
MAGAZINE OF THE WEST

MARCH 1965

$314,650 IN GOLD NUGGETS FOUND ON DESERT

PALM SPRINGS INDIANS TODAY

DESERT WILD FLOWERS

c

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DESERT EDITION



DEAL WITH
CONFIDENCE

Our Reputation Your Guarantee

"There is security, potential profit and pleasure in the right type of desert property"

HOMES * LOTS • RENTALS

ACREAGE • COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Conscientious service to buyer, seller or renter based

on years of sound business experience

Fireside 6-8169

Realty of the Desert
74-125 Highway 111 Palm Desert

(Across from Valley Lumber)



CONTENTS
Volume 28 Number 3

JACK PEPPER, Publisher CHORAL PEPPER, Editor
Elta Shively Al Merryman Rose Holly Marvel Barrett

Executive Secretary Staff Artist Circulation Manager Business Manager
National Advertising Representative

GEORGE R. JOSEPH CO.
3959 W. Sixth Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 90005 Telephone 387-7181

Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, Calif. 92260 Telephone 346-8144
DESERT is published monthly by Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, Calif. Second Class Postage paid at
Palm Desert, Calif., and at additional mailing offices under Act of March 3, 1879. Title registered
No. 358865 in U.S. Patent Office, and contents copyrighted 1964 by Desert Magazine. Unsolicited
manuscripts and photographs cannot be returned or acknowledged unless full return postage is enclosed.
Permission to reproduce contents must be secured from the editor in writing. SUBSCRIPTION PRICE:
$4.50 per year (12 issues) in the U.S.; $5.75 elsewhere. Allow five weeks for change of address, and
be sure to send the old as well as new address.

March, 1965

This Month's Cover
Barrel Cactus in Bloom
By CHUCK ABBOTT

4 New Books for DESERT Readers

7 I Follow the Wind
By EUGENE McALLISTER

9 Clues for Desert Living
By WELDON D. WOODSON

11 Sea Below the Sea
By JEANETTE CASKEY

13 Desert Dazzles Dudes

By RAYE PRICE

15 Of Mansions and Myths
By MARIE VALORE

17 Weaned on Wampum
By JACK DELANEY

20 I Found Pegleg's Black Gold

23 Where the Wild Palms Grow
By RANDALL HENDERSON

27 Artist Reveals Desert's Treasure
By HENRY MOCKEL

30 The Coxcomb's Droopy Angel
By KENNETH MARQUISS

32 Trail Above the Tram
By ELWYN POLLACK

34 Hidden Spring
By WALTER FORD

39 Desert Dispensary
By SAM HICKS

43 DESERT Cookery
By LUCILLE I. CARLESON

46 Letters from our Readers

Wlanck . . . by #ack Peftyet
DURING THE SEASON, hundreds of visitors come to our office in
Palm Desert and ask, "What is there to do and see around here other
than date trees and golf courses?" As a result, we decided to put
some of our answers into a SPECIAL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DES-
ERT EDITION dedicated to revealing the exciting backcountry that
surrounds the cosmopolitan community of Palm Springs. Although
the geographical area in this particular edition is confined, what is
true of Coachella Valley and Imperial Valley is true of all growing
desert areas in the West. Each community is endowed with its own
lore, history, and distinctive type of desert scenery. We hope this
special issue will inspire readers in other areas to look beyond their
own cities and highways and capture the great, free spirit that prevails
throughout all desert regions of the West.

from far away
key to our \ f a | | e y $

Today, Colorado River waters
irrigate crop lands yielding $43,-
000,000 yearly. Tomorrow, Feather
River water, contracted for by
CVCWD will supplement local
water supplies for homes and busi-
nesses to insure uninterrupted
growth of our valley.

1058 Coachella, CaliforniaBox

Coachella Valley County Water District
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS
about the desert

ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, foun-
der and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen-
derson's experiences, combined with his com-
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
makes this a MUST for those who really want
to understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated.
Hard Cover. $5.00.

THE NORTH AMERICAN DESERTS by Edmund C.
Jaeger. A long-time authority on all phases of
desert areas and life, Dr. Jaeger's book on the
North American Deserts should be carried
wherever you travel. It not only describes each
of the individual desert areas, but has illus-
trated sections on desert insects, reptiles, birds,
mammals and plants. 315 pages, illustrated
photographs, line drawings and maps. Hard
Cover. $5.95.

THE DESERT IS YOURS by Erie Stanley Gardner.
In his latest book on the desert areas of the
West, the author again takes his reader with
him as he uses every means of transportation to
explore the wilderness areas and sift the facts
and rumors about such famous legends as the
Lost Arch, Lost Dutchman and Lost Dutch Oven
mines. 256 pages, illustrated. Hard cover. $7.50.

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research material in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Baftalian, '49ers,
Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the Jack-
ass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's adven-
turous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard cover.
$2.95. May be ordered from DESERT Magazin
Book Dept.

THE OREGON DESERT by E. R. Jackman and
R. A. Long. This book is a hard one to define.
A single paragraph may be a mixture of geo-
logy, history, biography and rich desert lore.
The only complete book about the Oregon desert,
the material applies equally well to other des-
erts of the West. The humor and fascinating
anecdotes coupled with factual background anc
unusual photos, including color, make it excel-
lent reading material even for those who may
never visit Oregon. 407 pages, illustrated. Hard
Cover. Third printing, $6.50.

PAINTERS OF THE DESERT by Ed Ainsworth. A
beautifully illustrated and well-written roundup
of 13 of the desert's outstanding artists—Dixon
Forsythe, Swinnerton, Fechin, Eytel, Lauritz, Buff
Klinker, Perceval, Hilton, Proctor, McGrew, anc
Bender. Folio size, gold-stamped hard cover
Full color reproductions. 125 pages. $11.00.

THE VOICE OF THE DESERT by Joseph Wooc
Krutch. This book explores the intriguing vari
ety of life on the Sonoran and Southwest des
erts by one of the country's most distinguishec
writers. Covers flora, fauna, and philosophy
223 pages, hardcover, $5.00.

THE GREAT CALIFORNIA DESERTS by W. Storr
Lee is rich in folklore, drama and history o
desert regions from Death Valley to Imperia
Valley and from the Spanish explorers up tc
the present. Good reading. Hardcover, 30(
pages, $5.95.

Order from:

DESERT Magazine Book Department
Palm Desert, California 92260

Include 25c for postage and handling.
California residents add 4% sales tax.

DESERT ANIMALS IN JOSHUA
TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT
By Alden H. Miller and
Robert C. Stebbins
with illustrations by Gene Christman

Here is a book we've been waiting
for, and we aren't disappointed. Writ-
ten by naturalists as a result of 15
years of continuous observation, its
colored illustrations and fine photos
make it one of the most outstanding
of desert nature books—and the only
one pertaining to this particularly
rich area.

As the authors point out, desert
animal life is often overlooked by the
casual visitor because he hasn't de-
veloped his powers of observation.
This isn't hard to do, however, once
you are acquainted with the habits of
desert wild life. Then you know to
look after dark for kangaroo rats, to
expect bats near water sources where
they make their evening flights, and
to watch for snakes absorbing body
heat from warm pavements. Coyotes
frequent roadsides after dark because
they are addicted to chasing rodents
attracted to the highways by the
lights of your cars. Birds are early
risers and the Joshua Tree area boasts
a varied supply. Loon, grebe, heron,
egret, hawks, eagles, quail, doves, road-
runners, owls, poorwills, and hum-
mingbirds are only a few of those de-
scribed and illustrated in this won-
derful book. Chapters on mammals,
amphibians, and reptiles are also in-
cluded, with their identifying tracks,
breeding habits, and racial affinities
fully discussed.

Hardcover 451 pages, this book
should be owned both for reference
and pleasure by every lover of wild
life on the desert. $10.00.

THE WORLD OF WATER
By Erie Stanley Gardner

After exploring the desert, back-
country of Baja California, and crime
with Perry Mason, Erie Stanley Gard-
ner—whose books have outsold those
of any other writer alive today—has
taken to the water. This new book,
written aboard Gardner's houseboat
on the Sacramento River Delta, tells
of his new-found hobby of relaxation
. . . a state he has never been able
to achieve anywhere else.

Threaded with, 1000 miles of
rambling waterways, the delta coun
try is rich with lore, sport fishing,

and life afloat. Gardner has found
his houseboat the water's answer to
campers and trailers—maneuverable,
roomy and comfortably isolated from
traffic problems and noise. For the
past two summers he has moved his
office staff to a fleet of vessels on
the delta where business mixes with
cat fishing, visiting, and relaxing.

Anyone who overworks or has
trouble unwinding will relax just
reading this book and, no doubt, the
way of life it portrays will find a
number of converts among desert
dwellers seeking a new way to escape
summer heat. It's a lazy, restful sort
of book, lacking the electric vitality
we associate with Erie Stanley Gard-
ner's desert and Baja adventures, but
the great Gardner warmth comes
through strong—especially in his de-
scription of the croaking catfish that
won liberation for its species forever-
more, as far as the Gardner crew is
concerned. This you must read to
believe, but it's true!

Hardcover, packed with exciting
photos, and 160 pages. $5.00.

Books reviewed may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Order Department, Palm Desert.
California 92260. Please include
25c for handling. California resi-
dents must add 4% sales tax.
Enclose payment with order.

DOGS ON THE FRONTIER
By John E. Baur

Dogs played an astonishing part
in the winning and settling of the
West. They were the only domestic
animals owned by Indians when
Cabeza de Vaca and Coronado ar-
rived, bringing their own. Some
tribes ate dogs, others considered
them poison. Some sacrificed them in
rituals.

Dogs accompanied the Lewis and
Clark expedition, as well as every
wagon train, prairie schooner ,and
gold rusher to travel west of the Mis-
sissippi. These pioneer dogs encoun-
tered grizzlies, mountain lion, and
jaguars. They accompanied white
men hunting for deer, antelope, jave-
linas and wild turkeys. They carried
mail, warned of Indian raids, and
herded cattle. And always the courage
and loyalty of this beloved animal
proved its usefulness.

Although the dog was found here
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New This Month

"PowerBoating the West Coast of
Mexico" by Spencer Murray & Ralph
Poole.
A cruise guide book of ports, boating
supplies and accommodations along
Mexico's Gulf of California mainland
from the top of the gulf to Puerto
Vallarta.

Map by Norton Allen, mileage & charts,
more than 90 photos. 280 pages.
Only book of its kind ever published.
Of interest to all boat owners. Colorful
dust jacket. $6.75 plus 20c packing and
postage. (California addresses add 27c
sales tax)

desert-southwest book store
P. O. Box 757

Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

CALIFORNIA

GHOST TOWN GUIDE
New guide to over 100 California ghost towns
Unique and authentic guide to over 100
ghost towns in California's deserts and moun-
tains with complete directions on how to
reach them. Shows you the way to little-
known and intrigue-filled towns that provide
hours of interest for those seeking buried
treasures, old guns, western relics, purple
bottles aged by the sun, and antique objects.

Satisfaction guaranteed or money back.

Order Now! Only $1.95
A. L. ABBOTT

Dent. D-18
1513 West Romneja Drive — Anaheim, Calif.

Let DESERT say, "Thank you."

AUTHORS!
If you have completed a book-length manu-
script, you may be interested in our special
publishing plan. Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teachers, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work pub-
lished, promoted and marketed on a digni-
fied, professional basis. All subjects con-
sidered — non-fiction, fiction, poetry, etc.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated bro-
chure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS, INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1, N.Y.

In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W.

Order a
FREE

Desert-Southwest Book Catalog
More than 75 Southwestern titles. His-
tory, lost mines, Indian lore, adventure,
gunmen, nature subjects, art of the area,
guide books, travel, ghost towns, desert
legends.
For your free Desert-Southwest Book
Catalog, send your name and address to:

Desert-Southwest Book Store
P.O. Box 757 Palm Desert, California

with the Indian, archeologists have
not found its bones among the very
earliest remains. Among those known
to the New World when the Spanish
arrived were 17 varieties; of those,
the Eskimo dog, the Plains dog, the
Siouxan, the long haired Pueblo dog,
the wooly Klamath, the Mexican hair-
less, and the common dog were of the
Far West.

This is an entertaining book about
a popular subject and it covers it
well. Hardcover, 238 pages. $5.95.

DOWN THE COLORADO
By Robert Brewster Stanton

Edited and with an introduction
by Dwight L. Smith, this is a hair-
raising factual record of Stanton's
1889 survey of the Colorado River
to determine the engineering feasi-
bility of a railroad along its course.

Hitherto unpublished, the report
traces the party from Green River
Station in Utah to the mouth of the
Colorado River below Yuma, Cali-
fornia. As the party passed from the
Green River through Cataract Can-
yon, Marble Canyon and the Grand
Canyon, its number dwindled from
16 to eight. Three men lost their
lives, the photographer broke his leg,
boats were smashed, supplies lost and
food drastically rationed.

Stanton describes the fear felt by
these men, and their bravery in face
of it, so vividly that you get knots in
your stomach reading about it.

Illustrated with fine photos, this
hardcover, 237-page book sells for
$5.00.

GHOST TOWNS
AND GOLD

tEARN ABOUT THE COLORFUt GHOST
TOWNS OF THE WEST - DIRECTORY CON-
TAINS INFORMATION ON OVER 340 GHOST
TOWNS FEATURING PICTURES, MAPS, PLUS
INSTRUCTIONS ON PANNING GOtD.

PRICE: $1.00
WRITE TO:

PIERCE PUBLISHING COMPANY
DEPARTMENT R

BOX 5221
ABILENE, TEXAS

FINE NAVAJO RUGS

• Red-Black-Grays
• Two Gray Hills

• Saddle Blankets
• Vegetals

• Crystals

desert-southwest art gallery
(In the Desert Magazine Bldg.)

Highway 111 Palm Desert, Calif.

"GEM CUTTING SHOP HELPS'
Contains All the Best Experience and Ideas
Gleaned From 17 Years of the
LAPIDARY JOURNAL ThisiSthetdSteSt

Contains
Everything
Any Rockhound
Ever Wanted To
Know . . . A l l In
One Book!

• 240 PAGES
• 10 CHAPTERS
• 160 TITLES ON

EVERY PHASE OF
GEM CUTTING

This book has been a sensational s e l l e r . . . over 16,500 copies sold in the
first three months after publication. Now in third printing. Contains com-
plete gem cutting instruction for everyone from the beginner to the more
advanced . . . ten chapters on GEM CUTTING INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGIN-
NER; SAWING- GRINDING; SANDING; POLISHING; DIAMOND TOOLS; DRILLING;
LAPPING- CABOCHOK CUTTING; MAKING NOVELTIES; TREATMENT OF INDI-
VIDUAL GEMSTONES and GEMOLOGV FOR THE AMATEUR. HUNDREDS OF ILLUS-
TRATIONS AND DRAWINGS . . . HOW-TO-MAKE YOUR OWN EQUIPMENT.

$395
POSTPAID

IS4.11 IN CALIF.)

F R E E : 4 8 - P A G E B O O K L I S T
The LAPIDARY JOURNAL BOOK DEPARTMENT carries
in stock over 170 gem and mineral, fossil, silvercraft
and trail guide books for all ages. Send for our BOOK
LIST... It's FREE!

Why not subscribe now ... ";". '",
INCLUDING BIG APRIL ROCKHOUND BUYERS GUIDE

WORLD'S
LARGEST

GEM
CUTTING

MAGAZINE
for

AMATEURS
ZIP CODE

921T2
P. O. BOX 2369-D

SAN DIESO. CALIF.

For Those Who Would

E X P L O R E
the little known desert wilderness

beyond the far horizons

ON DESERT TRAILS
Today and Yesterday

By Randall Henderson

• Prehistoric Trails
• Lost Treasure Legends
• Indian Tribal Life
• The Snake Dancers
• Death Valley Tales
• Photographer's Paradise

Most comprehensive book yet published
about the Great American Desert and

its people.

356 Pages, 15 Maps, 37 Photos

$5.00
California buyers add 20c tax

Include 25c for postage and handling.

DESERT MAGAZINE
BOOKSHOP

Palm Desert, California
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FOLLOW THE
SUN-LOVERS...

INSIDE, TO
WHOLE HOUSE

GAS AIR CONDITIONING
Sooner or later even the most ardent sun-lover runs for the shelter of

his air conditioned home. Here in Palm Springs, the big air condition-
ing favorite is gas.

Why? Because gas equipment is built to last —twice as long as
any other type. It has fewer parts, that's why. It also means less

maintenance. And quieter operation.

Then too, there's the money you save on fuel, because the Gas Com-
pany gives you a special rate on the gas used for air conditioning during
the 6 hot months — May through October. The savings, up to 25%.

If you're planning to install air conditioning in that home,
business or apartment house, before you do anything, get
the whole story on gas. Call your Gas Company Representa-
tive today or write for our free detailed booklet, "The Quiet
Facts." Write the Gas Company, Dept. DM-3, P.O. Box
3249, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles 90054.

^SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY • SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY
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Blow fiercely, desert wind,
Sift the dune sands well tonight;

Then tomorrow whisper softly
Over treasures brought to light.

BY EUGENE McALLISTER
whose fine collection of arrowheads
found near Salton Sea are on loan
to the Palm Springs Desert Museum.

T'HE WIDE distribution of Indian arrowpoints
throughout the United States, is matched only by
that of the social security check.

For centuries these historic missiles were sent flying
in the direction of birds and beasts. Pioneers, cavalry-
men, cowboys and rival tribesmen have served as targets.
Millions shared the graves and funeral pyres of the
departed. Millions more were simply discarded in favor
of the rifle.

People react to them in a variety of ways. The arche-
ologist wants to know where, when and by whom they
were used. His great-great grandfather may have this
information, acquired the hard way. Modern boys and
girls, young and old, influenced no doubt by studies of
the American Indian in the classroom, and further con-
ditioned by TV Westerns, look longingly at museum col-
lections and wish they could find some of these fascina-
ting relics of the past.

The extent to which they have been scattered over
one small segment of the desert Southwest, has been
of particular interest to me. During the past fifteen
years I have spent hundreds of vacation hours exploring
a comparatively narrow ribbon of land which marks the
shoreline of ancient Lake Cahuilla, the remnant of
which has long been known as California's Salton Sea.

Starting in the vicinity of Travertine Rock, where
the markings of this ancient shoreline are strikingly
etched on nearby hills, I have followed its winding path
as it roughly parallels Highway 99, and swings west
to eventually cross Highway 78, in the Lower Borrego

Valley. There, near the confluence of San Felipe and
Fish Creeks, torrential rains and violent winds have
erased long stretches of this ancient landmark. It is
there that for centuries the relentless winds have scoured
a broad barren plain, created huge sand dunes and
then destroyed or remodeled them and created others.
In the long process, artifacts left by the ancient ones
have been alternately hidden and revealed.

The Antiquities Laws forbid the disturbance of pre-
historic sites. I have profound respect for these laws.
It has been my privilege to rescue and preserve approxi-
matey 150 arrowpoints in the area described. They are,
without exception, what the archeologist refers to as
"surface finds." All were exposed by wind and water
erosion. They will eventually be placed on display
in a California museum. I do not buy, sell or exchange.

On a recent trip to the desert I made the following
observations: A large gravel pit now marks the spot
where point #1 was found near Travertine Rock. An-
other such plant is in operation in close proximity to
the place where point #2 lay undisturbed for genera-
tions. Near Truck Haven, an arrow's flight from High-
way 99, marks the scene of #3's discovery. Here too the
ancient shoreline is being threatened by the march of
civilization. A large, flat boulder with a very deep
mortar in its center remains to indicate long occupancy
of the site in some remote age.

Just beyond Salton City, an airfield blocks access to
the spot where point #4 lay surrounded by the resting
remnants of shell casings on a World War II bombing
range. To the north of Highway 78, near San Felipe

March, 1965 / Desert Magazine / 7



LOANS LOANS LOANS
We Have a Loan Tailored to Your Need

WE LEND ON
• Vacant Lots • Prime Units • Acreage
• Buildings to be Moved • Older Properties
• Industrial Areas • Trust Deeds

• Real Estate to Consolidate Debts •

ESCROWS INSURANCE
Sale • Loan • Business FULL COVERAGE

PEARSON, SCOTT & CO.

LOAN CORRESPONDENT FOR NEW YORK UFE INSURANCE COMPANY
Indio, Riverside and Imperial Valley

HOME OFFICE
82530 Highway 111, Indio, California

Area Code 714, Diamond 7-2384

CALIFORNIA INLAND MORTGAGE COMPANY

Wash, #5 and #6 lay in an area torn
up by haphazard digging and the
deep tracks of dune buggies.

Friends frequently ask, "How do
you know where to look for these
things?" and "Are they all this per-
fect?"

I discovered my first point in the
area at a site along the ancient shore-
line bisected by a dry wash. When
the waves of Lake Cahuilla lapped
this shore, the dry wash was one of
the many streams that flowed into the
lake. Potsherds and stone chippings
marked it as a former place of habi-
tation. After my first discovery I
acquired topographic maps of the
region. From then on it was a simple
matter to estimate distances, fill my
canteen, park and start walking.

For each perfect or near-perfect
point in my collection, I have found
five broken ones. This has been a
rather consistent average for all my
trips.

I deeply admire the people who,
with crude tools at their disposal,
fashioned such artistic gems. When I
wander in remote areas and enjoy
the solitude and nearness to nature
that blessed their lives, I experience
a strong feeling of kinship with them.

And that is why I continue to
search. And that is why I tread light-
ly as I follow the wind. / / /

it RAISES ...it LOWERS •••>*'* HYDRAULIC
The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises the The Alaskan Camper is quickly transformed from the comfort and convenience of a weathertight,
camper top can be safely operated even by a small its compact low silhouette on the road to roomy high ceiling, home away from home complete with
child. Locks prevent accidental lowering. The top walk-in living quarters. Drive safely at any speed three burner stove, sink, cabinets, ice box, beds,
is lowered quickly by the simple turn of a valve. with minimum drag and sway. Moments later, enjoy and many other luxury features. EVERY NEW

ALASKAN CAMPER CARRIES A WARRANTY.
Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.

R. D. HALL MFG. INC., 9847 Glenoaks Blvd., Sun Valley (San Fernando Valley), MOBILE LIVING PRODUCTS (B.C.) LTD., P.O. Box 548, Red Deer, Alberta, Dept. D
California, Dept. D MOBILE LIVING PRODUCTS (B.C.) LTD., (Sales Office Only),

CAMPERS, INC., 6410 South 143rd Street, (Tukwila), Seattle, Washington, Dept. D 500 - 20th St., New Westminster, B.C., Dept. D
PENNACAMP, INC., 401 West End Ave., Manheim, Penna., Dept. D R- 0. HALL MFG., INC., Texas Division,5761 Cullen Blvd., Houston, Texas, Dept. D
CANADIAN CAMPERS, 77 Pelham Ave., Toronto 9, Ontario, Canada, Dept. D FORT LUPTON CAMPERS, 420 Denver Ave., Fort Lupton, Colorado, Dept. D
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Clues to Desert Living from a Lizard
by Weldon 0. Woodson

OHOULD KING Solomon be alive
today and vacation in Palm Springs,
California, he might well advise, "Go
to the chuckwalla, thou sluggard."

This lizard, whose habitat includes
the Palm Springs area, has adapted
himself to the rigors of the desert in
a marvelous manner. There's a lot
we can learn about the manner in
which he copes with aridity and heat.

Cloaked in a rough, baggy skin,
the adult chuckwalla reaches a length
of 18 inches, a width of four inches.
Ol tliis country's lizards, he is ex-
ceeded in si/e only by the Gila mon-
ster. He abounds in southeastern
California, southern Nevada, south-
western Utah, western Arizona, north-
ern half of Baja California and north-
western Sonora.

During the 100 or more degree
heat of summer, many desert shop-
keepers padlock their stores until
October, when the days grow cooler
and winter residents return. Likewise
the chuckwalla's appearance also is
seasonal, although not corresponding
with that of man. After hibernating
in rock fissures throughout the win-
ter, the chuckwalla emerges with the
desert flowers in the Spring. When
he makes his debut, his hide is shrivel-
ed from days of fasting. Each tidbit,
however, pumps nourishment into1

his almost lifeless carcass, and shortly
it expands to its normal girth.

He remains fat as long as there is
vegetation. But once the heat burns

up green life, he resembles a man
huddled in an oversized overcoat.
Then he skulks to his winter quar-
ters to stay until Spring.

In the world of man, color plays
a paramount role concerning his well-
being. To keep him warm, he wears
clothing that is black, for black ab-
sorbs heat. So that he may be cool
he dons garments of white, since white
reflects heat. Psychologically, the tem-
perature of a room can be raised up to
10° by painting a wall a warm color.
Color also has a bearing on the chuck-
walla. Like the chameleon, his color
changes in response to variations in
light, temperature and movements. A
dark brown lizard asleep at night may
turn a lemon yellow by high noon.
Because he assumes the color of his
surroundings, it is difficult for his
enemies to detect him among the
rocks where he generally makes his
home. Often he is blackish, but his
color may be purple, dull, rusty brown
or other somber hues. The female is
frequently a gray-white. The tail of
the chuckwalla is usually lighter than
the rest of the body and girdled by
broad black bands.

In Southern California he has been
called "alderman lizard" the Mor-
mons of Utah call him "alligator,"
and in the Colorado Desert his name
has been perpetuated in the Chuck-
walla Mountains, "chuckawalla" be-
ing an older spelling of "chuck-
walla."

His natural enemies include the

coyote, fox, eagles and hawks. A half-
eaten body of a large female was dis-
covered in a prairie falcon's nest.
When maimed, as from the loss of
two feet, the creature still manages
to survive because he does not have
to light for his food.

More typical defense stratagem,
however, begins with his fleeing and
ensconcing himself in his rock fissure
home or, if too closely pursued, wrig-
gling into the nearest convenient
crack. When entering, his hide is
loose, but once safe, he inflates him-
self like a_ balloon. Should you try to
extract him, his larger size bars him
from being hauled out of the open-
ing which he so easily entered.

To merely say that he swells up,
of course, does not explain how this
is accomplished. For this, we must
consult scientist G. W. Salt, who
technically but revealingly described
the intricate procedures involved:
"When inflating, the chuckwalla ap-
pears to inhale to the normal point.
The animal then makes a series of
swallowing motions during which it
appears to force air down the trachea
with the tongue. During the swallow-
ing, it appears that the tongue is held
over the internal nares, sealing the
mouth cavity.

"At the end of each swallow, the
animal presses the end of the glottis
between the tongue and the roof of
the mouth to prevent deflation. With
the lungs thus closed, he takes on an-

»T<Vfets>
•>-;••?-.:
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There's nothing on the market like
the DATSUN Pickup. Compact in size,
yet its big 6 foot bed holds up to
2,000*payload. Powerful 4 cylinder
engine and new full command 4-
speed stick shift gives rugged per-
formance — but still delivers up to
31 miles per gallon. DATSUN's low
maintenance saves up to 50% on
operating costs.

DELIVERS with WSW Tires, Heater,
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other mouthful of air and repeats the
process.

"In super-inflation, there is an in-
crease of 300% in the lung volume,
with a similiar increase of 58% in
the torso volume."

As with many other creatures, the
chuckwalla's most dangerous enemy

is man. Harmless, he nevertheless has
had his numbers decimated. One re-
port stated:

"Recently, I took a trip to some
of the habitats of the chuckwalla and
found that persons had used the
lizards for target practice, and in not
a few instances had hit the mark. The
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bleached skeleton's of the creatures
revealed to what exieni mankind will
go to appease his lust lor thrills."

The Shoshones, Cahuillas and their
near cousins, the Paiutes, regarded
the chuckwalla not as an enticing
animal whose habits are worthy of
observation, but as an item ol lood.
Roasted over hot coals, his tender,
white flesh tastes like chieken.

Mating of the chuckwalla occurs
from May to July. When a male, the
larger of the sexes, chooses a female
and a rival male encroaches, or
basks too closely, a battle takes place.
Approaching each other and employ-
ing the tail as a weapon, they throw
it irom side to side with an audible
"thump" against the other's body
until one of the two weakens and re-
treats.

After the nuptials, the female de-
posits the eggs, six or seven, in a
rock crevice. The hatchlings are
miniatures of their mother, except
lor their color, which is a splashy
olive marbled with black on the back.

The very presence of the chuck-
walla in certain parts of our South-
west and Mexico attests that nature
equipped him splendidly. He has
survived through untold ages, and
survival, whether it pertains to lizard,
man or any other form of life, is the
supreme achievement. / / /
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X HE MOST paradoxical body of
water in the Southwest is that of the
Salton Sea. Here is a lake in which
fish eat grass and have gizzards like
birds (mullet) , where wood sinks
(ironwood) , rocks float (pumice),
and where, when the temperature is
120 degrees in the shade, CO2 gas
at a minus zero temperature bubbles
up through the warm water.

Originally called the Salton Sink,
it was also once known as Blake Lake
in honor of Professor William Blake
who in 1853 surveyed the area. Ap-
proximately 35 miies long and vary-
ing from 8 to 17 miles wide, it rests
235 feet below sea level. A sportsman's
bonanza, it is stocked by the Fish and
Game Division with corvina, sargo,
perch and forage fish. The mullet
were already there. Recently a cor-
vina was caught that weighed 13
pounds and 12 ounces. The happy
fisherman was presented with a nice
prize at the Fisherman's Derby held
in the summer.

Part of Salton Sea is reserved for
a bird refuge. The sea lies directly

in the flight pattern of the migra-
tory birds and each year thousands
of ducks, geese, doves and quail make
the Salton Sea a hunters' haven.
Nearby is an artesian well so hot it
has to be collected in huge catch
basins before it is cool enough for
bathing. Its mineral water is bene-
ficial to arthritis sufferers and a spa
is planned on the premises.

Because of the wonderful fertile
soil around the sea and the mild
climate, crops may be harvested sev-
eral times annually. This has made
Salton Sea's Imperial Valley famous
as America's Salad Bowl. Fresh water
brought from the All-American Canal
irrigates far-reaching fields of lettuce,
celery, tomatoes, beans, oranges,
lemons, grapefruit, avocadoes and
grapes. Anything and everything
grows there, including cotton and
alfalfa. The annual value of the agri-
cultural crop is over $160 million.

On the heavier side, the weather
can change from calm to a churning,
howling dust storm in minutes. Usu-
ally the roads are closed when it gets

too bad, but sometimes the wind
comes up so last this is impossible.
It's like going through a sandblast-
ing machine—and awfully hard on
insurance companies that cover autos.
Summers are hot and algae that col-
lects along the shoreline of the lake
grows hideously fragrant, but it
doesn't seem to bother the water
skiers, fishermen and boaters who
zip across its surface every month of
the year. The Salton Sea regatta is
held there and often r e c o r d s are
broken. Due to lack of altitude, boats
can make better time.

Barnacles were brought in on the
sea-planes during the war. Up to that
time the water was clear, but now
barnacles cover every rock and twig.
Examine a handful of sand along the
shore and you will see millions of
liny sea shells smaller than the head
of a pin. These came from the gulf
during one of the ancient floods and
add to the curious beauty of the
place.

Distances in the clear air are de-
ceiving, especially from the water. A

The Sea Below the Sea
by Jeanette Caskey

Mudpots of the Salton Sea were covered, but their toiuers are beginning to rebuild
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swimmer can be pretty disturbed
when he discovers he is making little
headway wh/ile swimming for the)
shore, although it is easier to stay
afloat in the salt water.

There are many artesian wells
around the valley, some cool and
some hot mineral water. At the sou-
thern end at Niland there was a
plant commercially producing "dry
ice" during the war. This pure
carbon dioxide still comes shooting
out of the mud pots. This is an area
of boiling mud craters and geysers

where mineral springs release jets of
steam and sulphurous gases. As Sal-
ton Sea filled, it gradually covered
them, but the silt continues to build
the mud columns and they are be-
coming visible again.

Some million years ago, geologists
tell us, the Gulf of California came
up to what is now San Gorgonio Pass
just north of Palm Springs. The
Colorado River, which carved out the
Grand Canyon, washed down silt
which built up a dam, cutting off the
upper end of the gulf and forming
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a lake without an outlet. Time and
time again this happened. Flash
floods washed the sand away and let
the gulf back into the lake, then the
silt dam reformed to cut off the salt
sea and refill the lake with fresh
water. This prehistoric lake was call-
ed Lake Cahuilla. Fossil deposits
have been found as high as 1000 feet
above the floor of the desert and light
streaks on the sides of the mountains
show ancient shorelines. Even today
fossil beds with petrified oyster shells,
sharks teeth, and fragile conch shells
glisten in the sun. Conch shells were
so numerous that the valley was
originally called Conchilla Valley,
but due to an error in spelling it is
now called Coachella Valley. There
are other explanations for its name,
but this is the popular one.

Cahuilla Indians once gathered
and held pow-wows on its shores.
Their fish traps, an ingenious device
to trap the fish and keep them alive
until wanted, may still be seen.

The present depth ol the sea is
kept approximately constant, despite
evaporation which occurs during sum-
mer months, when water draining
from the irrigation ditches and the
New and Alamo River empties into
the southern end.

Before 1905, a 25-foot thick slab
of salt was mined for commercial
purposes. This salt crust was the rea-
son for the name "Salton Basin." Then
water from the flood of 1907 covered
everything, including the salt works.
On a clear day old timers could row
their boats over their flooded village
and point down, saying "That's
where we used to live before the sea
came back. That's where the salt
works were."

Today, travelers come from miles
around to see the display of spring
wildflowers which bloom earlier than
elsewhere and a stream of boat
trailers and campers line the freeways
leading to it each month of the year.
Salton Sea is a true mecca for artists,
boat and ski enthusiasts, swimmers,
c a m p e r s, rockhounds, geologists,
fishermen, hunters, golfers and trea-
sure hunters. There are still rumors
of buried treasure in its mountains.
Or, it is a place just to laze and rest
and soak up sunshine.

A golden dream of men 50 years
ago made this agricultural valley pos-
sible. Did they envision sea-planes
and motor boats on their beloved
sea? Did they dream that one day it
would became a desert playground?

Only a short time ago, it seems,
tourists inquiring for directions to
Salton Sea were usually told, "You
can't get there from here." / / /
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Desert Dazzles Dudes

by Raye Price

TO Palm Springs for golf.
Come for tennis, swiming, or just to
escape cold weather. Come for any
reason at all, but whatever you do,
don't leave without treating yourself
to a real look at the desert.

It wasn't long ago that my husband,
Dick, and I considered the desert tol-
erable only for speeding through to-
ward the coast in an air-conditioned
car. When passing small settlements,
we wondered how anyone could stand
the desolate view and lack of activity.
We sighed over the monotony of
cacti, which all looked alike. Then
DESERT'S Choral and Jack Pepper
tossed us the keys to their 4-wheel
drive vehicle and things changed; we
we were going to follow them in
their Volkswagen into the Anza-Bor-
rego desert.

Winding up the Pines-to-Palms
Highway where towering agave
mingle with spiny ocotillo and de-
ceptively fluffy cholla, we apprecia-

ted for the first time the variety
among cacti. Then, with increased
elevation, greasewood, manzanita and
sage took over and finally, higher in
the Santa Rosas, oak and pine. At

State Highway 71 junction, we drove
to the Terwilliger turnoff and then
threaded back down to the desert,
watching for a dirt road marked!
Coyote Canyon.

Up until now, we wondered why
the fuss about 4-wheel drive. The
Coyote Canyon truck road wasn't
bad, considering the weather was dry,
and we rode comfortably as we mar-
veled at brilliantly colored rock for-
mations along the way. (There was
color in the desert after all, we admit-
ted.) We came to a gate that barred
the road, but a local rancher assured
us it was permissable to pass through
as long as we closed it afterward to
protect grazing cattle. As we pushed
deep into Coyote Canyon, it became
obvious why passenger cars are im-
practical here. Rocks tumbled across
the faint trail with the abandon of
an earthquake and several times we
had to pull the Peppers out of deep
sand.

Luckily we'd tucked a copy of Hor-
ace Parker's Anza-Borrego Desert
Guide Book into our pocket before
leaving, so when we came upon a
monument dedicated to the first
white child born in California, we
were able to read about her mother
and other colonists led by Anza
through this canyon in 1775. That
this was California's first white child
has been refuted, but the courage
of those early travelers remains irrefu-
table. Checking further into the
guide book, we learned that the can-
yon was a popular haven for Indians
and a pioneer trail route because of
its year-round water supply. We
questioned the existence of such a
miracle, but, before we knew it, we
were driving hub-deep in the stream.
A jungle of willows and salt brush
shaded us while we stopped to refresh
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ourselves. From that point on, the
stream bed became our road, some-
times running with water, other times
suddenly disappearing to return
again. Driving became tricky, but we
enjoyed the challenge.

Although the area was primitive,
we weren't alone. Meeting a jeep-ful
of exporers, we heard that there were
Indian caves and grinding holes call-
ed metates up ahead. "Follow us,"
they said, and we toured into a moun-
tain of boulders to spend lunchtime
picking up cherts and quartz crystals,
exploring caves for ollas, and exam-
ing inetates worn into blocks of stone.
By then, desert lore had captured us.
We visualized Indians huddled in
caves or sitting atop boulders grind-
ing their food. Someone mentioned
lost gold mines and Dick and I be-
lieved we'd found one in an out-crop-
ping of cjuartz under a huge boulder
split like a whale with its mouth
open. The gold turned out to be
mica, but at least we'd experienced a
Hash of discovery.

As shadows lengthened, we charged
ahead until our trail bogged deep
with sand. Reading the guide book,
we learned that this vast area was
once a sea. In our imaginations the
dead ocotillo became giant squid and
tangled roots turned into driftwood.
It was eerie in the sunset, with the
sand burning pink like an ocean of
lire.

Tales of the ever-changing desert
are quite real. We'd been hooked.
Already we were talking about a trip
in the spring to see cactus abloom and
the desert wild with flowers. Having
experienced the variety of desert
changes in only one day, we could
hardly wait to see what two months
would do.

Returning to the highway at Bor-
rego Springs, we located the Borrego
Valley Jeep Rental service. Next trip,
we'll rent one of their seven lavender
jeeps and do a bit of exploring on
our own. Anyone over 21 may rent
jeeps at 53.00 per hour plus gas,
S20.00 a day, or $35.00 for two days.
Located on the Borrego Valley Road,
the service is operated by Mae and
Dick Turpin, who leave their home
in Alaska and head for the desert
each fall. They will suggest points of
interest or furnish maps to their cli-
ents and even give tips on driving
through river bottoms if you're uneasy
away irom paved roads.

So, when you come to the desert
on your next vacation, don't be
fooled by a mirage of dun-colored
sand. Rough-it a bit and take a sec-
ond look. You'll go home part desert
rat, too! / / /



The Estudillo mansion

Riverside County's oldest school.

Vosburg's early New England hotel.

MUM • ;

by Marie Valore

Of Mansions and Myths

A L T H O U G H NESTLED under
Southern California's second highest
mountain range, San Jacinto's white
liame buildings and tree-fringed
streets remind New Englanders of
home. Why this influence should
have happened to the oldest town in
Riverside County—and one establish-
ed by a Russian exile at that—is a
paradox. Somewhere along the line
a Yankee must have drifted in.

Perhaps he was an early member
of the Lockwpod family who in 1886
built the Pioneer Hotel which still
does business today. Or, more likely,
he was an ancestor of the Vosburgs,
whose charming New England-style
hotel has been owned and operated
by the Vosburgs since it was establish-
ed in 1885. Whatever, this serene,
dignified town, within an hour's
drive from Los Angeles to its west or
Palm Springs to its east has a charac-
ter distinctly its own.

Apart from freeway traffic and un-
fettered by smog and over-popula-
tion, San facinto lies amid countless
miles of grazing dairy cows, truck
farms and nursery plants. Because of
its mild climate and nearby hot
springs, it's an ideal retirement town
—one with its golf course still un-
crowded and back country still un-
pilfered of treasure.

The town was officially founded

in 1870 by Procco Akimo, a Russian
exiled from his native land during
the Tsarist tenors of the 1800s.
Prior to that it was the site of Jusipah
Village, one of the seven Indian
rancherias of the San facinto Valley,
and, later, an outpost and stock
rancho of the vast San Luis Re)' Mis-
sion.

Probably the town's most illustri-
ous early citizens were members of
the Jose Antonio Estudillo family
whose Spanish land grant of 1842
covered an area now occupied by
both San Jacinto and Hemet, a town
several miles to the south. Don Jose
Estudillo lived in San Diego's old
town himself, but he built several
adobe mansions in San Jacinto for
members of his family. These were
later destroyed in an earthquake, but
local lore holds their locations respon-
sible lor the peculiar layout of the
cities' streets. A number of Estudillos
resided there and when they went
home, they went in different direc-
tions. It was their diverse trails that
directed the thoroughfares of the
t( iwn!

Francisco Estudillo became the first
mayor and postmaster. Generous and
well-liked, he donated many acres of
his holdings to the Santa Fe Railroad
and sold other family holdings to the
San Jacinto Land Company for a few

dollars an acre. These latter trans-
actions are reputed to have been ne-
gotiated to raise money to subsidize
lavish parties the family loved to
throw.

After the earthquake, a pair of
twin mansions were built by two of
the Estudillos which were—and still
are—the showplaces of San Jacinto.
There is a rumor that a third exist-
ed which was destroyed by fire, but
visitors today may still drive by two
of the two-storied red brick houses
with sprawling gardens, wide bal-
conies and cupolas on their roofs.

One is located across the street
from the San Jacinto Packing Com-
pany and is presently owned by the
McLeods who live in quarters in the
rear. A greenhouse and white barn
are contained within the fenced estate
and the house is almost hidden by
mulberry trees, flowering fruit and
palms. Although the house is impres-
sive from the exterior, it is a disap-
pointment inside and totally lacking
in its promise of charm. The parlors
ate so small and the number of rooms
so surprisingly few that the gay Estu-
dillos must have done their large-scale
entertaining in the garden.

The other mansion is located be-
tween the Sobocla Hot Springs Re-
sort and the Soboda Indian Reserva-
tion. It is called the "Althouse Ran-
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chita—Old San Jacinto Viejo," but is
secluded from the street by an olive
grove. None of the original land
grant in this area is held by an Estu-
dillo today, which seems rather a pity.
They contributed a great deal of color
to an era when California's economic
and social life revolved around its
famous ranchos.

In spite of its white frame Victor-
ian houses and broad lawns, not all
of the town is reminiscent of New
England. The San Jacinto High
School with its ivy-covered bell tower
and court)aid surrounded by aged
stucco buildings is typical of the
California Mission period. Built in
1910, it was modeled a Tier the old

Pala Mission and is the oMest \\\%\\
school in use in Riverside County.
Another influence is seen along Main
Street where the museum, theatre and
John Bainbridge's curio shop were
constructed to resemble Indian cave
dwellings.

Many of the communities' streets
were named after characters from
Helen Hunt Jackson's famous novel,
Ramona. Sheriff Street was named for
Mary Sheriff, the first teacher to come
to the valley to teach I n d i a n s
and in whose house Miss Jackson
lived. Sent to San Jacinto as a Spe-
cial Investigator to find out the truth
about the condition of the Soboda In-
dians, Miss Jackson was appalled by
what she encountered. The Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo had not been re-
spected and the life of these Indians
was one of sordid deprivation. Had
the Soboda Indians not been natur-
ally peaceful, San Jacinto could have
supported a bloody battle field.

Back country exploration in this
region is bound to turn up artifacts.
In addition to early Indian occupa-
tion, De An/a and his men marched
through the valley in 1775 and early
Spaniards operated a lime kiln near
I he popular Gilman Hot Springs re-
sort located on the outskirts of San
Jacinto. Land for a new branch of
the University of California has been
allotted near here also and construc-
tion is underway. Again, typical of
iis New England influence, it would
be hard to find a nicer campus at-
mosphere than in this lush valley so
rich with history and old world
charm. / / /

TWO SPRING ART EXHIBITS . . .
at the

. . . desert-southwest art gallery

Feb. I I - Mar. 4
Mar. 4-Mar. 31

Ned Pankin and Fremont Ellis
Bill Sharer—Ned Jacob

Also, paintings by red DeGra/ia, John Hilton, Bill Hampton, Karl
Albert, Warner Baird, Jack Dudley, Jack Forrest, Dale Logan Hill,
Bob Rishell, Ray Fries/, Val Samuelson and Wilton McCoy.

Selection of Maynard Dixon field sketches.

desert-southwest art gallery
Open daily, 9 to 5; Sundays noon to 5 No admission fee

(In The Desert Magazine Building,
Highway 111, Palm Desert)
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Th© Aqua Caliente Indians who own much of ?olm
valuable land have come a long way since white man moved
in on their happy spa. So what do they do with their money?
Jack Delaney made friends with the tribe and here is his

surprising answer.

BY JACK DELANEY

JL HE INDIANS were on the war-
path—they had reached the breaking
point! This was an all-out battle for
the right to convert their winning
tickets into wampum. The red men
were fed up with red tape—too many
pow-wows and too little action. They
were tired of the greeting: "How."
They knew how—the question they
wanted answered was when! A hun-
dred redskins bit the dust and came
up with enough loot to make them
one of the wealthiest tribes in the
United States.

Every brave, squaw, and papoose
received $335,000 in land. Some al-
ready held property appraised as high
as SI,000,000. This was the exciting
story that tempted me to investigate
the unbelievable modern day Indian
Reservation in the Coachella Valley
(Colorado Desert) of Southern Cali-
fornia. To reach this Indian country,
all I had to do was to drive east from
Los Angeles approximately 105 miles
along a fast Freeway (Interstate 10),
then a few miles on Highway 111 to
the village of Palm Springs.

Anyone planning an expedition in-
to the land of the Agua Caliente band
of Mission Indians, for the purpose of
exploring this fabulous area, should

prepare properly before attempting
the trek. Forget about the arrow-
proof vest and the tomahawk-deflect-
ing helmet. They won't be needed in
this Indian stronghold. However,
a few other items are absolute neces-
sities to the success and safety of the
adventure. These include suntan
lotion, swim suits, sports clothes, golf
clubs, and what is perhaps the most
important item — the old r e l i a b l e
check-book!

I found that the present day In-
dians of the Agua Caliente tribe are
a far cry from those of many moons
ago—but the same can be said of the
white people. Historic pictures of
life before automobiles, airplanes,
motion pictures, radio, television, etc.
show us in a different light also. A
group of Indians sitting around a
campfire silently smoking their pipes
might have been likened to a group
of men sitting around in the old
country store, occasionally spitting
pellets of chewing tobacco at the pot-
bellied stove. All that was missing in
the red man's circle was the pickle
barrel.

Actually, the descriptive labels
"red men" and "white men" are
meaningless. They are used here for
identification purposes only. The red
man is not red and, in Palm Springs
at least, the white man is not white.

Both enjoy a golden tan from the
desert sunshine. The red men hold
the moon in deep respect because,
according to an Indian legend, the
"Moon Maiden" brought the tribe
great joy. The white man worships
the sun in this land of the original
"hot foot," and it is no legend that
it sometimes brings him great sun-
burn!

One might ask if the Indians, ac-
customed to the simple way of life,
are overwhelmed by this "Jewel Box
of the Desert," which is known as the
playground of millionaires, the mecca
of Presidents, the haven of Hollywood
celebrities, and the winter golf capi-
tal of the world. The answer is that,
in many cases, they are the landlords
to the millionaires, the Presidents,
the celebrities, and the golfers—and
who ever heard of a landlord being
overwhelmed by anything! They just
drive around in their air-conditioned
Cadillacs, stopping occasionally for
a "money break" at their favorite
bank.

In order to really appreciate the
significance of the Indian situation in
the Palm Springs area today, I search-
ed the historic records of these per-
sonable and industrious people. From
Harry C. James, an acknowledged
authority on the Indians of the
Southwest, and author of the very in-
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From tule huts to Palm Springs estates in less than 100 years'.

formative book, The Cahuilla In-
dians, I learned that scientists, using
the language root theory, include the
Agua Caliente tribe in the Cahuilla
clan. Also, that the same system of
classification relates the Cahuilla In-
dians to the Aztecs of Mexico, the
Hopi of Arizona, and the Ute of
Colorado and Utah.

The Cahuilla Indians of Southern
California were under Spanish domi-
nation from 1769 until 1845, when
California became part of the United
States. When the Spaniards came,
there were about 200,000 Indians in
the area. Some of them became sub-
jects of the Missions of the Fran-
ciscan Fathers and, as such, received
mixed blessings. They were taught
the arts of agriculture, house build-
ing, and stock raising; but suffered
cruelties and indignities at the hands
of the Spaniards, the Mexicans, and
the early American pioneers. Since
the Agua Caliente tribe was at one
time under the influence of the Cali-
fornian Missions, it is frequently re-
ferred to as a band of the Mission
Indians.

Acording to Harry James, the ear-
liest records of the Cahuilla show
them broken up into a multitude of
small village groups, established
around springs or beside streams in
the mountains and in desert can-
yons. One such group set up house-
keeping at the base of Mount San
Jacinto because they discovered warm
waters bubbling from the earth.
Their spot was named Agua Cali-
ente by the Indians and this group
became known as the Agua Caliente
tribe. Every village had set boun-
daries, and disputes over these boun-
daries sometimes became very bitter.
They were a peace loving people, but
it was imperative to their survival
that they protect their scant food
supply.

I learned from Elizabeth W. Rich-
ards, in her interesting booklet, A
Look Into Palm Springs' Past, that
cactus, palm nuts, mesquite pods and
seeds, and acorns made up the staples
in their diet. The barrel cactus, after
being cooked for several hours, tasted
like artichoke. Yucca stalk tasted like
asparagus. Mesquite pods (about
25% plant sugar), palm nuts, and
acorns were ground into meal and
stored for future use. Their meat
supply consisted principally of deer
and rabbit—with an occasional chuck-
walla li/ard. The Indians lured rab-
bits by making certain noises during
their mating season, and killed them
with rocks or arrows when they came
close to investigate.

The Agua Caliente tribe was for-
tunate in that their contact with the
white man was relatively limited un-
til mid-19th century. Other Indians
did not fare nearly as well, because
first under Spain, then under Mexi-
can rule, and later under American
colonial domination, they were ex-
ploited and subjected to conditions
closely akin to slavery. This was par-
ticularly true of Indians living near
white settlements. By subterfuge,
their land was taken over and "home-
steaded," especially if it contained
features that were desired by the
early settlers.

The most interesting moments of
my "expedition" were spent mingling
with tribal members. Realizing that
nothing can beat the people-to-people
approach, I visited with several of
these Indians in their homes. Through
informal conversation I was success-
ful in bringing out many facts not
generally covered in the skimpy litera-
ture about them.

Elizabeth Monk, a definitely friend-
ly Indian, has served on the Tribal
Council for many years. (This gov-
erning body, composed of a chair-
man and four members, has been in
existence since 1955.) Her father,
Marcus Pete, represented his Chief
in a Washington, D.C. conference and
was noted as an interpreter for the
tribe. He spoke fluent English. Never
happy with his original name, Pete
Marcus, he changed it to Marcus
Pete. When I asked Elizabeth what
she thought of Westerns on television

Joe Patencio, Chief of the Agua Caliente tribe, greets visitors at the door of
his luxurious Palm Springs home.
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her answer was, "Oh, I can take 'em
or leave em alone. The Indian
scenes do nothing for me!"

Chief Joe Patencio, a fine Indian
specimen, received me in his home
and sat around chatting with me
while his family watched color tele-
vision at the other end of a spacious
living room. The whole atmosphere
was one of contentment, but Joe point-
ed out philosophically that a fight
was necessary to attain their present
position, and that their children will
have to fight all through life to re-
lain it. I learned from other In-
dians that he was the last of the her-
editary Chiefs when their system of
government was changed nine years
ago, but he was too modest to admit
this. However, he was proud of his
uncle, Francisco Patencio, who pre-
ceded him as Chief, and was the
author of a book, entitled, Stories and
Legends of the Palm Springs Indians.

It was interesting to learn that
Chief Francisco Patencio wrote this
book mainly for the younger genera-
tion whom he felt was drifting away
from their own people, "so that when
the Indian customs are forgotten,
they may read and know, and remem-
ber in their hearts the ways and
thoughts of their ancestors." He point-
ed out that the Indians kept records
of their people, but that they did not
keep records of time. A story, involv-
ing the activities of a certain group
of characters, might cover a span of
1000 or even 5000 years—they had no
way of knowing.

To clarify frequent mention of
.songs and stories in his book the Chief
says, "When 1 speak of songs of the
people it means that songs were the
laws. When anyone did something
thai was not in the law, the Indian
people would say that the song is
against them. Their own people
would not recognize them if the songs
were against them. That was our
law. The Great Spirit gave our people
power, but they lost it because they
had ii so long that they began making
their own songs. The power became
less and less, until only a very little
remains to a lew of the medicine men
today."

foe Patencio told me, "It's all in
the book," and his pride in his uncle's
word picture of the Indians of yester-
day is understandable. I was inform-
ed that the Indians never copied,
never had to borrow customs of other
people. They had their own music,
their own medicine, their own dances.
They wove their own blankets—blan-
kets that would hold water. The In-
dian obeyed his songs. No man ever
raised his hand against his wife. No
woman was ever unfaithful to her

husband. "Always the Indian obeyed
his songs—always until now. Now
they learn different ways from other
people."

Going back to the old days with
the Chief (Francisco), there was a be-
lief that no tribe was ever wiped out.
"The Power always saved at least two
of them. It all were killed, it would
turn out that some were away visiting
and would be saved to preserve the
tribe." The Indian people always
helped each other. No family had
food when another had nothing.
They divided—and then they starved
together.

An interesting legend tells us that
"giant flies were taught to twist the
stick to make the lire." It is ex-
plained that "the flies have never

citizenship because YfC have y
been citizens in this country always."

In defense of the Mission Fathers
he said that they were not cruel to
the Indians. They were kind, but
they took on as assistants Indians
who learned Spanish easily. These
men went around everywhere and,
even though they were of the same
race, many of them were mean and
cruel to their own people. It was they
who worked the Indians hard, pun-
ished them, and even stole their chil-
dren to make Christians out of them.

My visits with a number of the
Agua Caliente Indians, for the pur-
pose of learning more about them,
produced gratifying results and were
quite enjoyable. I found that most
of them lean toward the modest side,

Tioo million dollar spa built on land leased from the Indians.

logotten this, because today you can
see even the common house flies rub-
bing their hands together, remember-
ing it yet."

As in the Christian religion, these
people worshipped a good spirit, Um
\aw—the God of the Indians, and
feared a bad one, Tahquitz—a real
devil! "He had great power but be
became a very bad spirit. He killed
the people and animals. He caused
the wrecks of trains and automobiles,
and delighted in everything that made
misery for people." Tahquitz was a
real heel who caused these good folks
a heap of anxiety.

Francisco Patencio, Chief of the
Agua Caliente Tribe, never went to
school, bin in later life he could
read and write English, Spanish,
French and speak seven Indian dia-
lects. He attended the American In-
dian Society convention in Minneapo-
lis (I!)I!)) and stood before all of the
delegates from other tribes and said,
"I hear that you want citizenship. I
and my people, we do not want

are hesitant to volunteer information,
but will talk with a little prompting.
The younger ones could recall no-
thing of importance about the past,
nor remember anything that might
have been passed on to them by their
parents or grandparents, This ap-
pears to [joint up the wisdom of
Chief Patencio in preparing a writ-
ten record for those who are drifting.
It was inevitable, with the coming of
the white people and the rapid
growth of the area in recent years,
that they should drift—or perhaps a
belter word would be adjust.

The transition of this locality from
a peaceful Indian village to a white,
or mixed, town started with the ar-
rival of fudge John G. McCallum in
1884. He was the first permanent
white resident of Agua Caliente, as
it was known at the time. Edward
Ainsworth tells us in his book, The
Beckoning Desert, that Judge Mc-
Callum was a member of the Legisla-
ture and, at the time, Superintendent

Continued on Page 42
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This manuscript, with the letter below, arrived too close to DESERT's deadline
to have a complete assay made of the nuggets. However, they have passed
the scratch test and the nitric acid test. It's a good yarn. The writer asks
nothing. Moreover, as he is anonymous, he is not seeking publicity. Whether
his nuggets are Pegleg's or not, is for you to decide. They may be examined

in the office of DESERT Magazine.—Editor.

near Choral Per>ner

Although the enclosed story has no byline, I believe i t and

the Dhotogranhs will be of interest to you. After you have

read the story you will understand why the reasons for my

remaining anonymous are too obvious to enumerate.

You have my full permission to publish the story and this l e t t e r

if you wish. They may be of minor interest to the readers of

Desert magazine.

More important, I am also enclosing two of the Pegleg nuggets.

One is s t i l l black, exactly as found and the other has had the

black cooper oxides removed by the process mentioned in the story

and i s now native "gold" in color. You will have these nuggets

to show one and al l who have doubted the story of Peglog's black

nuggets. You may keen them with my comnliments for Desert

magazine's collection of desert ar t i fac ts in t h i s case

you can s tar t a new collection of items from lost mines that

have been found.

Very sincerely yours

The man who found Pegleg's black gold

P.S. If the story is printed, undoubtedly there will be some

questions from the readers. As mentioned, I'm a subscriber to

Desert magazine, and although I will remain anonymous, I will

answer any question or le t ter that is printed in Desert magazine.


