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ARIZONA PAGEANT by Pare and Fireman. Con-
cise history covering geology, Indians, missions,
mines, outlaws, ranches, legends and the men
who made them. Hard cover. $4.00

FIESTAS MEXICANAS, Menus and Recipes by
Ringland and Winston. Recipes jealously guard-
ed by Mexican gourmets revealed here. Hard-
cover, $2.95.

HOW TO RETIRE IN MEXICO on $2.47 a Day by
Eugene Woods. Presents an enticing pre-retire-
ment plan that's workable. Also, good travel in-
formation. Paperback, 95c.

THE PAINTED ROCKS by Josephine True. Written
by a Coachella Valley pioneer who tells about
things as they were before tourism set in. Paper-
back, $1.95.

PUEBLO OF THE HEARTS by John Upton Terrell.
Story of Opata Indian village in Sonora which
for a brief moment in history was an important
outpost in the exploration of the Southwest.
Hardcover. $6.00.

ON THE TRAIL OF PEGLEG SMITH'S LOST GOLD
by J. Wilson McKenney. Well-researched saga
of the legend by a former publisher of DESERT
Magazine who looked for it himself. Paperback.
$1.50.

NAYARIT, MEXICO, A Traveler's Guidebook by
Howard E. Gulick. Delves into the manners,
mores, archeology, flora, fauna and is a com-
plete guide to this little known, but exciting
state of Mexico. Maps and illustrations. Hard-
cover. $5.50.

JOURNEY OF THE FLAME by Walter Nordhoff.
The most exciting tale of early Baja and Alta
California ever written. Recounts lost treasure
legends and is accurate historical account pre-
sented in fictional style. Hardcover. $4.95.

BAJA CALIFORNIA OVERLAND by L. Burr Belden.
Practical guide to Lower California as far as La
Paz by auto with material gleaned from exten-
sion study trip sponsored by Univ. of Calif. In-
cludes things to see and accomodations. Paper-
back. $1.95.

EXPLORING DEATH VALLEY by Ruth Kirk. Good
photos and maps with time estimates from place
to place and geology, natural history and human
interest information included. Paperback. $1.95.

LOST MINES AND BURIED TREASURES OF
CALIFORNIA by R. A. Pierce. Fact, Folklore and
Fantasy concerning 110 California sites of hid-
den wealth with a treasure seekers map. Paper-
back. $2.50.

SHELLING IN THE SEA OF CORTEZ by Paul
Violette. Well-illustrated and clearly written des-
criptions of shells along the Mexican coast of
the Gulf of California. Interesting to read.
Paperback. $1.50.

THE CALIFORNIA DESERTS by Edmund C. Jaeger.
Revised 4th edition is standard guide to Mohave
and Colorado deserts with new chapters on
desert conservation and aborigines. Hardcover.
$4.95.

SUCCESSFUL MINERAL COLLECTING AND PROS-
PECTING by Richard Pearl is highly recommen-
ded for amateur prospectors. Good color illus-
trations. Covers panning for gold, staking claims,
gemology, mineral sources, and what to look
for. Large format, paperback. $2.95.

FIELD GUIDE TO GEMS AND MINERALS OF
MEXICO by Paul Willard Johnson with English-
Spanish glossary. Don't go rock hunting in
Mexico without it. Paperback. $2.

A FIELD GUIDE TO ROCKS AND MINERALS by
Frederick H. Pough. Authorative guide to iden-
tification of rocks and minerals. Experts recom-
mend this for all amateurs as one of the best.
3rd edition with many new color illustrations.
Hardcover. $4.95.

A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS by Roper
Tory Peterson. The standard book for field iden-
tification sponsored by the National Audubon
Society. 2nd edition, enlarged with new section
on Hawaiian birds. 658 in full color. Hardcover.
$4.95.

A HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIAS by Philip S.
Rush. A splendid, capsule history of both Baja
California and Upper California with good maps
and illustrations. Lively to read and a superb
reference for quick information. Hardcover. $6.

MEXICO by Auto, Camper, Trailer by Cliff
Cross. Revised edition. Excellent guide with in-
formation on trailer parks, butane and ice sup-
pliers and street maps for villages and cities.
New enlarged edition includes Baja and Yuca-
tan. Large format, paperback. $3.50.

HUNTING LOST MINES BY HELICOPTER by Erie
Stanley Gardner. As fascinating as one of his
Perry Mason mysteries, the author takes you
into Arizona's Superstition Mountains looking
for the Lost Dutchman mine and into the Trigo
Mountains in search of Nummel's lost bonanza.
Hardcover, color photos. $7.50.

ZODIAC PARTIES, MENUS AND RECIPES by Choral
Pepper. The editor of DESERT Magazine comes
out with a different kind of cookbook. Accom-
panying chapters devoted to characteristics of
persons born under each of the zodiac signs
are unusual menu and recipe suggestions with
exciting party ideas. Hardcover, $4.95.

WARRIORS OF THE COLORADO By Jack Forbes.
Covers all Indian tribes of the Colorado River
and is especially recommended to readers pur-
suing the early history of Southern California
and Arizona. Illustrated with historic photos.
$5.95.

THE LAME CAPTAIN By Sardis W. Templeton.
A book eagerly awaited by Pegleg "aficio-
nados" who seek documented information re-
garding his life and trails across the desert.
Hardcover, 239 pages. $7.50.

J. ROSS BROWN: Confidential Agent in Old
California. Satirical observations and rare ad-
ventures of this 19th-century writer produce
lively fodder for history buffs. Hardcover, 218
pages. $5.95.

OLD FORTS OF THE FAR WEST by Herbert Hart.
Maps are included with remarkably lively and
accurate accounts of Western forts back to Civil
War times. This volume covers the Southwest.
Large format, good photos. $12.95.

Send for Free Catalog of our

Recommended Books

Magazine Bookshop

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260

When Ordering Books
Include 25c for postage and handling.
California Residents add 4 % sales tax.

HAWAII COOKBOOK is a worthy collection of
popular Hawaiian dishes which are presented
with easily available substitutes for native Ha-
waiian foods. Paperback, illustrated. $2.00.

ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, foun-
der and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen-
derson's experiences, combined with his com-
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
makes this a MUST for those who really want
to understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
Hard cover. $5.00.

JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS by
Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, infor-
mal history of life in the mining camps deep in
the almost inaccessible mountain fastness of the
Colorado Rockies. Fifty-eight towns are included
as examples of the vigorous struggle for exist-
ence in the mining camps of the West. 239
pages, illustrated, end sheet map. Hard cover.
$5.50.

GEMS, MINERALS, CRYSTALS AND ORES by
Richard Pearl. This collector's encyclopedia is
the best of its kind. Brilliantly illustrated with
full-color photos. Arranged in alphabetical order
from Agagte to Zircon, it tells where to find
them, how to identify, collect, cut and display.
Hardcover, 320 pages, $6.95.

GHOST TOWNS AND MINING CAMPS OF CALI-
FORNIA by Remi Nadeau. The only good, hard-
cover book on the California ghost towns. We
recommend it highly. $5.95.

REMNANTS OF THE OLD WEST by Harriett
Farnsworth. The old West's last living characters
were interviewed by this author and the book
is filled with never-before published tidbits that
deserve recording. An attractive book that makes
a surprisingly inexpensive and worthwhile gift.
Hardcover. $2.95.

PIMAS, DEAD PADRES AND GOLD by Paul V.
Lease. The author provides fodder to the idea
that the Black Robes hid amazing amounts of
treasure in Pimeria, which is now Arizona.
Paperback. $3.

GHOST TOWN TREASURES by Lambert Florin.
Fifth in a series of ghost town books by the
best ghost town writer and photographer of
them all. Large format. $12.95.

ROCK PAINTINGS OF THE CHUMASH by Camp-
bell Grant. The only definitive work relative to
Indian pictographs in the Santa Barbara region.
Beautifully illustrated in color and interesting,
informative text. 163 pages, hardcover. $10.

MINES OF THE HIGH DESERT by Donald Dean
Miller. Good account of the high desert's his-
tory and lore. Paperback, 63 pages, photos,
$1.95.

LOST DESERT BONANZAS by Eugene Conrotto.
Brief resumes of lost mine articles printed in
back issues of DESERT Magazine, by a former
editor. Hardcover, 278 pages. $6.75.

ERNIE PYLE'S SOUTHWEST. A collection of
Ernie's timeless word pictures describing his
wanders through the Southwest. Hardcover.
$5.00.

THE TRAfLS OF PETE KITCHEN by Gil Proctor.
The adventures of Arizona's most famous pio-
neer, Pete Kitchen, make for exciting reading.
Treasure seekers wil l find meat in his account
of the Treasure of Tumocacori and history buffs
will relish this unusual book. Hardcover. $4.95.
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Imperial Valley (Calif.) Gem and Mineral Show, California Mid-Winter
Fairgrounds, Feb. 25-March 6; National Indian Arts Exhibition, Scotts-
dale, Ariz., March 4-13; "World's Championship Gold Panning Contest"
and burro races and antique car contest, Rosamond (Kern County),
Calif., March 5 and 6; Gem and Mineral Show, Arizona State Fair-
grounds, March 11-13; Berkeley Gem and Mineral Society's 3rd Annual
"World of Gems" Show, Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, Calif., March 19
and 20; Los Angeles Lapidary Society's 26th Annual Gem Show, Las
Palmas Recreation Center, 1820 N. Las Palmas Ave., Los Angeles,
March 19 and 20; Southern Arizona International Livestock Show and
Pima County Fair, Tucson, Ariz, March 23-27; Rodeo of Rodeos and
Parade, Arizona Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Phoenix, Ariz., March
24-27, (Parade, March 26); 14th Annual Yuma, Ariz. County Fair,
March 30-April 3; Southwest Indian Pow Wow, write Yuma, Arizona
Chamber of Commerce for dates.

EVENTS DEADLINE. Information relative to forthcoming
events in the West must be received TWO MONTHS
prior to the event. Address envelopes to Events Editor,
Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, California 92260.
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manuscripts and photographs cannot be returned or acknowledged unless full return postage is
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PRICE: $5.00 per year in U.S., Canada and Mexico. $5.75 elsewhere. Allow five weeks for change
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M exico:f
Everyone today is talking and
reading about the exciting land
south of our border. To understand
the land and the people read these
latest informative books.

PowerBoating the West Coast of
Mexico by Spencer Murray and
Ralph Poole. The only published
guidebook for power-boaters who
want to cruise the west coast of
Mexico from the head of the Gulf
of California southward to Puerto
Vallarta. Describes in detail route
of sail, ports, accommodations,
supplies and all other needed in-
formation. $6.75 (plus 27 cents
tax for California addresses.)

Cruising the Sea of Cortez by
Spencer Murray. Modern-day ad-
venture in a 25-foot power cruiser
down the Lower California side of
the Gulf of Mexico. Includes maps
and complete information for boat-
ers. $6.75 (plus 27 cents tax for
California addresses.)

Pueblo of the Hearts by John Up-
ton Terrell. The first full length
history of a once important fron-
tier and outpost known as the
Pueblo of the Hearts, in northern
Sonora. From Cabeza de Vaca to
DeAnza. $6.00 (plus 24 cents tax
for California addresses.)

Brooms of Mexico by Alvin Gordon.
Delightful free-verse by one who
has spent a quarter of a century in
Mexico. Author of 'Our Son Pablo'
and 'Inherit the Earth.' More than
50 water colors by the fascinating
Arizona artist Ted De Grazia. 48
heavy art pages. $6.75 (plus 27
cents tax for California addresses.)

Send orders for the above
listed books to:

Best-West
Publications

P. 0. Box 757
Palm Desert, California 92260

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 4 % sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

FORTS OF THE WEST
By Robert Frazer

The number and variety of forts and
posts, together with changes of location
and name, have posed perplexing prob-
lems for students of Western history.
Here the author presents a systematic list-
ing of presidios and military forts west
of the Mississippi up to 1898. Included
with information for each fort is its date
of establishment, location, reason for it,
name of person establishing the post, ori-
gin of the post name and changes in
regard to it; also its present status or date
of abandonment. There is a map for each
state locating these posts. Hardcover, 246
pages, $5.95.

THE WARRIOR APACHES
By Gordon C. Baldwin

Illustrated with a wealth of historical
photos of famous Apache Indians and
drawings identifying berries, seeds and
plants they ate and various implements
they used, this book gives an excellent
rundown on these often misunderstood
people. At least the author believes

them misunderstood and claims many
depredations credited to Apaches were
actually the work of other tribes. No
doubt the book will be controversial, but
it is well researched and interesting. Hard
clothbound cover, 144 pages. $3.50.

THE CHANGING MILE
By Hastings and Turner

Vividly illustrated in matching photo-
graphs are the changes brought about on
the desert during the past 85 years. Hav-
ing acquired 97 photos of the Southwest
taken in the 1880s, the authors proceeded
to rephotograph the same terrain from ex-
actly the same vantage points and, in the
book, the photos are dsplayed side by
side. You will be astonished at differ-
ences—not only in flora, but in some
cases thriving mining communities are
now barren waste. The reverse is usually
true of native growth. In one plate,
especially, the decrease in saguaro popula-
tion is evident. A recent study indicates
that if the present trend continues, this
cactus will disappear by 1898!

Text is highly readable, with common
names of plants used in preference to
scientific names. Chapters discuss the
desert habitat, the influence of Indians,
Spaniards, Mexicans and Anglo-Ameri-
cans. Patterns of change are illustrated in
oak woodlands, desert grasslands and the
arid desert. This fascinating, large format
book, the photos are displayed side by
than 200 illustrations. $12.50.

Lowest Photo Print Prices
Highest Quality

Dev. & print 8 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film - - $1.78

Dev. & print 1 2 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film - $2.42

Dev. & print 12 Jumbo prints and
new roll of Kodacolor film $3.30
Reprints from Kodacolor negs $ .16

Send for price sheets
and envelopes

All other
Photo prices are
comparably low

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.
P. O. Box 370, Yuma, Arizona or

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego, California

DESERT NOTES by JOHN HILTO
Exquisite, full color scenes by Americas fore-
most desert painter. Generous pack of 18
beautiful notes in a handsome gift box.
Handy 4 x 5 size. Only $1.25 per box.
Order HILTON NOTES" today or send 10c
for sample and catalog showing notes,
prints, stationery and our famous Christmas
cards. Dealer inquiries invited. Our 17th year
of same day service. Money-back Guarantee
and postage free from the Leanin' Tree!

The LEANIN1 TREE Ranch
Box 15 00 Boulder, Colorado
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WALKER'S R.R. ROUTES - I853

By Pat Adler and Walt Wheelock

A fur trader, trapper, trader and guide
for John C. Fremont, Captain Joseph
Walker was one of the heros of Western
exploration. He has been the subject of
much writing, but here is revealed a little
known document to a Senate Committee
of 1853 in which Captain Walker told
the lawmakers how a railroad could be
built across the Great Sierra Nevada. It
is amusing that he routed all routes
through his home town of Gilroy and all
but one through Walker Pass (named in
his honor). Nevertheless, here is a de-
tailed account of his own explorations as
they have never been told before. His
statement was read into the record and
it is from that record this book was ob-
tained. It vividly portrays cities, like
Salt Lake City, holding conventions and
making a pitch to see that the railroad
was brought through "their town." After
a long history of wanting to be left
alone, the City of Saints did an about-
face and fought hard for the railroad.
However, the closest a mainline came
to it was about 50 miles away, through
Ogden, until years later when a line was
instituted through Salt Lake City to Los
Angeles.

This isn't an especially appealing book
to read for entertainment, but history
buffs will like it, as well as the old maps
illustrating the text. Hardcover, 64 pages,
$4.50.

Send For Our Just

Published FREE 1966

BOOK
CATALOG

Latest and Best

for the

Books on The West

Magazine Bookshop

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260

Since 1937 Offering the World's
Largest Selection of Books

on the West

WESTERN TRAINS

By Richard Steinbeimer and
Donald Sims

A quality railroad picture book, this is
designed for people having an interest in
the modern history of railroading and for
readers interested in the railroa daspects
of Western Americana. Every mainline
west of Denver and El Paso is represent-
ed in the 85 excellent illustrations, along
with an account of the 20-year motive
power evolution that followed the end
of World War II. Names like the Chal-
lenger, Pony Express and Exposition
Flyer will take readers back to days of
smoke-filled club cars, swishing steam and
cold, crisp stops at the Ogden, Utah sta-
tion. This is the best book of its kind for
railroad buffs and brand new on the
market. Hardcover, 72 pages, $5.95.

CORTES AND THE AZTEC
CONQUEST
By the editors of Horizon

Here is a concise history of Cortes'
conquest of Mexico illustrated with spec-
tacular photographs in color of the pal-
aces of Maya, historic lithographs depict-
ing history as it happened and various
Aztec symbols and writings. It's a
worthwhile book to have in your li-
brary and provides a quick reference to
this earliest era of American history.
Hardcover, 153 pages, $3.95.

On the Trail of
Peg/eg Smith's

LOST GOLD
by J. Wilson McKenney

The most authoritative and com-
prehensive book on the famous
lost bonanza. Mr. McKenney sepa-
rates fact from fiction in the excit-
ing story of Pegleg Smith.

ONLY $1.50
(California addresses add 6 cents sales tax)

Best-West
Publications

P. O. BOX 757
PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260

Over
One

Hundred
Million
Dollars
Strong

Coachella Valley Savings
and Loan Association

Main Office: Palm Springs,

499 So. Palm Canyon Dr., 324-I24I

Branch Office: Indio,

45-285 Towne Ave., DI 7-O921.

A Gift That's REALLY Different!

Zodiac Parties
Menus and Recipes

By Choral Pepper
Editor of DESERT Magazine

The author plans a different party for
every month in the year. Her suggestions on
the guests to invite and the food to serve
are based on astrological analyses of the
tastes and interests of those born under each
of the twelve signs of the Zodiac.

Zodiac Parties is a fun book with very
workable, interesting recipes. A good gift
for your hostess:

—The Dallas Morning News
Zodiac Parties is a collection of menus and
recipes pegged together with an idea . . .
a good excuse for a party,

—Associated Press
Zodiac Parties is a new slant on novel en-
tertaining with sensational food designed to
match your guests' personality traits.

—The Hartford Courant

Hard Cover, 130 Pages, Illustrated.

Only $4.95
(Autographed Copies on Request]

Order from

Desert Magazine Book Shop
Palm Desert, California 92260

California residents add 20 cents sales tax.

No C.O.D.'s please.
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DROP A PIN!

Drop a pin and you can hear it 250 feet
away in the great Tabernacle on Temple
Square in Salt Lake City. But the biggest
thrill of all is to see and hear the world-
famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir perform
on a Sunday morning nationwide broadcast
or a Thursday evening rehearsal. This is
just one of many thrilling experiences
you'll enjoy in the different world of Utah.
Take time to explore Utah's three national
parks, nine national monuments, nine
national forests, 27 state parks.

SEND TODAY FOR
YOUR FREE UTAH
TRAVEL KIT.

UTAH TRAVEL
COUNCIL. DEPT 16O 1 "
COUNCIL HALL. CAPITOL HILL, SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH 84114

SEE WHERE YOU'VE BEEN!

SEE WHERE YOU'RE GOING!

SEE A NEW WORLD!

Scenic Flights
O V E R

Arizona-Utah
LAKE POWELL

RAINBOW NATURAL BRIDGE

CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK

MONUMENT VALLEY

GRAND CANYON

NUMEROUS OTHER
SCENIC WONDERS

Rale From $5.00 lo $53.60
Lower for 2 or more

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE

PAGE AVIATION
BOX 1385 PAGE, ARIZONA

Phone: Office 645-2231
After Hours: 645-2567

// was in the rocky foothills below that bandits may have hidden the gold stolen from
an army detachment in the story.

INCIDENT AT INDIAN WELLS
F

SOMEWHERE, WITHIN a radius of
12 miles of the ancient Indian wells

at Indian Wells, it is possible that more
than $9,000 in gold coin is hidden. The
wells, once maintained by the state, are
now filled in with dirt. A stone marker on
Highway 111, between Palm Springs and
Indio, points to where the historic wells
used to be, now some 300 yards east of
the highway. It was near this spot, in
1906, that a detachment of calvary,
guarding the payroll for the men at Fort
Yuma, was held up and the payroll
stolen. The money was never recovered,
although four of the five bandits were
later rounded up and shot. The fifth man,
an extraordinary character known as End-
less Ed, was believed to be the leader of
the gang. He was not heard from after
the holdup and may have escaped.

The whole story is shrouded in more
than a little mystery, but two features of
the case have interested the few who have
followed the meager clues available. An
ancient news report dated March 30, 1906
reads:

ARMY DETACHMENT ROBBED
OF YUMA PAYROLL ON DESERT

A detachment of cavalry guarding
the payroll for Fort Yuma in Arizona
Territory was captured by bandits last
week, according to reliable informa-
tion. More than $9,000 in gold coin
is reported to have been taken by four
or five men headed by the notorious
bandit Endless Ed. The incident took
place at Indian Wells, near Indio,
California.
Somewhere in the foothills of the

Little Santa Rosa range of mountains,
within easy riding distance of the old
wells, a sizeable fortune may be hidden.
More than this, the bandit Endless Ed
was reputed to be the owner of a specially
made rifle, one of five made by a famous
small arms manufacturer. Lovers of an-
tique firearms state that this gun, if found,
will be far more valuable than the lost
gold.

Endless Ed was not only notorious for
his bravado, he was a crack shot and,
more extraordinary, he wore a monacle.
Reputed to be an English remittance man,
the bandit, whose real name was Edington
Endless, roamed the border country and
was well-known to pioneers of the area.

Now the idea of a pioneer American

6 / Desert Magazine / March, 1966



bandit with a monacle, while ludicrous in
essence, is quite possible in fact. Many
leading families of Coachella Valley are
descended from sound English stock. It
was quite the thing in Victorian England
to banish an errant son, especially if he
was a second son, to the colonies. "Get
rid of the blighter," the choleric head of
the household would say, "Send him to
America—or Australia, or Canada—get
rid of him." And each month a check
would be forthcoming to see that the
errant son did not return or starve.

The idea of a monacle also made
sense, If a man had one weak eye, only
that one was treated with an eyeglass.
The knack of holding the glass in the eye
took some dexterity but, by jove, the
British did it and for many years the
wearing of monacles throughout Europe
assumed a Beau Brummel flavor—it was
the fashionable thing to do. Thus it was
that Endless Ed, crack shot and ardent
gun lover, wore a single eyepiece and
probably delighted in the fact.

The wells at Indian Wells were on the
banks of the subterranean Whitewater
Creek on the floor of the Coachella
Valley- They were dug out in the familiar
spiral form of most Indian wells of the
period, constructed so that a pack animal
could descend. Whitewater still runs in
the same channel, although only in times
of a very swift runoff from the hills does

water show on the surface. Today the
water table is some 300 feet below the
surface. While the wells are no longer
used, water from the Whitewater is
pumped to irrigate many of the famous
golf courses which now lie to the west
of the site of the holdup.

A few miles south, Highway 111 now
cuts through a rocky escarpment and a
few hundred yards farther south is the
turnoff for La Quinta. In earlier years
the highway, then trail, rounded the end
of this rocky escarpment and it is be-
lieved that it was at this spot the holdup
took place. To the east, the broad expanse
of desert would make escape possible,
but improbable. A more likely avenue of
escape would be the rocky abutments to
the west. There, in a maze of rocky de-
files, a man could quickly hide. And,
with a knowledge of the terrain, he could
gradually work himself to an oasis.

It is possible that Endless Ed made
good his escape with the loot. Chances
are, however, he did not. Remember, he
was neither seen nor heard of after the
incident and he was a man hard to miss.
There seems a reasonable possibility that
somewhere, within a 12-mile radius of
Indian Wells, $9,000 in gold coin is
hidden and, among the scattered bones
of a bandit, possibly an ancient and an-
tique rifle too. •

RIDE
THE

PALM
SPRINGS

IT'S FUN
TRULY THE

MOST
FANTASTIC

RIDE IN THE
WORLD

DON'T
'• MISS IT!

An Alpine
World for the
Whole Family

Tram Operates
8 a.m.-l 0 p.m.

Daily
11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Wed.

A YEAR 'ROUND

DESERT RESORT

ON SPACIOUS

LANDSCAPED GROUNDS

• Golf Privileges

• Two Heated Pools

• Hydro-Therapy Pool

• Continental Breakfasts

• Daily, Weekly, Monthly
Rates

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE

The Adobe
Highway 74, Palm Desert, California
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The Value of an Ancient Trail
By Louis Jones

AN OLD Indian saying runs this way:
"One set of hoofs or pair of feet

never made a trail." Rather, it is the
constant tread of hoofs or feet which
make trails.

As we walk southward on Main
Street, Los Angeles, an Indian trail lies
buried beneath our feet. Now, how-
ever, it is covered by tons of earth and
concrete. Long before this city was
known to Europeans, it was there. And
where Main Street intersects Olympic
Boulevard, another trail crosses it from
the east. This trail led toward Holly-
wood Hills, now a world renowned spot.

So it is wherever we go in America;
old Indian trails may be found anywhere,
everywhere.

A trail might be a mere pathway, made
by men or animals. These might lead
through the deserts, across prairies, or
over mountains. Some of these nameless
paths date from mastodon and dinosaur
times, thousands of years ago.

On the heels of Columbus, Spanish

adventurers found human trails leading
in every direction. By Hernando Cortez
and his men the land of the Mayas (Old
Mexico) first was overrun. Then follow-
ed Francisco Pizarro's invasion of Peru—
the mountain country of the Inca peoples.

Describing the main route to the Inca
capital, an eye witness wrote thus: "One
of these roads passes over the grand
plateau, and the other along the lowlands
of the ocean." The first of these climbed
the "pathless sierras (mountains), buried
in snow." In building this trail galleries
had to be cut for miles through solid
rock. Over yawning gorges, bridges were
swung in mid-air, suspended by crude
cables made from spun tree bark. It was
this kind of primitive engineering which
captured the admiration of these invad-
ing Spaniards.

North of Old Mexico and Peru, every
grade of aboriginal development ex-
pressed itself. Some clearly were hunting
trails, others war trails, still others were
used as local passage ways between vil-

lage and village, or between shrine and
shrine. But most of them were trade
trails, worn down by the shod or unshod
feet of those who carried many articles of
trade and merchandise of that far off
time.

Early Indian trails usually followed
high ground for good reason. Sloping
ground kept pathways dry and elevation
extended the range of vision over the
route to be followed. Moreover, these
trails were little more than foot-paths, in
keeping with the Indian's practice of
traveling single file.

In the breaking of a new trail, these
first Americans often bent the tips of
small trees or plants along the way,
indicating the direction taken. When
trails crossed or spurred otf from one
another, large stones were placed at
junctions with smaller ones indicating the
direction to be taken. The number of
days travel to the nearest water-hole or
the next Indian village might be indi-
cated by the number of sticks forced into

-To 1000 PALMS
VILLAGE
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Your Multi-Purpose ' Station Wagon

For Camping Fun at its Best!

• All-steel construction
• "No-sag" springs
• Poly foam with reinforced edging
• Washable vinyl cover

Included as standard equipment:
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Polyethylene water system. Completely free
of taste and unaffected by salt solution,
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Water Producing Survival Kit
NEW PROCESS PRODUCES 1 TO 2

QUARTS OF PURE WATER DAILY

IN DRIEST DESERT

A Reusable kit for Survival and a
Fascinating Experiment for the Young
Scientist. Easy to install and operate.

Send Check or Money Order plus 25c postage to:

DESERT MAGAZINE
Palm Desert, California 92260

California residents add 10c sales tax.

TILL
Complete
Kit $2.49

the ground, each stick representing a
day's foot travel.

The articles carried on the backs of
these early Indian traders were almost
endless. Among these were salt, marine
shells, pigments, paints, pine nuts and
tobacco. Added to these were obsidian
suited to the making of arrow heads, ele-
mental clays and pottery, and grasses and
fibres for basketry.

Early Spanish explorers were the first
to reduce these aboriginal routes to map
status. For Southern California, the Mo-
jave Trail is best known. It had its in-
ception near the present Mojave village
of Needles, the Santa Fe Railway station
on the west bank of the Colorado River.
There, today, descendants of this once
powerful Indian tribe still market their
crude wares.

From Needles the Mojave Trail first
pointed toward present Barstow, then to
the Cajon Pass from which its trade rela-

tions included the Gabrielino and the
Fernando people in their valleys. To the
north, one of its branches extended into
the rich Antelope Valley, once the home
of numerous tribal groups. From this
point its traders moved northward into
present Castaic Valley, then through the
Tehachapi Mountains and beyond. The
apparent extent of this primeval trade and
commerce, according to recent archeo-
logical findings, is almost beyond belief.

One of the most romantic Indian trails
of our great Southwest is that known as
"The Trail of the 57 Shrines." This set
of trails through desert canyons appears
to have been the work of thousands of
aboriginal feet. Their cluster now are to
be found only about 15 miles east of
Palm Springs. In total, this trail is only
about three miles long—no great distance
to travel. It takes its start at the spring
waters of Thousand Palms Oasis and ends
at Hidden Palms Oasis deep within its
own canyon walls.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Service

in the

Community's

Interest

CALIFORNIA
WATER & TELEPHONE
COMPANY l |§g)
A member of the General System

Palm Springs 324-1451 n Indio 347-2711

Twentynine Palms 367-2881

At the base of what is called Squaw
Hill is a curious circle of small stones,
fist size, about a yard in diameter. At
its center is a block of granite not more
than a foot in height. What could have
been the purpose of this monument or
fetish in terms of aboriginal life? Here
it lay, amidst its Phantom Hills, like a
gaunt skeleton of by-gone days. Was it
a resting place, a shrine where comely In-
dian maidens as water carriers gathered
to exchange the tribal gossip of the hour?
Who can say?

Nearby stands Bee Rock Mesa, a crest-
ed elevation which overlooks Coachella
Valley, a barrier to all who tried to pene-
trate those sacred parts. Here hard beaten
footpaths spread in every direction. But
one main passage dominates. Beside it
are strewn, at more or less regular dis-
tances and a few feet apart, clusters of
stones thrown together, some hip high.
By actual count, these number 57 heaps.
Hence the name, the Trail of the 57
Shrines.

As European whites early explored and
exploited the American wilds, almost in-
variably this was by way of old Indian
travel routes. This was true of the French
and the English in the colonial East as
it was of the Spanish in the South and
West.

When gold in quantity was discovered
in California, the image of our Far West
quickly changed. Like an avalanche, a
flood of population from all parts of the
world moved in to take possession of this
fabulous realm. The old Spanish cus-
toms, together with the more ancient
Indian traditions and knowledge of the
prehistoric Indian trails, faded from cur-
rent memory. A new day had dawned
for our West.

On March 31, 1853, the Congress of
the United States enacted legislation to
meet the need. Surveys for railways to
the West was the cry of the hour. The
East and West could thus be joined. To
put these surveys through, was entrusted
to the Federal War Department. And
this was promptly done. Within a year
one of these surveys was under way
through Coachella Valley, near the Trail
of the 57 Shrines.

Not far from the foot of Mt. San Gor-
gonio, the highest peak in Southern Cali-
fornia, the government's crew of sur-
veyors had this experience.

A group of Indians was seen moving
over this—one of the ancient trails of
their forefathers. A stalwart young man
led the party, bow and arrow in hand,
as of the long ago. "At the end of the
line," said the crew reporter, "an old In-
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On Bee Rock Mesa, this ancient Indian Trail of the 57 Shrines may still be seen today.

dian squaw followed, bearing the
burdens."

On seeing the whites, the Indians
stopped. In keeping with primitive hos-
pitality, the woman let her load down,
unrolled one of the larger packs which
was wrapped in a dusty cloth and spread
its contents before the whites. With a
gesture of welcome, they were invited to
eat.

Close by, carefully screened from
view, was an Indian village of 200 or
more natives. From it came forth nu-
merous Indians with melons, squash,
corn, native barley and various other
articles—evidently for trade. For such
as these engineers could stomach, they
exchanged portions of their own pork
and beans. But the jackrabbit meat, dried
desert tortoise, and grasshopper deli-
cacies—luscious though these might be
to Indian tongues, furnished no lure for

the whites. This scene took place in
California as late as 1856, little more
than a century ago.

What do these old Indian trails have
to do with our present day living ? Where-
ever we cast eye, routes taken by early
white traders, trappers, explorers, and
American empire builders followed In-
dian trails. And more, the paths later
taken by our roadways, railways, and even
airways followed these same routes. To-
day's continental United States has no
less than 3,000,000 miles of roadways
and 200,000 miles of railway trackage.
As for automobiles, we Americans drive
no less than 70,000,000 of them—all
colors, makes and models.

So who would want to go back to
aboriginal trail days? This is the story of
human progress. It is also the astonish-
ing story of an unexpected legacy con-
tributed by America's prehistoric man.D

Picture
Yourself

at CANYON
CLUB INN...

PALM SPRINGS' ONLY
HOTEL WITH ITS OWN
13 HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP

GOLF COURSE

...enjoying a round of golf on
7,000 challenging yards of undulat-
ing fairways and impeccable greens.

. . . relaxing at the colorful cabana
area after a refreshing dip in the
pool.

...luxuriating in the facilities of
the spa and health club.

. . . sipping cool pre-dinner cocktails
in the CANYON Lounge.

. . . savoring a superlative dinner in
the elegant L'Escoffier Room.

And having a Vacation Ball!

Meeting and Ballroom facili-
ties suitable for groups from
20 to 200.

2850 South Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Springs, California (714) 327-1181
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Antique bottle collectors note:

ARIZONA

CANYONS GRAND AND CANYONS HIDDEN
Grand Canyon is well known only to the rela-

tive few who descend the winding mule trails.
Oak Creek Canyon, on the other hand, has a
paved highway right through it. Sabino Canyon
and its waterfalls borders suburban Tucson. The
wild beauty of Salt River Canyon is familiar to
travelers on Highway 60. Bonita Canyon provides
an alluring entry to Chiricahua National Monu-
ment. Secluded canyons, such as Aravaipa in the
Galiuros Mts., and Palm Canyon in the Kofa Game
Refuge are among the many scenic surprises in
Amazing Arizona.

SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE
ARIZONA DEVELOPMENT BOARD, Dept. 2570
1500 W. Jefferson, Phoenix, Ariz. 85007

Coachella Valley's Ghost Town
By Phyllis Wight

; • * .

Berdoo Camp in 1936

^ STATE Zl P CODE
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IF YOU'RE the kind of person who
always has to find out what's at the

end of "that little road," you belong to
an ever-growing breed of weekend ex-
plorer who spends all free time on the
desert. Some prospect, some look for
purple bottles, others just look, but one
thing they have in common. They want
to know why the unexpected things they
inevitably find, are there.

Just such a place lies less than a dozen
miles from Indio. This isn't a hidden
spot—it's not possible to hide vast ce-
ment foundations with stairways leading
nowhere still intact. Rather, it's well on
the way to becoming an historic spot,
with a history reaching back some 30
years.

For those of you who haven't visited
this ghost town, take Highway 60 out
of Indio a mile and a half to Dillon
Road, follow Dillon seven miles and
turn right at the San Bernardino Can-
yon sign. Watch for a left turn a little
more than three miles up the Canyon.
After you turn, the road forks and you
will notice a chain across the right fork
which leads to what is left of the old
change house and warehouse, but the
road you will follow turns sharply to
the left, under the spot where the rail-
road trestle used to be. This winds
around and up a short hill, and, oddly
enough, this road is paved. There are

two small washouts here, but with rea-
sonable care a passenger car can detour
around the bad spots. When you have
reached the top and parked your vehicle,
you've arrived within easy walking dis-
tance of "Berdoo Camp."

Built when the Metropolitan Water
District was constructing the aqueduct to
carry water from the Colorado River to
Los Angeles, substantial buildings with
all possible conveniences were construct-
ed to accommodate the men who worked
the desert project.

Eight other camps were established in
Coachella Valley to facilitate the project
—Fargo Canyon, Yellow Canyon, Push-
awalla among them—but Berdoo Camp
was the largest and most costly. The sum
of $148,000 was spent to complete it.
Considering the low cost of construction
in the early '30s, that was a large sum
of money. There were more than 40
building.; plus necessary improvements—
even fire plugs on the hilltop!

Roads had to be provided prior to work
on the aqueduct itself. The building of
the first section of road, 35 miles along
the north side of Coachella Valley, be-
tween Garnet and Indio, was completed
in 1933. Each road built by the District
was planned to connect with state high-
ways, with paved branch roads to the divi-
sion camps and the aqueduct intakes.
Then stub roads were brought to the indi-
vidual contractor's camps to complete



the District road system. The original
roads were first prospector's trails, then
"scratch" roads built by the District.
Prior to that, the only State highway able
to serve any of the camps east of White-
water was old Highway 99 and its
branch from Coachella to Blythe, called
the Sunkist Trail. In addition to roads,
the District installed power lines, tele-
phone lines, and water lines with wells
and pumping equipment before construc-
tion could start.

It is evident that the roads in various
stages of construction were not too
smooth. An editorial in the old Coachella
Valley Submarine described a trip to visit
the Berdoo Camp, commenting that the
men would be glad to stay in camp once
they got there! Meanwhile, Coachella
and Indio merchants outdid themselves
trying to get business from the camps.
This same editor also stated that "Coa-
chella built a road into town from the
aqueduct while Indio argued as to how
to spend its money."

The buildings in Berdoo Camp were
of various types. The layout plan shows
different-sized dormitories—one to house
40 men, one for 28, several for 20, a
couple for eight and a number housing
only four. Again quoting the Report,

the District charged a little more for the
privilege of listening to fewer snores, as
the larger dormitories charged 20c per
day for lodging, and the cottages charged
25c and 35c!

A 9-room guest house was maintained
at the camp for use of visiting members
of the District organization and guests,
with $1 per person per night the rental
fee. A large mess hall served meals to
the men with hours according to the
shifts being worked. Nine meals a day
were not unusual. These meals cost each
man $1.15 per day. Each camp also
operated a commissary where toilet ar-
ticles, tobacco and cigarettes and so forth
could be purchased at small cost.

The Division Headquarters Office was
in a large building near the northern
boundary of the camp, at the edge of the
ravine. The superintendent's residence
was above and to the right of the office,
and there were other buildings used as
an auto repair shop, car shed, tool shed,
machine shop and general utility buildings.

One of the largest buildings, at the
upper end of the camp near the "U" turn,

a 27-bed hospital. While otherwas
camps had emergency first-aid stations,
the hospital was located at Berdoo Camp
where accident (and other) cases were

brought by ambulance. T. Sheridan
Carey, M.D., of Los Angeles, was sui-
geon-medical officer for this class A in-
dustrial hospital, with one assistant sur-
geon and 14 registered male nurses as
staff. The air-conditioned hospital was
equipped with a modern operating room,
X-ray plant, diet kitchen, general offices
and other modern facilities. Each em-
ployee was charged 5c per working day
for medical service. It was decided, as
the Coachella tunnels neared completion,
to expand the medical facilities at Ban-
ning. Accordingly, the Berdoo hospital
was closed in October '36 and all equip-
ment moved there.

The camp buildings were of frame,
sheeted with plaster wallboard outside
and insulating wallboard on the interior.
Each building was sprayed with light
brown lacquer, wired for electricity and
equipped with modern plumbing. They
were heated by gas radiators supplied
with gas piped from a liquid butane
plant; the dormitories were cooled in
summer by air forced through insulated
ducts from a centrally located plant
where coils were cooled by water cir-
culated from a cooling tower.

Although the roads were rough and
summer weather hot, the men didn't

it RAISES ...it LOWERS -it's HYDRAULIC!
The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the
camper top can be safely operated even by a small
child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top
is lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve.

The Alaskan Camper is quickly transformed from
its compact low silhouette on the road to roomy
walk-in living quarters. Drive safely at any speed
with minimum drag and sway. Moments later,enjoy

the comfort and convenience of a weathertight,
high ceiling, home away from home complete with
three burner stove, sink, cabinets, ice box, beds,
and many other luxury features. EVERY NEW
ALASKAN CAMPER CARRIES A WARRANTY.

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.

R,. D. HALL MFG. INC., 9847 Glenoaks Blvd., Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley),
California, Dept. D

CAMPERS, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle, Washington, Dept. D
PENNACAMP, INC., 401 West End Ave., Manheim, Penna., Dept. D
CANADIAN CAMPERS, 77 Pelham Ave., Toronto 9, Ontario, Canada, Dept. D

MOBILE LIVING PRODUCTS (B.C.) LTD., P.O. Box 548, Red Deer, Alberta, Dept. D
MOBILE LIVING PRODUCTS (B.C.) LTD., (Sales Office Only),

500 - 20th St., New Westminster, B.C., Dept. D
R. D. HALL MFG., INC., Texas Division,5761 Cullen Blvd., Houston, Texas, Dept. D
FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, 420 Denver Ave., Fort Lupton, Colorado, Dept. D
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Foreground foundation was four-man dormitory.

Above: Slab at left is believed to have been the hospital site. Below: Shift lunch inside
Berdoo Adit taken in 1933. Old-timers may recognize themselves. Some families came

and stayed.

suffer for want of entertainment. One
event was Indio's two-day Miner's Day
Celebration. Work on the tunnels was
suspended so the men might attend.
Along with boxing, sack races and so
on, a contest was held to determine the
best rock-drilling team (driller and
chuck-tender) from the various camps.
A prize of $1,000 was donated by Indio
business men. This contest involved two
blocks, one weighing 41 tons and the
other 37, with the idea being to drill a
hole completely through each of the
solid concrete blocks in the shortest
time possible. The winning team came
from the Wide Canyon Camp, with
Berdoo coming in second. The winning
time was 5 minutes, 42 seconds.

All entertainment wasn't so innocent
though. In May of 1934, Chief Sanford
of Indio inaugurated a general clean-up
of card rooms and saloons, where fre-
quent brawls proved upsetting to the
community. Some of the "hardrock"
men objected to this and made strong
comments through the newspapers about
the enforced "loss of recreation."

The placing of concrete in the Coa-
chella tunnels was finished on May 8,
1937, with the completion of the lining
of the east heading at Berdoo Camp. At
that time, passages were closed off in
the Yellow and Pushawalla tunnels with
heavy concrete plugs. At Fargo and
Berdoo, doors were set in the tunnel
lining and the passages (adits) were to
be maintained as entries to the tunnel
for inspection. In December of that
year, the Coachella Headquarters Office
was closed.

(Three of the tunnels have been in-
spected and re-opened to be used as air
raid shelters through an agreement be-
tween the Civil Defense office in Indio
and the Metropolitan Water District.)

While you consider the busy camp's
short history you can't help but speculate
upon what could be done with the slabs
of concrete still intact? On a large one
at the "topside" of the camp, wouldn't
it be fun to build your own Berdoo Camp,
enjoy the breeze in the evening, and
watch the lights come on over the valley?

A parody of a Julia Carney poem goes:

"Little drops of water
On little grains of sand,
Make a lot of difference
In the price of land."

Some day, no doubt, old Berdoo will
be awakened from her long rest by an
ambitious dreamer who will discover her
magnificent view when he innocently
follows a rainbow to "the end of that
little road." •
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[Diesel Land-Rover Favored By 10 Points]

(1) You can't stop a Diesel Land-Rover
by wetting its ignition system; because:
It hasn't got one.

(2) It gets 50% more miles to a gallon of fuel, at
least. (See 10.)

(3) Its fuel injection unit needs next to no mainte-
nance compared to the usual carburetor-distributor-
;;park plug complex.

(4) Its valves last longer. Less maintenance again.

(5) Because the injection unit has a governor it is
impossible to break the engine by over-revving it.

And for the same reason:

(6) With the throttle set it will hold a constant speed
over uneven ground.

(7) Diesels are also well behaved in traffic, because
of the constant speed characteristic and non-fade
idling.

(8) They run cooler.

(9) The exhaust emits less carbon monoxide, which
will interest you if you are public spirited or drive
indoors a lot.

(10) Last but not least diesel fuel costs less. This
on top of point number 2 is like adding income to
inheritance.

The Diesel Land-Rover comes in the familiar aluminum alloy and heavy box frame package, with
8 speeds forward, 2 reverse and 4-wheel drive. For further particulars see a dealer listed below or
write The Rover Motor Co. of N. America Ltd. 10889 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90024.

ARIZONA: Phoenix-Town and Country Chrysler Plymouth/P/-ejco?/-Mangerich Lincoln Mercury/Tucson-BiU Edel's Motors.
CALIFORNIA: Encino-Fr&nk Millard Sports Car, Inc./Pasadena-Peter Satori Co., Ltd./San Diego-British Motor Sales/ West Los
Angeles-Ted's Imported Cars. NEW MEXICO: AlamogordoIAlamo Motorsport, Inc. / A Ibuquerque-Durand Tractor & Equipment Co./
Go//«p-Navajo Motors, Inc./Ro.we//-Roswell Imported Cars/Truth or Consequences-Central Motors. TEXAS: Austin-Travis County
Equipment Co./ Corsicana-Navarro County Tractor Co. /Corpus C/imti'-Gunderland Marine Supply /Dallas-Precision Motors/£/ Paso—
Yaqui Motor Co.IHouston-D. B. Allison Co./San Antonio-The Torgerson Co./FictoWa-Go-Trac, Inc.



LOANS LOANS LOANS
We Have a Loan Tailored to Your Need

WE LEND ON
• Vacant Lots • Prime Units • Acreage
• Buildings to be Moved • Older Properties
• Industrial Areas • Trust Deeds

• Real Estate to Consolidate Debts •

ESCROWS INSURANCE
Sale • Loan • Business | FULL COVERAGE

PEARSON, SCOTT & CO.

LOAN CORRESPONDENT FOR NEW YORK UFE INSURANCE COMPANY
Indio, Riverside and Imperial Valley

HOME OFFICE
82530 Highway 111, Indio, California

Area Code 714, Diamond 7-2384

CALIFORNIA INLAND MORTGAGE COMPANY

The Family Vehicle Sor Year-Round Fun!
Exclusive Sliding Canopy Top

Only Pullman Camper features this exclusive and patented Canopy Top which adds 36 square
feet of area and can be completely enclosed with special fitted curtains. It takes only a
minute to unsnap the tension latches and roll out on rugged nylon rollers. Guaranteed not
to rattle. IN THE TREELESS DESERT AREAS WHERE SHADE MEANS LIFE YOU ARE SAFE AND

COMFORTABLE WITH THE PATENTED PULLMAN CANOPY.

Other Pullman Features
STRONG LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION. Tubular aluminum framework provides greater
strength yet reduces over-all weight and gas costs. Safety glass in all stationary windows.
LOADING MADE EASY. Extra-wide four-foot rear door.

SPACE SAVING. Door table cabinet provides storage space and doubles as table or work area.
CLEAN, DRY INTERIOR. Water-tight and dust proof Neoprene gaskets around all windows,
doors and underside.

Prices Start at Only $375.00
VISIT OUR MODERN PLANT AND SEE FOR YOURSELF, OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE TO

PULLMAN CAMPERS, DEPT. DM, 8211 PHLOX ST., DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE TOpaz 2-7968 or SPruce 3-5686.

By Den Galbraith

ALL LEGENDS have some basis.
With proper aging, they may even

be considered historical fact. Some-
times, if a person can get to the origin
of a tradition, he can puzzle out how and
why it started. Having known prospec-
tors and oldtimers who invented stories
on the spot, I have been inclined to dis-
believe many traditions of the Southwest.
Undoubtedly, many traditions have ori-
ginated around a campfire with a jug of
Taos Lightning.

For years I have heard or read about
lost ships on the desert, derelicts riding
the crests of sand dunes, phantom crews
at the helm. In most cases it is easy to
puncture holes in these tales and shoot
them out of the sky. Yet it seems a shame
to destroy a good legend with cold, hard,
cruel facts.

So my approach to the legend of the
lost ship has been to try and prove it
existed, rather than pooh-pooh the tale
as a phony. On January 17, 1871, the
Engineering and Mining Journal reprint-
ed a story from the Los Angeles News
in reference to this ship, or at least one
ship. This article said in part:
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LOST SHIPS OF THE DESERT

" . . . A short time since, one of these
saline lakes disappeared, and a party of
Indians reported the discovery of a 'big
ship,' left by the receding waters. A party
of Americans at once proceeded to the
spot, and found imbedded in the sands
the wreck of a large vessel. Nearly one-
third of the forward part of the ship, or
bark, is plainly visible. The stump of
the bowsprit remains, and portions of the
timbers of teak are perfect. The wreck
is located forty miles north of the San
Bernardino and Fort Yuma road, and
thirty miles west of Dos Palmos (prob-
ably should read Dos Palmas), a well-
known watering place in the desert. . ."

The hulk of this mysterious vessel
rested at a prominent point where it could
be viewed by travelers "on the high mesa
between Dos Palmas and Bitter Springs."
Unfortunately no details were given con-
cerning the name of the boat, its type,
size or make, or its exact location. While
we must wonder how big a "big boat"
might be, we can assume that it would
certainly be larger than any small craft,
such as a canoe or rowboat. Dos Palmas
and Bitter Springs cannot be pinpointed
precisely. Six miles east of Salton, a
point on the Southern Pacific Transcon-

tinental Line, Dos Palmas was a well-
known watering point for early travelers.
Old maps locate another Dos Palmas 14
miles southwest of Indio, but the only
Bitter Springs mentioned is in San Ber-
nardino County, several miles north of
Afton, and apparently too far north.

Now that we can verify that a boat
existed on the desert, we can consider
how it got there and why. It is only
natural to assume that it once sailed the
ancient Lake Cahuilla, which once filled
the Coachella and Imperial valleys. The
name for this ancient body of water was
proposed by Prof. William P. Blake,
after his visit in 1853 when he described
the past and then-present conditions of
that region.

Blake learned that the Indians of the
Coachella Valley had a distinct legend
concerning a great body of water. This
lake teemed with fish which formed a
substantial portion of the Cahuilla In-
dians diet. Asked when this lake existed,
the Indians put the event "as far back as
the lives of four or five very old men,"
say four or five centuries prior to 1853.
While the time element of the Indian's
tradition might be questioned, we can
find no fault with the legend itself. That

Photo by Bill Boyd

ancient shoreline has been preserved in
many places, rimming the desert from
Indio to Cerro Prieto. At numerous spots,
ancient beaches and wave-cut cliffs re-
main as clear-cut evidence.

Cahuilla was a fresh-water lake, al-
though at times its waters may have been
brackish. Myriads of shells can be found
on the fossil beaches and over the floor
of the desert, once overlain by the lake.
These shells are fresh-or brackish-water
mollusks, which are definitely associated
These shells are fresh or brackish-water
identical with those living in permanent
streams in the desert region.

Blake and subsequent geologists have
agreed that the water for the ancient lake
came from the Colorado River. Walter
Mendenhall described the events in U. S.
Geological Survey Water Supply Paper
225. In times past, the mouth of the
Colorado was at Yuma, about 60 miles
north of its present site. Tremendous
quantities of material carried by the
stream built up a wide-spread delta and,
during flood periods, the Colorado would
occasionally "jump" its regular channel,
wandering here and there in a haphazard,
braided pattern. At certain times the
stream channel would be built up until
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Flooded homestead near Five Headings, Imperial Valley, in summer of 1905.

it was actually higher than the land ad-
jacent to it. In this manner the delta gra-
dually grew to a positive area. During
years of heavy floods, Big Red would
alternately dump its waters into the Gulf
of California and the Salton Sink. Filling
of the sink and evaporation probably
went through numerous cycles, for numer-
ous shorelines can be observed.

But water running into the Salton Sink
isn't entirely ancient history. Several bad
floods between 1904 and 1907 defied
control and on occasions the Colorado
dumped its entire load into the Salton
Sink via two old channels, the Alamo
and New rivers. The Southern Pacific
Co. expended nearly $3,000,000 in bring-
ing the river under control. During this
episode, the lake in the Salton depression
grew rapidly and the S.P. had to build a
succession of "shoo-fly" tracks, each
higher than the last, in order to stay
above the encroaching waters and prevent
the interruption of traffic on its main
line.

A river raging unchecked is a fearsome
monster. The Colorado rampaged often,
carving great channels in the land. It

undercut great cliffs, dropping infinite
tons of rock in its path. In its fury it
carried house-sized boulders toward the
sea and giant trees bobbing like corks on
its surface.

We can easily picture Big Red jerking

some boat free of its moorings, washing
it downstream. If the fickle river sud-
denly changed its course and flowed into
the Salton Sink, it would finally deposit
the craft, partially filled with mud and
debris, along some ancient beach. Here
the boat might remain submerged for cen-
turies, or until evaporation finally ex-
posed it to view. Dozens of steamboats
and ferry boats operated along the Colo-
rado.

By stretching one's imagination, it is
conceivable that an unknown ship, in the
past, sailed up the Colorado and into
the Gila. Possibly waiting out a flood
period on the Colorado, the boat then
starts down the Colorado only to find it
entirely diverted into the Salton Sink.
Before the boat could retreat toward the
Gila, Big Red may have again changed
its course, running into the gulf, leaving
the boat landlocked. You may not be-
lieve that, yet you'll have to admit that
a boat got out into the desert of Califor-
nia somehow.

Above: New River cutting its banks near
Imperial in 1905. Below: Old Waterline

of Salton Sea near Figtree Johns.

All attempts to track down the legend-
ary lost ship have failed, except that a
second ship turned up, and it is a greater
mystery than the first. This story ap-
peared in the Golden Globe of August
18, 1894, sandwiched in between articles
on cranberry crops, female suffrage, a
man falling off his horse, the horrors of
women wearing slacks, and the formation
of a weed-extermination society to stamp
out the Russian thistle. The story is re-
lated by E. C. Traver, supposedly a well-
known prospector and civil engineer.

"One of the queerest and most surpris-
ing sights I ever saw in all my wanderings
over the wilds of this country," Traver
said, "was a newly constructed brig lying
on the floor of Death Valley. And it is
there yet, so that anybody can see it."

Traver had been prospecting on the
eastern side of the "Ground-on-Fire"
Valley for several weeks without success.
He decided to move to the vicinity of
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Mount Darwin, crossing the valley at the
upper end, at a point about 200 feet
below sea level. Suddenly he came upon
a boat. He didn't quite believe what he
saw. A boat? Out there in the middle
of the desert? Great balls of mud, he
thought, surely I've been sunstruck. He
couldn't belive it, yet there it sat, high
and d ry, all ready for a shakedown cruise.

Somewhat of a sailor himself, Traver
knew something of boats, or so he said.
This boat was constructed along modern
lines, and the timbers looked fresh. Tra-
vers estimated it to be a brig of about
400 tons. He climbed aboard and found
everything shipshape.

With night coming on, the prospector
decided to make camp near the boat.
As he prepared his meal, a man came
up and hello-ed him, introducing himself
as Frederick Evans. Traver invited him
to eat. He described Evans as "good
looking with gray hair and beard." The
fellow seemed sane enough. Evans lived
in a cave nearby. Naturally they talked
about the ship, which, as anyone can
understand, would make a dandy conver-
sation piece, situated, as it was, out there
in the middle of the desert.

Evans, he said, was a shipbuilder by
trade, and a California '49er. He had
given up his trade to prospect, lured on
by the fabulous tales of yellow metal.
Some years before, possibly in the '80s,
he was prospecting in the mountains of
the desert, when the Salton Sea began to
rise, undoubtedly one of the times when
the Colorado changed its course. Fred
had heard the stories about the large in-
land lake, and he decided the waters
would eventually reach Death Valley.
Since he had resources, he hired two men
to help in building the boat. When the
waters in the Salton Sea began to recede
again, he worked alone. Year after year,
he stayed in the vicinity, prospecting,
waiting for the the water to reach him.

When Traver left, Evans said, "When
the water rises I will be ready for it."

It would seem that either Evans was
ready for the booby hatch, or that Traver,
in his stint on the desert, spent a heat-
struck afternoon out there and the shim-
mering heat waves got to him.

In trying to solve the mystery of the
lost ship of the desert, I find that every
year or so, like flat worms, new lost ship
legends spring from old and always new
testimony is turning up. Probably if any-
one did find it, they'd keep both the
news and the loot to themselves, but if
ever one is found, there will still be the
others to stimulate the never-ending
search. •

COWBOY BOOTS

Located in "The Center" (across from the Desert Inn), The Moccasin Shop offers one of the largest
selections for foot comfort this side of anywhere. Moccasins with beautiful bead work, velvety-
soft imported deerskin, lugged rawhide, durable full-grain cowhide—some for riding, some for
flying, o\\ for just plain walking comfort. Look for us on your next desert trip.
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