an area from Owens Loke fo Anza-Bor-
rego and from San Bernardine east to Twenty-
nine Palms. Spiral-bound, $5.95.

ARIZONA: GUIDE TO THE GRAND CANYON
STATE. Newly revised and edited by Joseph
Miller. Past and present covered. Highly recom-

mended. 532 pages, illustrations and maps.
$7.95.

SAN DIEGO BACK COUNTRY 1901 by Gordon
Stuart. Filled with local color and nostalgia for

high-button shoes and shivarees. 241 pages,
$5.00.
HISTORIC SPOTS IN CALIFORNIA Revised by

William N. Abeloe. Only complete guide to Cali-
fornia landmarks with maps, photos and lively
text covering both historical and modern eros.
639 pages, $10.00.

BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL by Waterman L.
Ormshy, o New York newspaperman who was
the only through passenger on this first west-

bound stage. Western Americana, 177 pages,
$4.50.

THE LIFE OF THE DESERT by Ann and Myron
Sutton. Covers desert creatures, perennial water
problems and how animals and plants survive.
231 poges, $4.95.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK IN BAJA by Erle Stanley
Gardner, About people and places in enchant-
ing Baja Califernia of Mexico. Colared phatos,
368 poges, $8.95.

HANDBOOK OF CRYSTAL AND MINERAL COL-
LECTING by William Sanborn. Describes environ-
ment typical of collection sites and physical
properties of minerals and crystals, Paper, 81
pages, $2.00.

REDIGGING THE WEST for old time bottles by
Lynn Blumenstein. Photographs of over 700
bottles with articles that tell the story and a
photograph of each. $4.25.
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WHEN ORDERING BOOKS
PLEASE

Add 50 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)
for handling and mailing

California residents add 5 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you
are a Republican or Democrat.
Send check or money order to Desert Maga-
zine Book Shop, Palm Desert, Californio
92260, Sorry, but we cannot accept charges
or C.O.D. orders.

ALL OF MEXICO and Guatemala ot low cost by
Norman Ford. Excellent guide for do-it-yourself
traveler. Paper. $2.00.

ANOTHER WILDERNESS CONQUERED by Grady
Setzler. An informal history of the Blythe-Palo
Verde Valley in Southern California. Hard-
cover. $5.50.

EXPLORING JOSHUA TREE by Roger Mitchell.
Excellent guide to Joshua Tree National Menu-
ment in Southern California. Paper. $1.00.

PIONEER FORTS OF THE FAR WEST by Herbert
Hart. Fourth in series, large format, illustrated
with historical photos, good text, $12.95.

FABULOUS MEXICO Where Everything Costs
Less by Norman Ford. Covers investing, vaca-
tioning and retiring prospects in Mexico. Pa-
perback. $1.50.

1200 BOTTLES PRICED by John C. Tibbitts. Up-
dated edition of one of the best of the bottle
books. $4.50,

A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS by Robert C. Stebbins. A Peterson
Field guide. 207 species, 569 illustrations, 185
in full color, 192 maps. The best book of this
type. Hardcover. $4.95.

RETIRE TO ADVENTURE by Harrison Karr. Author
writes about ftrailer living problems and ad-
vantages. Paper. $1.95.

ANTIQUE BOTTLES by Marvin and Helen Davis,
Paperback, full color, 62 pages, $3.00.

CALIFORNIA, A Guide to the Golden State.
Edited by Harry Hansen and newly revised, it
contains an encyclopedia of facts from early
days up to the Space Age. Mile by mile de-
scriptions to camping spots and commercial ac-
commodatiens. Maps. Hardcover, $7.95.

DEATH VALLEY BOOKS

Published by the Death Valley '49ers these
four volumes have been selected by '49ers
as outstanding works on the history of Death
Valley. All are durable paperback on slick
stock.

A NATURALIST'S DEATH VALLEY (Revised edi-
tion| by Edmund C. Joeger, ScD.......... $1.50
MANLY AND DEATH VALLEY. Symbols of Des-
tiny, by Ardis Manly Walker .........._.$1.25
GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY! The story of the
Jayhawker Party, by L. Burr Belden.....$1.50
CAMELS AND SURVEYORS IN DEATH VALLEY
By Arthur Woodward _............_......$2.00
DEATH VALLEY TALES by 10 different au-
0 1. SRS . - 1. |

Onden by Mad

THE MYSTERIOUS WEST by Brod Williems and
Choral Pepper. Rare book examines legends that
cannat be proven true, nor untrue. New evi-
dence presented in many cases which may
change the history of the West. Hardcover.
$5.95.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker. Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area thot was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormen Battalion,
‘49ers, Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the
Jackass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's
adventurous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard
cover, $2.95.

OMN DESERT TRAILS by Rondall Henderson, foun-
der and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen-
derson's experiences, combined with his com-
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
make this a MUST for those who really want
of understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
Hardcover. $5.00.

RARE MAP REPRODUCTIONS from the year 1886.
Series | includes three maps, Arizona, California
and Nevada. Series |l includes New Mexico,
Utah and Colorado. Reproduced on fine paper.
They show old towns, mines, springs and trails
now extinct. Each set of three, $3.75. Be sure to
state series number with order.

THE DESERT LAKE by Sessions 5. Wheeler. The
story of Nevada's intriguing Pyramid Lake, its
ancient history, archeological finds, geology,
fish and bird life. Poperback. $1.95.

NEVADA'S TURBULENT YESTERDAYS by Don Ash-
baugh. The best book about Nevada's ghest
towns and the rugged individuals who built
them. 346 pages, $7.50.

GUIDE TO COINS. Recent U.S. coin prices,
Canadian, Mexican and foreign coins, medals,
tokens ond emergency money, Colonial, Terri-
torial, and Civil War coins. Hardcover. $3.50.

SKY ISLAND by Weldon F. Heald, Informative,
first-person narrative cbout the climate, wild
life, wnusual guests, terrain and vegetation
found enly in the remote Chiricahua area where
the author lived, $5.95.

ROCK ART OF THE AMERICAN [NDIAN by
Campbell Grant, First reliable, well-illustrated
book written gabout American Indian petro-
glyphs and pictographs. $12.95.

NATIVE SHRUBS of Southern California by Peter
H. Raven. Well illustrated, some in color, with
interesting text and descriptions of shrubs. Paper,
$1.95.

NAVAJO RUGS, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE by
Gilbert S. Maxwell. Concerns the history, legends
and descriptions of Navajo rugs. Full color
photos. Paper, $2.00.

OLD CALIFORNIA MINES (1899) by Charles Yale.
Reprint from early mining industry records.
Photos show different types of mining, mainly
in Mother Lode country. Text contains statistics
and discussions of early problems $2.00.

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS from Kings
Canyon to the Mexican Border by Russ Leada-
brand. Maps for each frip with photographs,
histarical information, recreational facilities,
campsites, hiking trails, etc. Paper, 165 pages,
$1.95.
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Photographer David Muench calls his cover photograph
““Desert Ecology’' showing the dramatic contrast of Wash-
ingtonian Palms to surrounding desert slopes. Taken in
Andreas Canyon grove near Palm Desert. The inside photo-
graph is Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona by
Don Valentine, a frequent contributor to Desert Magazine.
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New factual
evidence

on the
legends

of the West

By Brad Williams and
Choral Pepper

This book examines many little-
known stories and legends that
have emerged from the western
region of North America.

Included are such phenomena as
the discovery of a Spanish galleon
in the middle of the desert; the
strange curse that rules over San
Miguel Island; the discovery of old
Roman artifacts buried near Tuc-
son, Arizona; the unexplained be-
heading of at least 13 victims in
the Nahanni Valley; and many
other equally bewildering happen-
ings. Elaborate confidence schemes
and fantastically imagined hoaxes
are documented, along with new
factual evidence that seems to cor-
roborate what were formerly as-
sumed to be tall tales.

Hardcover, illustrated, 192 pages.
$5.95

Send check or money order to
Desert Magazine Book Shop,
Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

Add 50 cents for postage and
handling. California residents
additional 30 cents tax.
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8OOK REVIEWS

GHOST TOWNS OF THE
COLORADO ROCKIES

By Robert L. Brown

Written by the author of Jeep Trails
to Colorado Ghost Towns, this book
deals with ghost towns accessible by pas-
senger car. Just to keep things interest-
ing, however, he has sneaked in a few
where a four-wheel drive vehicle or a
pair of willing legs are necessary to
reach the actual town from the passenger
car road. Arranged in alphabetical order,
the ghost towns range from Alma, which
arose in 1872 and was “named for all
the Almas in town,” to the Virginia
Dale, established in 1862, which was
named to honor the wife of building
supervisor Jack Slade who was construct-
ing stage coach stations along the old
Cherokee Trail to Denver. This is the
same Jack Slade who was the notorious
gunfighter with so many notches on his
gun.

The book gives directions for finding
each of the ghost towns, along with
some hair-raising history told in a fresh,
exciting way. The author has personally
visited each of his towns and each one
is accompanied with a photograph—some
historic, some modern,

For desert dwellers looking for cool
summer trips, this book has much to
offer. A map identifying the location
relative to a modern highway is contain-
ed in the covers of the book. Hardcover,
401 pages, $6.25.

OLD MINES AND GHOST CAMPS
OF CALIFORNIA

By Ekman, Parker, Storms, Penniman
and Dittmar

Reprinted from a statewide report
made for 1899, this paperback includes
established mines and camps up to that
date. Historical photos illustrate each
chapter and a great amount of interest-
ing data covers methods of mining in
the different mines, and the wvarious
kinds of minerals mined. At this time

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
50c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 59 sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

Southern California's vast mineral re-
gions were largely undeveloped, so the
book carries only one chapter pertaining
to them, but it gives an interesting his-
tory regarding the discovery of gold
here in 1812. According to some author-
ities, early padres gathered placer gold
with the aid of Indians and in 1828
some was shipped from San Diego. How-
ever, the padres suppressed knowledge
of this as much as possible. Their pro-
duction was small and apparently ceased
after the above shipment, Then in 1841
places were discovered in San Feliciana
Canyon, about 40 miles northwest of Los
Angeles. Local inhabitants rushed to the
gold fields, but it took the discovery of
James Marshall up north, six years later
to turn on the world wide gold rush.
Paperback, 144 pages, $3.50.

OLD MINES AND GHOST CAMPS
OF NEW MEXICO
By Fayette [ones

Reprinted from New Mexico Mines
and Minerals, 1905, this book covers
mines and camps up to that date only.
A chapter on the early Spanish conquests
for gold mentions lost treasure legends
that no doubt led to later discoveries of
new ones. Geology of the various re-
gions, old-timers and methods of mining
are all discussed, as well as the history be-
hind many of the old mines of that era.
The state is divided into mining districts
which, accompanied with descriptive
landmarks, makes it easy for a reader to-
day to identify locations, even though
many of these places exist no more. Pa-
perback, 214 pages, $4.00.
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BAJA: Land of Lost Missions
By Marguis McDonald with Glenn Oster

This very poorly written book is good
only in that much of the information in-
corporated in it is taken from a book
written by Arthur North in 1903. The
writers actually repeated North’s journey
in search of missions, using his out-of-
print book as their guide.

On an Erle Stanley Gardner expedition
in 1966, which this reviewer accom-
panied, we discovered the true location
of Dolores del Norte. Whatever the
writers of the above book identified as
this mission was obviously something else.

They made their first trip in 1959
with a jeep, hiring mules from Mexican
ranchers to reach places where no trails
existed. In recent years the writers re-
traced some of their earlier route and
found few changes. Baja aficionados
may wish to add this book to their col-
lections; not for its literary value, but
because no one, since Arthur North made
his trip in 1903, has covered the mission
trail so entirely. Fragments of mission
history are included, along with a boring
diatribe of innocuous first-person horse-
play that is about as exciting as getting

ducked in a back yard pool. It is lament-
able that the writers were incapable of
sharing with readers the really great
adventure they must have had. Hard
cover, photographs of missions, 161
pages. $4.95. C.P.

HAPPY WANDERER TRIPS
By Slim Barnard

Well-known TV stars Henrietta and
Slim Barnard have put together all of
the fine maps and stories about their
travels through Southern California,
taken from their Happy Wanderer travel
shows. Each of the 52 trips covered con-
tains a history of the area, the approxi-
mate gasoline consumption from Los
Angeles, average hotel rate for the des-
tination and the cost of meals for the
extent of the trip. Also included is in-
formation about what to wear and the
best season to visit each area. High des-
ert dude ranches, beach resorts, river
trips, nature trips, lost mine hunts and
too many others to enumerate here make
this large format travel book the best on
the market for the region it covers. Pa-
perback, about 150 pages, large format,
$2.95.

SEE—

ART GREENE

lowdy, partner!

Come try our

" COOKING and
CAMPING
on the DESERT

CHORAL PEPPER

ONEMHOOD
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FOREWORD BY
ERLE STANL
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by Choral Pepper
ONLY $3.95

Plus 50 cents mailing charges. California
addresses add 20 cents tax. Send check or
money order to Desert Magozine,

Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

We, the boating pioneers, offer you
exploring, hunting, fishing, hiking,
photography, all watersports, [antastic
side canyons, together with Rainbow
Bridge.

DAILY One-day trips to Rainbow Bridge
LONGER 2-3-5 & 7-day trips on schedule

WRITE for braochure and information

to

CANYON TOURS, INC.

WAHWEAP LODGE & MARINA
Page, Arizona
Phone AC 602 645-2448

i/ 8
Hepps

Wa nc{ erers

OFFER
new book of 52 of their favorite
trips in Southern California

Full color cover, 104 page.
$2.95 plus sales tax

Henrietta & Slim Barnard have chosen trips
that they consider the most interesting. The
book contains a map, a story of the trip with
what to wear and expenses, which include
gasoline, meals and motels and all necessary
expenses.

Book can be bought by sending check or
money order for $3.10 to

SLIM BARNARD ENTERPRISES
6000 SUNSET BOULEVARD
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028

OR
Desert Magazine Book Shop
PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260
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A Trip to the Big House

by Jan S. Paul

ACK in the '30s a trip
to the "big house”
meant going to prison.
Not so in Arizona, in
the '60s. There "Big
House" is the English
translation of Casa Grande, the name
given to the 600-year-old Hohokam ruins
south of Phoenix. In fact, Casa Grande
is only one of several attractions in a
one-day loop trip south and west of that
city.

Leaving Phoenix so as to reach Mesa
at 9:00 a.m. (16 miles from downtown
Phoenix), the first stop is the grounds
of the Mormon Temple at 525 East
Main. Here are found hundreds of
exotic cacti and shrubs and the visitor
is welcome to stroll about. The temple,
too, is a thing of beauty, having been
described as “one of the world's most
beautiful religious buildings.”

Mesa, State

From

87 goes south
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through Chandler and then southeast to
the Casa Grande National Monument.
Don’t make the mistake of taking State
93 south to the town of Casa Grande.
The two routes are together through
Chandler, but branch about seven miles
to the south, Be sure to take the left
route; the towns on the sign will be
Coolidge and Florence.

Casa Grande National Monument is
two miles north of Coolidge and 38
miles from Mesa. Here the Hohokam
Indians, with perhaps some help from
the Pueblo, built their Big House ap-
proximately 150 years before Columbus
discovered America. They deserted the
place for some strange, and still un-
known, reason in the approximate year
of 1450. Although Casa Grande is the
major tourist attraction (with guided
tours 25¢ per person), there are other
ruins in the area, including those of a
canal system that pre-dates the Big House
by some 700 years!

The town of Casa Grande is about 25
miles from the ruin via State 87 through
Coolidge to La Palma, then due west on
287. The Southwest Gas Company, 114
East Fourth Street, conducts daily car
cavalcade trips from October through
April and although reservations are
necessary for these all-day ventures, the
company will provide a schedule of up-
coming tours, take your reservation, and
provide information about interesting
out-of-the-way places that are of interest.
And don't forget that Casa Grande is
also the home of the San Francisco
Giant's farm training complex. This is
the logical place to stop for lunch.

Gila Bend is 57 miles west of Casa
Grande via State 84 and Interstate 8. It
has been called the hot spot of Arizona
and it does register some high summer
temperatures. The attraction here is
rockhounding, Indian picture writing,
and pioneer sites. There is also a recently
formed Painted Rock Lake.

North of Gila Bend is Buckeye where
one of the finest collections of saddles,
sixguns, war bonnets and tomahawks
are housed in the Buckeye Historical and
Archaeological Museum, open Tuesday
through Saturday. Not only are pioneer
artifacts preserved, but the history and
prehistory of land we now call Arizona
is depicted as well.

Fifteen miles northeast of Buckeye,
just west of Avondale, is the strangest
"Airbase” you will ever see. Here is the
Mothball Air Fleet, the assembled col-
lection of World War II aircraft that
thrills kids and aviation buffs. A road-
side exhibit beside U.S. 80 makes iden-
tification of the various craft instantly
possible.

Follow U.S. 80 east on Buckeye Road.
Just beyond the freeway (Interstate 17),
make a left on 17th Avenue and, in the
event you haven't already recognized
the address, you will find yourself in
front of the Arizona State Capitol. What
better ending to a trip through such a
representative section of the state! [J




Can you tell . ..

The Deadly Difference

by Robert H. Wright

HE Southwest has more strange and unusual
forms of wildlife than any other section of
the United States. Some of these are poison-
ous, but the few with deadly bites or stings
are negligible compared to the many that re-
semble them and sometimes almost frighten
people to death. Others possess such exaggerated reputations
that they are feared more than the deadly ones. It is to your
advantage to be able to recognize these creatures,

The following photo quiz consists of four pairs of animals.
Of the first three pairs, one has a lethal bite or sting, while
the other is merely a mild menace. The last pair is included
only because they are so frequently confused. One is harm-
less; the other somewhat poisonous.

Look at each pair closely. Can you tell which is just a men-
ace and which packs a poisonous load?

Photo 1-A

Photo 1-B

Pair One

You can't tell a snake by its cover any more than you can
a book. The angelic white snake (1-A) is a viper in disguise.
Note the vertical pupil which is #swally a sign of a venomous
snake. In this case, it is. This is a rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis
v.) which completely lacks the usual brown spotted pattern be-
cause it is an albino! Albinism occurs in almost every species
and it would not be at all impossible to happen across an al-
bino copperhead, coral snake, or you-name-it.

Photo 1-B is a fangless nightsnake that might bite you if
you stepped on it, but its poison does not seem to affect hu-
mans, although it is effective against its normal prey such as
lizards. This snake has the vertical pupil of the vipers, but
lacks their fangs, so he can not inject venom. His poison is in
his saliva, A few scratches from his teeth would be about the
only harm this snake could do.
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Photo 2-A

Pair Two

There are many species of scorpions in the Southwest, but
only two species are lethal. The rest can sting all right, but
with no more serious effect than the sting of a bee or wasp.
The two lethal scorpions, (one is shown in photo 2-B: Cen-
trurvoides gertschi) are very similar, The clue to the difference
between them and the non-lethal one (photo 2-A) can be
seen in the tail. The lethal scorpions have more slender seg-
ments in their tails, The tails of the others are noticeably
plumper, and some have stripes, as in photo 2-A which is the
common striped-tailed scorpion (Vejovis spinigerus). Another

clue is size. The lethal scorpions are usually smaller than the
non-lethal.

8 / Desert Magozine [ April, 1968

Pair Three

The tarantula (Aphonopelma sp.) in photo 3-A may look
dangerous, but again, his sting is no worse than that of a bee.
Actually he is nothing but a large wolf spider. These spiders
are not at all aggressive, and in some localities of the South-
west, children even let them crawl on their arms and are very
rarely bitten.

Photo 3-B is the sinister black widow. The hour glass on
her abdomen is a pretty good clue to this one, but don't de-
pend on it. Some widows lack this marking. And some wid-
ows, especially young ones, are not a smooth shiny black.
Many have various whitish markings on the back. But there

is one thing you can depend on with black widows: their bite
is poisonous.

Photo 3-B




Pair Four large 8 or 10 inch specimen. While it is true that he can give
you a painful bite, it is doubtful that he could put you in the
hospital,
Photo 4-B is the common solpugid (Ermobates 5p.), seen
frequently around houses. He is an entirely harmless little
Photo 4-A is the desert centipede (Scelopendra heros). His fellow whose only interest as he stalks through the night, is
looks are enough to terrify anyone, especially when he is a in searching for other insects to eat. O

'ﬂ: 5
w3
» » 8

|

Neither of these creatures is deadly, but the tall tales that
have been spun around them have caused them to be feared
by a great many people.

Photo 4-B
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it RAISES ... it LOWERS ... it's HYDRAULIC
—
e
The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the  onds. Enjoy
camper top can be safely operated even by a small  roomy walk-

child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top is  in living quarters, weather tight, high ceiling, *‘home
lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve. Drive  away from home,”” complete with three-burner stove,

safely at any speed with minimum drag and sway. sink, cabinets, ice box, beds and many other luxury
Sit or recline on comfortable couches while travel- features.

ing with top down. Alaskan camper top raises in sec- 6 FACTORIES TO SERVE YOU

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.
R. D. HALL MFG., INC., 9847 Glenoaks Bivd., Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley) California 91352, Dept. D. PENNECAMP, INC., 401 W. End Ave., Manheim, Penna,, 17545, Dept. 4.
ALASKAN CAMPERS NORTHWEST, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle Wash, 98168, Dept. D. G. R. Grubbs Manufacturing, Inc. d/b/a

ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, 57 Wi i o | 77021, X
ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, INC., (S.F.Sacramento area) Intersection of Interstate Highway 80 and State 21. 2t B Housos, poise D
Route 1, Box 332, Suisun City, California 94585, Dept. D. FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, INC., 1100 Denver Ave., Fort Lupton, Colorade 80621, Dept. D.
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Digging for Sharktesth

by Max Ferguson

HE weather is mild, the
desert is in bloom;
spring is here! What
better time could there
be to go to the famed
Sharktooth Hill Area
and dig fossil shark’s teeth? On Shark-
tooth Hill, just north of Bakersfield, you
will find many treasures of the past.
Though the favorite find is a shark
tooth, the bigger the better, collectors
alos take home bones of seals, sea lions,
whales, porpoises, fish and birds. Teeth
and bones are found in a layer of soft to
medium hard, gray sandstone. This layer
is known as the Round Mountain Silt
member (Mid-Miocene) of the Temblor
Formation. Why there are so many bones
packed into such a small area, and why
they are so mixed up is a mystery un-
answered by geologists.
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However, some likely theories have
been advanced. At first it was thought
that violent volcanic action was respon-
sible for the tremendous number of
marine deaths, but after it was realized
that carcasses covered with volcanic ash
were preserved intact, this theory was set
aside. Then it was pondered that a 150-
foot reigning whale-shark was responsi-
ble for the deaths and for the scattering
of bones. However, no teeth marks have
been found on the buried bones to sub-
stantiate this argument.

Later theories suggest that an inland
bay once covered the area, with restricted
passageways to the sea. At one end of
the bay was a submarine valley far off-
shore. Only the fine sand material could
be carried this distance into the bay and
deposited, thus the build-up of the
Round Mountain Silt Formation. Fairly

In two hours this party found nearly 100 shark teeth and many bones. The “diggins”
is acrass the valley on a knoll (lower vight).
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strong currents moved from one end of
the bay to the other. As the animals died,
the currents carried the floating, decay-
ing carcasses along the shallower parts
of the bay, but as the currents crossed
the submarine valley, they could no long-
er hold their loads so dropped them
into the recesses below, Some twenty
million years later, as we dig, we are ex-
posing the bones just as they fell into this
gray, soft material.

It is a pleasant drive from Los An-
geles along U.S. Highway 99 to Bakers-
field when the desert is springing to life.
This may be an all-day field trip, or you
can camp overnight at the site for an
entire weekend to explore the area. To
get there, turn right at Bakersfield onto
Business Route 99 (Union Avenue) and
head into the city. As you approach the
traffic circle, follow the signs to Oildale;




they will lead you onto Chester Avenue
heading north. In a short distance you
will notice on your left the Kern County
Museum and Pioneer Village.

A stop in the museum is worth your
time. It is open from 8 to 5 Monday
through Friday, from 9 to 5 Saturday,
Sunday and holidays. Immediately on
your left in the main room are display
cases with fossil teeth, bones, and infor-
mation about each. There are many
other fine exhibits in the museum, in-
cluding a fine mineral display on the
second floor. Free maps of the Shark-
tooth Hill area and papers covering the
technical aspect of its geology and pale-
ontology are also available.

After leaving the museum, continue
north on Chester Avenue. Turn right
on the China Grade Loop Road. From
this intersection it is 12 miles to the
new and better "diggings” on Round
Mountain. Follow the road through the
old Kern Oil Fields, past Discovery
Well (the first hand-dug commercial
oil well in the country), past a rock
crusher plant and under two towering
power lines to an oiled road (9.0 miles)
that goes to the left where you will see
the Tidewater Oil Company sign. Follow
the oiled road for little under a mile to
the junction of another road to the left.
The sign at this junction reads: Private
Road, Permission To Pass Revokable at
Any Time. Tidewater Oil Company.
Travel 1.4 miles on this road through
the low rolling hills to a sharp, blind
curve. In this curve make a left over
the edge to a good dirt road. Three to
four-tenths of a mile further, you are
there. Get out, pick an unoccupied hole,
and start digging.

Hand digging tools are essential for
any kind of successful operation. These
should include shovel, mattock, rake, a
quarter-inch wire screen, hand pick, and
smaller cleaning implements, if you wish
to clean some of the bones at the site.

Though the hills are green, this is des-
ert country. Bring lots of water, wear a

hat, a light long-sleeved shirt, gloves for
digging, and you should have no trouble.
You will not go home with the bumper
dragging the ground, but your collection
will be one to be proud of and your
knowledge of the past will be increased.

O
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HE nautical natives of
the Salton Sea area
may be the salt of the
earth, but they have a
problem — the salt of
the sea! They are
swimming, water skiing, sailing, boating
and fishing these days with crossed fin-
gers. The Sea is salinating like mad—at
the rate of about 10,000 tons of salt per
day. This largest inland body of water
in California is headed for the doubtful
distinction of becoming another Great
Salt Lake, if corrective action is not taken
soon,

Salton Sink is a natural reservoir for
storage of drainage water from the gross
Salton watershed, which comprises some
6500 square miles of Southern California
desert land plus about 1000 square miles
of Baja California, Mexico. The Sea is
approximately 30 miles in length and
varies from 10 to 15 miles in width. It
has an average depth of 30 feet and a
surface elevation of about 232 feet below
mean sea level,

In recent years the area has developed
into a recreation center for water sports,
hunting, camping, hiking and rock hunt-
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ing. Fishing and boating are the most
popular pastimes here. You may angle
the year ‘round (there is no closed sea-
son) and the fish are in plentiful sup-
ply. It'is estimated that more than three
million corvina currently await your chal-
lenge. They love to play “hard to get,”
but they are not too anti-social to multi-
ply prolifically. The corvina is a second
cousin of the white sea bass.

A California State Park along the
northeast shoreline provides several miles
of scenic campsites for wvisitors. Also,
along the east side of the Sea, is the
State's Imperial Waterfowl Management
Area. The United States Government's
National Wildlife Refuge occupies sev-
eral square miles at the southeastern cor-
ner of the Sea. This is near a large area
containing  geothermal resources, and
across from the United States Naval Test
Base on the southwest shoreline.

The Salton Sea has been called "'Na-
ture's Magnificent Mistake.” There is no
doubt that it is magnificent, but the mis-
take might be questioned. If Mother
Nature erred in forming the present Sea,
she is guilty of many other fumbling
episodes in the past. In prehistoric times

by Jack Delaney

the Salton Sink was a part of the Gulf
of California and separated from it on
several occasions. When it was isolated
from the Gulf for the last time a large
lake resulted (referred to as Lake Ca-
huilla) which may have continued to
exist until as late as 300 or 400 years
ago.

There is abundant evidence of the in-
vasion of the Colorado Desert by the
acean many years before recorded his-
tory. It is pointed out in The Mysterions
West (a fascinating book by Brad Wil-
liams and Choral Pepper) that the Sal-
ton Sink contains a vast oyster-shell
bed formed during one of the Sink’s
unions with the Gulf. These petrified
shells of the ruffled oyster, averaging
eight inches across, have been here mil-
lions of years. Helen Burns, in her book-
let Salton Sea Story, reports that there
are many square miles of marine fossil
beds here and that some of them are
200 feet thick.

If we are determined to point the
finger at Mother Nature we might ask
why she trapped some 200-million-acre-
feet of ocean water in Lake Cahuilla,
then permitted it to evaporate, leaving
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approximately nine billion tons of salt

which did not evaporate! Another exam-
ple of Nature’s muddled thinking is the
fact that she set up a row of four small
volcanoes along what is now the south-
west shore of the Sea, then proceeded to
cover them with water. They bubbled
and steamed in protest, forming mud
pots that were conspicuous in the area
for years.

Men with imagination tried to turn
the Salton Sink situation to their advan-
tage on several occasions. In 1884 the
New Liverpool Salt Company started
production, utilizing the heavy deposits
in the northwest part of the basin. This
enterprise ended abruptly in 1905 when
water returned to the Sink. Another
commercial venture was born about 40
years ago when it was discovered that
enough carbon dioxide was obtainable
from wells to support a dry-ice business,
with the Los Angeles area serving as the
market, It passed away quietly a short
time later,

In 1901 a heading was built on the
Colorado River and a canal to convey
water to Imperial Valley was constructed,
entirely within Baja California, Mexico.
This canal still exists and is called Canal
del Alamo. Heavy floods of the Colorado
and Gila Rivers in 1905 and 1906 cut
through the headworks, enlarged the con-
veyance channel, and flooded Salton
Sink. So sudden was this onslaught that
a string of freight cars was trapped on a
siding next to the sprawling Liverpool
Salt Works. The cars and the factory
still remain at the bottom of the Salton
Sea!

At the present time this area might
be called a paradise with problems. Four
situations exist that threaten the contin-
uity of aquatic enjoyment for the resi-
dents, week-enders and vacationers. These
four basic problems are: an alarming in-
crease in salinity, an increase in the con-
centration of nutrients, an excessive de-
posit of silt, and an unpredictable fluctu-
ation of surface elevation.

In recent years the salt content of the
sea has increased to the point where it is
now greater than that of ocean water.
Salton Sea has no drainage outlet—in-
flow of farm drainage waters from ad-
jacent valleys is approximately balanced
by surface evaporation. However, the
salts remain in the sea water. Unless
measures are taken to control salinity, the
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sea will become so salty that the fishery
will be seriously damaged within a few
years, Also, excessive salinity will ad-
versely affect the shoal grass which is
established as food for waterfowl.
Farm drainage waters also bring nu-
trients that remain in the sea, and this
concentration promotes algae blooms. Be-
sides causing an increase in turbidity,

trol Board and a current stud}f was com-

pleted a few months ago for the Re-
sources Agency of California. The re-
ports from both studies stressed that
water quality control measures must be
instituted at the earliest possible date if
preservation of the sports fishery and
water-conducted sports features of Salton
Sea are to be realized.

evaporates, the salts would be retained
permanently within the diked basin. This
plan would provide some degree of con-
trol of the Salton Sea surface elevation.
It is anticipated that the 29--square-mile
section would become filled with salt
after about 75 years.

Another suggested plan would also in-
volve construction of a diked area, util-
ized to concentrate inflow from the sea’s
main body. The concentrated brine would
be pumped southward across the Inter-
national Boundary to the Rio Hardy. The
pumping distance would be 55 to 60
miles, with a lift of 270 feet above the
Salton Sea surface. Thereafter the brine
would flow by gravity into the river and
on to the Gulf of California. The Rio
Hardy, in Mexico, is one of the many
former courses of the Colorado River.

This plan would require consent from
the Republic of Mexico, which should
not be too difficult to obtain (the dis-
charge of waste waters from Mexico into
the Salton Sea amounts to approximately
104,000-acre-feet each year). Advantages
of this system would be the permanent
nature of the solution to water quality
control in the sea and a possible perman-

Along the shoreline of Salton Sea. Below: Scene from Helen's Beach.

the algae is suspected to be the principal
cause of a "red tide” which sometimes
covers a portion of the sea surface. Peri-
odically, conditions in Salton Sea cause
extensive death of algae. This in turn
results in oxygen deficiency, which is re-
sponsible for extensive fish kills and the
production of obnoxious odors.

A quantity of silt is being conveyed
regularly to the sea through natural chan-
nels and irrigation drains. Excessive silt
deposits have an effect on sea dimen-
sions and turbidity, The somewhat un-
stable surface elevation of this body of
water has a threatening effect on existing
improvements along the shoreline and
poses uncertainties in planning for fur-
ther development, Some early settlers
learned this the hard way. They had to
wade out of their homes!

Serious thought is being given to the
solution of these problems. Six meetings
on the subject were held last year, with
all interested factions represented—fed-
eral, state, local and private. A compre-
hensive study was conducted in 1965 for
the California State Water Quality Con-
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Several plans offered as possible solu-
tions were outlined in the above reports.
One involved the diking off of an area
of approximately 29 square miles within
the sea. Water from the main body
would be directed into the diked area at
a controlled rate. As the isolated water
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ent outlet for waste brines from geother-
mal enterprises as they develop in the
future, It would also provide a measure
of control of the sea’s surface elevation.

Many other proposals have been of-
fered from various sources. Some may be
feasible, others are too far out in concept




or too costly to be practical. One in-
volves a desalting plant, a ship canal
from the Gulf of California, an inland
seaport for ocean-going vessels, a power
plant at the sea to generate electricity
from a 200-foot waterfall, and the use
of part of the power to pump back the
concentrated salt of the sea. This excit-
ing plan, the brainchild of consulting
engineer Philip Abrams, would result in
an exciting cost figure.

Still another idea, this time from Mr.
A. B. West of the United States Bureau
of Reclamation, with the hedge that it
is proposed as a “last resort” solution,
suggests an ocean-water transfusion for
Salton Sea via a two-way pipeline to the
ocean. Mr. West did not explain how a
continuous exchange of salt water from
the ocean for salt water from the sea
would solve the salination problem. It is
estimated that the cost of his plan would
be about 55 million dollars.

During discussions with Assemblyman
Victor Veysey of California’s 75th As-
sembly District it was obvious that he
has a keen interest in the solution of this
problem. In January he introduced a bill
asking the State Legislature to finance a
study of the problems which would lead
to firm recommendations for a practical
solution, Some time, and a number of
committee luncheons, will be required be-
fore the outcome will be known.

Assemblyman Veysey evidently is ser-
ious in his desire to serve the Southern
Californians who feel the need for Salton
Sea as a recreational center. An indica-
tion of his attitude toward the subject
is expressed in Section 15 of his bill,
which reads (in part): "This act is an
urgency statute necessary for the imme-
diate preservation of the public peace,
health and safety within the meaning of
Article IV of the Constitution and shall
go into immediate effect.”

During your visits to Salton Sea,
should you time-out from the aquatic
fun long enough to discuss problems,
you'll note an apparent defensive attitude
on the part of the residents. Perhaps this
is because the situation is beyond the
reach of individuals. I sensed this’feel-
ing on the part of "Sea” people during
my interviews along the shoreline. Typi-
cal remarks were, “"What's wrong with
salt? I like salt!” and "Why all the fuss
about our Sea? There are problems every-
where, what about the large cities!”
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The perimeter pioneers of the Salton
Sea area sit on their boat-docks and
thrill to the large expanse of calm blue
water. They enjoy the beautiful sunsets
that splash multi-colored hues on the
surrounding mountains. They know that

many interested groups are determined
that their paradise shall continue to exist
and are doing something about it. So why
worry about the problems facing the
Salton Sea, even though they are real and
not to be taken with a grain of salt! [
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TRE FREEDOM PhACES

by Robert Townsend

0 SEE the mountains,
the trees and the ocean
as they have been for
thousands of vyears,
without super high-
ways and designated
picnic areas, is the dream of many a man
who loves freedom. Running water and
an electric and gas hook-up at each con-
crete slab pad may fulfill some dreams,
but not his. There are a few beautiful
places left which have not become com-
mercialized. Remote places in Mexico
are among these places. Here there are
miles and miles of beautiful beaches
practically untouched by people, as well
as extraordinary
mountains.

inland and

country

It was to seek such a spot on the Son-
ora, Mexico, shore that we left Tucson
on the Easter week-end and turned south
toward Libertad. In Spanish, Libertad
means liberty or freedom, which is an
appropriate name for this village.

The road is long, slow and dirty, but
we enjoyed every mile of it. From Piti-
quito, Sonora, on to the ocean many
roads take off from the dirt one we were
following and several times we took a
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Soft sandy roads are treacherous.

wrong turn because there are no markers
or signs to direct you to the next city,
but finding our own way added to our
fun. In places the sand was so soft that
the cars could not get through without
a little manpower. Our group consisted
of 21 people and six vehicles. This way,
if a car got stuck or had mechanical
trouble, there were enough people to

g e

Adabe and other type dwellings belong to )‘.f,\'fse‘r"men.

help it out. We carried additional gaso-
line, emergency tools, fresh water and
plenty of food.

Upon arriving at Libertad after the
long day’s drive, we found about a dozen
adobe houses situated than 200
yards from the waterfront. The few peo-
ple who make this their home seem to
enjoy their relaxed way of living. The

less
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menfolk go fishing and the women and
children tend the house and chickens.
There is no electricity, nor modern con-
veniences of any type. There are no
stores; not even a gas station.

In addition to the unpopulated
beaches, cardon cactus and boojum trees
contribute to the beauty of the setting.
Cardon are a massive cactus related to
the giant saguaro, but unlike it, the
cardon has a central trunk where out-
stretched arms begin about a foot above
the ground. They live to be quite old
and as they grow older, they become
more massive and taller. Birds like to
build nests at the very top of their arms
which, to us, at least, seemed a precar-
ious perch.
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The boojum in Sonora grows within
a square mile area about seven miles to
the south of Libertad. Here they grow
profusely and abundantly. Native to
Baja California, it is a mystery how they
arrived here on the east side of the Gulf
of California. Dotting the hillsides, these
"inverted carrots” look like no other
tree in the world, although it is related
to the equally strange ocotillo that bears
similar green leaves when it rains. Large
boojums grow as high as 40 feet with
just one main trunk, larger at the bot-
tom than at the top. Sometimes, if the
tip has been broken, small branches ap-
pear there, giving an appearance of roots
reaching into the sky instead of the
ground.

Above: Seri Indians came to onr camp lo beg for food and clothing. Below: Boojum
trees grow in small area seven miles sonth of Libertad. How they arfived within this
one-square-mile area is a mystery.

One evening in camp we were visited
by the Seri Indians. Wearing what was
once bright colored clothing, these bare-
foot women with their children hoped to
trade shell jewelry and birds and fish
they had carved from ironwood for food
and clothing. Not having anticipated
visitors, we were not prepared to give
them clothing, but we did give them
apples, oranges and candy bars. They
talked a dialect of Spanish we could not
understand, but we could see the appre-
ciation in their eyes and smiles. Their
visit was the highlight of our week-end.
They do not live at Libertad, but travel
up and down the coast to sell or trade
their goods to campers, we learned later.

After our relaxing week-end, we
headed once again toward the city with
its freeways and signs indicating streets,
or ramps and exits, Modern conveniences
may have their places, but our favorite
vacation places are the ones without
them. |
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The Pegleg Trail to Adventure

by Choral Pepper
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T waS three years ago
last that the
anonymous  finder of
the Pegleg black gold
nuggets told his story
to DESERT Magazine.
It was ten years prior to this disclosure
that he made his actual discovery. Thou-
sands of Pegleg "experts” have since
come to the DESERT Magazine book-
shop where some of the nuggets are on
display to examine them and offer opin-
ions as to their original source. In spite
of this, when television producer Jack
Smith and his associate, Don Flocken,
invited us to work with them on a Peg-
leg episode for their new travel series,
TRAILS TO ADVENTURE, I had to
confess that the puzzle is as incongru-
ous today as it was three years ago.

month

Each Pegleg expert favors a special
area he is certain is the right one; each
expert has his own explanation for the
phenomenal occurrence of black gold
where none has ever been mined; each
has his own favorite Pegleg Smith, usual-
ly one of three historical characters
known to have roamed the Colorado des-
ert on a wooden leg; and each Pegleg
expert is vehemently positive that his
theory is the right one. Mystics have held
seances over the subject, dowsers have
swung pendulums over the nuggets to
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trace their source by vibration, old pros-
pectors have paced the country within
the stipulated 30 miles of the Salton Sea,
modern ones have covered it in 4-wheel
drive vehicles or sand buggies, geologists
have studied almost every foot of ter-
rain in all directions and geographers
have mapped it from the air. Still, the
only black nuggets to be seen are those

displayed in
bookshop.

As editor of this magazine 1 have
probably listened to more black gold
theories than have most other writess.
This has led to a few conclusions; chiefly,
where it isn't at!

I doubt that the Pegleg hot spot is in
the popularly considered Chocolate

the DESERT Magazine

Jack Smith and Don Flocken work on segment of new TV series which will feature
Pegleg's gold.
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Mountains, or in other restricted mili-

tary ranges adjacent to or within the
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, also a
popular site. There are reasons for these
doubts. Our modern Mr. Pegleg found
his nuggets barely eight years following
World War II. He wasn't prospecting;
he was simply enjoying the desert wild
flowers and collecting a few rocks. At
that time these bombing ranges had not
vet been even partially cleaned up. No
man with an ounce of sense was going
to risk having his head blown off by a
live dud just to sniff a wildflower. Our
Mr. Pegleg has shown in a number of
ways that he is a man of good sense.

As for the site lying within the one-
half-million acres of the Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park, I have my doubts
about that, too. At the time our modern
Pegleg made his find, much of this
area had not yet been included in the
park. Tn his letters he stated that he had
neglected to stake a claim because if his
black gold-covered hills went on record,
it might attract attention to them. He
then proceeded to return year after year
to accumulate more loot, removing its
b'ack covering and disposing of the gold
to collectors and gold buyers in Alaska.
Within a year of his discovery, thousands
of additional acres were officially de-
clared park territory and Anza-Borrego
achieved the stature it holds today. If
Mr. Pegleg's rich mounds were included
within these boundaries, it is unlikely
that he would have risked the penalty
for removing loot from a state park fol-
lowing his initial coup, especially at a
time when the new park was being
publicized.

After discussing Pegleg myths and
facts with Jack Smith, we concluded that
the most tangible satisfaction in the Peg-
leg story is the fun of the search. With
that in mind, we set about proving our
point. Although my own “expert” selec-
tion for the Pegleg gold site lies within
a stretch slightly north of US 80 near
Ocotillo and descends obliquely south-
east toward Yuha Wells, we succumbed
to the late Henry Wilson's expert theory
because of the facility of travel along
newly paved Truckhaven Road.

Thus, equipped with the DESERT
Magazine sand buggy, a variety of pas-
senger cars, metal detectors, television
cameras and other related gear, we set
forth to pit our luck against that of all

other Pegleggers. Like the modern Peg-
leg, we didn’'t go into a grand produc-
tion of setting up camps, packing food,
etcetera. We just decided to play it
straight and hope we'd stumble upon
gold during a single day's outing to
smell the flowers.

After following US 86 south from
Indio, California, through the date
groves and on past Salton Sea resorts,
we at last came upon an unlimited hori-
zon of barren desert broken only by the
bulk of a gas station-restaurant named
Truckhaven. This institution is destined
to play an important part in the literary
future of tales about the old Truckhaven
Road, which takes off to the west of it.
Unfortunately, the historic Truckhaven
Trail is about to become the old Truck-
haven Grail. Now that it is paved, an
eager mind in the highway department

has decided to change its name to some-
thing innocuous like Borrego-Salton Sea
Way.

But the reason the Truckhaven restau-
rant is destined for fame is because the
late Edwin Corle, one of our finest des-
ert writers, immortalized it in Desert
Country as an example of the sort of
place that occurs only in isolated desert
spaces broken by naked streaks of high-
way. As he sped along one of those
naked streaks, the emptiness suddenly
exploded into a sign reading "Grand
Opening Sat. Nite." Now Edwin Corle
was a man of the world. An Easterner
turned Californian who had begun his
career as a motion picture writer, he had
attended a few grand openings in his
day. However, he had never attended
one at the Truckhaven Gas Station-
Restaurant, so he decided to stop over
for the "nite.”

Mounds near Palm Wash are believed by many Pegleg "aunthorities” to be the site of
the black gold discovery.
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