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Q A Boots

ANZA-BORREGO DESERT GUIDE by Horace Par-
ker Second edition of this well-illustrated and
documented book is enlarged considerably. Tops
among guidebooks, it is equally recommended
for research materizal in an area that was crossed
by Anza, Kit Carson, the Mormon Battalian, ‘49ers,
Railroad Survey parties, Pegleg Smith, the Jack-
ass Mail, Butterfield Stage, and today's adven-
turous tourists. 139 pages, cardboard cover.
$2.95. May be ordered from DESERT Magazine
Book Dept.

DESERT WILD FLOWERS by Edmund C. Jaeger,
Revised edition of this authoritative, best selling
book contains a key to aid in identification and
a list of name changes. This books is a “‘must”
for desert travelers and botanists. Well illustrated
with a text understandable by amateurs, DESERT
particularly recommends it. 322 pages, hard-
cover, published by Stanferd University Press.
$5.00. Order from DESERT Magazine Book Dept.

LOST MINES AND HIDDEN TREASURES by Le-
land Lovelace. Authoritative and exact accounts
give locations and fascinating data about a lost
lake of gold in California, buried Aztec ingot
in Arizona, kegs of coins, and all sorts of excit-
ing booty for treasure seekers, Hardcover, $4.00.

DIG HERE! by Thomas Penfield, Facts are sifted
from fiction for over 100 lost mines. Mapped
ed sheets and illustration add interest. $3.95.

THE CAHUILLA INDIAN BY Harry C. James. Here
is the real story about the almost forgotten tribe
that once owned the mountains towering above
Palm Springs as well as its desert oasis, The few
remaining members of the tribe still own valu-
able property. Answering many questions about
these remarkable people, the book is hardcover,
184 pages, lavishly illustrated, and limited to
only 1250 copies. $7.50.

GHOSTS OF THE GLORY TRAIL by Nell Mur-
barger is a fast moving chronicle of Western
boomcamp and bonanza, Rich in human interest
as well as authenvic history, this book covers
ghosttowns of Nevada, western Utah and eastern
California. Hardcover, 291 pages. Price $6.75.

NEVADA'S TURBULENT YESTERDAY by Don Ash-
baugh. Illustrated with a fine collection of old
photos and throbbing with exciting tales of
Nevada's robust past, this an authentic ghost
town history written by one of Nevada’s favor-
ite authors, Hard cover. 346 pages. $7.50.

JEEP TRAILS TO COLORADO GHOST TOWNS by
Robert L. Brown. An illustrated, detailed, infor-
mal history of life in the mining camps deep in
the almest inaccess’ble mountain fastness of the
Colorado Rockies. Fifty-eight towns are included
as examples of the vigorous struggle for exist-
ence in the mining camps of the West. 239
pages, illustrated, =nd sheet map. Hard Cover.
$5.50.

ON DESERT TRAILS by Randall Henderson, foun-
der and publisher of Desert Magazine for 23
years. One of the first good writers to reveal
the beauty of the mysterious desert areas. Hen-
derson’s experiences, combined with his com-
ments on the desert of yesterday and today,
makes this a MUST for those who really want
to understand the desert. 375 pages, illustrated,
Hard Cover. $5.00.
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THE NORTH AMERICAN DESERTS by Edmund C.
Jaeger. A long-time authority on all phases of
desert areas and life, Dr. Jaeger’s book on the

North American Deserts should be carried
wherever you fravel. It not only describes each
of the individual desert areas, but has illus-
trated sections on desert insects, reptiles, birds,
mammals and plants. 315 pages, illustrated
photographs, line drawings and maps. Hard
Cover. $5.95.

GHOST TOWN TRAILS by Lambert Florin is third
in a series that ranks among the best ghosttown
books ever written. Excellent photos and stories
cover an area that stretches across the entire
west from Alaska to New Mexico. Large format,
192 pages. Hardcover. Price $12.50.

PAINTERS OF THE DESERT by Ed Ainsworth. A
beautifully illustrated and well-written roundup
of 13 of the desert's outstanding artists—Dixon,
Forsythe, Swinnerton, Fechin, Eytel, Lauritz, Buff,
Klinker, Perceval, Hilton, Proctor, McGrew, and
Bender. Folio size, gold-stamped hard cover.
Full color reproductions. 125 pages. $11.00.

CORTES, By Francisco lopez de Gomara, secre-
tary to the famous conqueror of Mexico. A vivid
narration of the exploits of Herman Cortes who
combined diplomacy, cunning and military might
to overcome his adversaries. 480 pages, illus-
trated. Hard cover. $8.50.

THE OREGOMN DESERYT by E. R. Jackman and
R. A. Llong. This book is a hard one to define.
A single paragraph may be a mixture of geo-
logy, history, biography and rich desert lore.
The only complete book about the Oregon desert,
the material applies equally well to other des-
erts of the West. The humor and fascinating
anecdotes coupled with factual background and
unusual photos, including color, make it excel-
lent reading material even for those who may
never visit Oregon. 407 pages, illustrated. Hard
Cover. Third printing, $6.50.

LOWER CALIFORNIA GUIDE BOOK by Gerhard
and Gulick. The authors have revised the third
edition to bring it up to date. Veteran travelers
in Baja California would not venture south of
the border without this authoritative volume. It
combines the fascinating history of every loca-
tion, whether it be a town, mission or aban-
doned ranch, with detailed mileage maps and
locations of gasoline supplies, water and other
needed information on Baja. 243 pages with
three-color folding map, 16 detailed route maps,
4 city maps, 22 illustrations. Hard cover. $6.50.

MEET FLORA MEXICANA by Walter Pesman. Ab-
solutely essential for travelers into Old Mexico
or Baja who want to know the names, uses and
habits of flora that grows along roads and
highways. Well illustrated with lively text. 278
pages. Paperback, $4.00.

THE DESERT IS YOURS by Erle Stanley Gardner.
In his latest book on the desert areas of the
West, the author again takes his reader with
him as he uses every means of transportation to
explore the wilderness areas and sift the facts
and rumors about such famous legends as the
Lost Arch, Lost Dutchman and Lost Dutch Oven
mines. 256 pages, illustrated. Hard cover. $7.50.

THE HIDDEN HEART OF BAJA by Erle Stanley
Gardner., The noted creator of the best-selling
mysteries of our time has written several books
on Baja California and the desert areas of the
West. With his talent of combining adventure
and mystery with facts, the author takes you
with him as he probes the mysteries of "The
Hidden Heart of Baja” and tells how he dis-
covered an archeclogical find of major impor-
tance thus opening up a new concept regarding
cave paintings. 256 pages, illustrated with color
photos of Indian paintings. Hard cover. $7.50.

THE DINOSAUR HUNTERS, Othneil C. Marsh
and Edward D. Cope, By Robert Plate. A dual
biography of the first dincsaur hunters whose
bitter rivalry split the scientific world for about
25 years but whose exploits of the 1870s and
1880s excited the public imagination and made
dinosaurs a household word. Easy. reading, the
book is packed with action resulting from the
intense feud between Marsh and Cope, both
wealthy men who exhausted their fortunes in
the arduous hunt for the creatures of the past.
281 pages. Hard Cover. $4.95.

HUNTING THE DESERT WHALE by Erle Stanley
Gardner. Among the first Americans fo ever
camp al Scammon’s Lagoon in Baja California,
if not the first, Gardner learned, while hunting
the great grey whale with a camera that they
don’t sit graciously for portraits! Whale hunting
and beach combing for rare treasures make for
exciting reading. Hardcover, 208 pages, illus-
trated with photos. $6.00.

THREE PATHS ALONG A RIVER By Tom Hudson.
Illustrated by Ralph Love. Once a river, the
San Luis Rey is now only an intermittent
stream. History marched beside the river, and
in a sense the Valley of San Luis Rey can
called the Gateway to California. The earliest
overland travelers coming from Mexico and
west from the States traveled the Carrizo Cor-
ridor leading inland through Temecula to the
Mission of San Gabriel and the Pueblo of Los
Angeles. The Butterfield Stage route crossed
the river near its headwaters, 245 page. Hard
cover. $6.

GHOSTS OF THE ADOBE WALLS by Nell Mur-
barger, the well known “roving reporter of the
desert.,” The author's just-published book is an
intimate chronicle of Arizona’s once-booming
mining towns, stage stations, army posts, mar-
auding Indians and fantastic human characters.
380 pages, illustrated. Hard Caver. $7.50.

Send check or money order to DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK ORDER DEPARTMENT, Palm Desert, California 92260,
Include 25¢ for postage and handling. California residents must add 4% sales tax. Please do not ask to be billed.
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December Pepperconns . . . by Yack Pepper

SLIPPING SILVER. The United States Mint, the world's largest con-
sumer of silver, feels its silver is slipping. Although it still has 1.35
billion ounces of William Jennings Bryan's precious metal, the demand
by non-Communist countries is growing and with the increase in
American tourists abroad the supply may be depleted. Some experts
say the only solution is to drastically reduce or eliminate altogether
the silver in dimes, quarters and half dollars. This dilemma comes
shortly after Congress directed the Mint to resume production of silver

Volume 27 Nomber 12 dollars for the first time in 30 years. The newly minted 45 million
December, 1964 cartwheels will contain more than 32 million ounces of silver. There's
no mention of going back to mining silver again as enother alternative.

This Month's Cover

Desert view of Superstition Mountain near
Apache Junction, Arizona.
By DARWIN VAN CAMPEN

4 Books for DESERT Readers

SILVER AND SMALL MINERS. Specakers at the annual Small Miners
Convention meeting at Burton's Tropico Gold Mine and Mill, near
Rosamond, Calif., viewed the silver cnd gold problem with great
alarm. “There is a silver shortage in the world,” said Hollis Dole,
Chief Geologist for the State of Oregon, “ond our monetary policies

6 Dichos have led us into a silver crisis. Eventually this crisis will destroy our
By RICARDO CASTILLO silver coins and leave us with nothing but paper currency,” he con-

) cluded: Urging a return to the Gold Standard and opposing the

7 Whale of a Trip to Baja removal of our 25 percent gold reserve, the miners stressed that part
By IRA HUFFMAN of the U. S. Constitution which says that only gold and silver are legal

9 The Sand Man money. The present law requires a 25 percent gold backing for U. S.

By SAM HICKS

currency, and the removal of this safeguard would permit the bankers
to flood the country with worthless printing-press money, the miners

10 Vasquez Rocks charged. Shades of the Old West! Backaground of the meeting was
By RUTH B. DAVIS also something out of the Old West. Burton's Tropico Gold Mine is
13 A Giant Dies one of the largest gold mines in the West for sightseeing tourists and
By JANICE BEATY has an adjoining replica of a gold rush town complete with saloons,
shops and a museum.
15 Ghosts of Rich Hill

17

19

22

23

26

By JANICE BEATY

Angel of Borrego
By KARL VON VOIGHTLANDER

Desert Adventure
By JAMES POWELL

Goading Gold Ghosts of Glamis
By JACK PEPPER

Dawn. in the Chocolates
By JACK PEPPER

Corn Shrine of the Tanos
By C. M. MONTGOMERY

STILL CLOSED. Since the beginning of World War II o large section
of the Chocolate Mountains in Southern California has been leased
as an Aerial Gunnery Range by the United States. Travel in this
historic and fascinating country is strictly prohibited. Acting on a tip
this area was going to be released by Uncle Sam we queried the
powers-that-be, only to be informed the restrictions will be in effect
for at least another year. Not all of the Chocolate Mountains are
restricted, however, so you can still look for lost mines and treasures.
See "Goading the Gold Ghosts of Glamis” in this issue.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS. Christmas parades and pageants will be held
in mony of the communities throughout the West. They cannot all be
listed. Typical are the Annual Christmas Parade and Los Vigilantes
Mistletoe Dance, El Centro, Dec. 5; Christmas Parade, Elko, Nevada,
Dec. 5; Opening of Santa Claus Lane, Brawley, Dec. 5; Grand Opening

5 of San Diego's Christmas Center, Balboa Park with life-size display of
&) gg}gﬁ:ﬂ }écd;:n Toih biblical scenes, Dec. B. New Mexico Indian pueblos will have celebra-
By PATRICE SMART tions Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. For specific dates write to
aolela o the nearest Chamber of Commerce.
L e OTHER DECEMBER EVENTS. Dune Buggy Show, Brawley, Nov. 29;
Imperial Valley Kennel Club Dog Show, Imperial Fair Grounds, Nov.
35 White Hill, Arizona 29; National Horse Show, Brawley, Calif., Dec. 27 and 28.

By LAMBERT FLORIN
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Americana

-------

avceINg his heavy cameras by
stage coach, buckboard, and

ack mule, F. J. Haynes shot
more rian 25,000 pictures of the
working West in the 70's and 80’s.
Two hundred and forty-four of the
finest of these —a rare, widg-rang-
ing record of settlers, toughs and
tenderfeet building railroads, min-
ing, homesteading, ranching and
river-boating — illustrate Freeman
Tilden’s lively and enthusiastic one
hundred thousand word re-creation
of the period. Appendix includes
technical camera information, §12.95

FOLLOWING

THE FRONTIER

‘WITH F. ]J. HAYNES, PIONEER

PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE OLD WEST

by FREEMAN TILDEN

HE vast wilderness stretching
upstream from the Grand
Canyon is almost unknown
to most Americans, Its grandeur is
captured at last in this first full-
scale biography of the region—a
dramatic history of conquistadores,
cattle barons, miners, Mormons —
illuminated by some of the most
beautiful photographs ever taken of
the American West. Of these 16
are in full color, 110 in gravure,
Published jointly by Alfred A.
Knopf and the University of Utah
Press in association with the Amon
Carter Museum. 815

STANDING UP
COUNTRY

THE CANYON LANDS OF
UTAH AND ARIZONA

by C. GREGORY CRAMPTON

Now at better bookstores

ALFRED * A * KNOPF, Publisher

(Western style)
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HILTON PAINTS THE DESERT
By John Hilton

The greatest thrill to cross our desk
this month is a pre-publication issue
of John Hilton’s collection of paint-
ings with a forward by Ed Ainsworth
and editorial information about tech-
nique, purpose, painting philosophy
and desert lore written by John Hil-
ton, himself.

Twelve paintings are reproduced,
each 12x16. Hilton supervised the
entire production and the full-color
reproductions are so fine that you
have to touch them to realize they
aren’'t originals. Each print of the
collection is outstanding and all orig-
inals are owned by Hilton's wife, Bar-
bara, who has refused all offers to
sell to date. Probably the finest of
the collection is a recent painting
named The Power and The Glory. It
is doubtful that Hilton will ever sur-
pass himself with this masterpiece.

Hilton's paintings have appeared in
almost every outstanding gallery in
America and by all critics he is con-
sidered the dean of desert painting.
Also an accomplished writer, his
words have produced as much under-
standing and appreciation for the
desert as have his paintings.

This collector's item is now avail-
able in three different packages and
at two different prices. A limited edi-
tion with each print handsigned in
23K gold, $90. Regular editions with
transparent plastic covers tied by
thongs, $65; or the collection of 12
prints, handsigned and unbound for
framing, $65. All may be ordered
from the DESERT Magazine Book
Dept.

DESERT WILD FLOWERS
By Edmund C. Jaeger.

When Dr. Jaeger revises a book it
comes out almost new. In this second
edition a key to aid in identification
of wild flowers has been added, a list
of name changes provided and a num-
ber of photographs replaced. Here is
the most complete work ever publish-
ed on [lora of the Southwestern des-
erts by the man most qualified to
write it . . . and it is as easily under-
stood by amateur botanists and travel-
ers as it is informative to the pro-
fessional.

Hardcover with 322 pages, it may
be ordered from the DESERT Maga-
zine Book Department. Price $5.00.

GHOST TOWN

WESTERN
SHADOWS
By Lambert Florin

Lambert Florin has done it again!
Here is his fourth ghost town book.
We can’t say it's his best because, in
our opinion, a ghost town book can't
get any better than any of Florin's
four, and we've reviewed a lot of
ghost town books.

His genius for finding forgotten
places, digging up fantastic informa-
tion, and photographing towns and
relics, is evident on each page of this
brilliant 814" x 1014", slick paper,
hardcover book. Ghost towns covered
in this edition include some of Nev-
ada, Colorado, Arizona, Utah, Cali-
fornia, Oregon, New Mexico, Wyo-
ming, Washington, South Dakota,
Montana, B.C., and Alaska.

The foreward includes a message
that should be read by every ghost
town hunter in the world. We hope
that Mr. Florin will allow DESERT
to reprint it for one of the monthly
ghost town articles he contributes to
each issue of DESERT.

Ghost Town Shadows consists of
188 pages, costs $12.50 and may be
ordered from the DESERT Magazine
Book Department.

GEMS, MINERALS,
AND ORES
By Richard Pearl.

This collector's encyclopedia is a
book long overdue. The best of its
kind that we've ever seen, its 64 full-
color pages and high grade stock make
it appear a much more expensive
book than it is. But best of all is the
information it contains. From Agate
to Zircon, arranged in alphabetical
order, this guide tells where to find
them, how to identify them, and how
to collect, cut and display. DESERT
recommends it highly. Hardcover, 320
pages, it sells for $6.95 and may be
ordered from DESERT Magazine
Book Department.

CRYSTALS

BASIC BOATING

By Howard Andrews and
Alexander Russell

We are reviewing this book in
DESERT because too many desert
boaters buy a boat and skim off on
Lake Mead, Lake Powell, or one of
the great desert water ways without
even knowing which side of the boat



USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM -18th ANNUAL ROUNDUP

WESTERN CHRISTMAS CARDS
IN FULL COLOR

Just moseyin’ over. ..

Just moseyin' over—to wish y'all Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year

Hewdy.. Jrosm the twe e ual

Howdy . .. from the two of us!—With Best
Wishes at Christmas and through all the
New Year

407
[

Christmas Chores— Christmas Greetings and
Best Wishes for all the Year

—

Il‘? ANtA
”)i oot

EeEllics

Seasen's Greefings—With Best Wishes at
Christmas and Happiness through all the
Coming Year

Chrisimas Handouts—Greeting is a warm
and friendly 6 line descriptive western verse

The Story of Christmasin Sign Language—
May the Spirit of Christmas abide with you
throughout the Coming Year

Christmas Morning on the Desert—May
every happiness be yours at Christmas and
throughout the New Year

Cowboy's
Christmas
Prayer

A Cowboy's Christmas Prayar—This fa-
mous 26 line prayer is inside the card in
addition to 3 greeting

Christmas Visitors—May the meaning of the
Season be deeper, its friendships stronger
and its hopes brighter, etc.

e
0

Headin' West to Laramie—Best Wishes for
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Smoketree in the West—Best Wishes at
Christmas and Happiness through all the
Coming Year

Thinlin " of g at Chitstoas

Thinkin' of you at Christmas— B

est Wishes

A Christmas Kindness—Greeting is a beau-
tiful 4 line western verse

Candles of the Lord—May the Peace and

for the Holid
the New Year

ys and H il

**. .. fair and open face of heaven...'—
May every happiness be yours at Christmas
and throughout the New Year

Hapy of the Ch Season abide
with you through all the Coming Year

Winter Friends— A friendly wish for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year

5 il o o
GREETINGS FROM GUR DUTFIT TO YOURS

Grastings from our outfit to yours—With
Best Wishes for Christmas and all the New
Year

429

Roadrunning Santa—Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

Spurs an’ Pine—Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

f:‘* e
Christmas Thanks—Inside is a sentimental
14 line western Christmas verse in addition

All new and different for 1964, Beautiful full-color reproductions of original paintings by top
western artists—teaturing Lorenz and including Kleiber, Fogg, Hilton, Lowdermilk, Fchohawk,
Harman, etc. Finest quality, heavy-grade paper single folds to 434" x 634" with matching white
envelopes. We always include a few extra envelopes with each order. Cards can be ordered with
or without your name custom printed in red to match greetings. These exclusive cards available
by mail only. Your order carefully filled and shipped within 24 hours right up "til Christmas.

HOW TO ORDER: Write quantity of each card you want in box below illustration,
Cards may be assorted al no extra cost, Order all of ane kind or as many of each as desired.
Circle total quantity and cost on price list, You may order by letter or fill out coupon and mail
this entire page with cash, check, or money order to:

The LAZY RL RANCH

Box 1500
Boulder, Colo.

to the greeting

25

0 75 10 15 200 300 500
745

TOTAL QUANTITY 15

WITHOUT NAME $2.?5_ 375 1095 1395 2045 26.95 3975 64.95

WITH NAME $3.75 495 895 1295 1595 2325 7995 4475 7145
Canada residents remit in U. 5. dollar value. Colorado residents add 207 sales tax

Names to

he printed

an cards

SEND EARDS TO.___
Rte., 5t., or Box No.__

Y R




DESERT BONANZA by Marcia Wynn. Story

of Randsburg-Johannesburg area 1hr0ugh
three mining booms, $8.50
VOICE OF THE COYOTE by =5 Frank Deobie.
Stories gathered over 30 years by philoso-
pher of the Pecos _ $6.50
THE CEMENT HUNTERS by James W. A.
Wright. 200 copy edition of the story of
the lost gold mine in the High Sierras $8.50
GHOSTS OF THE ADOBE WALLS by Nell Mur-
barger. Chronicles of Arizona mining camps,
army posts, ranches and amazing human
characters. . $7.50
MASKED GODS by Frank Waters, Unique,
autographed, numbered first edition of popu-
lar book on Navajo and Pueblo ceremonial-
fsm, _ $6.50
COMSTOCK MINING AND MINERS b\,f Eliot
Lord. Reprints of 1883 edition of outstanding
history of Virginia City. . _ $8.50
THE PLACE NO ONE KNEW by Eliot Porter.
72 beautiful color photos of Glen Canyon
on the Colorado. DAV . $25.00
TIME AND THE RIVER FI.OW!NG GRAND
CANYON by Francois Leydet, Latest in Sierra
Club Exhibit-Forma* Series. Price until Christ-
mas ... %20.00

MANY OTHERS. Write for complete list.

Postage prepaid if payment enclosed with
order. In Calif. add 4% sales tax.

PINON BOOK STORE

206 North Main St, Bishop, California
In the Heart of the LEastern High Sierras

CHANGING ADDRESS?

New postal regulations make it important
that yeu send your change-of-address notice
to us promptly. And please remember to list
your old address as well as your new and
your Zip Code.

DESERT Magazine—Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

DESERT Subscription Service

SPICE YOUR
SPANISH WITH
DICHOS

By Ricardo Castillo

“Dichos” are the pungent Spanish
proverbs which add so much color
and logic to the conversation and
thinking of our Mexican neighbors.

"Piedra que rueda no cria musgo.”
A rolling stone gathers no moss.

"El que mal anda mal acaba.”

He who starts out wrong ends up
wrong.

"En la carcel v en la cama se con-
ocen los amigoes.”

Being sick or in jail will tell you
who your true friends are.

“Perro que ladra no muerde.”

A barking dog bites no one.

"“El que con ninos se acuesta, mo-
jado se levanta.”

If you go to bed with children,
you'll wake up wet.

“El tonto y el flojo, emdan dos
veces el camino.”

The lazy and the foolish walk the
same road twice.

"Quien adelante no mira, atras se
queda.”

He who does not look forward,
remains behind!

"La mujer v la tela no la cates
a la candela.”

Neither a wife nor cloth should be
examined by candle-light.

jEnter a Subscription []
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]
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| Address Change Only []

Magazines are no longer forwarded by the post
office when you move. To insure uninterrupted
delivery please attach your magazine address
—_ label here and print your new address below.

To Change Your Address

[0 l-year subscription
. . $4.50

ol
‘g {0 One Z-year subscrip-
e tion, or,

O Two l-year sub-

Name

louogq

scriptions $£8.50

Foreign subscribers add 75¢

Address

per subscriplion.

To Give a Desert Subscription

[ New

Print your ncme and address above, and name and address of recipient below.

[] Renewal

Recipient

[ New

Sign Gift Card: “From

[0 Remewal

[ Payment Enclosed

[J Bill Me Later

Now Buoks

is port. Many accidents, often fatal,
could have been avoided had the
mariners been acquainted with even
the most basic elements of seaman-
ship—such as to which side he passes
an oncoming vessel, the meaning of
distress signals, how to splice a line,
distinguish dry rot, run a narrow in-
let, or leave a dock.

Here is a systematically organized
book that covers every important sub-

ject in regard to boating—accident pre-

vention, first aid, sea law applied to
small boat owners, manners and cus-
toms of the boating world, piloting,
compass reading, and descriptions and
definitions of every type of small
boat—inboard, outboard, and sail.

Well illustrated with photos and
line drawings, this 359-page hard-
cover book is published by Prentice-
Hall and may be ordered from DES-
ERT Magazine Book Department for
$8.25.

PICTURE GALLERY PIONEERS
By Ralph W. Andrews

A truly wonderful collection of
photographs recording places and
events important to the West between
the years 1850 to 1875. This picture
gallery of pre-Civil War wagon trains
and railroads was produced by such
old-time photographers as Hillers,
Savage, Watkins, Britt and others who
recorded scenes and people from Salt
Lake City, Denver, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Seattle, San Diego, and
placer mining camps of Nevada, Ida-
ho, Arizona and other frontiers that
will make those over 60 feel nostalgic
and those younger feel like partici-
])&lntS.

Hardcover, large format, 8x11 in-
ches, with 192 pages full of lively text
as well as photos. Price $12.560. May
be ordered from DESERT Magazine
Book Department.

Just off the press . . .

Quilaws, Heroes and Jokers
of the old Southwest

by PETER ODENS
33 sketches history books forgot
with 28 photographs.

Ideal as a gift item.

Send $2 and your sales tax, if any, to

PETER ODENS
P. O. Box 222
El Centro, California 92244
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A WHALE of 4 Trip to Baja

by Ira Huffman

N A TRIP to Scammon’s La-

goon in Baja California, five

Southern California adventur-
ers discovered two things—one, that
the treasure area usually designated by
other writers is not necessarily the
best, and two, why lady whales don’t
wear Maidenforms.

Equipping a 4-wheel drive vehicle
with 11.00 x 15 inch tires and carrying
four spares, extra parts and a 12-foot
aluminum boat with a 3-horsepower
outboard, Morlin Childers and J. L.
Love, of El Centro, prepared them-
selves for a 18-day trip through the
upper half of lower California and
across the wicked Vizcaino Desert. In
addition to the above gear and great
quantities of water and food, they also
carried a trail bike outfitted with an
oversized rear tire to increase its
effectiveness in sand. This vehicle
was worth its weight as a means for
making advance forays into areas
where roads were undetermined and
as transportation insurance in case of
breakdown. The remainder of their
party arrived by private plane, land-
ing at a spot on the beach designated
by the two who had advanced by
land.

Scammon’s Lagoon lies 400 miles
south of Mexicali on the Pacific coast
of Lower California. The long beach

on the south side of the lagoon en-
trance is a dumping ground where
tricky Japanese currents have buried
many a hapless seaman shipwrecked
in the North Pacific. This graveyard
is about 20 miles long and just south-
west of the entrance to Scammon’s
Lagoon.

The nearest civilized outpost to this
desolate part of desolate Baja is the
great salt harvesting corporation, Ex-
portadora de Salt, S. A., and its village
for workers. Other than that, place
names on the map are mere names,
with often those in doubt. Scam-
mon’s Lagoon has been charted for
hundreds of years, but the scarcity of
potable water made it a little used
haven for humans. During one brief
period it harbored a seasonal fishing
village with a population of 315, but
this was abandoned in 1950. Rodri-
quez Cabrillo visited the lagoon in
1542, naming it Puerto San Pedro
Vineula. Then about 60 years later
a sailor named Sebastian Vizcaino
came along and renamed it San Bar-
tolome. In 1858 American whalers
discovered its commercial value and
Capt. Charles M. Scammon made his
remarkable contributions to our know-
ledge of the whale. Thenceforth, Viz-
caino got left with the desert and
Scammon gave his name to the La-
goon. Japanese fishermen moved in

Small sized dead whale washed ashore.
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during the early 1900s to set up an
abalone cannery, but this project was
abandoned in 1920,

Much of the coastline is rocky, but
sand bars along the beach are pass-
able in places at low tide. With Erle
Stanley Gardner’s book in tow (Hunt-
ing the Desert Whale) Childers and
pilot Jim Bailey took a preliminary
hop down the peninsula to charter a
course for the trip. It was then they
discovered more loot lay on the 20-
mile stretch of beach southwest from
the island beach prowled by Gardner
than lay on the island itself. Later
they learned that the treasure trove
varies with seasons and tides, but at
the time of their trip it seemed more
profitable to take the road from the
salt works via Ojo del Liebre. The
two-day trek around the sloppy salt
flats led to a point near San Jose del
Castro ranch, where they were able
to obtain fresh water, and thence to
the Pacific Ocean. Sand dunes near
the beach were formidable, but after
considerable maneuvering they man-
aged to cross to the waterfront where
a smooth, firm shoreline served as a
landing field for their airborne friends
who arrived to land on schedule.

Immediately Love, Bailey, Jim Ad-
kin and Norm Cline busied them-
selves exploring while Childers con-
centrated upon what he found most
fascinating—whales.

Erle Stanley Gardner, E. J. Slijper
and R. M. Gilmore have in recent
years written about the California
Gray Whale, but for a long time it
was believed to be almost extinct.
In fact, it is primarily due to this
secreted and protected bay with its
narrow entrance into which young
whale calves are herded by their
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mothers for safe keeping that the
species is with us today.

Both from the shore and from the
air you can plainly see this 50-foot
mammal leaping and bounding in the
surf. Playful and intelligent, the great
gray whale prefers a meal of plankton
to one of man. Unlike man-killer
whales, it seeks shallow water where
it is comparatively safe from carniv-
orous sea life and where it can
easily scoop up moss, sea plants and
organisms in its toothless, two-foot
long plates.

In late January the California gray
cows calve, then later migrate into
Arctic waters for the last months of
each year. Swimming at a maximum
of 6.5 knots per hours, they are slow
compared to killer whales. During
part of the year it is believed the fe-
males separate from the males and
the female school is led by an older
cow. They will help other species,
such as dolphins, if injured or in
trouble, but will not help their own
males. The male whale, however, will
help the female. Although gray
whales are mortally afraid of the
killer whale and will panic and flip
over in shallow water almost on sight,
the gray whalé cow will attack man,
or even overturn a boat, in defense
of her young. Their tails are’ devasta-
ting weapons.

Obliged to surface for fresh air
every 10 or 15 minutes, they squirt a
jet of water about 10 feet high while

ridding their lungs of stale air. This
accounts for the old whaler call,
“Thar she blows!”

At birth, the gray whale weighs
about 1500 pounds and is 15 feet
long. It nurses its mother for at least
six months, at which time it has
grown to about 25 feet. This nurs-
ing process is exceedingly different
from that of most mammillae, as the
refueling has to take place at sea. To
facilitate matters there is no protub-
erance, or udder, on the cow, but
rather, the milk is squirted by the cow
through a recessed outlet near her
vulva. This ingenious arrangement,
in which the calf fits its mouth into
an airtight recession to nurse, keeps
sea water out of the milk and is one
of the most practical biological pro-
cesses ever devised. A Maidenform
gal can dream she was a mermaid, but
never a whale!

The loot gathered by the adven-
turers was reluctantly deposited in
neat piles on the beach—not because
of any sentimental concern over the
removal of bottles, Japanese floats,
fishermens’ corks, and an old galleon
or two, but because of lack of room.
This is a common complaint—or, at
least, it’s as common as Scammon’s
Lagoon explorers are common. Reli-
able guesses are that fewer than 50
“Gringos” have set foot on this beach
since women gave up whale bone cor-
sets and men found a more prolific
source for oil, /17

“Avon calling!”



by Sam Hichs

HE WORK OF the most promi-

nent sand artist of all time is

on quiet display in the Temec-
ula Valley where but relatively few
people stop to enjoy it. U.S. 395
has become such a busy link in the
chain ol Southern Calilornia inland
highways that motorists rarely find
time to focus their vision on the block-
letter signs that spell “Bible Land.”

It all began in 1926 on a hot sum-
mer day at the Bell Island swimming
resort on the Detroit River. Here a
young carpenter, Ted Conibear,
came upon an unfinished bathing

THE

beauty molded in sand. Kneeling be-
side the statue, he began modeling
and added a head to the figure,
Pleased and satisfied with this result
—which resembled a pretty girl he
knew—he proceeded to equip her with
graceful arms and dainty feet.

Later that week, reflecting upon the
incident, he felt an urge to make some-
thing else out of sand. A vacant lot
near his boarding house looked prom-
ising, so one evening alter work Ted
went over and shaped in sand the
head and torso of a man lying on
his back. By the time he put the
finishing touches on the man’s upper
body, he’d dug a sizable hole.

After dark, the lady of a nearby

house walked through the vacant lot
and nearly stumbled into the cavity
containing Ted's sand man. In the
failing light, she concluded that here
were buried the remains of a victim of
foul play. She called the police who,
in turn, summoned a firesquad with
a pulmotor, With red lights flashing
and sirens screaming, the emergency
vehicles clamored to the vacant lot.
But the man they found gazing ser-
enely upward at the starlit sky wasn't
dead. He was made of sand.

This new hobby of Ted's continued
to grow. Soon he left his job and
started making displays before audi-
ences at local fairs. A religious man,
it was only natural that his subjects

™he——— L Anna F < e . =
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The Nativity sculptured in sand.

should be Biblical. Always he worked
before audiences for whatever contri-
butions they cared to make, if any.
Word of his ability circulated among
managers of state fairs, Red Cross
Chapters, service clubs and other
charitable organizations and his sand
artistry received national acclaim.

Conibear is by no means dedicated
strictly to the use of sand in sculptur-
ing. Early in his career he worked
with mutton tallow and wax and at
various other times he has used ice,
papier-mache and, with the aid of re-
[rigerated display booths, even un-
salted butter.

In 1960, to bolster his modest in-
come, he did The Good Shepherd in
white cement for a mortuary in Riv-
erside, California. This statue in-
cludes the figure of Christ carrying
a lamb in His arms with a flock of
fleecy sheep following Him. Ted has
also done Jesus in Gethsemane in
white cement. But his greatest satis-
faction derives from transforming a
shapeless pile of sand into a thing of
beauty,

For tools Ted uses a teaspoon, a
paring knife, a small artists’ brush
and a two-inch paint brush. He works
with any kind of fine sand, the cleaner
the better. He prefers sand of a
brownish color for Biblical scenes be-
cause the figures appear more life-
like than when modeled of white or
gray sand. After exhibits he tears
them down and cleans away the sand.

Ted has made his statuary in nearly
every major city from coast to coast.
His models have included an un-
limited number of subjects including

Presidents, athletes and animals, but
most lamous of all is his rendition of
The Last Supper. He has sculptured
nine of these during the past 35 years,
each one using 20 tons of sand.

Bible Land is the culmination of
his talents. Here his displays are pro-
tected from rain and wind by three
walls and a roof, with the fourth side
open for viewing. Aside from occa-
sional minor repairs caused by col-
liding birds the sand ligures do not
deteriorate nor 1'Equire attention. Ted
says that, barring catastrophes in the
nature of earthquakes, floods or up-
heavals, his statues of pure sand will
last forever.

Although there is an approach to
Bible Land from 395, the safe and
easy way to get there is by turning
east on Highway 71 a mile south of
Temecula, then right at the Pala road
junction three-fourths of a mile east
of 395. Cross the old cement bridge
and bear to the right again for a quar-
ter of a mile. At the foot of the old
Rainbow grade turn right once more
for a quarter mile and you will be in
a little valley of live oaks which sur-
round Ted Conibear’s impressive sand
St{ltllil]'y.

Since 1957 visitors to Bible Land
have filled a stack of thick registers
with names and addresses from all
over the world. Almost everyone who
signs a register adds a few nice words
about Ted and his work. To this
friendly man of talent who says it
would take a mountain of sand, a
lake of water and a life of time to
do all the sand sculpture he would
like, this is his greatest reward. ///
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S SOON AS we'd paid the 50c
per car entry fee and parked,
my two sons took off at a run

to explore the fantastic formations of
Southern California's VEIS(]UEZ Rocks.
1t was easy to imagine the famous out-
law, Vasquez, and his men hiding
out here, especially where we discov-
ered smokesmudged evidence of
camps under sheltering ledges.

The escapades of this notorious out-
law, Tiburcio Vasquez, took place be-
tween 1854 and 1874. During those
20 years he cunningly eluded capture
as he commuted between Monterey
County and Los Angeles County com-
mitting stagecoach robberies and
raids, murders, kidnappings, and am-

W

of
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Vasquez Rocks

by Ruth B. Davis

bushes. It was here in this wild can-
yon pocked with caves that he man-
aged to safely “disappear.”

In spite of his crimes, Vasquez was
considered by some as a sort of Robin
Hood. Often he shared his meat from
stolen cattle and sheep with poor In-
dians and was even known to give
money to the destitute.

Who was this man Vasquez? Why
did he develop into an outlaw? Natur-
ally his Spanish ancestry contributed
to his hostile attitude toward white
settlers. Native Californians at that
time did not take kindly to the Stars
and Stripes—to them a foreign na-
fion.

To Palmdale §

Too, there was justification for
their widespread animosity. Many
American soldiers were overbearing;
many miners were unnecessarily crude.
The best explanation for environ-
mental circumstances contributing to
his conduct is found in an interview
pub]ished in 1881 with the Los An-
geles Star editor, Benjamin Truman.

Here Vasquez spoke of his hatred
for Yankees, “My career grew out of
the circumstances by which I was sur-
rounded. As I grew to manhood 1
was in the habit of attending balls
and parties given by native Califor-
nians into which the Americans, then
becoming numerous, forced them-
selves by shoving native men aside,
monopolizing the dance and the wo-
men. This was about 1852. A spirit
of hatred and revenge possessed me.
I had many fights in delense of what
I believed to be my rights and those
of my countrymen. I believed we were
unjustly and wrongfully deprived of
the social rights that belonged to us.
Officers were continually pursuing

i

me.

A typical escapade undertaken by
the cunning Vasquez was his robbery
of Alexander Repetto, an Italian who
owned a sheep ranch near Vasquez
Rocks. Vasquez heard from his scout,
Corona, that Repetto had recently
consummated some large sales of

Nacamhar 10R4 [ Nacart Meamamina £ 23
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wool. Vasquez determined to rob him.
In the spring of 1874, chieftain Vas-
quez and his gang encamped in a
secluded spot in the Arroyo Seco can-
yon, dismounted near the Repetto
ranch and pretended to be sheep-
shearers seeking work. Repetto com-
mented upon Vasquez's smooth hands
—too smooth for a sheep shearer!
Then Vasquez demanded money.
Repetto assured him that $80 in coin
was all he had on the premises. This
angered Vasquez, who [orced Repetto
to produce his accounts. These show-
ed that Repetto retained a great
amount of money in the Temple and
Workman's Bank in Los Angeles.
Vasquez gave Repetto a choice—to
sign a check for $800 or be hanged
[rom the limb of a tree. He said he
only wanted to make a “loan ol the
amount and would return it soon.”

Distraught, Repetto cried, “Pec-
cavi,” and signed the check. To avoid
alarming authorities, it was decided
that Repetto’s nephew would ride
with it to Los Angeles and return with
the money. However, the nephew was
so upset that he aroused suspicion at
the bank and was prevailed upon to
relate his story to Sheriff Rowland.

Vasquez escaped to Cahuenga Pass
where he hid in the cabin of Greek
George. Here, in 1874, he was at
last apprehended. The Los Angeles
Sherifl’s posse broke in the door. Vas-
quez broke out the window. But he
took a bullet in his shoulder during
the fracas and even alter throwing up
his hands got a load of buckshot in
his back from another lawman. Vas-
quez was bandaged and carried in a
wagon to Los Angeles where he re-
covered,

On March 19, 1875, he paid for his
crimes. He was hanged in San Jose.
Sheriff Rowland, as a result, received
the $8000 reward.

Although the popular conception
ol the fierce outlaw is one of brawn,
he was actually only about 5" 6" tall
and ol slight build. Often he wore
the full dress of a Spanish gentleman.
During his final days in jail he be-
came penitent and dictated a death

statement expressing love [or his
parents, brothers, sisters, and all chil-
dren in general.

Included was a touching warning
to parents. “To the Fathers and Mo-
thers of Children,” he wrote. “Stand-
ing upon the portals of the unknown
and unknowable world, and looking
back upon the life of this, as I have
seen, I would urge upon you to make
it your greatest aim here to so train,
instruct, and govern the young to
whom you have given life, that they
be kept alool as far as is possible,
from the degrading companionship of
the immoral and vicious. The general
welfare ol society depends upon the
strict performance on your part of
this duty. The state of society in the
next generation depends upon the
manner in which the children of the
present are instructed and trained. I
wish the children throughout the
world, who may read the incidents of
my life, to take warning in time of the
example before them of me, and to
realize the force of the saying: The
way of the transgressor is hard!—the
truth ol which is now being verified
to me.”

But, all was not crime and peni-
tence at Vasquez Rocks. Many years
later, and to the delight of today’s ex-
plmf‘rs, a large lort was built on the
site for the motion picture The Ben-
gal Lancers. Disney studio represen-
tative visiting the set recently remark-
ed that it would be used again for a
film in the near future.

Located three miles east of the Mint
Canyon Highway, a new section of
the Antelope Valley Freeway entering
the Vasquez Rock region through
Soledad Canyon is now open. The
off-ramp is at Agua Dulce Canyon
Road at the Escondido Road en-
trance—only about an hour from Los
Angeles.

Picnic tables are placed among the
rock formations and camplires are
permissible. Here is an interesting and
unusual way to. spend a sunny Cali-
fornia day. Have fun at Vasquez
Rocks, but remember Vasquez' fate—
crime didn’t pay! 11/
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by the Master of Desert Delineation

John Hilton

— DECEMBER 1 THRU 28 —
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by Ted DeGrazia, Bill Hampton, Emil Kosa, Jr., Val Samuelson, Milford
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Ellis, Bob Rishell, and Ned Pankin.
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By dJanice Beaty

HE DEATH OF a giant is not
an easy thing to witness . . . but
it can be spectacular. It is a sight

viewed all too frequently on Arizona
deserts these days. One by one the
aged saguaro cactus giants are dying.
They are rotting away and crumbling
to dust, but leaving behind a unique
memento of their existence: a remark-
able cactus skeleton.

Upright bundles of “cactus bones”
dot every saguaro stand in the state.
Arched like the arms of a gigantic
ocotillo, these saguaro ribs remain be-

tissues to reveal the woody supporting
ribs. Few, if any, young are to be
seen.

Does this mean that the saguaro is
doomed? Has it, like the dinosaurs,
grown too big and become too special-
ized to survive?

Some of the answers turned up by
specialists working to save these cac-
tus giants are quite surprising. They
have found that there are actually
more saguaros in Arizona today (or
until recently) than ever before.
Most of the plants are mature ones.
Since it take a saguaro about 100
years to reach its full growth and it
may live another 100, this means con-
ditions were exactly right for a great

hind to bleach in the desert sun long
alter the living plant has disappeared.
Some are gathered by Pima and Papa-
go Indians for house construction. A
few are used to poke the ripe cactus
apples from living saguaro arm-tips
in July and August. Even the white
man takes his share of cactus ribs to
make a picture frame or a saguaro
ramada or two. But most remain
rooted to the spot where they have
stood for 100 . . . 200 years.

As more and more saguaro giants
are reduced to “bones,” our interest
turns to alarm. Where will it all end?
We look around and note that most
. . . yes, nearly all of the giant cac-
tuses in sight are of the same size,
about the same age. Nearly all show
signs of the dry rot that will even-
tually strip away their green plant

saguaro boom between 100 and 200
years ago. Today we have passed the
Golden Age of these cactuses. One
by one the venerable giants are
crumbling away.

The disease which attacks them in
their old age is a bacterial necrosis.
In the Saguaro National Monument
east of Tucson it has been studied in-
tensively for 20 years. Although many
of the diseased plants were removed
to prevent the spread of this dry rot,
such an approach was not too effec-
tive. Controlling the disease might
add a few more years to the life of
the giants, but could hardly produce
the young plants needed for eventual
replacement of the mature ones.

Here is the crux of the problem.
Today's saguaros are mighty slow in

These oval flecks of dark, trans-
parent stone found at the foot of
a steep bluff near Superior, Ari-
zona are APACHE TEARS, let
science name them what it will,
The legend is that defeated war-
riors leaped from a cliff, prefer-
ring death to capture, and their
kinsmen's tears were preserved in
stone. Arizona is a rockhound's
paradise full of mineral treasures.
Pick up petrified wood and other
rarities in the specially marked
"Rockhound Loop' near St. Johns
in the White Mountains. Whether
you are beginner or professional,
the lure of discovery is behind
every cactus, in every canyon, over
every hill. From agate to tur-
quoise, cat's eye to tourmaline,
chalcedony to lapis lazuli, this is
gem country. Annual
gem and mineral
shows only hint at the
fascinating holiday
awaiting you on a
rockhound adventure
tour of . . .

Bernard M. Mergen, Director
ARIZONA DEVELOPMENT BOARD, Dept.183.
1500 W. Jefferson, Phoenix, Ariz. 85007

Send me free Rockhound Primer
Vacation literature.
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gost
MOCCASIN SHOP

174 NORTH PALM CANYON DRIVE
PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA PHONE 325-6425

H 1 .. ! - WA | 4
Easy Living wmwa
All you do is touch a button on the portable transmitter in your car. GENIE
opens your garage door and turns on the light. You drive in and when you're

ready, GENIE closes the door and locks up — all automatically. m GENIE is
designed and engineered specifically for West Coast Living.

GENIE keeps you in the driver’s seat.

mmmm Scnd coupon for free brochure m———————————

TO: The Alliance Manufacturing Co., Inc.
9913 Ceres Avenue « Whittier, California

Pleasz send me information about Alliance GENIE®

Name

Address

-

City Zone State
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seeds are formed annually, but few
grow into young plants. In a test plot
observed since 1900, not one new
saguaro has been produced. Estimates
state that only one out of 275,000
seeds ever becomes a new plant. Why?

“Because their special needs for
survival are not being met,” claim the
National Park Service people who
have studied their plight. First of all,
a critical combination of light, tem-
perature and moisture conditions are
necessary to germinate the seeds.
Then the extremely slow-growing
young saguaros need shade, moisture
and protection for many years until
they are large enough to hold their
own. It take 10 years, for instance,
for a baby saguaro to grow four
inches!

Over-grazing by cattle has eliminat-
ed natural plant cover which would
have provided the necessary shade in
much of the saguaro’s range. The re-
duction of coyotes, bobcats, snakes,
hawks and owls has also added to
the survival problem of the baby cac-
tuses. Where there are few such pre-
dators, there is a population explo-
sion of small rodents who in turn
eat at every small plant in sight, cac-
tuses included. Man's removal of
many desert shrubs is another factor
lessening their chance for survival. A
saguaro seed needs almost to fall
directly into the leafy humus around
such shrubs in order to sprout at all.
No wonder so few young plants grace
present saguaro stands!

From this point of view the future
or Arizona’s cactus giants looks glum,
indeed. But those concerned have not
been content to let the saguaros die
off without a struggle. For 20 years
the National Park Service has explor-
ed every possible solution. Here is
their answer:

The saguaros can eventually be
saved through reforestation. At last
man has discovered enough of their
critical growing requirements to ger-
minate saguaro seeds in a laboratory,
start them in lath houses, transplant
them to rodent-proof areas, and fin-
ally move them to the mature saguaro
stands for reforestation. But much
time and patience is involved. It
takes seven years before a baby plant
is large enough to hold its own. The
Park Service plans to transplant
10,000 young saguaros in this man-
ner during the next four years. Then
it is up to them.

No doubt today's mature saguaros
will be long gone before such nursery-
pampered young plants reach their
full growth. Our descendants will
see dry cactus bones on the desert for
years to come, 11/



ICH HILL, ARIZONA. Time
was, when the mere mention of
the name could set 2 man's heart

a-racing and his mind ablaze with
visions of gold nuggets lying there on
its flanks . . . just waiting to be
scraped off its surgace with little more
than the tip of a hunting knife or the
toe of a man's boot.

All the West flocked in for a look-
see. Camps turned to towns. Octave
. .. Weaver . . . Stanton arose along
the banks of Weaver Creek to the
ringing tune of picks biting into
stony hillsides and gravel sloshing in
the pans. Proud towns they were,
with wealth enough to tame the raw
wilderness, and men enough to make
a permanent mark.

But they didn’t. Somewhere along
the way the golden dream got tarnish-
ed. Somehow the hunting knives be-
gan to draw more blood than ore.
And the proud towns shriveled till
their bones began to show.

Rich Hill, Arizona.

Time was, a man could dig a for-
tune from a 200-square-foot claim.
They say Major Peeples picked up
$7000 in loose gold before breakfast
his first day there. That was 1865—
the year he led his party out across
the new territory from California,
with old Pauline Weaver for a guide.

Long gone was California’s heyday
when nuggets still studded the Sacra-
mento’s bed. But gold fever would
never die so long as one unexplored
region remained.

Lured by tales of new placer finds
in Arizona, Abraham Harlow Peeples
and his followers crossed into the
territory at Yuma in May of 1863.
Pauline Weaver met them there in
answer to Peeples’ summons. The old
frontiersman was 63, but as rugged
and ready to guide men to gold as
he had been at 23.

He began by taking the party up
along the Colorado River to La Paz
where he had discovered placer gold
the year before. But the hills to the
east sounded even shinier, and on a
tip from a friendly Indian, they struck
out across country. It was no easy
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KINGMAN

ARIZONA
Large Level Lots
WATER AND POWER

TO EACH LOT

$495 pice

Park your Trailer, l Down

Month
NO INTEREST

WRITE FOR FREE PICTURES AND MAPS

ELMER L. BUTLER

BOX 486, KINGMAN, ARIZONA
Also Highway 66 Business Frontage

Build a Home or
Hold for Investment

Lowest Photo Print Prices
Highest Quality

Dev. & print 8 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film

Dev. & print 12 Jumbo prints
from Kodacolor film .. $2.42

Dev. & print 12 Jumbo prints and
new roll of Kodacolor film

Reprints ffom Kodacolor negs ... . % .6

Send for price sheets
and envelopes
All other
Photo prices are

comparably low

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.

P. 0. Box 370, Yuma, Arizona or
P. 0. Box 2830, San Diego, California

Give an interesting gift

sl

only $4.50 a year

trek. With the Arizona summer al-
ready upon them and food supplies
dangerously low, the little band
struggled over countless mountains
and across endless deserts with nary
a sign of yellow metal.

Then one afternoon as the travelers
slumped to a halt beside a stream,
Peeples spotted a herd of anteloge
and took off after them. It was the
turning point in a thusfar futile
venture. Not only did Peeples bag his
antelope (five of them, in fact), but
his men found traces of gold in the
stream bed. They promptly named it
Weaver Creek in honor of their guide
and set up camp for the night. In the
morning the entire party fanned out
along the stream with pans and
shovels. All, that is, but four Mexi-
cans whom Peeples sent out to round
up some horses that had strayed dur-
ing the night.

The Mexicans returned in the eve-
ning with the stock plus enough gold
nuggets to make them rich. The camp
went wild with excitement. Next
morning the four led Peeples to the
exact spot of their gold find—high on
the summit of a nearby hill. There
were still many nuggets on the sur-
face, but no water to wash away con-
cealing dirt. So they scraped out what
they could of the coarse gold with
their knives and packed all the dirt
they could carry back down to the
creek to be panned.

Rich Hill, Arizona.

Within a month the gravel bars
and hillsides were aswarm with Amer-
ican and Mexican gold rushers. So
rich was the soil that claims were
limited to 200 square feet each. Tent
towns mushroomed along the creek at
the foot of the hill. Eight of the men
with the eastern-most claims called
theirs Octave. A mile west was Wea-
ver, and on down another mile or so,
Antelope Station, later changed to
Stanton.

Soon a stage road joined all three
to bring in supplies and civilization

s adobe, mud and sturdy stone

buldings . . . a general store . . . 3000

folks to Octave . 2000 more to

Weaver and Stanton . . . a dance hall
. saloons.

The towns took on character. Oc-
tave—more prosperous when the sur-
face gold played out and rich hill
veins were found. Weaver — mostly
Mexican, a wild and lawless town
which lost its bid for Territorial capi-
tal because its citizens were too pre-
occupied with liquor and dance-hall
girls to vote, so they say. Stanton—
frame and adobe, prone to use the
hired guns from Weaver when it had
some business to settle.

1890 and the surface gold was gone.
Every square foot of Rich Hill had
been turned over, sifted through,
And now the three towns were dying.
Everyone knew that a town built on
gold was doomed from the start. (But
did it have to be? Look at prosperous
Wickenburg, 20 miles across the
desert) .

Settlers left Weaver en mass. Rob-
bery, murder and its notorious “King"
had the newspapers crying; “It is best
if it is never settled again.” Stanton
followed its neighbor’s lead. But Oc-
tave took one last look at the hill
and sure enough, there were rich
quartz veins 1300 feet down. Two
shafts were sunk and $8 million dol-
lars in gold recovered by new and im-
proved methods. Octave’s fortunes
rose and fell with the price of gold
through the 1930’s and 40's till the
mine shut down for good at the close
of World War II and its remaining
buildings were razed to reduce taxes.

Rich Hill, Arizona,

Men still dig its slopes. But the
towns? Bypassed by the paved road
to Wickenburg. Nothing left but
shards of glass turning purple in des-
ert dumps—stone walls at Octave and
a mine shaft—a dozen wooden build-
ings still at Stanton—Weaver’s stone-
less cemetery: Nothing left but ghosts.
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