SN P { 3

bk,
ey »m v\n

-




raid

DEAL WITH CONFIDENCE

OUR REPUTATION YOUR GUARANTEE

“There is security, potential profit and pleasure

in the right type of desert property”

HOMES -- LOTS -- RENTALS
ACREAGE -- COMMERCIAL
-- PROPERTY MANAGEMENT --

Conscientious service to buyer, seller or renter based

on years of sound business experience

Ehisida. 6869
‘Realty of the Desert

74-125 Hiway 1l -- Palm Desert

(across from Valley Lumber)




Published after an extensive two-year travel survey
for up-to-date information by author-artist Cliff Cross

A FASCINATING EXPERIENCE. Today you can drive
your family car over splendid highways from your
front door to pyramids ond archeological zones that
rival those of ancient Egypt. Visit 400-year-old colonial
cities as beautiful as those of Spain and to white tropi-
cal beaches that resemble the South Seas. See palaces,
cathedrals, plazas and Indian villages with thatched
huts, old Spanish towns, snow-capped volcanos, and
salt-water fishing that is second to none.

STORES AND MARKETS overflow with silver jewelry,
pottery, glassware, lacquerware, leather, baskets, fur-
niture, textiles and tinware all exquisitely handmade
and low in cost.

DON'T TRAVEL BLIND, over-spend or miss the sights.
So packed with facts, you'll use it every day of your
trip.

DETAILED MAPS, INFORMATION AND PICTURES will
help you locate accommodations, points of interest and
items needed. Information on hunting, fishing and in-
teresting side trips. Logs tell of road conditions, scenery
and accommodations ahead.

A PRACTICAL GUIDE, not a "story book” or just a list
accommodations. An aid in selecting those sections of
Mexico most interesting to you and of assistance
whether traveling to small fishing villages or big cities.

ALL THE INFORMATION NEEDED to help make a frip
to Mexico an enjoyable one eliminating problems
which may arise in a country with different ways, cus-
toms, language and travel conditions.

Just off the press!

The latest travel facts on

FIRST TRULY COMPLETE AUTO-CAMPER AND
TRAILER TRAVELGUIDE TO MEXICO

DETAILED
MAPS

Points of Interest

Museums, archeclogical ruins, na-
tive markets, historical sites, fam-
ous buildings, local celebrations
and events.

Money Saving Tips

On travel, food and insurance.

Accommodations

Motels and hotels that also have
trailer space.

100 Trailer Parks

Locations, facilities and rates.

Free Camping Areas

Locations of:

Butane, purified water, ice, banks,
post offices, markets, gas stations,
efc.

Road Logs

Give mile by mile description.

INFORMATIVE
PICTURES

Conversion Tables

Dollars to pesos, gallons to litres,
miles to kilometers.

Latest Facts

On travel and prices.

o General Information
¢ Historical Notes

¢ Hunting

e Fishing

e Travel Tips

e Travel Wardrobe

¢ Highway Signs

e Taxis, Buses, Streetcars

Principle Cities ¢ Postal, Telephone and
Altitudes, temperatures, rainfall. Telegraph Services
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

LOWELL JOHN BEAN and
WILLIAM M. MASON, who
have contributed so greatly to
the exhibitions and information
contained in the Palm Springs
Museum’s new Cahuilla Room,
recently collaborated on a book,
The Romero Expeditions in
California and Arizona, 1823-
26. Both received their masters
degrees at U.C.L.A., Mr. Bean in Anthropology and Mr.
Mason in Latin American Studies.

Mr. Bean is presently Curator of Ethnology at the
Palm Springs Museum and also instructor of Anthropol-
ology at Pasadena City College. Both scholars are con-
tinuing their research into the history of the Colorado
Desert areas and for this month’s DESERT they write
of recent finds which shed new light on Coachella
Valley’s past.

GLORIA GREER has been
writing from the desert and
about its celebrities since 1961
when she came to Palm Springs
as a desert columnist for Daily
Variety, a motion picture trade
paper. For the past three years
her column “Stars of the Desert”
has been a regular feature of
the Riverside Daily Enterprise,
Riverside Press, Palm Desert Post and other publications
throughout the country. She is the desert representative
for Newsweek and proud of an article written for that
magazine about desert resident Phil Regan that was in-
troduced into the Congressional Record.

Mrs. Greer, who lives in Palm Desert with her 11-year-
old twin daughters, writes of pools and personalities for
DESERT"s special Coachella Valley issue.

HARRY JAMES, founder of
The Trailfinders, a boy’s organ-
ization in Southern California,
today lives in a sprawling moun-
tain lodge high in the San Ja-
cintos near Idyllwild. There he
‘ . and Mrs. James spend wintry

. T days beast-watching (DESERT,

) / ]ai. '64) and evegnir(ags before

a huge stone fireplace listening

to a superb collection of records. When the snow melts,

they come out of seclusion to participate in a number

of worthwhile projects, among them the Desert Protec-

tive Council of which Mr. James is now Executive Di-
rector.

During those long cold winters Mr, James has also
found time to write seven books. His most recently pub-
lished are The Cahuilla Indians (Westernlore), Red
Man-White Man (Naylor), and The Hopi Indians
(Caxton) . For this month’s DESERT he writes of the
important Desert Preserve Area,
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FRANK POPENOE, one of
DESERT’s favorite writers, re-
ceived his Master of Arts degree
in geology at U.C.L.A., after
first graduating from Oregon
State University. While doing
research for his master's thesis,
he found fossil horse and camel
remains 500,000 years old which
are now on display in the Los
Angeles County Museum.

Mr. Popenoe is associated with the College of the
Desert in Palm Desert where he is professor of geology.
He is a bachelor—with no children, he says—and his
current big interest is the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway,
about which he has written for this month’s DESERT.

CAROL HARTLEY is a for-
mer school teacher who says
she’d rather write than eat. She
and her husband, a hydraulic
engineer, have two daughters
and five grand-daughters. One
daughter, who lives in El Centro,
inspired Mrs. Hartley’s intense
interest in the Salton Sea and
surrounding desert areas.

A resident of Mountain View, California, Mrs. Hart-
ley is a member of the National League of American
Pen Women and devotes much of her spare time to writ-
ing—workshop activities.

AL MERRYMAN, DESERTs
artist, is a popular citizen of
Palm Desert where his office is
located in the Desert Magazine
building. An escapee from the
MGM Art-Title Department, he
came to the desert 3 years ago
to open his own commercial art
studio.

DESERT readers are long fa-
miliar with Mr. Merryman'’s clever titles and illustra-
tions, and desert residents are accustomed to his smiling
face and round figure vigorously pumping a bicyle along
the dunes.

ROYCE ROLLINS, who is
so busy going that we could
not catch her coming, is well-
known to DESERT readers for
her travel articles. An avid
gypsy, she's covered most of
Europe, Mexico, Canada, Ha-
waii, Central America and all
of the U.S., but best of all, she
likes the desert.

A resident of Palm Desert, where she lives with her
writer-photographer husband and 4-wheel enthusiast
son, she has researched and written a historical Coach-
ella Valley guide for this month’s special issue.
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THIS MONTH'S DESERT

The title of this month's cover is ""Desert Rats.”

Although a departure from our usual covers, we feel that artist Val
Samuelson’s brilliomt oil painting best portrays Southern California’s com-
plex Coachella Valley. Located only 120 miles from Los Angeles, Coach-
ella Valley brings into sharp contrast what is happening today in those
sections of the American Desert which are near densely populated urbom
areas.

It is a desert of air-conditioned homes, dozens of golf courses, rich
date and citrus farms, yet surrounded by isolated terrain and rugged moun-
tains containing wilderness areas and national parks.

Former President Eisenhower spends his winters in Palm Desert. The
late President Kennedy twice vacationed in Coachella Valley and President
Johnson has scheduled a meeting with South American leaders in Palm
Springs.

The two figures represented on the front cover, their identities diffused
by desert sun, could be goliers, sun-worshipping tourists, strolling residents,
explorers or scientists. They represent the increasing thousands of people
who find Coachella Valley an escape from the tensely accelerated life of
nearby metropolitan areas.

They are discovering what long-time desert dwellers already know:
that the desert brings not only relaxation and physical well being, but a
return of confidence in the ability to be an individual rather than just another
grain in the ever shifting sands of humanity.

Next month we will visit Utah and some of its more isolated areas,
but this month let's explore complex Coachella Valley. 11/

Jack Pepper, Publisher
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LAKE POWELL
FERRY SERVICE, INC.

Operating on Lake Powell from Hall's Cross-
ing in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.
Under concessionary contract with the Na-
tional Park Service.

REGULAR BOAT TOURS
AIR-LAKE SCENIC TOURS
ECONOMY TOURS
CHARTER TOURS

Services at Hall’s Crossing: .

Ferry Service for Light Vehicles
Charter Boat Service

Boat Rentals

Gas and Oil

Fishing Supplies

Lunch Materials

Lake Powell Ferry Service, Inc.
P.O. Box 665 Blanding, Utah
Phone 678-2281

]. Frank Wright, Pres.

MACDONALD’S

Camper Kt (o.

YOU CAN EASILY turn our kit into a

complete, professional looking, well-built
camper in just a few hours with simple
hand tools. (Or complete line for the man
who wants one assembled).

STRONG STEEL TUBING framework and
beautiful heavy aluminum cover, scored for
strength. Extremely light.

FEATURES LARGE WINDOWS and rear
door; wide range of optional equipment
and accessories to further enhance your
camper.

Write or visit one of our 12 western plants:

Macdonald Camper Kit Co.

EL MONTE EL CAJON

11015 E. Rush 1080 N. Johnson
HAYWARD YENTURA OGDEN, UTAH
B2 W. Jackson 181 West Main 185 West 12th
SACRAMENTO EAST MESA, ARIL.
4865 Pasadena 9643 Apache Trail
PORTLANMD, ORE. FRESNO
9215 SE 82nd 1525 Blackstone
PUYALLUP, WASH. TUCSO|

N
207 Jovita M.E. 4952 Casa Grande Hwy.
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by Sidney Phillips

HEN TOURISTS saunter to
W this suntanned replica of par-

adise—the Coachella Valley—
they squint at the encircling slabs of
arrogant mountains and feel that a
rousing legend should go with the
timeless scenery. So, plopping shoeless
feet on my patio furniture, one of
them ventures, “Must've been a sort
of local Paul Bunyan around here . .”

“Indubitably!” 1 answer quickly.
anxious to accommodate the visitor.

“Indubitably,” 1 repeat, passing a
bottle of suntan lotion, the peace-pipe
of the desert. “We have our local tall-
tales figures. Any area worthy of its
salt has a ripsnortin’ legendary char-
acter; and this region is more than
worth its salt. Surely you've heard of
Coachella Cal, the man who made the
desert possible?”

A starstruck blonde acknowledges
that she saw his story on This Is
Your Life. I let that pass. Anything
can happen on TV. Another asks,
“Whatever became of good old Cal,”
just as if he’d been a classmate.

Good ole Cal, I ruminate—good
ole Cal who rode here on a buffalo
named Bill and wore buckskin pants
with a live rattler for a belt. Why, if
it weren't for old Coachella Cal,
there’d be no Palm Springs. Needing
water for his buffalo, Bill, Cal dug
a hole where Palm Springs Spa is
now. He’d been drinking cactus
juice himself and his hot breath warm-
ed the water. It's been a hot spring
ever since. Then he tossed some
sand over his shoulder and it formed
the huge dune on Indio Road. A real
man, that Coachella Cal!

“A fast draw, too, 1 bet,” interjects
an excited listener, swigging the sun-
tan lotion by mistake.

“Fast!” I explode. “He was instan-
taneous, if not faster. He could draw
and shoot so fast that his gun was
holstered before the bullet left the
barrel. Rather than face him, Bat
Masterson went on a bat and Wyatt
Earp earped.”

“Must’ve got in some wicked brawl-
ing,” says a male visitor, closing his

eyes with pleasure. “Seems like I read
about him in LIFE Magazine. Didn't
he clobber the Yuma Kid?”

“That was a good fight,” 1 admit,
“but nothing compared to his battle
with Big Smog Sam sent here by the
Los Angeles Council. Sam stood over

'six feet, when he was sitting. His

shoulders were so broad that he or-
dered buckskins tailor-made by an In-
dian named I-Can-Get-It-For-You-
Wholesale.

“This Sam had been eating a lot
of sourdough bread and it made him
mighty sour. He rode to the desert
on a bull named Durham. Catching
up with Coachella Cal, he drawled,
‘I'm a cuttin’ in on yor territory,
podner, and here’s my credentials.’
He showed ten knuckles with built-in
brass.

“But Cal could draw just as well
as his adversary. “Take your smog
and fog back to that bog you came
from, he drawled. “These here parts
ain’t big enough for the both of us.’

“The two giants grappled. The
ground shook. Aborigines quivered
and said it was San Andreas’ fault.
Cal flung Sam to the ground so hard
that his prostrate body crunched out
Palm Canyon. At this Cal's buffalo
chortled, until Sam jumped up and
kicked him. The poor Buffalo's never
been worth a nickle since . . . and
neither has Sam. To revenge his
buffalo, Cal lifted Sam and tossed
him beyond Indio. In fact, it was
the impact of Sam’s landing that
created all that hardpan there now.”

“And then what became of Cal?”
asks a breathless newcomer.

I pause for a brief silence before
speaking of his end—a terrible end
brought on by his becoming so mus-
cular that he got muscle bound.

“He was laid to rest,” I tell my
moist-eyed listeners, “in a grave now
covered with seven golf courses and
a trailer court. But his legend still
lives on. He was a great and brilliant
gentleman, Coachella Cal—a sculptor
who carved an empire out of sand!”
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GHOST TOWN TRAILS
By Lambert Florin

Third in a series of ghost town
books, each fully as meaty as his last,
Mr. Florin's latest leads into terri-
tory overlooked by most ghost town
chasers.

Iosepa, Utah, for instance, is a
rarely published ghost town that was
once settled by a colony of Hawaiians
brought over by the Mormon Church.
Originally named for Joseph Smith,
its name became changed because the
Kanakas were unable to pronounce
the letter “J” and referred to their
town as “Yo-see-pa.” Life in the dry
desert land of losepa was hard for
these tropical natives, accustomed to
lush islands and a mild clime. The
hardest blow of all fell when the
dread plague of leprosy was found to
have followed them. While the set-
tlers’ birth rate fell low, their death
rate rose high. When word arrived
that a Mormon church had been built
on their island, those who survived
Iosepa returned to Hawaii, leaving
only grave markers to indicate their
Utah home.

Rough and Ready was the name
given to a California mining camp
established in 1849 and Rough and
Ready had big ideas. Not only did it
secede from the Territory of Califor-
nia, it seceded from the U. S. as well,
declaring itself an independent coun-
try with laws based on mining laws
its citizens had worked out for them-
selves, With great apprehension they
awaited Washington's reaction for this
daring act. Nothing happened. No
army, no marshals, no nothing.
Spring came and went. Finally the
4th of July approached. Never in its
history has this great day been cele-
brated with more gusto than in early
western mining camps. Was Rough
and Ready, an independent nation,
qualified to celebrate the U. S. Inde-
pendence Day or not? After much
soulsearching, its nationals decided
that with all things considered (espe-
cially the 4th of July) it was probably
better to belong to the U.S. after all.
How could a mining camp hold up
its head without an Independence
Day blow-offl Today little remains,
but ghost town chasers will find
enough to know that a sizeable town
once stood there.

Other ghost towns of Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Montana, Nevada,

New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota,
Utah, Washington, Wyoming, and
British Columbia are included in
Lambert Florin's Ghost Town Trails,
one of the best ghost town books ever
written.

Published by Superior Publishing
Company of Seattle, this large 192-
age, wonderfully illustrated book
sells for $12.50.

MEXICO AUTO, CAMPER,
TRAILER GUIDE
By Cliff Cross

This is about as close to the famous
Michelin European guides as one will
find for Mexico. To compile Iit,
author Cliff Cross spent two years
traveling Mexico in a camper pulling
a trailer, exploring byways as well as
highways. His information is factual,
reliable, current and complete. Maps
are excellent. He advises streets to
be avoided if pulling a trailer in cer-
tain small towns, relates customs of
the land, designates places to camp or
park trailers, suggests points of inter-
est and gives hunting and fishing in-
formation. He lists butane stations,
ice and purified water plants, market

days in each village, best hours to |

shop and for what, and even suggests
some easy recipes for safe meals if
you're caught with an empty bread
box (packaged weiners wrapped in
tortillas) .

He strongly feels that touring Mex-
ico in a camper or trailer is the best
way to see the country. Much of its
charm is found in villages without
tourist accommodations. By carry-
ing your own accommodations with
you, you're sure of a place to sleep
and by doing your own cooking,
you're sure of your food.

Unlike certain other camping
guides, Mr. Cross is also cognizant of
the fact that many people take baths |
and he lists hotels and motor courts
where, for a nominal fee, the manage-
ment will permit camper and trailer
travelers to use bath facilities in one
of the vacant units.

Trailers are permitted entry with a
six-month permit and Mr. Cross gives
full instructions for each port of
entry to both the Mexican mainland
and Baja California.

His trips include the West Coast
Highway, Guadalajara and side trips,

CALIFORNIANS!

Books of Special
Interest to You . . .

SPANISH
ADVENTURE
TRAILS

DOCUMENTED ADVENTURE . . . in this
book which traces the route of the daring
conquistadores who travelled from the Old
World across the deserts and mountains of
the New World to settle colonies along the
California Hlustrated. Mapped end
sheets. $4.95

coast.

TREASURE
OF THE
s BUCCANEER
SEA

BY A FAMOUS CALIFORNIAN . . . Lt
Harry Reischerg, holds the world’s
record for deep-sea diving. This volume
contains invaluable information about the
locations of over 200 sunken cargo ships.

who

Photographs, treasure map and guide to
lost ships. £4.95
ORDER BLANK

THE NAYLOR COMPANY

| P. O. Box 1216

Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

| Please send me

{ ) SPANISH ADVENTURE TRAILS @
$4.95

{ ) TREASURE OF THE BUCCANNEER
SEA (@ $4.95

{ ) Check enclosed { ) COD

DF T (1] ROOU BIRE S  RL

T TAR (o N SR oS s = x A

GO = State s

(Please add sales tax where applual)lc)

March, 1964 / Desert Magazine [ 7



T.M.

curious

why gas air conditioning
is the finest for year-
‘round desert living?

Let us prove to you that nothing
beats modern Gas air conditioning
for your desert home or business.
A highly efficient packaged unit
can be quickly and easily installed
anywhere, It heats, refrigerates,
dehumidifies and filters the air.
Operating costs are very low. There
are no moving parts to cause noise
or to wear out. The Gas Company
provides free service on units up
to 7.5 tons. And financing can be
arranged to fit any installation
with convenient terms, extended
monthly payments. For more
information, call Palm Springs

324-9608, or mail coupon:
2000000 OGFOOIOGOOGOOGO

(© SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY

[ ]

@® Air Conditioning

° Southern California Gas Company
P.0. Box 10

® Palm Springs, Calif.

® Please send me information on

@® low-cost Gas air conditioning.

® Name _ G

@ Address ol B

@ City State e

®

L
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Manzanillo and side trips, Guadala-
jara to Mexico City, the central route
through Mexico with side trips, Pan-
American Highway, Coast to Coast
route, Mexico City to both Acapulco
and San Cristobal, the Trans-Isth-
mus Highway, Cayucan to Veracruz,
the Mexico City to Veracruz loop, the
Yucatan Peninsula, Baja California,
and a number of other suggested
routes with side trips.

In giving directions through Mex-
ico City, as an example, he avoids
the usual form of listing Spanish
street names that many Americans
have trouble reading or remember-
ing and, instead, says such things as,
“Drive three blocks to the big green
statue of a man in the center of the
street and then turn left.” For those
who want to know who the big green
man is, he tells that too, and for those
Spanish-speaking tourists, the proper
names of the sreets are on the guide’s
splendid city maps.

This is, indeed, the finest guide
for auto travel in Mexico that we have
seen. But, it is strictly that—a guide.
For lyrical writing about the beauties
of the country or detailed historical
and ethnographical data, there are
other books.

Iustrated with 165 photos and 50
maps, this large 104-page paper-back
MEXICO, Auto, Camper, Trailer
Guide book sells for $2.95, postpaid.
Published by its author, it may be
ordered from Box 1216, Palm Desert,
California.

NAVAJO RUGS
By Gilbert S. Maxwell

Knowledge gained by the author in
20 years of collecting and 16 years of
dealing in Navajo textiles has gone
into this book, resulting in a highly
readable account slanted to appeal
to both collector and amateur.

In their short history (probably be-

| ginning in the 1690s), Navajo rugs

have managed to acquire a number of
misconceptions . the first being
that they are of Navajo origin. Actu-
ally, the Navajo’s fine art of weaving
was borrowed from the Pueblos.

Another popular misconception is
one concerning a distinctive type of
blanket known at the Chief Blanket.
These, it is supposed, were woven

BIRDS

By VINSON BROWN and
Dr. HENRY WESTON, JR.

168 pages, over 550 line drawings,
165 birds in full color, 22 photos
of bird habitats.

Paper, $2.95, Cloth, $4.50
TAPESTRIES IN SAND
By DAVID VILLASENOR

112 pages, 16 full page color
paintings on plates. Just published.

Order by Mail $2.95
DEPT. D2
NATUREGRAPH CO.
HEALDSBURG, CALIF.

NOW AVAILABLE

New guide to over 100
California Ghost towns

California Ghost Town Guide

Unigque and authentic guide to over 100
ghost towns in California’s deserts and moun-
tains with complete directions on how to
reach them. Shows you the way to little-
known and intrigue-filled towns that provide
hours of interest for those seeking buried
treasures, old guns, western relics, purple
bottles aged by the sun, and antique objects.

Satisfaction guaranteed or money back.

Order Now! Only $1.95
A. L. ABBOTT

Dept. D-13
1513 West Romneya Drive — Anaheim, Calif.

AUTHORS!

If vou have completed a book-length manu-
script, vou may be interested in our special
publishing plan. Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teacherg, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work pub-
lished, promowed and marketed on a digni-
fied, professional basis. All subjects con-
sidered — non-fiction, fiction, poetry, ete.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated bro-
chure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS, INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1, N.Y.

In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.: 1010 Vermont Ave.,, N.W,

Something NEW! Something DIFFERENT!
If you have purchased a copy of the book

“MILLIONS WANT TO”

send your book number and travel questions
to the author, David L. Young, Coleville,
Calif.

Please MNote: Our personal knowledge covers
principally the Southwestern United States,
Florida, the West Coast of Mexico and the
Baja Peninsula. We can answer camper
questions only as we have no knowledge of
plane schedules, hotels or eating accommo-
dations. Also enclosed with your reply will
be 13 helpful hints on travel in Mexico, and
our recipe for making your own jerked beef.
A life saver for out of the way frips.

If you wish to order books, send check or
money order to

THREE FLAGS TRADING POST
Coleville, California 96107

_ Delivered Price $5.95 per copy.
California residents add 24c Sales Tax




NEW
SOUTHWEST
BOOKS

® LOST DESERT BONANZAS by
Eugene Conrotto. Known facts about
more than 100 lost mines of the South-
west, as condensed from a quarter cen-
tury of articles that appeared in Desert
Magazine. 91 maps by Norton Allen. 248
pages. Hard cover. Four-color dust
jacket. $6.50.

CRUISING THE SEA OF CORTEZ
by Spencer Murray. Modern-day adven-
ture in a 25-foot power cruiser along the
gulf shore of Lower California and
across the Sea of Cortez. 76 photos by
Ralph Poole. 240 pages, hard cover,
f$r:3u;-5color dust jacket. Maps and charts.

NAVAJO RUGS — PAST, PRESENT
AND FUTURE by Gil Maxwell. A his-
torical background to modern Navajo
rugs, a description of various types and
areas. Map of trading posts on the
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especially for Navajo chiefs. How-
ever, the Navajos have no chiefs.
Rather, Chief Blankets were sold or
traded to other Indian chiefs or pre-
sented as gifts to army commanders,
Highly coveted, these blankets be-
came an important economic factor
to the nomad Navajo weavers.

Another prized blanket was the
Bayeta Blanket, so called because it
was woven from the unraveled threads
of a red flannel imported from Eng-
land and shipped to Mexico via
Spain and hence into what is now
New Mexico and Arizona. Because
the Indians had no red dye of their
own, they introduced the threads of
this foreign material into their own
weaving. Today it is commonly be-
lieved that the red used in these early
blankets came from Spanish uniforms
stolen from dead soldiers. Nothing,
according to the author, could be less
true. Superstitious Navajos dread the
dead and would be the last to touch
a dead body, let alone strip it of its
clothing. At a later date, American
flannel was substituted for the fine
old bayeta, but only an expert can
discern the difference.

Up until 1890 the designs of Nava-
jo blankets were for the most part
simple stripes and made to be worn.
After that the Pendleton Blanket
found its way into Navajoland and,
had it not been for a happy circum-
stance, Navajo weaving would have
become a lost art. However, people
began to toss their Navajo blankets
onto the floor and the fashion caught
on fast.

Fine photographs, many in color,
help author Maxwell tell his story of
Navajo rugs, the meanings of their
designs, identifications and distin-
guishing characteristics of famous
weavers. Because of monetary con-
siderations, it simply doesn’t pay the
Navajos to weave anymore. Few of
their children are learning to weave
and it would seem that the art, like
that of weaving beautiful baskets, is
doomed. Many rugs now on the mar-
ket will become collector’s items, per-
haps in a very short time.

Published by Desert-Southwest Pub-
lications, Palm Desert, California, this
72-page paperback sells for $2.00.
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Ira L. Wiggins

More than 30 years of research
and preparation have gone into
this pioneering work. Principal
plant communities and their dis-
tribution, habitat requirements of
characteristic plants, and impor-
tant environmental factors are
Part II treats
both woody and herbaceous

covered in Part 1

plants of the desert regions of
Ilustrated.
Two Volumes $22.50
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LA VALLEY

by Royce Rollins

Frequently refered to as the "Palm Springs area” by winter vacationists,
Coachella Valley stretches far beyond the resort city's limits. From its highest ele-
vation to its lowest, below sea level, Coachella Valley has provided a desert haven
for man as far back as the records of time. Although some historians relate that its
earliest known inhabitants, the Cahuilla Indians, were a branch of the Arizona Yumas,
scientists who base their classification upon language roots find that the Cahuilla
Indians belong to the Shoshonean division of the Uto-Aztecan linguistic family — a
group which includes Aztecs, the Hopi, Papago, Pima and Ute as well as neighbor-
ing southern California Mission Indians.

Nestled between the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains on its west and
the Little San Bernardino, Orocopia and Chocolate Mountains on the east, Coachella
Valley stretches from the rugged terrain of San Gorgonio Pass to the sandy beaches

of Salton Sea's north shore.

SAN GORGONIO PASS

San Gorgonio Pass was discovered in 1774 by Padre
Francisco Garces who went through it on his way to
Mission San Gabriel and named it Puerto de San Carlos.
It was traversed again in 1775 by Jean Bautista de Anza
on his expedition to found San Francisco. The first
American exploration took place in 1853 by a party of
U.S. engineers looking for a route for a transcontin-
ental railway through the great mountain barrier of
California, although the New England family of Dr.
Isaac Smith had already purchased part of a Spanish
land grant awarded to a naturalized Mexican citizen
named Paulino Weaver, and in 1820 established their
home there,

Various attempts were made to run stages through
the pass, especially after Bradshaw recommended it as
the shortest route to the Ehrenberg, Arizona gold rush,
but in all but a few cases, the Warner's Route further
south was preferred. At last, in 1875, grading gangs
arrived on the heels of surveyors and construction of the
Southern Pacific Railway linked the desert to Los An-
geles via San Gorgonio Pass—causing much bitterness
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among San Diego citizens who had fought for the War-
ner Route which would have exalted that city to the
subsequent status of Los Angeles.

BEAUMONT

Formerly a hamlet known as San Gorgonio, Beau-
mont obtained its real start in 1886 as a real estate boom
promotion. Its backers, Southern California Investment
Company, purchased water rights from surrounding
areas to insure a water .'ill[]ply, Sp0n50]"ed da newsp&tper
called the Sentinel and built a $40,00 hotel. Excursions
were inaugurated when as many as three trainloads at
a time of prospects arrived to partake of free lunches and
sightseeing rides. Land values rose from $30 an acre to
$200 in eight months. Unfortunately the bubble quickly
burst and without developed agricultural resources to
maintain its prosperity, the town failed and stagnated
until a new development company revitalized it in 1907.
Today it has a stable economy with permanent residents.
About three miles west of town and visible from the
highway where it crosses the ridge are steeply dipping
beds whose lower stratas contain many bones of extinct
animals, comprising camels, large and medium sized



horses, ground sloth, tortoise, peccary, antelope, saber-
tooth tiger, mastodon, rabbit, bear and other animals
of late Pliocene and early Pleistocene time—creatures
very different from present fauna.

BANNING

Founded in 1884, this settlement was named for
Phineas Banning who operated the first regular stage
line between Los Angeles and San Pedro in the 1850s.
As compared to its neighbor, Beaumont, Banning boast-
ed of the fact that it never had a boon and never a bust—
which is still true today. Fig Tree John, a well-known
Indian of the Coachella Valley, who lived to be some
130 years old, was a frequent figure of Banning’s early
days where he always appeared dressed in his blue Army
brass-buttoned uniform and wearing a high silk hat.
With a climate free of extremes both summer and winter,
Banning has long been considered a health haven for
those suffering from pulmonary diseases and, judging
from the extraordinary longevity of its old-timers, this
most certainly is true. At the edge of town are orchards
of peaches, prunes and especially almonds, whose trees
blossoming in early February present an impressive
sight.

CABAZON

Originally established as a station by the Southern
Pacific in the 1870s, the town was laid out in 1884 and
both station and town named after a chief of the Ca-
huyilla Indians named Cabezon, corrupted Spanish for
“big head.” Today, the tiny sand-blasted community is

more famous—or infamous—for its legalized poker parlor
than for anything else.

DESERT HOT SPRINGS

Originally an early Indian campsite with a well and
a spring, the water of which maintains a constant 126
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degree temperature, Cabot Yerxa founded a health
resort here in 1941. A 31-room Hopi-style pueblo built
by Yerxa which houses a museum and art gallery draws
tourists, as do the hot spring spas.

THOUSAND PALMS

Although modestly designated as 100 Palms on
maps of 1874 and 1891, this large colony of desert fan
palms is now known as 1000 Palms, but in 1915 a post-
office established there was called Edom, after the an-
cient Asian country. Actually more than 1000 palms are
believed to exist in the canyon beyond the town. Some
are 700 years old and many from 10 to 20 feet tall. This

" canyon was once the scene of ancient Indian ceremonials.

A large and pO})u]ar mobile home park development
occupies most of Thousand Palms townsite today and

tourists often drive there to see the conspicuous growth
of Spanish Bayonet (Yucca Mohavensis) which flourish

nearby.

PALM SPRINGS

Originally called “Palmetto Springs” because of its
fine large trees, Palm Springs later was given the name
“Agua Caliente” by De Anza (1774) because of its
springs. Explored by Lt. R. §. Williamson in 1853 while
surveying the desert to map a railway route, the oasis
soon afterward became a stopover on the Bradshaw
Stage Line, until the line was abandoned in favor of
railway travel. The railroad, however, did not run into
Palm Springs, so early visitors were carried by buggy or
buckboard from the nearest station across the desert to
Palm Springs’ first hotel, a health resort established by
Dr. Welwood Murray.

To encourage westward expansion, Congress in 1877
gave odd-numbered sections of the land now composing
Palm Springs and vicinity for 10 miles on each side
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of the tracks to the Southern Pacific and later the even-
numbered sections were given to the Cahuillas who had
camped in this area for hundreds, perhaps even thou-
sands, of years. The original mineral springs, which now
house one of the most elegant spas in the world, are
still owned by these Indians and the land is leased.

Considered the golf capital of the world, and one
of America’'s most glamorous resorts, Palm Springs
streets are lined with branches of eastern and western
luxury shops. Hotels, motor lodges and apartments are
everywhere. There are stables for horseback riders, art
galleries and museums for culture, and the new aerial
tramway (largest passenger carrying one in the world)
for thrills. There are also secluded and tropically splen-
did trails for hiking and picnicking away from all the
glamor. These are listed below.

PALM CANYON

At the head of Palm Canyon is a grove of some
4000 desert fan palms (Washington filifera), the only
palm native to the western U.S., ranging in age from
seedlings to 300 years old. Many of the giant ones show
traces of fire on their lower trunks. According to leg-
end, the Cahuillas, who picked clusters of berries from
the palms for food, always burned the trees that belonged
to a single family when the head of the family died, to
enable the departed to carry his berry clusters with him
on his journey.

This is the best known palm oases of the Colorado
Desert. The whole of Palm Canyon, which includes
Andreas, Murray, West Fork, Palm and Fern Canyons
is part of the Cahuilla Reservation and a small fee is
charged by the Indians for each car at the toll gate on
Palm Canyon Drive.

i .

Bt e

ANDREAS CANYON i

Here is a place to picnic among cottonwood, syca- DR. MURRAY'S FIRST PALM SPRING'S HOTEL.
more and native palms to the tune of a rippling stream
of excellent water. For those who wander afoot there is
much to see—bedrock mortar holes in “Gossip Rock"
where native Desert Cahuillas ground mesquite beans
and seeds, Indian petroglyphs in a cave, rock shelters,
and stream orchids growing in shallow water along the
stream. The canyon was named for Captain Andreas,
a famous chieftain of the Cahuillas.

BELOW: EXOTIC TAHQUITZ CANYON FALLS.

MURRAY CANYON

Named for Dr. Welwood Murray who built a health
resort and the first hotel at Palm Springs, this is the
least visited of the Palm Canyon group of side canyons,
but one of the best if you're a hiker and bird watcher.

WEST FORK CANYON

Not recommended for novices, this is a rugged hike
or horseback ride, but rewarded with breathtaking pan-
oramas of Coachella Valley and the tops of palms
growing in the other canyons.

FERN CANYON

Hiking here is easy for the most part and leads to
Dripping Spring, marked by a bank of maidenhair fern
for which the canyon is named.
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TAHQUITZ CANYON

Named for a mythological evil spirt of the Cahuilla
Indians who is represented by a cannibal and believed
to live in the San Jacinto Mountains and periodically
cause celestial disturbances, this canyon is endowed
with a waterfall with a sheer drop of about 60 feet. The
setting is so spectacular that it was used as a moving
picture location to film the natural beauty of Shangri-La
in Lost Horizon. The canyon’s roaring waterfall is with-
in easy walking distance of a paved road.

CATHEDRAL CITY

When Col. Henry Washington made the first sur-
vey of the canyon in 1858 he applied this name to the
canyon because he thought it resembled a cathedral’s
apse. The city was mapl)ed in 1925 and dcqulled its
name because of its location on the alluvial fan of the
(_'Lll'l}’()]'l‘

PALM DESERT

A vacant desert land used by General Patton as a
training site during World War II, Palm Desert was
founded as a real estate development in 1947 when Ran-
dall Henderson established it as the home of DESERT
Magazine. During the past few years the exclusive El-
dorado Country Club has brought fame to Palm Desert
as former President Eisenhower's winter home.

New residential developments along Fairway Avenue
across from the Eldorado are currently considered the
most fashionable on the desert. In spite of this, Palm
Desert remains a quiet, [riendly, informal community
without the razzmatazz ol Palm Springs and the beau-
tiful new College of the Desert located there insures sta-
bility.

INDIAN WELLS

A government survey of 1920 especially commended
the good water found at a roadside trough with faucet
and provided by Indian Wells. Long before that, how-
ever, water from Indian Wells was utilized by the Ca-
huilla Indians who occupied the Colorado Desert as far
west as San Gorgonio Pass. These wells, installed by
the Cahuillas, were somewhat unique in that they had
steps leading into them and their contours sloped. To-
day it is rumored that water from these same Indian
wells keep the putting greens of Desi Arnaz’ Indian Wells
Country Club healthy and green. At night, spectacular
lighting against the Santa Rosa Mountains provides an
attraction for visitors.

LA QUINTA

Located in one of the most beautiful of the Santa
Rosa's desert coves, there are may tales related to the
origin of this beautiful resort’s name. One is that La
Quinta is derived from the Spanish word for “fifth".
Long ago when travelers in covered wagons or astride
crossed the desert and recognizable trails had been made,
“fifth day” stopping places were established along the
route. It is believed by some that the present La Quinta
was so named as a memorial to this desert legend of
hospitality. Another historian states that it was named
after the Spanish word meaning “country estate,” while
yet another opinion is that it means “the retreat.”” What-
ever, it's a charming spot with many fine residences, a
picturesque hotel and an excellent golf course.

FORMER PRESIDENT DWIGHT EISENHOWER BUYS CHANCE ON ROLLS
ROYCE TO FURTHER COMMUNITY BETTERMENT PROJECT,

EARLY DESERT GOLFER SHOWS LADIES HOW TO SWING. BELOW:
TODAY'S GOLFERS STILL DOING SAME THING. (MIKE SOUCHAK, BOB
HOPE, ART WALL, JERRY DOGGETT),




DATE GROVES CONTRIBUTE TO COACHELLA VALLEY’'S UNIQUE LAND-
SCAPE. BELOW: A PAIR OF HAPPY CAMELEERS CELEBRATE INDIO'S
DATE FESTIVAL.

INDIO

Today Indio is famous as the date capital of Am-
erica, but it received its name in 1876 because of the
large number of Indians who comprised the settlement
when it was a railroad construction camp. Before that,
it was referred to by weary desert travelers as Indian
Wells because of an Indian campsite and wells nearby.
A colorful part of its history was an early weekly publi-
cation named Submarine and billed as the “most low-
down paper on earth,” because it was published below
sea level.

Indio has recently come into its own as a central
location for desert explorers and a number of fine air-
conditioned motor lodge accommodations are available.
The springtime Date Festival with its Arabian setting
and camel and ostrich races is an annual event and at-
tracts visitors from all over the world.

COACHELLA

The town and the valley are believed to have
derived their name from a corruption of the Spanish
word “conchilla” meaning “shell.” Once called Wood-
spur, the town was founded by James L. Rector in 1898
as a mesquite wood terminal for firewood which was
hauled to Los Angeles. Today it is a packing and ship-
ping center for grapes, cotton, citrus and other Coach-
ella Valley produce. The first date palm from North
Africa was transplanted in this area in 1898 and along
with neighboring Indio it is the largest producer of
dates in America.

THERMAL

Another date and grape producing center, the name
Thermal was applied to this settlement about 1888 when
it was established as a railway station because of the ex-
treme heat of the Salton Sea area. Today it is surrounded
with fine fields of alfalfa, citrus, dates and melons, some
of which are irrigated by water from wells. By crossing
the railroad tracks and proceeding eastward into the
Mecca Hills, 4-wheel drive travelers can have an adven-
turous time exploring hidden canyons where Indian pot-
sherds and indications of old mines may be found.

MECCA

This settlement received its exotic name because it
resembles the Arabian Mecca in climate, but it was first
called Walters and consisted only of a siding on the
Southern Pacific line to provide water from its 1,500 foot
well. It was also a staging point to gold and silver mines
in nearby mountains., The first experimental date gar-
dens were planted here and the old Caravansary adobe
hotel, the first building in the area, may still be seen.
Receiving water from the Coachella branch of the All-
American Canal, the area is now celebrated as the earliest
producer of spring vegetables (January and February).
A few miles east of Mecca are Painted Canyon and Hid-
den Springs where Cahuilla Indians once camped. Spe-
cimens of fossilized shell, quartz, and bloodstone attract
rockhounds and vivid coloring attracts photographers
and sightseers. Before the highway enters Shaver Can-
yon, en route to Painted Canyon (see map), it crosses
a sandy strip marking the old beach of prehistoric Lake
Cahuilla, ancestor to the present Salton Sea. 11/
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OPPOSITE PAGE. GLORIA GREER AND PETE
PETITTO RELAX AT MR. PETITTO'S POOL, CON.
SIDERED BY MANY TO BE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
IN COACHELLA VALLEY. Photo by Jack Pepper.
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T IS OFTEN said that Palm Springs
has more pools per capita than any
place in the world.

Roughly, there are 3,100 pools
within the city limits of the most
famous glamour spot in the United
States and a permanent population of
17,100. In other words, in the city of
Palm Springs one person in every five
has his own swimming pool.

The pools that can be found come
in all shapes and sizes. Some are fat,
some are skinny. They're oblong,
round, square, piano-shaped, have
waterfalls, come with tile and without
tile.

It takes 75,000,000 gallons of water
to keep them filled and their liquid
ingredients have been enjoyed by Pre-
sidents, heads of state, ambassadors,
Governors, Senators, Congressmcn,
royalty, gangland leaders, movie czars,
social leaders, scientists and sporting
enthusiasts.

Fanciest pool by far is in the Medi-
terranean home owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Shapiro. The house, once
used as a honeymoon villa by Eliza-
beth Taylor and the late Mike Todd,
overlooks a pool that is 30 by 78 feet
and is surrounded by formal gardens
and would cost $100,000 to construct
today—il it were possible to dupli-
cate it.

The sides and bottom of the entire
pool are of imported Italian mosaic
tiles laid in beautiful designs and pat-
terns. Circular steps, also mosaic tile,
descend gracefully into the pool and
standing at each corner are square
pedestals of the same colored tile and
design with wrought iron enclosed
lights atop each pedestal.

The story told is that the original
owner of the house, wanting the most
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by GLORIA GREER

beautiful pool in the world, bought
a ceramic factory in Italy and import-
ed the matched tiles to Palm Springs.

Industrialist Raymond Loewy has
a swimming pool that flows from the
outside of his home into the living
room; Mr. and Mrs. Harrison J. Bligh
of Thunderbird are probably the only
two people in the world who have a
living and dining room separated by
a swimming pool; and industrialist
Robert McCulloch (owner of McCul-
loch motors) owns one of the most
spectacular pool patios ever built, His
residence cost approximately one mil-
lion dollars to construct and features
such novelties as a human rotisserie
that turns in merry-go-round fashion
at the push of a button to produce
for each sun worshipper an even tan.

In contrast to the posh pools own-
ed by many of those who reside in
what is often described as the “swim-
ming pool capital of the world,” two
of the spa's best known citizens have
lived in the desert for years without
so much as a water hole in which to
dunk their toes.

Fay Bainter and her husband, Com-
mander Reginald Venable, have own-
ed a hillside house here for 20 years
and still haven't bothered to put in
a pool. Eddie Cantor, on the other
hand, started out with a swimming
pool but filled it in when his first
granddaughter, Judy McCugh, was a
toddler—over twenty years ago.

The city’s piano shaped pool was
constructed for Frank Sinatra when
he owned a house on Alejo Road. He
has since moved to Tamarisk Country
Club where his pool conforms to most
of the others in the vicinity.

Sinatra’s piano-playing buddy, com-
poser Jimmy Van Heusen, had a per-
fectly plain rectangular one at the









