


ma&e 0%de*

Desert Magazine BOOK Shcp
CALIFORNIA MISSION PAINTINGS by Edwin Dea-
kin. Paintings from the 19th century portray
early missions prior to modern restorations. Fine
text gives history of each. Full color reproduc-
tions. $7.50.

"BOBBED" WIRE by Jack Glover. An illustrated
guide to the identification and classification of
barbed wire which helps to date old sites and
relics. Soft cover. $5.00.

MEN TO MATCH MY MOUNTAINS by Irving
Slone. Modern classic that tells the story of the
opening of the Far West from 1840 to 1900.
$6.50.

CALIFORNIA'S UTOPIAN COLONIES by Robert
Hine. Part of the Yale Western Americana series
tells the stories behind the bizarre religious
and political colonies that found a haven in
early California. Paper. $1.45.

CAMPING AND CLIMBING IN BAJA by John
W. Robinson. Guide to the Sierra San Pedro
Martir and Sierra Juarez of upper Baja Cali-
fornia. Paper, $2.95.

OLD-TIMERS OF SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA by
Lester Reed. Recounts episodes of pioneers cov-
ering an area from Owens Lake to Anza-Bor-
rego and from San Bernardino east to Twenty-
nine Palms. Spiral-bound. $5.95.

ARIZONA: GUIDE TO THE GRAND CANYON
STATE. Newly revised and edited by Joseph
Miller. Past and present covered. Highly recom-
mended. 532 pages, illustrations and maps.
$7.95.

AUSTRALIANS AND THE GOLD RUSH by Jay
Monaghan. New facets of both California and
Australia gold rushes neglected by historians.
Brings alive the age of the sale. 317 pages,
$6.50.

CHALLENGE TO SCIENCE, THE UFO ENIGMA by
Jacques and Janine Vallee. Penetrating study
of the "f lying saucer" legend. 267 pages, $5.95.

SAN DIEGO BACK COUNTRY 1901 by Gordon
Stuart. Filled with local color and nostalgia for
high-button shoes and shivarees. 241 pages,
$5.00.

HISTORIC SPOTS IN CALIFORNIA Revised by
William N. Abeloe. Only complete guide to Cali-
fornia landmarks with maps, photos and lively
text covering both historical and modern eras.
639 pages, $10.00.

BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL by Waterman L.
Ormsby, a New York newspaperman who was
the only through passenger on this first west-
bound stage. Western Americana, 177 pages
$4.50. '

THE LIFE OF THE DESERT by Ann and Myron
Sutton. Covers desert creatures, perennial water
problems and how animals and plants survive.
231 pages, $4.95.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK IN BAJA by Erie Stanley
Gardner. About people and places in enchant-
ing Baja California of Mexico. Colored photos
368 pages, $8.95.

HANDBOOK OF CRYSTAL AND MINERAL COL-
LECTING by William Sanborn. Describes environ-
ment typical of collection sites and physical
properties of minerals and crystals. Paper, 81
pages, $2.00.

WHEN ORDERING BOOKS

PLEASE

Add 25 cents PER ORDER
(Not Each Book)

for handling and mailing

California residents add 4 percent
sales tax, regardless of whether you

are a Republican or Democrat.

WILDFLOWERS OF THE GRAND CANYON by John
Stockert. Fine photos and description. Paper,
$1.25.

FIRE OVER YUMA by Peter Odens. Historical
tales and anecdotes from the Lower Colorado
River area. Paper. $1.00.

NEVADA'S TWENTIETH CENTURY MINING BOOM
by Russell Elliott. First detailed work to cover
the promoters and leaders who influenced the
state's second mining boom. 344 pages, $5.95.

LANGUAGES, TERRITORIES AND NAMES OF CALI-
FORNIA INDIAN TRIBES by Robert Heizer. Schol-
arly book contains probably as much about the
California Indian society as we wil l ever know.
62 pages, $4.00.

Clyde Forsythe's Famous . . .

Gold Strike
Series

Four Mining Camp Scenes

All In 4-Color

Each 14"xl7" with white margins
on high quality paper suitable for

framing.

No lettering or folds.

ONLY

$2.50
A SET

Postage & Tax included

A GALLERY OF CALIFORNIA MISSION PAINT-
INGS by Edwin Deakin, edited by Ruth Mahood.
Fine, full color reproductions depicting 21 fa-
mous missions painted in 1870 by Deakin as
they appeared before restoration projects began.
Beautiful book. 58 pages, $7.50.

THE NEVADA ADVENTURE, a History by James
Hulse. Covers era from prehistoric Indians to
ranching, atomic testing and tourism of today.
306 pages, $7.50.

NEVADA'S TURBULENT YESTERDAYS by Don Ash-
baugh. The best book about Nevada's ghost
towns and the rugged individuals who built
them. 346 pages, $7.50.

CALIFORNIA, A Guide to the Golden State.
Edited by Harry Hansen and newly revised, it
contains an encyclopedia of facts from early
days up to the Space Age. Mile by mile de-
scriptions to camping spots and commercial ac-
commodations. Maps. Hardcover, $7.95.

GUIDE TO COINS. Recent U.S. coin prices,
Canadian, Mexican and foreign coins, medals,
tokens and emergency money, Colonial, Terri-
torial, and Civil War coins. Hardcover. $3.50.

1200 BOTTLES PRICED by John C. Tibbitts. Up-
dated edition of one of the best of the bottle
books. $4.00.

REDIGGING THE WEST for old time bottles by
Lynn Blumenstein. Photographs of over 700
bottles with articles that tell the story and a
photograph of each. $4.25.

20TH CENTURY COINS OF MEXICO. Compiled
by Spencer Murray. Photos and other descrip-
tive information relative to date, quantity, and
value. Paper. $1.00.

RELACIONES by Zarate Salmeron. Written by
17th century Franciscan and is only source of
knowledge published for Spanish explorations
into Arizona and New Mexico from 1538 to
1626. 121 pages, $6.00.

A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS by Robert C. Stebbins. A Peterson
Field guide. 207 species, 569 illustrations, 185
in full color, 192 maps. The best book of this
type. Hardcover. $4.95.

HAWAII COOK BOOK. Exotic recipes adapted
to ingredients available anywhere. Color photos.
$1.95.

NATIVE SHRUBS of Southern California by Peter
H. Raven. Well illustrated, some in color, with
interesting text and descriptions of shrubs. Paper.
$1.95.

NAVAJO RUGS, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE by
Gilbert S. Maxwell. Concerns the history, legends
and descriptions of Navajo rugs. Full color
photos. Paper, $2.00.

OLD CALIFORNIA MINES (1899) by Charles Yale.
Reprint from early mining industry records.
Photos show different types of mining, mainly
in Mother Lode country. Text contains statistics
and discussions of early problems $2.00.

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA BYWAYS from Kings
Canyon to the Mexican Border by Russ Leada-
brand. Maps for each trip with photographs,
historical information, recreational facilities,
campsites, hiking trails, etc. Paper, 165 pages,
$1.95.
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The dramatic photograph of Bodie,
California is by E. G. Anderson, of
Burbank, California, who captures
the spirit of the famous former gold
rush town, now preserved as a State
Park. Gold was first discovered in
Mono County in 1852 but it was not
until 10 years later that Bodie be-
came a rip roaring community whose
reputation was summed up in the
slogan "The Bad Men From Bodie."
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WESTERN
CHRISTMAS CAUDS

[You'll thrill to this bright, new collec-1
I tion of western and scenic Christmas I
| cards. In full color, by the west's lead- I

ing artists, they're just great! Our 18th I
I year of happy customers. A postcard I
I TODAY will fetch our 20 page catalog. I

FREE SAMPLE AND CATALOG

BOX 1500. BOULDER. COLORADO 80302.

Just Published

How 88,648
Heavy Smokers
Stopped Smoking
NEW YORK—The Anti-Tobacco Center of
America has just published a booklet which
explains how 88,648 heavy smokers (of whom
many are physicians) have stopped smoking
without straining their will power. This book-
let is available free of charge to smokers. All
you need to do, to obtain it, is to send your
narrte and address to The Anti-Tobacco Cen-
ter of America, Dept. A-63-L, 366 Fifth Ave-
nue, New York 1, New York. This offer is
open while the supply of these booklets lasts.

REPUBLISHED BY
POPULAR DEMAND

Nevada's
Turbulent
Yesterday
By DON ASHBAUGH

Hell Raising Boom Towns
of a Thousand Killings!

Factual in every detail yet as exciting as a
novel, Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday is
tops in its field. For 10 years as Sunday
editor of the Review Journal, the late Don
Ashbaugh collected material for his book.
Now back in print, this excellent book is a
must for arm chair adventures as well as
active explorers. Hard cover, 349 pages, 67
priceless historical photographs. Price: }7.50
plus 25 cents for mailing. Calif, residents
add 30 cents sales tax. Send check or money
order to DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK
SHOP, Palm Desert, Calif. 92260. Please
include your zip code.

DIRECTORY OF SOUTHERN
NEVADA PLACE NAMES
By Walter R. Averett

With special attention given to obscure
or forgotten names, this book contains
1300 entries covering all of Clark County,
over half of Lincoln County, part of Nye
County and a few adjacent places in Ari-
zona and California. It includes topo-
graphic features, such as Bootleg Canyon,
west of Boulder City where there was
once a moonshine still; springs, such as
Bootleg Spring located dangerously close
to Mormon Well; towns, such as the all-
but-lost ghost of Johnnie; political sub-
divisions and mining districts past, pre-
sent, remembered and forgotten. The ori-
gin of the name is given as well as his-
torical data and exact location. There are
some names that will even stump old-
timers. Here are a few samples—Purga-
tory Hole, Rappelje, Smiley's Spur, Pikes
Diggings and Angle City. This book is a
real sleeper for collectors of Western
Americana. Edition limited to 300 copies.
Hardcover, 114 pages, $5.00.

WATER WITCHING
By Earl Shannon

This reviewer has read a lot about
water witching and this paperback book
is exceptionally good. Its author ap-
proaches the subject of dowsing for water
and mineral as scientifically as it is pos-
sible to approach a subject of mystery. He
discounts the "nut" theories relative to
"witching" for lost persons, objects, and
so forth, as well as the mystics and their
gimmicks. He doesn't make any claims,
only details his own experiments which
have covered a period of 30 years and
many parts of the U.S. He has graphed
his results and made deep studies into
geology in an effort to understand why
"witching" works, as his results satisfy
him that it does. He believes it is minerals
carried and deposited by water along
underground courses that produces the
reaction which indicates the presence of
water, rather that the water itself, because
"dead" water (water buried in containers
for experimental purposes) does not pro-
duce a reaction. The writing style is in-
formal and the book is entertaining to
read, whether or not you accept water
witching as an art. 132 pages, $2.75.

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 4 % sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

MOHAVE DESERT RAMBLINGS
By Sewell "Pop" Lofinck

The author is well-known as a pros-
pector and long time resident of the area
now covered by the U.S. Ordnance Test
Station on the Mojave desert, for which
he once served as a guard in an isolated
area of the north range. Later he was
transferred into the Public Information
office to write a weekly column for the
Station's newspaper. It is these columns,
filled with "Pop-isms" about the desert,
nature, solitude, wildlife, prospecting and
people, that were collected by the Matur-
ango Museum at China Lake, California,
and put into book form. There are chap-
ters on how to salt a mine, find purple
bottles, plant cacti, survive in the arid
desert, and interpret petroglyphs. It is
an interesting book, written in the folksy
style of a beloved desert character. Paper-
back, illustrated with photos, 160 pages,
$3.25.

A GUIDE TO WESTERN
GHOST TOWNS
By Lambert Florin

If you already own any or all of Lam-
bert Florin's marvelous hardcover ghost
town series, you will definitely want this
guide which includes maps and mileages.
If you haven't the hard cover books, you
will want this anyway to enjoy the out-
standing photographs taken by the
author and to learn of ghost towns and
mining camps in 15 western states, includ-
ing British Columbia and Alaska. Main
attractions in each town are mentioned,
along with information about what lies
at the end of side roads, but for historical
background and colorful incidents relative
to the towns and their former lively occu-
pants, you are referred to the hard cover
ghost town series which covers all of the
sites which are included in this guide.

The book is large format, cardboard
cover, 96 pages, $2.25.
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ANZA AND THE NORTHWEST
FRONTIER OF NEW SPAIN

By Bowman and Heizer

The identification of Anza's remains,
after they were located in their burial
place at Arizpe, Arizona in 1963, wound
up the long and fascinating story of
Anza's adventures and exploration in the
Southwest. Along with Junipero Serra,
founding missionary, and Miguel Cos-
tanso, engineer and explorer, Juan Bau-
tista de Anza set a cornerstone in the his-
tory and development of California. Of
the first two, much is known, but the
adventures of Anza have been shrouded
in myth.

Anza was a true trailblazer, a visionary
and a doer. The authors of this book seem
to prove, however, that Anza is not pro-
perly considered the founder of San Fran-
cisco. He did select the general location
of the presidio on San Francisco Bay, but
not the site itself. This is based upon the
differences between the suggested site
described in Anza's diary and the one
where later it was actually located. Other
generally accepted facts about Anza and
city of San Francisco are also exploded in
this fascinating book. Illustrated with
photographs. Hardcover, 179 pages, $8.75

NO MORE THAN FIVE IN A BED
By Sandra Dallas

This intriguing title arose from a cus-
tom of the raw frontier when Western
hotels that catered to miners rented beds
for eight-hour shifts. A sleeping guest
might be clawed by a bedmate's spurs
and chewed up by bedbugs, but he was
always comforted with the landlord's
posted promise that there would be "No
More Than Five in a Bed."

Other famed early Colorado hotels
were both lavish and lascivious. Oysters,
champagne, wild game and crusty French
bread made sophisticated voyagers from
Eastern cities feel right at home and al-
though the menu might read "tabble
Dote" followed by a cup of "demy tass,"
the fare and decor were as opulently Vic-
torian and, sometimes, as proper as that
of Boston.

With a theme built around the famous
hotels of Colorado's early mining days,
the author has put together a book filled
with robust humor and atmosphere. In-
cluded are a number of lively tales re-
and worthwhile historically, this is also
counting such incidents. Well-researched
a fun book to read and would make a
fine gift. Hardcover, many illustrations,
208 pages, $5.95.

A true story of adventure, illustrated
with over 300 photographs
and five pages in color . . .

OFF THE
BEATEN
TRACK
IN BAJA

DFFTHB
BEATS'1
TRACK

BAJA
7

ERLE STANLEY
GARDNER

When Choral Pepper, Editor of DESERT MAGAZINE, joined the
latest Erie Stanley Gardner expedition into Baja California, she little
realized she would be flying in helicopters over literally unexplored
country. Nor did she realize that readers would demand far more
material on the expedition than she could possibly crowd into five
instalments in the magazine. Here is a book that is a detailed account
of these modern-day adventures—the story of the first helicopter ever
to be seen in Santa Rosalia, in Mulege, in San Ignacio . . . the story
of exploring hidden canyons where no human has set foot to ground
in modern times. $8.95

Other books of adventure by Erie Stanley Gardner:

HUNTING LOST MINES BY HELICOPTER $7.50
THE WORLD OF WATER $5.00
THE DESERT IS YOURS $7.50
THE HIDDEN HEART OF BAJA $7.50
HOVERING OVER BAJA $6.00
HUNTING THE DESERT WHALE $6.00
NEIGHBORHOOD FRONTIERS $6.00

At bookstores everywhere

WILLIAM MORROW AND COMPANY J
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BEWARE
the
Conenosed
Bloodsucker

by Sylvia Kircher

ISERABLY sick to his
stomach "George Gray"
lurched from his bed and
gasped, "I feel awful."
Then he complained of
itching all over, even the

soles of his feet and palms of his hands.
A nettle-like rash spread over his body
and a few minutes later, weak and de-
pressed, his skin clammy, and his pulse
quickened, he was assisted back into bed
by his wife. Then she called the doctor.

By the time the doctor had arrived
there were localized swellings in the
glands of George Gray's neck and groin
and on the back of his left thigh were
several round, red, painful inflamma-
tions about two inches in diameter, each
with a hard, whitish welt in its center.
The doctor, recognizing them as insect
bites, was able to determine almost im-
mediately that George's "illness" was a
severe allergic reaction to the insect
venom.

As he administered medication, the
doctor recalled a similiar case. Quickly
he removed blankets, sheets and pillow
covers from the bed and methodically
inspected them. Finding nothing, he
then yanked back the mattress from the
box spring. In the middle was a black
bug about three-fourths inches long with
a protruding, cone-shaped snout and a
body that looked as if someone had
pinched it flat in the middle. "That,"
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said the doctor, "is what I was looking
for. And it's filled with your blood,
George."

The insect is variously called the Kiss-
ing Bug, the Assassin Bug, the Bellow
Bug, or entomologists call it Triatoma
protracta. In a few cases (about 5%)
where someone is known to be extremely
hypersensitive to insect venom, the bite
of this insect may lead to anaphylactic
shock, and unconsciousness. Hospitaliza-
tion is then required. More usually, how-
ever, a bite, or several, will cause intense
itching, some pain, and extensive swell-
ing, sometimes as much as a foot in di-
ameter, around the area of the puncture
wound. Discomfort may last for several
weeks. So subtly does the Conenose pene-
trate the skin that, frequently, sleeping
victims are not even aware of having been
bitten until the following morinng. Then,
not being familiar with our noxious
friend, they blame the bite on just about
anything else that's handy, including
cpiders.

Though a bad bed companion, the
Conenose is not a Bed Bug. True Bed
Bugs (Cimimidae) feed entirely on
warmblooded animals such as man, birds,
and bats, whereas Conenoses—to give
them a modicum of credit—feed on man
only if necessary. They much prefer to

stick their stylets into other insects, ro-
dents or even chickens.

A member of an interesting family, the
Reduviidae, which includes the Corsairs
(another mean biting, but handsome,
black and amber fellow), the Bee Assas-
sins, and the beneficial Giant Wheel
Bugs, the Western Conenosed Blood-
suckers are found from California east
into Utah, and south into Arizona and
Mexico. They are particularly active in
May and June, continuing their activity
throughout the summer until October or
later, depending on the weather. They
are parasites on Wood Rats, which may
be a boon to city folks who don't have the
wood rat's bulky, stick houses in their
back yards, but a pesky nuisance to peo-
ple living in foothill or country locations
who might. Wood Rat nests should be
eliminated, if possible, from the vicinity
near wherever Conenosed Bloodsuckers
are known to have inflicted their painful
bites on an unsuspecting victim.

During the day these pests hide out-
doors under rocks and debris or else in-
doors in bedding, draperies or rugs. At
night they can sometimes be seen crawl-
ing over walls, floors or ceilings. If you
live in an area that Conenoses are known
to inhabit, it would be a good idea to
have all doors in your house weather-

stripped, and be sure all windows have
tight fitting screens. At night, check
your bedding thoroughly before crawling
in. This is particularly important with
small children.

Recommended first aid treatment for
the Bloodsucker's bite is an application of
hot Epsom salts over the puncture point as
soon as possible. If any symptoms of acute
distress or shock are evidenced, put the
victim to bed immediately, keep him
warm, and call a doctor.

Let me make it absolutely clear at this
point that the Southwest is not seething
with hosts of Conenose Bloodsuckers in-
tent on your blood. They are, more realis-
tically, only a noxious minority group
among the many thousands of insects
which are entirely beneficial and harm-
less. You may never encounter one. But
you should be familiar with them, just as
you should be familiar with, and hence
try to avoid, all injurious insects as well
as other injurious arthropods such as
ticks, scorpions and Black Widow spiders.

But don't condemn all of them because
of the obnoxious habits of a few. Learn to
differentiate between the injurious and
non-injurious and, whenever possible, try
to observe the others with interest and
curiosity. After all, who can take issue
with a Ladybird beetle or a butterfly? •

it's HYDRAULIC
i

it RAISES

The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the
camper top can be safely operated even by a small
child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top is
lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve. Drive
safely at any speed with minimum drag and sway.
Sit or recline on comfortable couches while travel-
ing with top down. Alaskan camper top raises in sec-

onds. Enjoy
roomy walk-
in l iving quarters, weather t ight , high cei l ing, " h o m e
away f rom home, " complete wi th three-burner stove,
sink, cabinets, ice box, beds and many other luxury
features.

6 FACTORIES TO SERVE YOU

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.

R. D. HALL MFG., INC., 9847 Glenoaks Blvd., Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley) California 91352. Dept. D.

ALASKAN CAMPERS NORTHWEST, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle Wash. 98168, Dept. D.

ALASKAN CAMPER SALES, INC., (S.F.-Sacramento area) Intersection of Interstate Highway 80 and State 21.
Route 1, Box 332, Sulsun City, California 94585, Dept. D.

PENNECAMP, INC., 401 W. End Avc., Manhelm, Penna., 17545, Dept. 4.

R. D. HALL MFG., INC., Texas Division. 5671 Cullen Blvd., Houston Texas 77021, Dept. D.

FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, INC., 1100 Denver Aw., Fort Lupton, Colorado 80621, Dept. D.
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A cool escape for desert dwellers

Little Denmark, U. S. A.
by Jack Delaney

OLVANG, CALIFORNIA is
the "eatin'est" town in
the West! Any hour of
the day you'll see crowds
of eager eaters in the
bakery-coffee shops that

dominate the business district. Day-long
coffee breaks are in vogue here, and
these usually end with a carton of goodies
under the arm of the pastry patron, for
later enjoyment. At mealtimes, the ecsta-
tic smacking of lips during the dessert
course is a sight to see—or to hear! After
all, authentic Danish pastry is just about
the ultimate in taste treats.

Strangely, the continuous intake of deli-
cious, rich pastries as a daily routine here
appears to present no serious weight
problem for the residents. From my de-
tailed observation of the local gals, in
their colorful Danish garb, I can truth-
fully report that they are trim and shapely.
The local men are—sorry, I was too busy
taking inventory on the beautiful gals to
check on the local men!

Solvang, an accurate small-scale fac-
simile of a fascinating Old World city,
is about 45 miles north of Santa Barbara,
in the Santa Ynez Valley. For a pleasant
interlude, drive along the freeway (U.S.
101) to the vicinity of Buellton, then
east on Highway 246 a couple of miles to
this Danish-American town of 2000
happy people. It is one of the leading
tourist attractions in Southern California,
playing host to 250,000 visitors each year,
many of whom are repeaters.

Whether your visit is a return or a first
time occasion, it is sugested that you con-
sider the weekend beginning Friday, Sep-
tember 15. It will be during these three
days that Solvang will present a fairyland
of music, color, and gaiety, matched only
by Old World festivals of bygone years.
This is the weekend of the Annual Dan-
ish Days Celebration. It would be well,
however, to arrange reservations in ad-
vance, if you plan to stay in Solvang or
the general vicinity.

An unforgettable event will be offered
Saturday and Sunday mornings—aeble-
skiver breakfasts prepared and served
along the main street (Copenhagen
Drive), under the shadow of a Danish
windmill. Aebleskiver are pancake-like
balls, cooked in heavy cast iron skillets
containing round depressions for shaping
the delicious morsels. During the cele-
bration, volunteer bakers will attract large
audiences by their display of proficiency
as they deftly turn the little sphere with
knitting needles.

In case you have never visited this pic-
turesque village, it should be pointed out
that it is well equipped with modern
motels, restaurants, bakeries, and gift
shops. "Quaint" is the word most often
used to describe Solvang. Its windmills,
homes, stores and customs carry an
authentic Danish theme. This is a town of
flags—everywhere you'll see the Ameri-
can and Danish flags flying side by side.
The Danish flag, the Dannebrog, is the
oldest flag in the world. It came into
being in the year 1219-

An unique custom in Denmark is the
display of various insignia, or emblems,
at the entrances to shops as an indication
of the products they offer. For instance, a
bakery displays a Danish kringle (a form
of pastry), while a shoe store is identified
by a boot hanging over the sidewalk. This
practice is followed, to some extent, in
Solvang. Another indication of Danish
background is the artificial storks grac-
ing the roof lines of some of the build-
ings. The people of their Old World
counterpart believe that a stork on the
roof brings good luck—so long as it
stays on the roof!

Should you have any questions per-
taining to Solvang or its accommodations,
just look up King Merrill, editor of the
Santa Ynez Valley News and of the in-
formative magazine, In The Beautiful
Santa Ynez Valley. The business office
of the newspaper is located on the town's

main street, so it is easy to find. You'll
enjoy meeting Mr. Merrill and will find
that he is a very helpful and pleasant
person with whom to spend a few minutes
and from whom to gain a bit of know-
ledge about the beautiful Santa Ynez
Valley.

Many California towns started from
scratch and just "growed." Solvang has
been a planned community from the be-
ginning. It was founded in 1911 by
three members of a group of Danish edu-
cators. Their purpose was the establish-
ing of a community where the arts and
customs of their homeland could be re-
created. Also, it was their desire to
build a folk school for the western Danes.
Solvang was born on 9000 acres of the
old Spanish land grant known as Rancho
San Carlos de ]onata.

Atterdag College was opened in 1914
and its educational program was patterned
after the Danish Grand View College in
Iowa. The theory of education was to
instill a philosophy in our young people
to create wholesome, productive lives,
rather than lives geared toward accumu-
lating wealth. There were no textbooks,
no examinations, and no degrees. History
was the main subject, as it points out
where we have failed and helps us to
learn from these failures. Atterdag Col-
lege operated full time until 1937, and
as a summer school until 1951.

This Danish folk school ceased to
operate because of the compulsory educa-
tion laws of the State of California, with
which some of the school's policies were
in conflict. Evidently, the concept of
teaching young people how to be down-
to-earth, hard-working, useful citizens
was not enough. An effort should have
been made to teach them to be thinkers,
ready and willing to solve the problems of
the world—provided they can borrow
their parents' cars. At any rate, good
old Atterdag is no longer serving as an
educational institution. The building is
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now a part of the Solvang Lutheran
Home.

Near the center of town is Old Mis-
sion Santa Ines (Ities is the Spanish
spelling retained by the church) which
was founded in 1804. It was the 19th
in the chain of 21 California Missions,
and is known as The Hidden Gem of
the Missions. Tours are conducted daily
through the magnificent museum, Chapel
of the Madonnas, the Church with ori-
ginal hand-painted murals, and the lovely
gardens. An estimated 100,000 people
visit the Mission each year. It has sur-
vived trouble, turbulence, secularization,
and earthquake these many years. Today,
it stands as a fine example of restored
early California architecture and atmos-
phere.

The proverbial Little Red Schoolhouse
can be seen in the town of Ballard, a
few miles from Solvang. It is a one-room
school built in 1883 that has been in
continuous use as an educational center
ever since. This is truly a Valley his-
toric gem. It can be reached by driving
east on Mission Drive (Route 246) a
short distance and turning left on Alamo
Pintado Road to Ballard. A right turn on
Baseline Avenue, then a left turn on
Cottonwood Street brings you to the
school.

Originally, the Little Red Schoolhouse
handled all grades in one room and the
children did their own janitorial work.
At least, the girls swept and dusted the
schoolroom each week (there is no rec-
ord of what the boys did). At present, it
has an enrollment of about 18 children
in grades one through four, and they are
examples of leadership in achievement.
Their Drum and Bugle Corps is a top
prize-winning musical marching unit!
Winner of the grand prize in the Wes-
tern Band Festival in Santa Barbara, it
was awarded a resolution from the Cali-
fornia State Senate commending the corps
for its musical and marching ability.

This one side trip is worthwhile, even
though it may be the only one you will
want to take with so many reasons for
returning to the scene of activity. After
an aebleskive breakfast and a couple of
pastry breaks, try one of Solvang's famous
open-faced sandwiches for lunch. At din-
nertime, be sure to order something dif-
ferent, with a name that is difficult to
pronounce. Just point to the item on the
menu—the waitress will smile knowingly.
Even though every day is a Danish Day in
Solvang, the friendly residents send you
this message: Velkommmen til 1967
Danske Dage! •

ws OLIVOS

Little red schoolhouse at Ballard.

SOLVANG
"WiNISH WVrt"

Map of Little Denmark, U.S.A

Above: Old Mission San lues. Below: Solvang street scene.
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Dr. Osborne, international authority on advanced electronics who

pursues treasure hunting as a hobby, prepared the following

article at the request of DESERT Magazine for the vast number

of readers who write to this office in quest of reliable information

about metal detectors from an objective source.

by W. E. Osborne

TREASURE FINDERS

LECTRONIC METAL loca-
tors are tricky animals.
The very best one de-
signed is no better than
the skill of its operator,
a n d many purchasers

(and builders) of high-quality instru-
ments have obtained poor results
through no fault of the device itself. For
the peak performance which I am sure
most users desire, a top-grade locator de-
mands operating ability which only seri-
ous practice and some study can acquire.

The three detectors above are all different beat-frequency types, built by the writer
over the last 10 years. All have built-in battery chargers, car or line. Similar detectors
are manufactured commercially. The writer's experimental infrared mine detector is
held like a drill gun. Meter variations indicate actual shape of buried object, but

not composition.

If the purchase of a good instrument is
accompanied by a resolution to daily
achieve better results through such study
and practice—instead of placing the in-
strument in the same category as a new
spade or fishing pole—then, and only
then, can it become a real "treasure-
finder."

My first unit was built in 1927, with
the search coil wound around the wood-
en rim of a bicycle wheel. I used a
straight transmitter circuit, single tube
(battery drain 0.25 amps!), which by
today's standards is very insensitive, and
mainly used for pipe-finding. Over the
ensuing 40 years my design assignments
in this field have included military mine
detectors for the U.S., British and Austra-
lian Forces, magnetometers for submarine
detection, and nuclear detection devices.
Some non-technical comments on current
metal locator types may therefore be of
interest to those DESERT readers who,
like myself, have an urge to seek gold
whenever circumstances will permit.

The transmitter-receiver (TR) prin-
ciple is one of the two most popular types
of locator. Two loop antennae (trans-
mitter and receiver) are usually mounted
at each end of a carrying pole, at right
angles to each other, to minimize direct
pickup between the two. The transmitter
coil (frequency about 70-100 Khz) is at
the rear and is mounted vertically for
maximum penetration, and when its
radiated field is interrupted by metal, a
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The author's "buried object locator",
mounted on tripod for test purposes, and
looking at M-19 anti-tank mine (plastic).

reflection and distortion takes place which
is received by the other coil, and converted
to an audible change of pitch. The limit-
ing factor on range with the TR type
is the amount of direct (undistorted)
radiation from T to R loop, and this
blankets the tiny reflected signal from
buried metal at longer range. Complex
phase cancellation circuitry will improve
this by up to a 10/1 ratio, and I have
been obliged to incorporate this on very
large military units. The extra expense,
size, and weight involved, however, would
limit its commercial use, even if FAA
regulations on transmitter output were
not violated by the extra power and range
that becomes temptingly possible. I know
of only one small (hand-carried) military
mine detector of the TR type, and while
the range was equal to that of several
others, it was poorly regarded for reasons
of size, weight, and awkwardness. I
would, therefore, personally place the TR
type second to the beat-frequency (BF)
series, even though excellent results are
possible. See the comparison table (be-
low) of ranges.

The range of a BF locator can equal
and may exceed that of a TR type, but
only with extremely careful design. Op-
eration is more critical, as fine tuning
down to a one-cycle beat is required for
top sensitivity. Frequency should be
around 100 Khz. The transmitter can be

much the same as in the TR, but there is
no receiver. A second signal (at the same
frequency) is provided by a shielded and
crystal-controlled oscillator. Both sig-
nals are fed to a special "mixer" trans-
istor. Metal in the field of the transmitter
loop (the search coil), changes this one
frequency, and the mixer output, normally
zero, then produces a "beat" which is the
difference between the two signals. The
whole unit can be smaller, lighter, and
draw less battery power than a TR. For
this reason I prefer and use it. Recharge-
able batteries, with a sub-miniature char-
ger built in, are also a feature of my own
instrument. Recharging is done by either
automobile or house current.

Infrared mine detectors are a recent
development. No search coil is used, as
the instrument is basically a passive infra-
red receiver. The detector in less expen-
sive models is an uncooled cell of lead
selenide or indium antimonide. Better
units use an uncooled immersed bolo-
meter. As any buried object will possess
different infrared characteristics to those
of the surrounding earth, it is revealed
as a reflected pattern on the surface. Un-
fortunately, rocks, wood, and even paper
are included. However, as the shape of
the buried object can be read by an ex-
perienced operator, much needless dig-
ging is avoided. No commercial models
are yet available. Size and weight are ex-
tremely small.

Magnetometers are a wonderful aid in
locating either metal or oil. The older
types, with a depth range of about 500
feet on a submarine, have since been
greatly improved. The two basic types
are the flux-gate, and total-field (nu-
clear precession). The former cancels
out the earth's magnetic field (to zero),
and measures any unbalance created by
submerged or buried objects such as metal
or oil. The latter starts with the total
fields, and adds or subtracts for the ob-
jects. Vehicle-mounting is usually neces-
sary, and costs several thousand dollars.

A number of other principles are used
in locator design, but space prohibits dis-
cussion here. They include conductivity
measurement of the earth; pulsed ("ra-
dar") types which are long-range, meet
FAA rules, but which also require a
vehicle; and a balanced 3-coil magnetic
bridge as used in many World War II
mine detectors.

A final word. When buying an instru-
ment, it is safer to follow the axiom that,
"You get what you pay for." An elec-
tronic metal detector can then be a won-
derful investment, if you follow the
advice in the first paragraph. Good
hunting! •

FROM

GOLDAK

RICHES!
with the All New

COMMANDER' 720

\ \

Treasure Locator!
The 'Commander' 720
unsurpassed for locating
buried treasure, coins, Civil
War relics and for beach-
combing, features the
"Tell-Tone" Signal. Locates
any metal object under dirt,
sand, mud, rock, etc. No
cumbersome cords —
completely transistorized,
battery powered.

EFFECTIVE DEPTH RANGE
(Under Normal Conditions)

3" Bullet

7" Penny

8-12" Silver

Dollar

18" Pistol

24" Jar of
Coins

30" Kettle

36" Placer Gold
Deposit

48" . . . Metal Chest

60" Large Metallic
Object

THE GOLDAK COMPANY, INC.
1544 West Glenoaks Blvd.,
Glendale, California 91201

Gentlemen: Please send free literature on Goldak
treasure locators.
n I enclose $1.00 for my American Treasure

Hunters' Guide (reg. $2.00 value).

Name

L

Address

City

State _ Zip Code
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Trapped in Tar
by Ben Traywick

OME of the most fierce
and frightful creatures
ever created on this
earth sleep entombed in
pits of tar within the
city of Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia. Here is the cemetery of the horri-
ble Thunder Beast, the great cats, gigantic
mammoths, huge bears, and the fierce,
terrible dragons of ancient lands and seas.

The name "fossil" has been given to
all organic bodies, animal or vegetable,
buried naturally in terrestrial strata and
more or less pertified. The earth has not
always presented the calm aspect of sta-
bility which it now exhibits. It has had its
convulsions and its physical revolutions.
A thousand causes, aqueous, igneous, and
atmospheric, are continually at work modi-
fying the external form of the earth by
destroying and rebuilding. However, man
would have to live for several million
years in order to be able to understand
the tremendous changes that occur.

Entire mountains ranges have been
formed by upheavals within the earth
only, over a long period of geological
time, to be worn down and washed into
the seas again. And to the opposite, ocean
beds have lain beneath the water for
millions of years only to have at last been
thrust up several hundreds of feet. Such
actions as these formed the asphalt beds
of La Brea, which are actually part of a
sedimentary series consisting of sands,
clays, gravel and angular rubble with a
depth area of 40 to 190 feet. Beneath
these deposits are the older formations of
marine shales and sandstones with inter-
bedded oil sands. It is from these that the
tar comes.

In 1769, Gaspar de Portola was the
first to record seeing the "tar pits of La
Brea." Three years later, Jose Longinos
Martinez reported a lake of pitch in
which bubbles formed and burst contin-
ually. Animals would step into it, then
were unable to escape because their feet
were held fast; finally they would sink
below the surface. Even in that early
year he remarked on the presence of huge
bones that appeared to be petrified in
the tar.

In 1844 Duflot De Mofras, during his
explorations of Oregon and California,
recorded the presence of "the pits of as-
phaltum." He remarked that the pits
reached the surface in small pools of
mineral water which was imbibed by ani-
mals and birds. At a glance, the tar pit
appeared to be a pool of water, a decep-
tion which entrapped many creatures.

No one recognized the importance of
the fossil bones in the tar pits until W. W.
Orcutt visited them in 1905. He dug a
sabre-tooth cat skull and portions of the
skeleton of a huge ground sloth. Dr. John
C. Merriam (University of California)
examined the bones and strongly recom-
mended that further excavating be con-
ducted. Allan Hancock, who owned
Rancho La Brea on which the tar pits
were located, granted exclusive excavation
privileges to the county of Los Angeles in
1913. The county museum conducted the
excavation and now has the fossils on
display.

Later Hancock gave the 23 acres en-
closing the fossil tar beds to Los Angeles
county for a public park, called Hancock
Park. Over the years, trees, shrubs, and
plants of the types that grew in Califor-
nia during the Ice Age have been planted

and an observation pit has been con-
structed so visitors can see the skulls and
bones just as they were trapped and sub-
sequently entombed in Pleistocene time.

In one mass of tar, comprising less
than 4 cubic yards, Dr. Merriam found
more than 50 skulls of the dire wolf, 30
skulls of the sabre-tooth cat, and numer-
ous remains of horse, sloth, bison, coyote
and bird. Remains found in the tar pits
have changed little from the original
state.

Portions of the skull and skeleton of a
woman were found at a depth of 6 to 9
feet. All the bones were definitely from
one individual and clearly resembled the
aboriginal people who had inhabited
Southern California and the Channel Is-
lands prior to the arrival of the white
man. At a level of 8 to 18 feet, the
wooden bunt foreshaft for an atlatl dart
and 3 broken atlatl dart foreshafts were
uncovered, an indication that an atlatl-
using people once inhabited the La Brea
area when animals, that are now extinct,
roamed California.

It is believed that the climate in Plei-
stocene years was very nearly the same as
it is today and the surrounding terrain
was rolling with a semi-arid type of
vegetation. This environment caused the
area to abound with bison, horse, ele-
phant, mammoth, sloth, antelope, and
camel. The most prevalent forms of life
uncovered at La Breat were those of pred-
atory animals. Obviously this was a dir-
ect result of the effective lure offered by
the victims trapped in the tar, bringing
the flesh eating animals directly to the
pool.

Apparently the tar trap and its vicinity
was an excellent feeding ground for the
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dire wolf and the sabre-tooth cat. This is
reflected by the extraordinary numbers
of wolf and cat remains buried in the tar.

Extinct forms of mammals actually rep-
resent the greatest portion of skeletal re-
mains taken from the tar pit. In the dog
family, the dire wolf outnumbers the
coyote and the gray wolf. In the cat fam-
ily, the sabre-tooth and the great cat or
lion-like feline exceeds the puma and
lynx. Among the bears, the short faced
bear is twice as abundant as the black or
grizzly bear.

The short faced bear possessed a shor-
tened face, as the name implies, and
crowded cheek-teeth. The principal cut-
ting teeth are more like those of a dog
than those of a bear, thereby indicating
that this bear was more carnivorous than
true bears. Approximately the size of the
Alaskan Kodiak bear of today, they are
believed to have been the largest flesh
eating mammal occurring at La Brea.

Though about the size of today's Afri-
can lion, the sabre-tooth cat's front limbs
were strong and powerful while its hind
limbs were relatively light. The short or
bobbed tail was similar to that of the
bob-cat or lynx. A true cat possesses 30
teeth, but the sabre-tooth had only 26.
In the cheek-tooth region, the principal
cutting teeth were fitted for a slashing
action. Its upper canines were great
dagger-like teeth, elongated in a long cur-
vature and flattened transversely. These
sabre-teeth were not biting organs, but
stabbing daggers. In attacking large
prey the huge cat sought a vulnerable
spot on the neck, dug its claws in deep
by using the strong front limbs and then
stabbed repeatedly with the long, upper
canines, inflicting deep jagged wounds.
To accomplish this the lower jaw swung
downward giving a huge gape to the
mouth, then the powerful head and neck
muscles gave vicious thrusts to the long
teeth.

Skeletons of the great cat, one of the
true cats, were found in the pit. It was
one fourth again as large as any cat living
today. Although it is generally referred
to as a lion it has on occasion been called
a gigantic jaguar. This monster cat was
the most formidable predatory animal at
La Brea.

Bison were even more numerous than
horses in the Pleistocene years of La Brea
and it appears that these extinct animals
fell easy victims to the tar pit. Consider-
ably larger than the modern buffalo,
they measured more than seven feet tall
at the hump.

Mammoths were considerably larger

than their cousins, the mastodon and the
elephant. Skeletons have been found
that measured 16 feet from the shoulder.
The ivory tusks were curved with a spiral
turn outwards, up to 15 feet in length,
and fitted into the upper jaw. A massive
skull furnished an attachment area for
the muscles and tendons necessary to
manipulate the trunk and support the
long, heavy tusks.

Though the grazing ground sloth was
smaller than the mastodon it possessed
considerable bulk and weight. Its muzzle
was blunt, the jaws armed with lobate
grinding teeth. The reconstructed skele-
ton shows this creature was massive, with
the anterior limbs much longer than the
posterior, the articulation of the foot
oblique to the leg; great, short toes armed
with powerful claws, and the beast un-
doubtedly possessed a tremendous crush-
ing strength. This strength and claws
helped the sloth evade its natural enemies,
the great cats and packs of the dire wolf.
Its teeth indicate a died of vegetable
foods, leaves and small twigs.

Because of the fragile physical make-
up of birds, it is exremely rare that
fossilized remains are found in condition

to study in detail. However, this is not
true of the La Brea tar pit because of the
rapid entombment and preserving powers
of the tar. As many as 126 different
kinds of birds were recovered, some with
skeletal remains so well preserved they
were reassembled and mounted for dis-
play. One of the most unusual was an
extinct condor-like vulture. This huge
bird stood approximately two-and-one-
half-feet tall, had a wing span of over
12 feet and, when alive, probably weigh-
ed over 50 pounds.

Because of the discovery of fossil rec-
ords, such as those in the La Brea tar
pit, traces of a past infinitely longer
than man had hitherto suspected have
been studied. Some have no clear rela-
tionship to living things, nor living
things a clear relationship to them, but
as strange, terrible, and incredible as
they may seem, they are but what life
has produced on its way to its present
state. Generation by generation over
countless millions of years, it has chang-
ed from the wonder it was to the wonder
it is. There has been no creation since
the beginning of life; life has evolved
continually, eternally. •

BIG '»«•
_ CATALOG
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By reader request DESERT Magazine will reprint a series of
articles written by the dean of lost mine yarns, John Mitchell,

which appeared originally in 1940 and 1941.

by John Mitchell
IEUTENANT W. H. Em-
ory, in his Notes of a
Military Reconnaissance
from Fort Leavenworth
Kansas to San Diego in
California, published in

1848, states: "The Prieto (Black) river
flows down from the mountains freight-
ed with gold. Its sands are said to be
full of the precious metal. A few ad-
venturers who ascended the river hunting
beaver washed the sands at night when
they halted and were richly rewarded.
Tempted by their success, they made a
second trip and were attacked and most of
them killed by the Indians. My authority
for this statement is Landreau, who,
though an illiterate man, is truthful."

Adams and Landreau headed south
after the massacre and were picked up in
an exhausted condition by a scouting party
from the Army of the West, near the
headwaters of the Gila river. After the
lapse of 20 years Adams returned to the
Apache country and tried to relocate the
ruins of the log cabin and the corral that
he and his former partners had construct-
ed near the rich diggings. The object of
the search was about $60,000 worth of
gold dust left buried under the cabin
floor and the narrow gulch from which
the gold had been washed.

CITY

Adams organized several expeditions
to search for his old workings and was
well known around Fort Wingate, New
Mexico, where he purchased provisions
and equipment for his many trips into the
wild country to the southwest of the fort.

As nearly as can be ascertained the
place where Adams and Landreau were
rescued was about 25 miles northwest of
Silver City, New Mexico. It was to this
place that Adams came in later years, and
he was often seen in that region.

The fact that the two men had traveled
south after the massacre would indicate
that the rich deposits were located near the
headwaters of the Black river, but Adams
had only a hazy recollection of the days
when he and his companion wandered,
exhausted and fearful of the Indians,
from the scene of the attack.

Adams died at the age of 93 without
relocating the gold. The search has con-
tinued to this day and more than one
man has lost his life on the trail in quest
of the lost diggings.

If the story is true, the buckskin pokes,
heavy with $60,000 in gold, still rot be-
neath the ashes of the old cabin floor. No
doubt the place is now overgrown with
vegetation, and only by mere accident
will the treasure be recovered. •
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When It's Hot go where it's not
by Jack Delaney

Where spring comes in the summer,

And summer comes in the jail;

Where jail comes in the winter,

And winter comes not at all!

HIS POEM, author un-
known, was used in the
masthead of the Carls-
bad Journal, and its fore-
runner the C a r l s b a d
Champion, for m a n y

years and was responsible for people
showing up in droves. Whether they were
lovers of poetry, lovers of cool ocean
breezes, or just plain lovers is beside the
point. It was the friendly atmosphere and
pleasant tempo of life they found here
that appealed to them.

During the sizzling summer, or any
other time of the year, should you feel
the urge to substitute surf and sand for
the smoke and smog of your churning city,
or roaring seas for the roasting sun of
your favorite desert area, why not try this
resort community with the mixed-up sea-
sons? Carlsbad, California, a few miles
south of Oceanside, is 35 miles north
of San Diego and about midway between
Los Angeles and Tijuana, Mexico.

It is one of the few cities along the

Pacific Coast that was settled by non-
Latin races. This is stated neither as a
good nor as a bad point, but simply as a
fact. There was no Catholic church here
until late 1926, according to Father
William O'Dwyer of St Patrick's Catho-
lic Church. When Father Juan Crespi
surveyed the adjacent San Luis Rey area

in 1769, while searching for mission
locations, and Father Junipero Serra
studied the region about 30 miles to the
north in 1776, they traveled along El
Camino Real, which is some distance east
of the site of present-day Carlsbad.

As a result of their travels, missions
were eventually established at Oceanside

Above: Hanseatic House and gazebo over
original mineral well of old Karlsbad.
Below: Bird sanctuary at Buena Vista

Lagoon.

(San Luis Rey de Francia) and at San
Juan Capistrano, much to the delight of
the swallows who were returning each
year to nothing but grassy fields. These
were, and still are, major institutions and
the countryside surrounding them is pic-
turesque and beautiful. However, it is
true that Southern California mission his-
tory might have been slightly different if
the good Padres had not bypassed "the
city of three seasons" on their trek north
in search of the ideal in real estate.

The formal beginning of Carlsbad was
related to the discovery of a mineral
spring here in 1882. An early settler,
John Frazier, located it while digging a
well for his homesite. Friends who drop-
ped by for a drink—of water, naturally—
all agreed that the product of his new
well had a peculiar taste. They reasoned
that anything with such an off-beat taste
must have health-giving properties. Mr.
Frazier had samples of it analyzed. He
was amazed to learn that the water was
identical in taste and chemical content to
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that of the Ninth Spa in Karlsbad, Bo-
hemia !

This famous Old World watering
place, founded by King Karl I of Bo-
hemia, was originally named Karl's Badt
(Karl's bath), and was later popularly
known as Karlsbad. It is interesting to
note that Carlsbad, California was named
after the European Spa because of the
similarity of the water in its mineral well.
News of the discovery spread to many
states. As a result, Germans, Bohem-
ians, and English people from all over
the United States flocked to this haven of
health to drink the peculiar tasting waters
and receive the expected benefits.

Special railroad excursions and other
promotions were instrumental in the de-
velopment of Carlsbad. Tourists were
given the opportunity to taste the min-
eral water at a "fountain of youth" piped
directly to the train depot! However, it
is possible that the mild summer climate,
the sun-splashed surf, and the sheer
beauty of sea, sand, and rocks, had thera-
peutic value in excess of the mineral
water.

The famous old well of Carlsbad, which
served a noble purpose for many years,
has now ceased to function. It is a Cali-
fornia landmark, designated as a histori-
cal site in 1955 by the State Assembly.
Be sure to ree it when you visit this resort.
It is located in the 2800 block of Carls-
bad Boulevard, not far from the center of
the business district. The little gazebo at
the surface of the well is a scaled likeness
of the lookout over the old city of Karls-
bad, Bohemia.

In connection with this historical shrine
an unique development is taking shape.
It is named "Olde Karlsbad" and can best
be described as "A Bit of Old Europe
in America." A quaint village of Old
World shops, transplanted to sunny Cali-
fornia, Olde Karlsbad hopes to reflect the
beauty of our world and the wealth of
its ancestry. Buildings have been chosen
for replicas because of their beauty, or
their historical importance. You will en-
joy strolling the cobblestone courtyard
and viewing the two structures that have
now been completed.

The principal building at present is
the Hanseatic House, copied from the
age-old buildings of the Hanseatic Lea-
gue which, in the 13th century, brought
Europe out of the Dark Ages. Next to
this structure is a replica of Anton
Dvorak's home in Karlsbad, with the
plaque that tells of his New World
Symphony. Beneath these buildings is an
interesting high-walled art gallery. By
passing through an iron gate at the lower
level, which is secured by a great lock

King Karl I of Bohemia after whom Carlsbad, California was named.

brought from Munich, you will see the
original mineral well.

Olde Karlsbad's art gallery, is also the
•home of the exquisite replica of King
Karl's crown. The original is one of the
finest examples of medieval lily crowns
in existence. There are 91 rubies, sap-
phires, and emeralds, and 20 pearls in it.
It is kept at Prague and is displayed to
the public twice yearly. The replica,
which you will see here, contains synthetic
stones, but is accurate in every other de-
tail. Made of copper, it is double-plated
with 24 karat gold. As a club project of
the Del Norte Gem and Mineral Society
of Carlsbad, it required 2700 man-hours
to complete.

In this one central location you will see
the crown, the old mineral well, and Olde
Karlsbad—the dream of Mr. and Mrs.
Christiansen that is coming true. The
Christiansens, who are the leading author-
ities on the history of this area, are gra-
cious hosts. You'll find them eager to
answer your questions and make your
visit an interesting and enjoyable occasion.

At the northern boundary of the city is
Buena Vista Lagoon, one of the few fresh
water lagoons remaining on the West
Coast. Covering about 325 acres, it is
close to the ocean and has high and
scenic shorelines. Buena Vista is known
as the principal sanctuary for migratory
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fowl on the Pacific Flyway. It offers re-
fuge to thousands of feathered tourists
each year and is a permanent home for
many species. In 1959, the Buena Vista
Audubon Society recorded 225 varieties
of birds habitating the sanctuary during
a 12-month study.

The wide variety of bird life in a con-
centrated area has earned the lagoon a
national reputation among nature lovers.
The refuge can be reached from the busi-
ness district by driving north on Jeffer-
son Street. Just follow this street around
the lagoon to the parking area and enjoy
a session of bird-watching at close range.
The shoreline stopping place will be in-
vaded by famished fowl soon after you
arrive, so be sure to bring some stale
bread or other goodies for them.

On the southern fringe of the commun-
ity is Agua Hedionda Lagoon, which is
ll/2 miles long and y2 mile wide. It has
been called the largest inland body of salt
water along the Pacific Coast. This is a
natural spot for water skiing, small boat
sailing, rowing, fishing, and a multitude
of other water sports. The location from
Interstate Freeway 5 is: east on Tamar-
ack Avenue to Adams Street, then right
on Adams about a mile to the quarter-
mile channel that extends out from the
'agoon on the north shore.

It is here that the Janss Corporation
is developing a multi-million dollar resi-
dential marina, known as Bristol Cove.
This will be a beautiful palm tree-lined
channel-front living area for boating en-
thusiasts and those who enjoy an invi-
gorating nautical atmosphere. A possible
difficulty for those who choose this ideal
location is that their luxury living quar-
ters might be invaded by friends every
week-end, who just happened to be pass-
ing through with their swim togs, fishing
gear, and a boat hitched to the rear of
their cars. Fortunately, the developers
have anticipated this possibility and have
a solution to the problem.

Zoning for building sites at Bristol
Cove permit construction of two to ten
rental units per lot. If the resident is
overrun with friends, he can hang out a
"no vacancy" sign! Also, a large area on
each side of the mouth of the channel has
been earmarked for the development of
major hotels, restaurants, and shops. This
means that you and I will be able to sleep,
eat, and enjoy ourselves here soon, even
if we are not friends of one of the owners
of a channel-front house.

A few miles southeast of Agua Hedi-
onda Lagoon is a dragway for speedsters.
This fabulous combined drag-strip and
sports car track is called the world's most
modern layout. Carlsbad Raceway is beau-
tifully situated on rolling hills along

Palomas Airport Road, only a few min-
utes from downtown. Special racing events
are featured here each week throughout
most of the year.

Thus far in our outline of the attrac-
tions of Carlsbad, an emphasis has been
placed on the unusual points of interest
that you, as a sightseer, might want to
see. However, as a visitor or vacationer,
you might have more interest in beach
attractions. You'll find them here in a
wide variety—deep-sea fishing, cruising,
surfing, skin-diving, swimming, sunbath-
ing, and miscellaneous beach fun. The
ocean activity is safe—eagle-eyed life-
guards are on hand to watch the little
tykes, as well as teen-aged, middle-aged,
and golden-aged tykes.

The strand is clean, wide, and gently
sloping. It welcomes the stately surf and
tames it. As a beachcomber, you can
hike along the sand in the early morning
and see what the night tides have brought
in—a redwood log from some distant
point, a mysterious box, a fishing net
float, or millions of tiny seashells of many
shapes and hues. Along the surf edge
run long-beaked sandpipers and, occa-
sionally, dignified pelicans searching for
food. Swooping gulls cock beady eyes
for goodies. This is their feeding ground
and they know it!

Those who wish to enjoy a stay at the
beach in their campers, tents, or even
sleeping bags, may do so at Carlsbad
Beach State Park. Facilities consisting of
flush toilets, drinking water, hot showers,
laundries, tables, stoves, and cupboards
are offered and all roads are surfaced.
The charge has been $2.00 per automo-
tive vehicle per night for some time.
(Better check on a possible slight increase,
recently announced.) Sites are assigned
on a first come—first served basis daily
at 8:00 a.m. This oceanfront park in-
cludes 4000 feet of beach strand and is
patronized by the same hungry sand-
pipers, pelicans, and seagulls as any other
stretch of our Pacific waterfront.

"There's something for everyone at
Carlsbad" is not just a Chamber of Com-
merce slogan, though it would be an
appropriate one. It is my own impres-
sion after having spent many days, on
several occasions this year, in this inter-
esting area. There is "meat" here for the
historian, the artist, the rockhound, the
bird-watcher, the lagoon-lover, the boat-
ing enthusiast, the automobile racer or
observer, and the beach cavorter. Why not
toss a few items into the car, point it
toward the Pacific Ocean, and let it take
you to this resort—where the land ends
and the sea begins? •
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Have You Snagged a Cui-ui
by Doris Cerveri

OULD YOU believe there
exists a prehistoric fish
so odd and unusual that
it is found in no other
lake in the world except
one in western Nevada?

The cui-ui (pronounced quee-wee) is
just such a fish. Although many people
are not aware of this oddity, ichthyologists
have known about them for some time.
These large, ugly, clumsy fish have been,
and still are, somewhat of a mystery.
Since they were first reported in 1868,
research has led some authorities to be-
lieve they are a form of prehistoric life.
Years before this, however, Paiute Indians
no doubt were sustained by these fish
alone when other food was scarce.

A sucker-type fish without teeth, they
have an extra bottom fin, a fact most in-
teresting to fish scholars. They are only
seen during the brief spawning season
which lasts approximately one month,
starting about the end of April, when
they begin the hazardous journey up the
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Truckee River in western Nevada to pro-
pagate their young. It has been reported
that spawning is more active at night, and
so also is their migration.

It is customary for them to deposit
their eggs in shallow water where the
flow is rapid. This often exacts an enor-
mous toll from the young for a sudden
fall in the volume of the water may leave
nests high and dry in a single day. Dur-
ing the breeding season, males differ
from the females in color. The head and
body of the male is extremely robus, broad
and round, and is completely scaled with
large, even scales which resemble those
found of a snake more than those of a
fish. In the female the whole upper sur-
face is dark brownish-black, not the
olive color usually seen in suckers. How-
ever, females are sometimes called black
suckers.

Divers who have gone down as far as
100 feet after the spawning season is
over have never seen a cui-ui, while others
report seeing the fish at a depth of 40 to
50 feet. Pyramid Lake is full of plankton,
a very minute form of animal and plant
organisms, and the water is thick with
algae, which is sufficient food for fish.
Fishermen report they will not rise to
bait and are taken without a fight only
during the brief spawning season.

As soon as the spawning season starts,
Paiutes from the Pyramid Lake Reserva-
tion and sportsmen can be seen standing
knee-deep in the shallow water of the
lake. The fish are taken with improvised
gaffs or three-pronged snag hooks, which
are drawn quickly through the muddy
water on a chalk line.

Each fish averages four to eight pounds,
but usually only the filets, weighing about
a pound, are eaten, although the Indians
sometimes boil the rest of the fish for a
soup. Years ago the Paiutes boiled the
smaller of the two bladders which the
fish has and made a glue to fasten their
arrow feathers.

When the cui-ui were more numerous,
Indian women peddled them in Reno, 33
miles distant. Paiutes are known as the
cui-ui eaters, but the rich, oily flavor of
the fish, which tastes something like a
cross betwen a trout and a mackerel,
appeals to others as well.

Pyramid Lake, approximately 30 miles
long and 11 miles wide, is entirely with-
in the Pyramid Indian Reservation and
fishing rights to it are controlled by the
Paiute Indians. Anyone wishing to fish
must first secure a permit at the general
store at Nixon, a small Indian settlement
near the lake. The price is reasonable
and many sportsmen try their luck for
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The Squaw and her basket formation at Pyramid Lake.

trout when the cui-ui are not in season.
Approximately 50 years ago the lake was
famous for huge cutthroat trout. A 42-
pound giant is on display in the museum
at Carson City.

Equally mysterious is the entire Pyra-
mid region, still as primitive as it was in
1844 when John Fremont came upon it.
The large rock pyramid after which he
named the lake is a natural stone forma-
tion standing 50 stories high and is older
and larger than the pyramids of Egypt.
Approximately 16 years after the lake was

discovered, it was the scene of the first
disastrous Indian war in Nevada, when
the area was still a territory. Pyramid
Lake is a portion of what is left of ancient
Lake Lahontan, a body of water having
no outlet. It is fed by the water of the
Truckee River flowing from Lake Tahoe
in the Sierra Mountains. Lake Lahontan
was larger than Lake Erie and existed
thousands of years ago in the western
half of Nevada, covering approximately
8,422 square miles. About 886 feet deep,
it was originally the home of thousands
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of fish representing several distinct forms.
As climatic conditions caused the lake to
break up into smaller ones, many fish
perished.

This strange inland sea, which has not
been destroyed by 1000 years of relent-
less desert sun, is shaped like a harp.
Since the building of Derby Dam on the
Truckee River for irrigation purposes sev-
eral years ago, however, the level of the
lake has been dropping at the rate of
three and one-half feet annually.

Pyramid Lake is the only remaining
body of fresh water to contain offspring
of the cui-ui found in Lake Lahontan.
It has been reported, but not authenti-
cated, that the cui-ui has relatives in cer-
tain lakes in Australia, and some species
appear to be related to fish found in
Utah. Indians say there was a spotted
fish lighter in color existing in Lake
Winnemucca, known as the izhi-cui-ui.
(Winnemucca Lake on the east, separated
by a low range of hills from Pyramid,
dried up in 1932.)

South of the large pyramidal island
stands Anaho, an islet of about 250 acres
built up in in long 100-foot terraces and
crowned by crags of tufa. Here can be
found one of the largest pelican rookeries
in the western United States. North of
the "Needles," another outstanding cal-
careous formation, are subterranean hot
springs. In caves near the lake there are
numerous fossilized fragments of several
varieties of fish. Major discoveries by the
Nevada State Museum's archaeological sur-
vey crew revealed evidence that prehistoric
man lived in these caves probably about
11,000 years ago.

Another peculiar thing about the lake
is its color. In winter the water is gray
like the North Atlantic; in August it is
emerald green. At other times it alter-
nates between deep Mediterranean blue
and topaz and is fine for swimming.
Some individuals say that it tastes like
Alka Seltzer gone flat. Its shoreline is
barren of shrubs or trees, except for desert
sagebrush. The development of Pyramid
Lake for recreational purposes by private
enterprises recently was made possible by
a bill approved by Congress and signed
by President Johnson. The measure al-
lows 99-year leases of land on the Paiute
Indian reservation which embraces the
lake. At nearby Nixon there is an inter-
esting trading post to visit and the route
back to Reno via Wadsworth and Sparks
offers a distinct change of scenery from
the direct approach on State 33. •
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EADOW LAKE is your re-
ward for having driven
20 miles on a county-
maintained d i r t road
which you turned onto
from Highway 89, about

10 miles beyond Truckee, California.
Your map will reveal that you have
taken one giant step out of the barren
desert and that you are at the site of
a town called Summit City, also known
as Meadow Lake City. As you follow
the road around the mile-long lake, your
doubts will be confirmed by a brown
forestry marker. In 10 short years, Mea-
dow Lake City was born, flourished,
died and then vanished into the soil on
which it had been built. Only this brown
marker stands today, where yesteryear a
town of 5000 people pursued fame and
fortune.

When Henry W. Hartley discovered
gold in this basin, that summer in 1863,
he did not forsee the turn of events. Per-
haps it was just fate that the whispers of
his rich assay reports crept across the
valley to a restless Virginia City. Timing
was perfect. The future of the Corn-
stock looked hopeless. Eager ears were
alert for any news of richer strikes. As
soon as the snows melted, the relocation
began. Word spread and people poured
in over the four existing roads, some with
tools to work, others with decks and dice
to play. A city was born and it matured
overnight. By 1866, the population ex-
plosion had hit a record 4000. A check
on statistics showed that 1200 mining
claims had been' recorded, 500 buildings
had been completed and others going
up as fast as material was available. Ele-
gant hotels welcomed newcomers and 90
saloons did a round-the-clock business,

No Town for the Ghost

by Helen Walker

thus keeping two breweries at full pro-
duction. Every conceivable need was satis-
fied by the enterprising mercantile stores
that fronted on the plaza.

The most sensational claim to fame was
provided by Meadow Lake. Each Satur-
day night a gaily lighted double-decker
steamer traversed the one-and-one-half
mile long lake, providing the rollicking
miners unusual entertainment. They were
met at the opposite dock by beguiling fe-
males and eager gamblers who led them
off to saloons and bawdyhouses for fur-
ther gaiety.

Hopes were high in this new mecca,
assays were good. Everyone was con-
vinced that this time they had hit a bon-
anza for sure. They kept so busy proving
it to themselves and others that the
truth was either overlooked or, perhaps,
ignored. No one wanted to fact the fact
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that goodfeflowship was holding the
town together, not the product.

Finally mine owners were forced to ad-
mit the problem. Ore was being yielded,
but the strangely obdurate ore was not
paying. A strange mixture of arsenic,
antimony, lead and other ingredients was
neutralizing the effects of quicksilver and
preventing amalgamation. The mines
were not making money.

Bad news spread as fast as good.
People, so eager to be among the first
to arrive, left with the same haste. By
early fall it was all over. Doors swayed in
the cool autumn breezes while chipmunks
and rats took over the empty buildings.
The few diehards who stuck it out had
a choice of magnificent hotels with lavish
furnishings, but even with these luxuries,

they gave up one by one — all except
Henry W. Hartley.

"Hartley Hermit," he was referred to
now. Living with unbelievable elegance
tastefully selected from the disintegrating
town, he continued to work his mine
while other mine owners fruitlessly
searched the world over for an answer to
the mysterious ore. When old age finally
overtook Henry, he sold his claim and
made plans to finish his life traveling.
But again fate stepped into the scene.
Henry died before he left his beloved
town. Friends buried him on a hilltop
overlooking the site with these words on
his marker, "He died with the firm be-
lief his town would someday live again.
1820-1892."

Soon thereafter the town was demol-
ished by fire. People said a wayfarer,
seeking shelter in the remains of the Ex-
celsior Hotel, started it by leaving a
smoldering campfire. Today there is not
one foundation or brick to show where
these people lived, worked, and hoped for
the fame and fortune that tortured their
minds. Meadow Lake is truly a ghost
town, with no home even for the ghost. •
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On a recent expedition to the Oregon desert with
Erle Stanley Gardner, we solved • • •

The Case of the
Blue Bucket Gold

by Choral Pepper
Editor of DESERT Magazine

HEN FAMOUS w r i t e r -
adventurer Erie Stanley
Gardner invited us to
accompany him on an ex-
pedition into the rela-
tively unknown regions

of the Oregon desert, I dropped every-
thing to delve into the mystery of a his-
toric gold strike found and lost by a
wagon train of immigrants to Oregon
in 1845. These settlers, astray in the
strange, arid desert, had only one goal
in mind—to possess land, not gold.
Nevertheless, the yellow rocks they
scooped from a damp streambed into a
blue wooden bucket gave birth to one
of the great legends of the West. The
Lost Blue Bucket Gold is to Oregon
what Pegleg's Black Gold is to Southern
California and the Lost Dutchman Mine
is to Arizona.

After devoting several weeks to re-
search on this subject, I was struck by
two startling paradoxes. One related to
an inconsistency in the reported activities
of the immigrants' hired guide, Stephen
Meek. He was the confidence man who

Uncle Erie and Rueb Long do a little
prospecting along the Blue Bucket trail,

had convinced a large segment of the
huge train that he could guide it through
a desert cutoff that would shorten the
trek from Fort Boise to Oregon's Wil-
lamette Valley. Meek had initiated his
"terrible trail" at the head of a group of
wagons led by a man named Herren, but
toward the end of Herren's account of

this part of the trek, there is suddenly no
further mention of Meek. So what hap-
pened to Meek?

The other paradox is that portions of
Herren's trail, as well as those of two
other parties who took the ill-fated Meek
cutoff, are visible enough to have been
retraced by prospectors for more than a
century, yet never has a significant clue
to the source of the Blue Bucket gold
been found!

It was this latter paradox that caused
me to recall a conversation with DESERT
reader Lois Pierce from Hoodsport, Wash-
ington, who visited our office some time
ago. Mrs. Pierce is descended from two
familes of the immigrant train that took
the Meek cutoff in a group of wagons
trailbossed by a man named William
T'Vault. Her father, James Miller Allen,
and her maternal grandfather, Rufus
Riggs, were among the leaders who
helped Meek escape when others in the
train threatened his life for having con-
ned them into hiring him as a guide into
country he only pretended to know. Lois
Pierce's unexpected revelation explained

Our caravan of Grasshoppers set forth on a new Oregon adventure.
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