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APRIL

PHOTO

CONTEST

WINNERS

WINTER IN FISH SLOUGH
Adele Reed
Bishop, California
Author Adele Reed while searching
for bottles in Inyo County, Califor-
nia, caught this unusual scene show-
ing yet another aspect of the desert.
DATA: Rolliemagic No. 2, Agfapan.

First Prize

PHOTO CONTEST RULES
1—Prints for monthly contests must be

black and white. 5x7 or larger, printed on
glossy paper.

2—Each photograph submitted should
be fully labeled as to subject, time and
place. Also technical data: camera, shut-
ter speed, hour of day, etc.

3—PRINTS WILL BE RETURNED ONLY
WHEN RETURN POSTAGE IS ENCLOSED.

4—All entries must be in the Desert
Magazine office by the 20th of the contest
month.

5—Contests are open to both amateur
and professional photographers.

6—FIRST PRIZE will be $15; SECOND
PRIZE, 8. For non-winning pictures accep-
ted for publication S3 each will be paid.
Although not part of the contest. Desert
is also interest in viewing 4x5 color trans-
parencies for possible front cover use. We
pay $25 per transparency.

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL Mel Lewis
Salt Lake City, Utah

No one knows who or why this cross was placed
in the hills north of the Escalante River in
Southern Utah. DATA: Rollieflex, Kodak Super
XX, light green filter, 1/100 at £22.

Second Prize
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"GEM CUTTING SHOP HELPS"
Contains All the Best Experience and Ideas
G(eaneJFrom !7 Years o/the
LAP.DARY JOURNAL This is the fastest

Contains
Everything
Any Rockhound
[yet Wanted To
Know ... All In
One Book!

240 PAGES
10 CHAPTERS
160 TITLES ON
EVERY PHASE OF
GEM CUTTING

$395
POSTPAID

IS4.11 IN CALIF.)

This book has been a sensational s e l l e r . . . over 16,500 copies sold in the
first three months after publication. Now in third printing. Contains com-
plete gem cutt ing instruction for everyone from the beginner to the more
advanced . . . ten chapters on GEM CUTTING INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGIN-
NER; SAWING; GRINDING: SANDING; POLISHING; DIAMOND TOOLS- DRILLING-
LAPPING; CABOCHON CUTTING; MAKING NOVELTIES; TREATMENT OF INDI-
VIDUAL GEMSTONES and GEMOLOGY FOR THE AMATEUR. HUNDREDS OF ILLUS-
TRATIONS AND DRAWINGS . . . HOW-TO-MAKE YOUR OWN EQUIPMENT.

F R E E : 4 8 - P A G E B O O K L I S T
The LAPIDARY JOURNAL BOOK DEPARTMENT carries
in stock over 170 gem and mineral, fossil, silvercraft
and trail guide books for all ages. Send for our BOOK
LIST . . . It's FREE!

VIhv not subscribe now " • " for 12 ISSUES

nrny nvt mt/jiiii/K nvw . . . in u s ond POSSESSIONS
INCLUDING BIG APRIL ROCKHOUND BUYERS GUIDE

WORLD'S
LARGEST

GEM
CUTTING

MAGAZINE
for

AMATEURS
ZIP CODE

92112
t . O. BOX 2 3 6 9 D

SAN DIEGO, CALIF.

Give an interesting gift

only |4.50 a year

Just Published . . .

Golden Checkerboard
by Ed Ainsworth

Amazing but true story of how the In-
dians of Palm Springs, once the nation's
poorest tribe, recently became America's
richest Indians after almost a century
of struggle to cut through the red tape
of bureaucracy and the mountain of in-
difference that denied them their heri-
tage. Though many persons tried and
failed over the years, one man's stubborn
efforts finally made it possible for Palm
Springs' Cahuilla Indians to put their
tribal lands to work for the benefit of
the tribe and the City of Palm Springs.
GOLDEN CHECKERBOARD is a his-
torically accurate report of the unique
solution to the problems that kept the
local Indians from their rights guaran-
teed them by a treaty signed by Presi-
dent U. S. Grant in 1876. This is the
first time the full story has been pub-
lished.

$6, plus 20c postage and packing
(California addresses add 24c tax)

Desert-Southwest, Inc., Publishers
P. O. Box 757

Palm Desert, California 92260

LOG OF A TWENTIETH
CENTURY COWBOY

By Daniel G. Moore

This cowboy's world is rich with
history of the West's last stand. Since
1913 he has worked cattle ranches in
New Mexico, Texas, South Dakota,
Montana, and, since 1921, hired out
to the "Wagon Rods" on the San
Pedro River in southern Arizona.
Here he tells about the great work-
ing ranches of the Southwest, what
has become of them, and where the
people are now who worked on them.
He writes about cattle brands, In-
dians, hard times and good times,
range wars, water holes, and trails of
the past. He lived in log cabins,
tents, bunk houses, wagons, and un-
der the stars. His language is vivid
when he tells of bronc stompers, big
grullos, waddies—words that have
meaning for cowboys.

Here is a smooth, easy-reading book
full of excitement and color. If you
<~are about Western Americana and
want a book that's different and fresh,
this is it. 217 pages, illustrated with
drawings, hardcover. $6.00.

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert,
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 4% sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

GEM CUTTING SHOP HELPS
Selected from the best of Lapidary
Journal

Here is the finest collection of ma-
terial ever assembled relative to gem
cutting. Edited by gem expert Hugh
Leiper, this 230-page paperback book
is packed with practical information
that starts with gem cutting for the
beginner and progresses through
sawing, grinding, sanding, polishing,
diamond drilling, cabachon cutting,
novelties, treatment of individual
gemstones, and gemology. The book
is explanatory enough to guide serious
amateurs, but chapters it contains
were prepared by professionals and
has something to enlighten anyone
interested in working with gems.
$3.95.

JACK MITCHELL, CAVEMAN

By Jack Mitchell

Dedicated to "Life, To those who
are living It and loving It, to those
who are seeking, and those who have
found their purpose for being a part
of It," this book, edited after his
death by his wife and two daughters,
is one of the truly fine autobio-
graphies to come out of the desert.

Driven by financial mis-adventures
into a state of depression bordering
on suicide, Jack Mitchell's wife, Ida,
ribbed him back to reality by point-
ing out that he couldn't very well
"blow out" what wasn't there to be-
gin with. With humor, love, and
hard work, they moved to a tent on
the desert and launched a new life.
The famous caverns on their pro-
perty provided a source of income,
once Jack explored them, cleared
trails to them, and himself construct-
ed a road from Essex. Ida helped with
the house they built of rock, with the
additional guest cottages that came
later, and cooked the meals that at-
tracted a steady stream of tourists to
their isolated holdings.

Here they pioneered for 20 years
through cloudbursts, sandstorms,
World War II, and poverty that
makes you want to cry with admira-
tion for their ingenuity and indepen-
dence. The story relates Mitchell's
excitement in discovering and ex-
ploring his famous caverns, one con-
sidered the deepest in the world.

A book to be enjoyed by all adven-
turers, cavers and desert dwellers,
Jack Mitchell tells his story with
simplicity and sincerity. Paperback,
164 pages, illustrated with photo-
graphs. $2.50.

HOME IS THE DESERT

By Ann Woodin

Described on the cover as "a wo-
man's life with four sons, a hundred
animals and the brilliant desert of
the American Southwest," Ann Woo-
din's first book is much more than
this resume. Married to the director
of the famous Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum near Tucson, Arizona, the
author leads a fascinating—or terri-
fying, depending upon your own
way of life—existence.

On the physical side she lives with
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her collecting husband, four collec-
ing sons, snakes, coyotes, bobcats,
lizards, peccaries, tarantulas and an
occasional alligator, all of whom
seem to think they are part of the
family and thus have a perfect right
to make themselves comfortable in
any room in the house.

With great wit and humor, which
could only be developed through the
years of coping with her unusual
husband, Mrs. Woodin's anecdotes
are hilarious, especially the one about
Sammy, the pet coyote that Bill
Woodin had to teach how to yap
properly so the wild coyotes wouldn't
ridicule him. The anecdotes are tied
together with informative comments
and facts on desert life.

But Mrs. Woodin has done more
than present the physical side. She
has captured the spirit of the desert
in beautiful prose.

Profusely illustrated with excellent
photographs and with an introduc-
tion by Joseph Wood Krutch, the
247-page hardcover book is $5.95.

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
SOUTHWEST
Edited by William Burns

Here is a book issued several years
ago that is now available in paper-
back. Large format, 141 pages, and
containing a number of superb full-
color photographs, as well as excel-
lent black and whites, it is such a
fine desert reference book, and such
a bargain, that we wish to bring it
to the attention of DESERT readers.
With material assembled and super-
vised by the famous Arizona-Sonora
Museum, it covers the geology and
scenic splendor of the Southwest, its
trees, flowers, shrubs, reptiles, birds
and mammals. Printed on the same
heavy paper as the more expensive
original, the only change is in the
cover and price. This is a book you
will refer to again and again and
that will be of interest to schoolage
children as well as adults. §1.95.

CALIFORNIA

GHOST TOWN GUIDE
New guide to over 100 California ghost towns
Unique and authentic guide to over 100
ghost towns in California's deserts and moun-
tains with complete directions on how to
reach them. Shows you the way to little-
known and intrigue-filled towns that provide
hours of interest for those seeking buried
treasures, old guns, western relics, purple
bottles aged by the sun, and antique objects.

Satisfaction guaranteed or money back.

Order Now! Only $1.95
A. L. ABBOTT

Dept. D-14
1513 West Romneya Drive — Anaheim, Calif.

SPICE YDUR
SPANISH WITH

DICHDS
By Ricardo Castillo

"Dichos" are the pungent Spanish
proverbs which add so much color
and logic to the conversation and
thinking of our Mexican neighbors.

"Cuanda joven de ilusiones, cuan-
do viejo de recuerdos"

When young, a man is full of
dreams; when old, they are mem-
ories.

"Cuando Dios da, da a manos
llenas."

When God gives. He gives a hand-
ful.

"Cuchillito de palo, no corta pero
incomoda."

A wooden knife doesn't cut, but
it bothers.

"No se puede chiflar y beber<
agua."

You can't whistle and drink water
at the same time.

"Caras vemos, corazones no sa-
bemos."

Faces we can judge, but hearts
we cannot.

AUTHORS!
If you have completed a book-length manu-
script, you may be interested in our special
publishing plan. Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teachers, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work pub-
lished, promoted and marketed on a digni-
fied, professional basis. All subjects con-
sidered — non-fiction, fiction, poetry, etc.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated bro-
chure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS, INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1, N.Y.

In Calif.: 6233 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W.

. . . A PERFECT GIFT

GHOST TOWNS
AND GOLD

LEARN ABOUT THE COLORFUL GHOST
TOWNS OF THE WEST - DIRECTORY CON-
TAINS INFORMATION ON OVER 340 GHOST
TOWNS FEATURING PICTURES, MAPS, PLUS
INSTRUCTIONS ON PANNING GOLD.

PRICE: $1.00
WRITE TO:

PIERCE PUBLISHING COMPANY
DEPARTMENT R

BOX 5221
ABILENE, TEXAS

recommends these books about

lost mines and treasure
THE DESERT IS YOURS by Erie Stanley Gardner.
In his latest book on the desert areas of the
West, the author again takes his reader with
him as he uses every means of transportation to
explore the wilderness areas and sift the facts
and rumors about such famous legends as the
Lost Arch, Lost Dutchman and Lost Dutch Oven
mines. 256 pages, illustrated. Hard cover. $7.50.

LOST MINES AND HIDDEN TREASURES by Le-
land Lovelace. Authoritative and exact accounts
give locations and fascinating data about a lost
lake of gold in California, buried Aztec ingot
in Arizona, kegs of coins, and all sorts of excit-
ing booty for treasure seekers. Hardcover, $4.00.

TREASURE OF THE SANGRE DE CRISTOS by Ar-
thur L. Campa. Illustrated by Joe Beeler. Tales
cf lost mines stacked with golden bars, mule
loads of silver cached away in outlaw hordes
and Jesuit buried treasures are recounted with
maps, legend, lore and fact. A new challenge
for lost mine hunters of the Southwest. Hard-
ccver. 223 pages, $5.95.

TRAILS OF THE ROCKIES by Perry Eberhart.
Fascinating and thorough, with more than 120
stories of lost mines and treasures. Maps and
photos. $5.00.

SHEEPHERDER'S GOLD by Temple H. Cornelius.
Lest gold in Colorado. One of the best. $4.50.

SOME WESTERN TREASURE TRAILS by Jesse E.
Rasco. Paperback limited to 1000 copies. Lost
mines, meteorites, and treasures of six South-
western states and Sonora. $2.00.

LOST DESERT BONANZAS by Eugene Conrotto,
Brief resumes of lost mine articles printed in
back issues of DESERT Magazine, by a former
editor. Hardcover, 278 pages. $6.75.

GHOST GOLD by Oren Arnold. The complete
story of Superstition Mountain and the famous
Lost Dutchman mine. Hardcover, $1.95.

LOST MINES OF DEATH VALLEY by Harold O.
Weight. The first authentic history of Brey-
fogle's gold in addition to other legendary lost
mines in Death Valley by one of DESERT'S best
lost mine writers. Paperback. $2.00.

LOST MINES OF OLD ARIZONA by Harold
Weight. Covers the Lost Jabonero, lost mines
of the Trigos, Buried Gold of Bicuner and others
of southwestern Arizona. Paperback, $2.00.

Order from:
DESERT Magazine Book Department

Palm Desert, California 92260
Include 25c for postage and handling.
California residents add 4% sales tax.

DESERT BINDERS
Keep your Desert Magazines for
years as a reference and guide to
future trips. Special 12-issue bind-
ers only $3.50 (inc. tax & postage)

DESERT MAGAZINE
Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

Give an interesting gift
Give DESERT

only $4.50 a year
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SCENIC TOURS
HISTORIC MINING AND

GHOST TOWNS OF
OWENS VALLEY

LONE PINE, CALIF.
TRIP ONE 11 Hours

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
$22.50 person, minimum 3 fares

TRIP TWO 5 Hours
Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday, Sunday

$12.50 person, minimum 3 fares.

TRIP THREE 5 Hours
Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday, Sunday

$8.50 person, minimum 3 fares.

Special Rates to groups of 15 or
more on all trips.

Charter Service Available

Write for detailed information on
these and other trips

CHUCK AND EVA WHITNEY
Owners

Phone: TRipoly 6-345T or TRipoly 6-2281
P. O. Box 327

LONE PINE, CALIFORNIA

Grand Canyon
River Trips

* * * *
Operators of ALL

Wild Rivers in the West

30 Years Experience

* * * *

Write to:

HATCH RIVER
EXPEDITIONS, INC

1278 DRIGGS AVE.,
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

or

411 E. SECOND NORTH
VERNAL, UTAH

Providence, U.S.A.

I N THE YEAR 1929 Jack Mitchell
wandered into the Providence Moun-
tains of Southern California in search
of gold. He found no gold, only bats.
But the bats flew out of caverns in
the twilight and it was these caverns,
explored and brought to public at-
tention by Mitchell, that acquired the
status of a State Park in 1959.

Intriguing stories of weird sights
and adventure have been told of the
Providence Mountains. We set out
one recent weekend to discover for
ourselves if they had any basis in
fact.

Following U.S. Highway 66, we
turned off onto the Mitchell Cavern
road at Essex and continued up the
side of one of the highest peaks in
the range. At a paved picnic and
camping ground we stopped for
lunch and to enjoy the vast pano-
ramic view. Looking east, it was pos-
sible to see the Black Mountains of
Arizona, a range approximately 85 air
miles from where we stood. North

was the table-topped Wild Horse
Mesa, covered with its lovely cloth of
red rhyolite. Directly below lay the
mysterious Clipper and Fenner val-
leys where many prospectors perished
in the days of a gold stampede.

Park Headquarters now occupy the
old home of Jack Mitchell and his
wife. As a ranger led us along the
trail to the caverns, we passed several
cave entrances closed to the public.
Not all of these join on the inside,
we were told. Chemehuevi Indians
once used them for storing pine nuts,
but superstition prevented them from
exploring the depths. That had to
wait for the white man.

These caverns are not wired for
electricity, so visitors are provided
with flashlights—which adds to the
excitement. As the air grew cool and
our voices sounded strangely subter-
ranean, our torches highlighted
stalactites and stalagmites. It was a
weird world, alright — just as we'd
heard. Squeezing through narrow

r r r f T •& : m

Ruins at Providence are worth exploring
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by Barbara Peterson

passages amid sculpture erected by
Nature some 225 million years ago,
we marveled at the courage displayed
by Jack Mitchell in blazing this
spooky trail.

In addition to the
the public, there is
Cave of the Winding
perienced spelunkers
proper preparations
permission obtained
cials.

cavern open to
another called

Stairs which ex-
may explore if
are made and;
from park offi-'

ore car. Broken pottery and china
pave the grounds of rickety resi-
dences—some originally shipped from
England to provide refinement to the
rough camp.

Above the townsite is the main
shaft of the Bonanza King. Approxi-
mately 20 feet from the entrance the
dirt had fallen away to reveal an
unbelievable sight. At first glance
it resembles a gigantic plumbing sys-
tem. But this one was installed by
Nature, not man. Its "pipes" appear
to be of solid granite, but when we
dropped stones through their net-
work, ricochets continued almost in-
terminably. Could this be an exten-
sion of some still unexplored cavern
in the Providences?

Exploring a gorge west of town, we
were rewarded with geodes and
apache tears and desert flora pre-
sented treasures for the senses. Yes,
everything we'd heard about the
Providences was true — adventure,
mystery, treasure and beauty. The
only thing wrong with our trip was
the time. It wasn't enough! / / /

From the caverns, the rangers direc-
ted us to the ex-town of Providence,
frequented today only by bottle hun-
ters and ghost town chasers. At its
peak, this community boasted of
3000 citizens, all supported by the
great Bonanza King Mine. In its cen-
ter stands the shambles of a large
mercantile building, but the only dis-
play these days is an empty, well-used

Explore the West
at its best in an
AVION Travel Trailer

ind new fun at unspoiled spots in a
go-anywhere Avion. This travel trailer
ikes to tame back trails. Its riveted

aluminum construction is tough,
eatherlight and Lifetime Guaranteed.
highest rated by test reports.

nside, enjoy deluxe accommodations:
lot and cold running water, heat,
ights, complete kitchen, modern bath.
Vlany self-contained conveniences
available.

hoose from 5
models — family-
engineered bj>
America's travel
vehicle specialists. Write for travel

trailer catalog " D "

NEW A vion Camper Coach

World's lightweight champion camper for
easier hauling, better gas mileage. Same Avion
quality construction and superior features.
Completely self-contained. For those who
appreciate the finest.

Send for camper
coach catalog "D 2"

T R A V E L Askaboutourexclusive Travelcade
Club program. Fun, fellowship and

B O N U S adventure for Avion owners.

Mitchell's Caverns are now in a
State Park.

SAN JACIIMTO, CALIFORNIA

BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN
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YOUR OWN ARCTIC
EXPEDITION !

No one, who has not experienced it, can
really appreciate the wondrous Arctic mid-
summer days and nights.
For 1025 miles down the magnificent Mac-
kenzie River—plus 310 water miles across
the Arctic Circle—in JUL.-AUG. 1964—we
generally wore the same type clothing one
uses in the mild So. Cal. winter climate. We
were shooting Kodachromes in the Eskimo
village of Tuk-to-yak-tuk, and while flying
over miles and miles of ice floes, in shirt
sleeve weather at 68 F.
Bring your own boat.
Bring your own family.
Bring your own everything.
We will guide you for 32 days, 1025 miles,
per family boat, for $100.
This is a private venture—our first flotilla
run in 27 years—but, with special encour-
agement and assistance from the Canadian
Government.

Come, join one of the boating trips of your
lifetime. You may also join as an "Al l-
expense" guest for $850, no U.S. tax.

Larabee and Aleson
Western River Tours

TEASDALE, UTAH

MOVING?
SO YOU WILL NOT MISS AN ISSUE
NOTIFY US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

There is a change of address form
in your current

This year discover
THE DIFFERENT WORLD OF

If you like variety, you'll love
Utah, where you'll find majestic
mountains, trout-loaded streams
and lakes, rainbows of color in
the Red Rock Country and land-
marks of history in every city.

Plan your Utah trip with the aid of
a FREE Utah Vacation Guide and
road map. Write today! Send your
name and address to:

Department 103
Utah Tourist Council
Council Hall, State Capitol

, Salt Lake City, Utah
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LUDICROUS COMIC when
earthbound, an unsurpassed monarch
in the skies, this is but one of the
paradoxes of the California Condor,
that aloof, lonely, seldom-seen bird,
fighting the most desperate battle for
survival of any of America's vanish-
ing species of wildlife.

A recent sighting of a flight of 11
young condors by fire-guard person-
nel has given hope that these gigantic
birds, relics of a prehistoric past, may
be winning their battle. How far the
victory may go remains a question,
depending largely upon how far man,
the condor's sole natural enemy, is
able to assist in the struggle.

Best estimates indicated that not
more than 60 of these giant birds re-
main within their two remote, care-
fully guarded sanctuaries in Santa
Barbara and Ventura Counties in
Southern California. Rarity is not
the condor's sole claim to fame. Their
size: weight up to 25 pounds, and a
wingspread of 10 feet makes them
the largest land bird on the North

American continent. Measured by
wingspread, rather than body weight,
they outclass their cousins, the heav-
ier-bodied South American condors,
as the largest flying birds in the
world.

Despite its gigantic wingspread, the
California Condor is not actually a
flying bird. Rather, it relies upon an
ability to shift the air currents which
carry it aloft. A mature condor has
been observed to soar for almost an
hour, twisting and turning, raising
and lowering, with only once or twice
flapping its wings.

Observed at close hand, the con-
dor takes no beauty crown. A close
relative of the vulture, the adult
bird possesses a naked, orangish-red
head and neck, baleful red-rimmed
eyes, dusty black plumage with white
wing underlinings, and grotesque
turkey-like feet. After gorging him-
self on a meal, his crop becomes so
distended that a pouch of scarlet pro-
tudes from the breast feathers.
When running in awkward, pigeon-



toed strides, his wings flapping clum-
sily, he makes a ludicrous sight, but
once airborne, soaring in the currents
that are his birthright, he is unsur-
passed for grace.

His ancestors existed in prehistoric
times, as proven by the recovery of
fossil remains from the La Brea Tar
Pits in Los Angeles—fossils aptly and
picturesquely labeled "tera tornis in-
credibilis." But, after surviving the
tests of centuries, man and civiliza-
tion proved his nemesis. By 1849 and
the California Gold Rush, the gargan-
tuan birds still existed in numerous
quantity, but it was discovered that
their huge, hollow quills made fine
receptacles for gold dust. For this,
thousands were slaughtered, plus
thousands more by trigger - happy
miners. Compounding the slaughter,
cowboys made a sport of roping the
birds when they were so heavy from
gorging themselves that they couldn't
get into the air. Then, cattle and
sheep men, ignorant of the fact con-
dors were scavengers rather than pre-
dators, waged further war on them
in the mistaken belief that they car-
ried off young livestock. Extinction
was almost complete by the turn of
the century when collectors went
forth to secure mounted specimens
and eggs for museums. Finally, in
1913, laws were passed protecting the
condor against hunter and collector
alike.

These laws of protection were
scant aid. Nature herself seems to
have ill-equipped the condor for sur-
vival. Their normal diet is game
which has died of natural causes.
Gradually the condor was forced into
remote, inaccessible regions where
game, dying in overgrown chaparral,
was inaccessible for them. Like our
modern jets, condors require a long
runway for take-off. Forty feet is
often needed for their clumsy, flap-
ping struggle to lift into the air. For
this reason, they require a rocky,
craggy habitat where food lies in the
open; when they can step from high
perches into the air currents that
carry them aloft.

In addition, the condor's own mon-
ogamous mating habits have not help-
ed. It is believed the birds do not
mate until at least five years of age,
and then usually for life. An adult
pair produces but a single greenish-
white egg every other year. This is
laid in a dusty pothole, small cave
or other natural declevity high in the
rocks. The parents alternate in sit-
ting on the egg for the 42-day incu-
bation period and share in the feed-
ing of the fledgling, which requires a
minimum of at least seven months
of parental attention to reach air-

borne maturity. Even ihcn, the
young bird's flying ability remains
clumsy for some time.

Young condors, whose first wing
quills are acquired three months
after hatching, have a dark gray head
and neck and lack the white wing
linings of the adult. Gradually, over
a five-year period, they take on the
adult plumage and not until then
do they reach mating age.

Within the last decade, realizing
mere protection was not enough,
wildlife and forestry officials and1

members of the Audubon Society
worked together in securing the pre-
sent sanctuary of some 35,000 rugged
acres in the Los Padres National
Forest of Santa Barbara and Ventura
Counties for the last stand of this
vanishing bird.

Here in isolated crags they have
their nesting and roosting area.
Waterfalls and rain-fed potholes fur-
nish their drinking water. Here they
dip their curved beaks to take a sip,
lift their heads to swallow, red eyes
in constant, wary appraisal of their
surroundings. Here they bathe,
some content with merely wading
into the deeper pools, others more
energetic, shoveling water over their
back with great dipping motions of
their wings.

As ugly as the infant condor may
be to human eyes, he must be un-
believably beautiful to his parents
in view of the slavish hours devoted
to his upbringing. In the adults
there is no notable difference in the
plumage of the male and female. In
the mating season, the male performs
a clumsy courtship dance, waddling
and weaving from side to side, wings
partially spread and head and neck
arched coyly toward his breast.

Though the sanctuary provides
adequate nesting, drinking and court-
ship areas, its 35,000 acres does not
provide the necesary food. As a result,
much of the condor's feeding is done
within their 200-mile soaring range
outside the sanctuary.

Cattlemen, once their foe, have
become their staunchest friends and
leave the carcasses of cattle lying in
open areas adjacent to the sanctuary
unmolested for the condors. These
cattle carcasses comprise their prin-
cipal source of food.

The recent sighting of the eleven
young condors gives hope that the
flock is increasing. It had generally
been believed that only some five or
six young were being produced a year,
about equal to the number of adult
birds that die. But if the condors
are on the increase, will a larger
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flock be able to find food?

Meanwhile, roosting at night on
his high perch, bare neck shrunk into
a protective ruff of feathers, waiting
lor dawn with its warming sunlight
and awakening breezes to carry him
aloft, the condor lives much as he
has lor thousands of years. Since the
day of the saber-toothed tiger and
giant sloth, he has survived. Now
his fate is up to man! / / /
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Desert HOLDS SECRET OF HEALTHY HEART by I. Aizic Sechter

I F YOU WANT a good heart, go
to the desert!" That's a conclusion
reached by several Israeli doctors.
"And if you can't go to the desert,"
they advise, "at least heed the diet of
desert dwellers."

A group of Israeli scientists have
been studying the life and diets of
a tribe of semi-nomadic desert dwel-
lers, the Bedouins. Only one case of
coronary thrombosis was found
among 510 Bedouin men 30 years
and older. This finding confirms the
clinical impression of doctors who
practice among the Bedouins, that
coronary heart disease is conspicu-
ously rare among Israeli Bedouins.

The examination of the nutrition
of the Bedouins was conducted by
Professor Joannes Juda Groen and
Professor Fritz Drey fuss of the Had-
assah-Hebrew University Medical
Center, with the cooperation of bio-
chemist, Dr. E. Yaron and Dieticians
Mr. Miriam Balough and Mina Levy.
Results revealed that the blood cho-
lesterol of the Bedouins falls con-
siderably below that considered nor-
mal in modern Western populations.

There wasn't even a significant in-
crease in the blood cholesterol of
men over the age of 30. It seems,
therefore, that blood cholesterol
doesn't increase automatically with
aging, but is probably related to di-
etary habits.

These semi-nomadic tribes rely on
good rain years to provide them with
their main staple of grains, mostly
barley, which they store in anticipa-
tion of drought; they also graze
sheep, goats, camels and some cows
on sparse desert plants. They num-
ber about 18,000 and live in Israel's
southern Negev desert.

The Bedouins don't know what
cooking means. Like those of Ameri-
can Indians, their kitchen utensils
are simple, primitive, and easily
transported when camps are moved.
Their food is monotonous; even
holiday dishes rarely vary. A type of
unleavened bread that looks and
tastes like crackers is called "rarif"
and is the main food of Bedouin
tribes, no matter how rich or poor.

The second portion of their diet is
liquid—a sour milk they call "afik."
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It is milk which has been obtained
from sheep, goats, camels and occa-
sionally asses. The milk of camels
is considered most nutritious of all.
By allowing the milk to sour, they
are doing a good thing biologically,
as typhoid and other harmful bacilli
cannot survive in sour milk. Fat is
removed to make "samneh," a kind
of sour butter which is either drunk
or boiled with salt to make hard
cheese.

This diet may not sound attrac-
tive to the average American, espe-
cially when accompanied by the fol-
lowing "don'ts" which the Bedouins
observe. They don't drink alcohol,
except for an occasional beer. They
eat meat only when entertaining
guests. Then they display a pro-
digious hospitality by slaughtering
a sheep or lamb and consuming the
entire animal at one meal. On an
average, meat is eaten about once a
month. Most families eat chicken
more often. They hardly touch vege-
tables, fruit and eggs and many have
never seen a fish.

All this adds up to the fact that
the Bedouins of both sexes have low
body weights and thin layers of
subcutaneous fat. This is a great
advantage in bearing the heat of
the desert, as heat is dissipated more
easily by thin people.

So, if you really want to "live" in
the desert, you'd better learn to eat
like a nomad. You won't have to
vary the menu or worry about wash-
ing dishes. Your only problem will be
in finding a camel to milk! / / /
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GOLD NUGGETS MADE TO ORDER
8Y SAM HICKS

Above: David Hurtado examines nug-
get purchased from novelty store.
Below: He's surprised to find it

plated with real gold.

1 HROUGHOUT THE S i e r r a
Madre of Mexico gold is used daily
in business transactions. Chinipas,
Trigo Moreno, Moris, Santa Maria,
Pilar and La Cienega are names of
but a few of the active hard rock
mines scattered along the eroded
western slope of the Mother Moun-
tains. In Pilar and La Cienega there
is still more gold used in trade today
than there is money.

Prospectors are still panning and
sluicing gold in the main Mulatos
River, and they are slowly extracting
tiny quantities of it from tributaries
of the Rios Yaqui and Mayo. Jobs
are as scarce in this mountain region
as gold is precious, and when beans
and tortillas are few, versatile Mexi-
can workers head for the hills and
streams with picks and shovels and
their gold pans—usually large, mis-
shapen wooden bowls called bateas.

An offshoot of the prevalent up-
surge in Mexico's general economy
is the desire of tourists, chiefly Mexi-
can but some are American, to pur-
chase raw gold from prospectors fresh
in from the mountains and display
evidence of their success in the
form of shiny nuggets. The tourists,
upon their return to the cities, then
have their gold fashioned into spe-
cialty items such as charms for brace-
lets.

The increasing demand and local
bartering for gold in Mexico has
raised the price of it considerably
and has resulted in the practice, by
certain prospectors and gold dealers,
of making a little gold go a long way.
None of the methods presently used
in Mexico for selling gold-plated
rocks or coated chunks of bronze and
lead are either new or different. They
are noticed mostly because gold is

still a medium of exchange in these
parts and, although it is by no means
plentiful, the widespread knowledge
of its existence tends to attract un-
educated buyers. So, with these
thoughts in mind, some prospectors
have elected to use deception in
order to increase the pitiful volume
of gold dust for which they have
worked so hard.

When the sand and gravel has
been separated from the values and
expertly sluiced over the edge of the
bowl, the placer miner cuts tiny slices
of lead from the nose of a bullet into
I he wisp of gold remaining in the
pan. He next removes the gold and
lead from the pan with quicksilver,
and after several similar operations,
squeezes the mineral-laden mercury
through a tough cotton rag. The
quicksilver retrieved in the wringing-
out process is returned to the miner's
flask, but the twisting, squeezing and
tapping of the amalgam continues
long after the last shiny bead of
quicksilver has emerged from the
taut fabric. Finally, when the amal-
gam cannot be further concentrated
through pressure alone, the rag is
tied off to prevent it from untwisting
and the bundle is placed in the hot
coals of an open fire. As the rag
burns from the button, the amalgam
can be seen to glow a cherry red. By
this time the lead and gold are fused
sufficiently well that the lead cannot
be detected by sight.

Hardrock miners who separate
their gold through primitive milling
processes such as arrastras, are also
now inclined to spread the net value
of their product over as large an
area as they deem expedient before
marketing it. These men rarely have
the necessary facilities needed for

A button of real placer gold panned from
the Mulatas River of Sonora.

Imitation, gold plated coarse rocks may also
be purchased.
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go}d-pfoting at their mines. So, after
collecting a few pure gold buttons,
they set out for the nearest friendly
goldsmith who would just as soon do
custom work for miners as he would
for tourists.

The miner shows the craftsman
his gold, then places an order for
the number of nuggets he wishes.
The customer specifies whether the
base should be rock, bronze or lead
and also determines whether his
nuggets should be "solid gold" or
decorated artistically with a few
fragments of white quartz. In the
goldsmith's shop there is a variety
of choices open to the miner with
regard to the shape and size of the
nuggets he desires. Expediency must
be used in determining the thickness
of the pure gold plating to be applied
to the rocks or base metals used for
the cores.

Rough rocks, when properly plated,
make the prettiest nuggets of all
but the problem of insufficient
weight is always present and they are
sometimes hard to sell. Lead and
bronze therefore are more popular
with nugget makers.

A prior knowledge of the prospec-
tive buyer is an important factor
when ordering custom made nug-
gets. On the scratch test will the
tourist cut deep enough to expose
the rock? Or will he be happy with
a perfunctory acid test which cannot
penetrate an expert job of plating.

David Hurtado of Yecora, Sonora,
Mexico, has been closely associated
with mining people in the Sierra
Madre all his life. He and his father
were ranchers, but they specialized

for many years in moving heavy min-
ing and milling equipment with a
string a pack mules into rough coun-
try.

On one of the Hurtado's contracts,
David and his father carried 16 tons
of mining cars, rails, heavy flywheels
and axles and journals a distance of
90 miles to the La Moneda mine.
On each of their return trips from
the mountains to the railroad, each
mule in their string carried 300
pounds of ore. As a result of David
growing up and working with min-
ing men most of his life, he developed
an uncanny ability to accurately
judge the value of most ore at a
glance. At one time David lived with
the Pima Indians who placer mine the
Yecora and Mulatos Rivers for the
only income they ever know other
than receiving a few staple foods in
exchange for the hats they weave
during certain seasons of the year. In
short, David knows mining in Mex-
ico and all the tricks that have yet
been devised to sell gold for more
than it is worth.

According to him, the village store-
keepers who daily exchange goods
for gold, and the professional dealers,
now follow a strict set of rules in
buying chunk gold.

Whenever nuggets or amalgam
buttons are spread before them, they
quickly cut every one in half with a
heavy belt knife. Frequently it's
necessary to use a hammer to tap the
blade through the pieces of gold, but
in every instance the nuggets, or but-
tons, are split in two. The gold is
then placed in a glass container of
nitric acid and the seller waits, some-

Finest Camper Ever Made!

MACDONALD
'Ktt

JUST A FEW HOURS with simple hand
tools and you'll own the finest camper
of its class! Everything is supplied
with easy to follow instructions . . .
anyone can assemble it!

FACTORY ASSEMBLED CAMPERS AVAILABLE

LOOK AT THESE AMAZING FEATURES:

Welded Steel Tubing Frame • Extra
targe Windows • targe Rear Door
with Door Support, Chrome tock •
Durable Chrome Hardware • Extra
Heavy Scored Aluminum for Extra
Strength • Complete Unit, Extra
light • All Screws, Bolts, Molding.

COUPON NOWI • • § • • « •

MACDONALD CAMPER KIT CO. Gl 2-5301, CU 3-5201
11015 E. Rush St., El Monte

Please send me free information and brochure on
the Camper Kit. DM 2

NAME -

ADDRESS

CITY ZONE..PHONE

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
•

times nervously, while the buyer ob-
serves signs of corrosive action, if
any, on the gold. If the gold is good,
the few impurities exposed by cutting
it are rapidly consumed and the
strings of tiny bubbles stop rising
to the surface. If it has been tam-
pered with, or loaded, the buyer in-
vites the seller to either stick around
until the acid stops bubbling or come
back the following day when a deal
for the remaining gold can be made.

In the gold trade of the Sierra
Madre the thin shells of plating
which remain, after nitric acid has
eaten away the worthless center cores,
occur so regularly that they are dub-
bed by dealers as "peanut shells."
No one becomes angry when a col-
lection of beautiful nuggets are trans-
formed into "peanut shells" during
a business deal. Instead, the parties
involved shrug their shoulders, drink
a cerveza and laughingly remark that
selling gold is a lot like being in love,
or at being at war.

Beautiful nuggets of all sizes, pit-
ted and rough with white quartz
deeply imbedded in them can now
be bought in probably several places
throughout California. Woodworth's
Rock Shop of 975 Buschmann Road,
Paradise, California, or, Goldene
Products, Drawers "O", Sun City,
California, are two places where I
personally know they can be obtain-
ed. I'm sure there are more.

These nuggets are excitingly heavy,
rich in color — and c o m p l e t e l y
phoney. The people who sell them
to you in a business establishment are
the first to tell you so. You can buy
them either for the purpose of mak-
ing striking jewelry, or as a joke with
which to fool your friends. In either
event they are a good investment as
a lot of enjoyment can be had from
them.

A big nugget the size of the end
joint of your thumb will cost you
about $2. They are plated with real
gold and pass the scratch test with
colors flying while they are new. It's
not advisable to carry them in your
pocket, though, as the gold soon
wears off and the color changes first
to a sickly yellow, then gradually
turns green.

So, if in the future you are approach-
ed by a fast-talking stranger dressed
in rough western garb who tries to
sell you genuine gold nuggets at bar-
gain prices, or shows you a piece of
picture rock and attempts to sell you
an interest in a gold mine, shrug
your shoulders and laugh with him.
Don't laugh at him, because, after
all, anything is fair in love or war—
or in selling gold. / / /
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GYPSUM CAVE OF NEVADA
by Ray Warner

(jTYPSUM CAVE, Nevada, at one
time accessible only by horseback, 4-
wheel drive vehicles, or a vigorous
hike, may now be reached by plea-
sure car over new Lake Mead Boule-
vard. This previously remote area is
located 16 miles east of North Las
Vegas, while the cavern itself is lo-
cated in a limestone spur of the
Frenchman Mountains near the head
of the east branch of Las Vegas Wash.

Driving east on Lake Mead Boule-
vard for approximately 12 miles, a
wooden-pole, power line will become
visible heading to the north. Turn
left on the road adjacent to the
power line road. This unpaved, but
well traveled, road parallels the pow-
er line. Traveling two and one-half
miles to the north will bring you
within several hundred yards of the
cave's portal. Tailings from excava-
tions are clearly visible. Several dis-
tinct trails and possible roads lead
from here to the mouth of Gypsum
Cave, 160 feet above the nearby low-
lands. Two miles southeast lies the
boundary of the Lake Mead Recrea-
tional Area and Lake Mead itself can
be seen approximately 10 miles away
in the same direction.

Gypsum Cave measures 300 feet
in length and at one point, 120 feet
in width. The entrance to the cave
faces toward the southwest and mea-
sures 70 feet across and 15 feet high.
Most of the cave's floor lies below the
level of the portal, the only excep-
tion being the room to the left. Past
the cave's entrance the floor begins
to slant downward quite steeply, de-
scending 34 feet in a distance of 52

feet. Moreover, the slanting floor is
a rough one, a mass of loose rock
which has fallen from the roof at
various times. The same rugged for-
mation prevails to some extent
through all parts of the cave. The
roof is shattered and in some areas,
crumbling to' such a degree that ex-
treme caution is necessary. Down the
rocky slope is a small level area from
which the dark, inner chambers may
be reached through small entrances,
very low, between the rocks.

Apparently Gypsum Cave was
known long ago to the local Paiute
Indians and to the white residents
of Las Vegas and vicinity. The In-
dians considered the cave a sacred
place and their medicine men from
time to time deposited offerings in it.
In 1930, the Southwest M u s e u m
excavated Gypsum Cave, uncovering
artifacts used by ancient people.
Puebloan pottery, atlatl darts, and
gaming sticks with ground sloth dung
and hair testified to the antiquity
of the cave and it's inhabitants as
well. Moreover, rocks about the main
opening had been highly polished,
quite probably by the fur of passing
animals and hands and feet of human
visitors.

The Gypsum Cave excavations
created a good deal of interest in an-
thropological a n d archaeological
circles because they indicated man
inhabited this region at the time of
the extinct ground sloth. Although
highly publicized in the past, Gyp-
suf Cave has been seldom visited and
never developed for the public. Due
caution should be observed when fur-
ther exploration attempts are made
by amateur spelunkers and, needless
to say, nothing should be disturbed.

/ / /

1965 MODELS

METAL DETECTORS
FIND ALL METALS, INCLUDING

GOLD AND SILVER

Top guarantee.
Easy to operate.
Sensitive and stable.
Light and compact.

RAYSCOPES
and

DETECTRONS
Write for

free brochures

GOLD BUG
Dry Concentrator.

Hand operated. Ideal
for prospecting,

pocket hunting or
sampling.

12</a lbs. .__ $99.50}
Production models J

available.

Also Lapidary Equipment, Gems and
Minerals, Books, Jewelry, Tools.

For Information Write

COMPTON ROCK SHOP
1405 S. Long Beach Blvd., Compton, Calif.

Telephone. 632-9096

A New Dimension in
Lifting and Pulling Power

Deluxe Heavy Duty
ELECTRIC WINCH

3000 Lb. Pull/Lift Capacity
Designed to operate at 12 or 24 volt D.C.
Spool capacity—250 feet of 3/16" or 1/4"
wire rope, operating at a rate of 32 feet
per minute. Fully reversible, utilizing a
positive finger tip control switch for instan-
taneous action. 100% safety factor. Motor
and gear train has ball bearing construction
throughout. Positive load control brake
assembly enables you to suspend heavy
loads without slippage. A trouble-free, com-
pact unit for truck, Jeep, tractor, boat,
camper, ranch, garage, etc. Dimensions:
Overall length 24" x 8'/a" wide, including
switch box 8" high. Cable spool is 8" long
x 2%" dla. hub x 2'/t" flange. Can easily
be mounted at any angle. Weight—67 lbs.
net. Complete satisfaction guaranteed. One
of the finest and most powerful units on
the market today.
Less cable. No. J-98D

OXMAN ENTERPRISES
Dept. T 400 • P. 0. Box 55

ta Mirada. Calif. Phone 213-943-4286

TERMS: Check with order or 50% deposit with
C.O.D. All orders shipped F.O.B. ta Mirada, Calif.
Purchase Orders accepted from well rated firms.

April, 1965 / Desert Magazine / 13



Lowest Photo Print Prices
Highest Quality

Dev. & print 8 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film _.. $1.78

Dev. & print 12 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film $2.42

Dev. & print 12 Jumbo prints and
new roll of Kodacolor film _ ._ $3.30
Reprints from Kodacolor negs - $ .16

Send for price sheets

and envelopes

All other
Photo prices are
comparably low

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.
P. O. Box 370, Yuma, Arizona or

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego, California

Lock Your Spare
Gas Can

Stop That Thief

$4.00
Fits all G.I. cans, holders or carnersT^steel
constructed. Electric welded and bright zinc
plated.

Add 4% sales tax for California. No. C.O.D.s

LOCK STRAP
329 W. Lomita Ave.,

Dept. D Glendale 4, Calif.

WHAT IS SCHNAPPS? * ua>

New transi
detect buri
silver, coin:
firearms. Fo
or underwat
exploration,
beaches, ghost
towns, walls
abandoned
shacks. Wor
through
mud, water
concrete,
wood.

tor models
ed gold,
s, ancient

land

Explore

i r k s

1Q95
13 up

KITS,
UNDERWATER

MODELS

AVAILABLE

Write
tor Iree
catalog

RELCO
BOX 105G3

HOUSTON 18,

TEXAS

POLISHER

Great fun for everyont
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A.LMOST WITHOUT exception,
viewers of our collection of old aro-
matic Schnapps bottles, exclaim,
"Wouldn't I love to taste that!
Bet it was better beer than we have
now!" As we were not certain
about the contents of these beautiful
bottles, I wrote directly to the com-
pany in Rotterdam to request labels.
Here is the reply:

Dear Madam:
We duly received your letter and

complying with your request we here-
with enclose a number of our labels.
For your information we may still say
that the small ones are all bottle la-
bels. The big one, however is a box
label which is used on the cardboard
boxes in which each bottle of
Schnapps is often packed. Trusting
that this information will be of use
to you, we remain, yours faithfully,

N. V. Handelsvereeniging,
Udolpho Wolfe Company

One interesting label read, "Wolfe's
Schiedam Aromatic Schnapps, a su-
perlative tonic, diuretic, antidyspep-
tic, and invigorating cordial. Its ex-
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GYPSY (Motor caravan camping
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CHIRICAHUA MTS. (Ariz.) May 23-29
NAVAJOLAND "A" (Rnbw. Brdg). June 6-18
NAVAJOLAND "B" (Cyn. de Chelly) June 20-

July 2.
TRAIL (Summer Park Trips)
MUIR TRAIL—5 periods, July 10-Aug. 28

D-54, Box 45, Berkeley, Calif. 94701

traordinary medicinal efficacy in
gravel, gout, chronic rheumatism,
dropsy, flatulence, colic, etc. Ack-.
nowledged by the whole medical
faculty and attested in their highest
written authorities. Udolpho Wolfe."

Our bottles have wide, crudely ap-
plied collars, indent bases, large bub-
bles, and all are square with beveled
corners and rather heavy embossing.
In the accompanying picture the first
three are Udolpho Wolfe and the
two on the right are Kiderlen's, all
originating in Rotterdam. Nos. 1,
4 and 5 were found in the sand at
Key West, Florida, (horsetraded for)
and are a lovely soft, sanded and
etched green, very similar to our des-
ert sanded bottles. No. 2 is highly
opalized amber and No. 3, in center,
is a pretty shade of golden, olive am-
ber, both having been dug up in
Western ghost towns.

Definitely placed by the foregoing
information and also dated, as the
company was established in 1848,
these bottles are a handsome addi-
tion to any collection. / / /

JEWELRY CRAFTS CATALOG

F R E E '96 pages
Lapidary — rockhounding — jewelry making.
add up to a fascinating creative art!

GET CRAFT'S BIGGEST CATALOG

World's largest selection — over 10,000 items
offered...imports from all parts of the world.

STONES—JEWELRY MATERIALS
MOUNTINGS—BOOKS—CRAFT TOOLS

MACHINERY—SUPPLIES —ETC.
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NEW CLUE

According to this mining engineer, black gold nuggets hide among
desert varnished rocks beside ancient springs in a number of locations
across the Colorado desert. Here is a novel and interesting solution to
the mystery of Pegleg's widespread black gold, submitted before last

month's Pegleg discovery was released.

TO

PEGLEG'S

GOLD

by John Southworth
A MINING engineer, I had

always held a cavalier attitude to-
ward the Lost Pegleg gold saga, in
all its variations and locales. But
that was before! Now, having tracked
down the story, I'm a believer.
We're going to have to hurry, though,
if we want to track down any of that
elusive black gold. It's disappearing
rapidly, and I will tell you why.

But first, a bit of background.
Old Pegleg Smith was a desert char-
acter well-known throughout the
West for the fantastic tales he told
and the life he led. With his ob-
vious physical hallmark, he was rec-
ognized from Salt Lake City to Yuma
and San Diego. Even before he died,
and for many years afterward, indi-
viduals with a missing leg cashed in
on his notoriety by calling them-
selves Smith, whether they were or
not. And so the deeds of his imita-
tions, of which there were a surpris-
ing number, have become so confused
with those of the original that it's
difficult to separate myth from fact.

The real Thomas L. Smith was
born in Kentucky in 1801 and died
in California in 1866. Somewhere
in between he lost a foot, found

These Indian ceremonial rock rings are not from the Chocolate Mountains,
but may mark another area where Pegleg's black gold could be found.

gold nuggets heavily stained with
desert varnish, and left us a legacy
that has been hard to collect. In
fact, with so many Pegleg Smiths at
large in the Southwest prior to 1900,
the general location of the Lost Peg-
leg is subject to severe argument.
Some lave claimed its true location
as far away as Alaska! But there was
gold, and it was black, and wherever
it came from, it was Pegleg Gold.
For thus it is written in the legends
of the West.

I wasn't much interested in all this
controversy until an unpublished
story came to my attention. It was
so fresh, simple, and direct that I
could no longer ignore the Black
Gold of the Colorado Desert.

Shortly after the completion of the
railroad through Yuma to Los An-
geles, a Southern Pacific man was
directed by his office in San Bernar-
dino to visit the railroad holdings to
the east of the main line. His course
led him from Glamis north into the
Chocolate Mountains via Mammoth
Wash and back into the Salton Sink
via what is now called Salvation Pass.
When Mammoth Wash narrowed
down, he climbed out on a game
trail to the left and as he traveled
along this trail looking for rocks to

support his coffee pot for a midday
break, he spotted an area of small
black pebbles. These interested him
because of their extreme weight so,
before continuing his journey, hq
gathered a bandana full. Later, in
San Bernardino, he left the rocks
with an assayer who eventually pur-
chased them all for SHOO, which the
railroad man considered adequate
compensation for his trouble. Later
he was transferred to Arizona, where
he died.

A well-organized party of searchers,
including a nephew of the railroad
man, spent three months in Mam-
moth Wash in a fruitless search for
the black pebbles. Later a Mr. Earl
Newcomb heard the story from the
nephew and personally checked on
the $1400 gold sale to the San Ber-
nardino assayer. Finding it true, he
took up the search in the company
of a Mr. Don Gierens of Glendale,
California. Several jeep trips netted
them nothing but experience. The
story came to me from Mr. Gierens,
whom I met through the Lockheed
Employees Mining and Prospecting
Club.

At this point, I entered the story
myself. Realizing that in interven-
ing years, especially during the De-
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pression '30s, War Training '40s, and
the Jackrabbit Homestead '50s, thou-
sands of people must have covered
the area by every means of transpor-
tation, I didn't expect to find enough
black pebbles to bring big money,
but I did want to find out how they
got there in the first place. To ac-
complish this, I entered the area
from the south, leaving the railroad
in early morning, walking, and men-
tally putting myself in the shoes of
the railroad investigator.

Now that investigator, like myself,
had probably never been there be-
fore and was probably as surprised
as I to find that, for all its magnifi-
cent name, Mammoth Wash soon
necked into a narrow arroyo between
a butte and the main Chocolate
Mountains, with no indication of
continuity to the north or east. What
would a stranger do if he were ex-
pected to cross these formidable
mountains.

Ahead I noticed a distinct lower-
ing of the butte to the left and, ex-
pecting that my long-gone guide of
some 65 years before had had the
same problem, I determined to climb
out at the first opporunity, the bet-
ter to see what troubles lay beyond.
After a short climb, a view to the
east assured me that the wash con-
tinued and was large and easy to
traverse—but it also revealed some-
thing else. In an adjacent gully, a
trail climbed like a painted streak
up an eroded wrinkle and onto a
smooth alluvial fan which the main
wash had abandoned for a lower
channel.

Now this was more like it! Pegleg's
story matched the terrain so I wasted
no time in getting to the top of that
mesa. The trail, which had been de-
scribed as one made by animals, was
actually a well-defined Indian trail
worn into desert-varnished paving.
With my eyes to the ground, I walk-
ed for nearly a mile, paralleling the
main channel of Mammoth Wash
which was on my right, until the
trail disappeared up a long ridge go-
ing north, while Mammoth Wash
went east.

This was the place, all right, but
there were no heavy black pebbles.
This area, as is probably true of
other Pegleg gold locations, had been
cleaned out by persons who had no
reason to report their find officially.
I found no gold, but saw many things
significant to a mining engineer.
Most important, the trail crossed an
alluvial fan of impressive propor-
tions where it would be physically
impossible for surface gold to occur
naturally. But the gold had been
there. Someone had spent a lot of
time digging little pits, and had even

tried to "blossom" some of the rocks
in the manner of Cripple Creek pros-
pectors on the trail of gold tellurides.

A few feet to the side of the trail,
standing 10 feet above the fan and
exposed all the way to the bottom of
the bluff, was a pipe, or "blowout,"
of dark igneous rock, perhaps olivene
ahd hornblende—a complete stranger
in the brown varnished rocks. But
the pits were not near this, as would
be logical. Instead, they were out on
the flat amid a series of ancient In-
dian prayer rings—large rocks placed
in circles. Jeep tracks were every-
where, especially around Hayden
Well, the modern location of an an-
cient water source.

After returning home, I dug up
every issue of DESERT Magazine
back to its very beginning. Most of
the Pegleg gold stories suggested a
fabulous deposit with rich float'show-
ing on the surface. This seems to
have developed from the fact that
each "authentic" story included one
or more black buttes or volcanic
cones. And, didn't gold and volcan-
ic activity go hand in hand? So here
grew up a popular false clue! Only
occasionally did I read that a Pegleg
search was being abandoned or shifted
to another area "because gold just
didn't occur on the surface in such
terrain." So near the truth, but not
near enough!

Let's look at a typical story about

Pegleg gold, The main ingredients
are, besides the black gold itself, a
tiriaja filled with good water and two
volcanic cones. Now this takes us back,
full circle, to Hayden Well, where I
found good water, evidence of vol-
canic activity, and someone else had
found black gold. However, gold had
absolutely no business being on top
of an alluvial deposit near Hayden
Well. Gold was not native to that
deposit nor to the dark hornblende
of the intrusive igneous plug. No,
that gold had been brought in by
someone. The deposit had been
"salted," if you will!

But here at Hayden Well I had a
third, more important Pegleg ingre-
dient. One unreported in stories
where such details seem irrelevant, or
pass unnoticed. I had overwhelming
evidence of Indian occupancy; not
for habitation, but for ceremonial
purpose.

So far, no one had put two and
two together. All accepted the com-
mon belief that the Indians had no
interest in gold until after the white
man came. But is that really true?
Bailey in his Golden Mirages, ex-
plained the entire mystery when, dis-
cussing another desert gold occur-
ence, he said "The Indians said they
had always known it was there, and
they got some of it once when they
made an offering to the God of
Water." Bailey should have paid

EDITOR'S NOTE: The weakness in this theory—that American In-
dians did not value gold before they learned of its worth from the
white man—must be considered in light of the fact that geologists have
still not determined the length of time it takes desert varnish to form.
It is probable that gold nuggets coated with desert varnish have been
exposed in desert areas for many hundreds of years, as the climate
in the region concerned has not varied appreciably for at least 600
years . . . long before the arrival of white man. If they were deposited
there by Indians, the tribes who left them would have been prehistoric
tribes about which we know nothing today. Ancient petroglyphs
beside certain desert waterholes indicate some sort of water worship.
These also are heavily coated with desert varnish.

Called "dunkel Rinden" by the Germans, patination by scien-
tists, and desert varnish by most of us, these coated stones occur in
desert regions all over the world. French scientist G. Flamand attri-
butes it to rain water which has soaked into the rock and then been
brought back to the surface by capillary action and there evaporated,
leaving a deposit of chemicals with which it has become charged,
according to the composition of the rock itself. The process requires
neither too much, nor too little moisture. With too much, moisture
leaves the rock in a liquid form; with too little, salts are not dissolved.
In addition, he states that close grained rocks darken slowly due to
the action of sunlight.

Another theory described by the late Jerry Laudermilk in
DESERT (July '41) introduces the idea that it's a lichen that attacks
rocks which contain iron and manganese. In a rainy season the
lichen decays and the iron and manganese pass into solution and
reprecipitate on surrounding rocks of any kind. This sort of thing con-
tinues century after century, toasting under the hot desert sun.

Today's scientists remain uncommitted to any definite theory,
agreeing only that desert varnish takes a long and undetermined
time to form. C.P.
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more attention to his own words!
Indians were true sons of the bar-

ren lands for unknown thousands of
years. Water, of the utmost im-
portance in the desert, figured heavily
in their religious rites. They stayed
close the their Father of Waters, the
snow-born Colorado River, whenever
possible. And wasn't gold important
to this life-sustaining source? Surely
gold must be important to the God
of Water, for does not Father River
hoard these bright yellow pellets for
him in favored spots? Such favored
spots would later carry the names of
La Paz, Picacho, and Mission San
Pedro y San Pablo de Bicuner, the
latter, near modern Yuma, the place
where Indians martyred Padre Fran-
cisco Garces and gave the mission gold
back to their God of Water, the
river.

So, said the natives in serious
council, we will gather these power-
ful gifts where they are many and
where there is much water and take
them to places where the God of
Water has trouble keeping the tinajas
full. Thus, we will gain favor and
have precious water when we need it
most. But we can't just put the shin-
ing particles out on the ground in
the same fashion we offer rocks to
the Mountain Gods. No, we must
go to the home of the God of Earth,
who throws up fiery fingers in the
hot desert, and close the entrance to
his home with heavy rocks.

And so the golden nuggets began
to move from the Colorado River to
new locations across the hot desert
lands, transported bit by bit by count-
less native hands from a place where
there was much water, to places where
water was scarce and needed encour-
agement. This was done, time and
time again, until desert locations with
precarious water supplies had col-
lected a store of unnatural gold
around the nearest volcanic plug or
cone and been marked with cere-
monial rock rings.

As for the gold particles lying
in the sun, they collected a coat of
desert varnish along with other rocks
exposed to the elements. But there
was one great difference. The golden
pebbles had been worn smooth by
water action before Indians moved
them to these sites of springs, many
now extinct.

So I say to you, the supply of Peg-
leg Gold distributed across the face
of the Colorado Desert was always
limited. Much, if not all, has been
collected and lost, but in Pegleg's
time there was still enough to en-
courage all of the "Smiths" to en-
thuse over their finds. Old Pegleg
may have been guilty of exaggeration,
but not of lying. / / /

THE FAMILY VEHICLE FOR YEAR-ROUND FUN!
Exclusive Sliding Canopy Top

Only Pullman Camper features this exclusive and patented Canopy Top which adds 36 square
feet of area and can be completely enclosed with special fitted curtains. It takes only a
minute to unsnap the tension latches and roll out on rugged nylon rollers. Guaranteed not
to rattle. IN THE TREELESS DESERT AREAS WHERE SHADE MEANS LIFE YOU ARE SAFE
AND COMFORTABLE WITH THE PATENTED PULLMAN CANOPY.

Other Pullman Features
STRONG LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION. Tubular aluminum framework provides greater
strength yet reduces over-all weight and gas costs. Safety glass in all stationary windows.
LOADING MADE EASY. Extra-wide four-foot rear door.
SPACE SAVING. Door table cabinet provides storage space and doubles as table or work area.
CLEAN, DRY INTERIOR. Water-tight and dust proof Neoprene gaskets around all windows,
doors and underside.

Prices Start at Only $375.00
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f 132" WHEELBASE-

There's nothing on the market like
the DATSUN Pickup. Compact in size,
yet its big 6 foot bed holds up to
2,000*payload. Powerful 4 cylinder
engine and new full command 4-
speed stick shift gives rugged per-
formance — but still delivers up to
31 miles per gallon. DATSUN's low
maintenance saves up to 50% on
operating costs.

DELIVERS with WSW Tires, Heater,
Vinyl Interior, Torsion-Bar Suspension
for only $1,596 plus lie, tax, D & H,
and local freight.
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137 E. Alondra Blvd., Gardena, Calif.
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PAI PAI LAND
J.N THE VALLEY of Santa Cata-
rina, 100 miles south of the U.S. bor-
der in Baja California's high desert,
there lives one of the few remaining
communities of the descendants of
the original inhabitants. They are
of the Pai Pai Indians. Because their
ancestors resisted subordination by
zealous Spanish missionaries, they
were saved from the annihilation
that befell other native tribes who
contacted the white foreigner's di-
seases.

We recently visited a family of
Santa Catarina Pai Pais. The trip
was instituted by Florence Shipek, an
anthropologist who realized that valu-
able knowledge regarding the cus-
toms and language of this dwindling
tribe must be recorded soon—or be
lost forever. My husband and I ac-
companied the expedition as photo-
graphers, but afterward left the party
to follow a route described by Ran-
dall Henderson 13 years ago when he
photographed some of these same
tribesmen for DESERT (July '52).

Crossing the border at Tecate, we
picked up Ambrosio Thing, a half-
Diegueno and half-American who is
related by marriage to a member of
the Santa Catarina Pai Pais and who
was to act as our guide. Then we
proceeded some 16 miles east of Te-

cate to a sign "Rancho el Compadre,"
where we turned south from the high-
way onto a good rotten-granite road
which carried us through high mesa
land painted pink with filaree blos-
soms. Towns are marked on the map
but they aften consist of little more
than a rancho, such as El Compadre,
or a cemetery, such as Neji, although
larger communities do lie off on side
roads.

Sheep graze in the high desert
country between La Herta and
Santa Catarina. Vegetation is juni-
per, yucca, opuntia, ribbonwood and
ephedra—the latter spreading a wild
blanket of orange blossoms over the
land. Pino Solo is indicated on the
map, but the "lone pine" is now a
fallen giant and the natives have
erected a barbed wire enclosure and,
hopefully, planted a sapling pinon
pine in the spot where the road curved
around the former tree. After all,
es la costumbre!

Santa Catarina is a small cultivated
valley (elevation 3600) surrounded
by hills over which large granite
boulders exceed the brush. It's
people are healthy, happy, proud of
their valley, their children, their
school, and their dam. To us they
were friendly and hospitable, but it
was evident they appreciated our
proper introduction via Senor Thing.

Historian A. W. North wrote that

the Mision Santa Catarina de los
Yumas was "surrounded by the fierc-
est Indians on the Peninsula." It was
the last Baja mission founded by the
Dominicans (1797), established for
ihe purpose of linking Baja Califor-
nia missions with those of Sonora
and the Colorado Basin. Repeated
revolts finally culminated in a whop-
per of one in 1840, after which the
last of the padres was driven away
and the mission burned. Indians liv-
ing there now, however, consider
the mission's melted adobe walls sa-
cred ground. These mounds, out-
lining rooms, exterior walls and, on
a lower level, an oven and retaining
wall of an old dam are all that re-
main today.

A new dam constructed of rein-
forced concrete, rock and dirt-filled,
catches summer rains and holds water
from a year-round spring named Ojo
de Agua (Eye of Water) . American
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