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FEBRUARY PHOTO
CONTEST WINNERS

First Prize
DESERT TREE

Ron Moon
Saugus, California

An aged tree holds its head high in the San
Francisquito Canyon in California. Data:
Leica M3, 50mm Summitar lens, {4 at 1/250.
Kodak Plus-X. No [filter.

Second Prize
GRAND CANYON

Charles Bodenstein
Santa Monica, California

Looking across the Grand Canyon near
Navajo Point with the Vermillion Cliffs in
the distance. Data: Leica 111G, Summitar [2
i S i i lens, Kodak Plus-X, 1/500 at f11, yellow filter,
The Southwest is a land of changing moo ) =% e
. a land where contrast is the keynote and SUBMMET ML
where the blazing desert in the afternoon turns
into pastel shades in the evening . . . where
rugged mountains change their shapes from
dawn to dusk and where wildlife just for a
fleeting instant can be captured on film.

In many of these instances Desert Magazine
readers are there . . , at the right place at the
right second. In order to bring Desert readers
these captured moods and momenis we are
resuming the Photo Contest started years ago
by Randall Henderson, founder of Desert Maga-
zine.

FIRST PRIZE will be $15; SECOND PRIZE, $8.
For non-winning pictures accepted for publication
$3 each will be paid, Although not part of the
contest, Desert is also interested in viewing 4x5
color transparencies for possible front cover use.
We pay $25 per transparency. Both black-and-
white and color are for first publication rights
only.

PHOTO CONTEST RULES

1—Prints for monthly contests must be
black and white, 5x7 or larger, printed on
glossy paper.

2—Each photograph submitted should
be fully labeled as to subject, time and
place. Also technical data: camera, shut-
ter speed, hour of day, etc.

3—PRINTS WILL BE RETURNED ONLY
WHEN RETURN POSTAGE IS ENCLOSED.

4—All entries bust be in the Desert
Magazine office by the 20th of the contest
month,

5—Contesls are open to both amateur
and professional photographers. Desert
Magazine requires first publication rights
only of prize winning pictures.
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New Books For Desert Readers
Date Festival

DESERT Camera
By FRANK JENSEN

The Saga of the Sack

Peccary Now Big Game
By CLOYD SORENSEN

The Bugs and Us
By FRANK QUINTANA

Ruthless Road to Bdija
By L. BURR BELDEN

Winter Boating in the Desert
By V. LEE OERTLE

Desert Prospector, Fact or Farce
By SIDNEY PHILLIPS

American Heritage in Wax
By ELIZABETH DUNWOODY

Lazy Landscaper’s Friend
By GEORGE C. JORDAN

Woanted—Violin-Shaped Spider
By MARGUERITE SMELSER

DESERT'S Trip of the Month
By ROYCE ROLLINS

DOWN A 200-FOOT STEEP CLIFF BELOW THIS SITE PROSPECTORS MINED FOR GOLD IN 1863.
OTHERS FOLLOWED WITH BURROS AND TRUCKS UNTIL THE VEIN WAS EXHAUSTED.
ROYCE ROLLINS TELLS OF THE SILVER PEAK AREA IN THIS MONTH'S TRIP OF THE MONTH.

THE WEST IN FEBRUARY By JACK PEPPER

DEFACED DESERT DEMISE. Starting with February, DESERT Maga-
zine's 22,000-plus subscribers will receive their issues in envelopes. We
are pleased to report the days of having an address label defacing our
cover and frayed and torn pages are gone. We are now using Uncle
Sam'’s new Zip Code system to expedite mailing DESERT. So when re-
newing your subscription or ordering a new subscription as a gift to
a friend, please send the Zip Code number if possible.

MAGAZINE MAPS. Although we appreciate favorable comments from
DESERT readers, we are also vitally interested in constructive sugges-
tions and criticisms. We use three adjective to guide our editorial
policy: enrichment, enlightenment and entertainment. At the same
time our "Three Es" must be based on facts, and, as far as possible,
details, so DESERT readers may find their way. In this issue there is a
letter criticizing us for using maps as a guide to those who "will deface
the desert.” The reply by DESERT's editor states our policy.

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OLD. Desert Magazine is 27 years and 4
months old. There have been 328 issues published since Randall Hen-

DESERT is published monthly by Desert Magezine, Palm Desert, Calif. Second Class Postage pald af Palm Desert, Callf., and at additional malling
offices under Act of March 3, 1879. Title registered No. 358865 in U, S. Patent Office, and contents cDmr"JU"‘fld 1963 by Dlllrl Maogazine, Un-
solicited manuseripts and photographs cannot be returned or acknowledged unless full returan pottage is o contents
must be secured from the editor in writing, SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: $4.50 per yesr (12 issues) in the U, 5; 35 elsewhere, Allow !lve wsk for change
of address, and be ture to send the old as well s new address.

28 Israel’'s Past Is Its Future
By ITSHAK AIZIC SECHTER

To subscribe, or to give a DESERT gift subscription, use the coupon on page 4

NATIONAL ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES: Arden E. Roney & Associates
580 South San Vicente Blvd., Los Angeles 48, California. Phone: 651-3930

Jack PEpPER, publisher CHORAL PEPPER, editor
AL MERRYMAN, artist

34 DESERT Cookery
By LUCILLE IREDALE CARLESON

35 Survival in the Desert

Address Correspondence To:

38 Letters from our Readers Desert Magazine, Palm Desert, Calif. 92260 Phone: FI 6-8144
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dorson, founder, wrote an editorial "There Are Two Deserts' in the
STOP FRONT DRIVE first edition, November, 1937. We feel the following excerpts from his
editorial remains true today:

: “This is the last great frontier of the United States. It will be the

4-WHEEL DRIVES purpose of DESERT Magazine to entertain and serve the people whom
desire or circumstance have brought to this desert frontier. But also,
the magazine will carry as accurately as possible in word and picture,

DRAG AND WEAR ON

Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive with Warn

Hubs weans biy savings fn gear, engine, the spirit of the real desert to those countless men and women who
tire wear, gas—plus more pep, perform- 7 5

ace, power In high, and easier steering. have been intrigued by the charm of the desert, but whose homes are
Rugged. dependable, proven, with over

B00,000 in use. Unconditionally guaran- elsewhere.

teed. Chooss Lock-O-Matics, the huba

N L S This is to be a friendly, personal magazine, written for the people
s ey ol e A of the desert and their friends—and insofar as possible, by desert

e MES, CO.. Riverion Box S064.DM; people. Prefen?ncel w:@l be given to those writers cmd milgts—yes, and
Seattle 88, Wash. poets—whose inspiration comes from close association with the scent
ed greasewood, the shifting sand dunes, the coloring of desert land-

OPALS and SAPPH'RES scapes, from precipitous canyons and gorgeous sunsets.
Direct From Australia “The desert has its own traditions—art—literature—industry and
This Monsh's: Best Buy commerce. It will be the purpose of DESERT Magazine to crystallize
and preserve these phases of desert life as a culture distinctive of arid

SPECIAL OFFER but virile America.

?acgﬁ:g‘fscfgg’fhh;;“;nf"g‘ia;"‘s’ta,f'_’e““ "It is an idealistic goal, to be sure, but without vision the desert
Mixed Lot All Cuttable would still be a forbidding wasteland—uninhabited and shunned. The
$18.00 Good Value Free Seamail staff of DESERT Magazine has undertaken its task with the same un-
Send personal chaedue, internatiohal maney bounded confidence which has brought a million people to a land

P ot fres 16 page liatiof o which once was regarded as unfit for human habitation.
AUSTRALIAN GEM TRADING CoO. "We want to give to the folks who live on the desert—and to
MELBOURNE, €1 S UsTRALIA those who are interested in the desert— something that will make their
lives a little happier and « little finer—something worthwhile. In the
WONDERLAND EXPEDITIONS & WOMDERLAND EXPEDITIONS ® accomplishment of this purpose we ask for the cooperation and help of

all friends of the desert everywhere."
OATING/HIKI :
B EXPIE\][S{lOﬁ SN G FEBRUARY CALENDAR. 2—San Diego to Acapulco Yacht Race, San

Diego. Best viewing from Cabrillo National Monument. 5-6—Harlem

Globetrotters, San Diego. 7-9—Gold Rush Days, Wickenburg; Rodeo,

ESCALANTE/GLEN CANYON Yuma; Mardi Gras, Apache Junction, Arizona. 7-8-9—Pacitic Coast

LAKE POWELL AREAS Soaring Championship, Torrey Pines Park, San Diego. 8-10—Tomato

Festival, Niland, Calif. 13-16—Imperial Valley Carrot Carnival, Holt-

ville, Calif. 14-23—National Date Festival, Indio, Calif. 20-23—Whiskey

Flat Days, Kemnville, Calif. 23-March 1—Cactus Show, Phoenix. 27-

March 1—All Arabian Horse Show, Phoenix. 28-March 8—California
Mid-Winter Fair, Imperial.

SEND FOR EXPEDITION LITERATURE

WONDERLAND EXPEDITIONS
Ken Sleight, Guide
ESCALANTE, UTAH

SNOILIGIdXE ONYTHIONOM e SHOILIQINI aNYTHIONOM

® WOMDERLAND EXPEDITIONS * WOMNDERLAND EX *
s X3 ONYIHIONOM « SHOILIGI4XI ONYIHIANO.
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| ] New [ Renewal |
: To Give a Desert Subscription i — ARIZONA —
| Print your name and address above, and name and address of recipient below. I SCENIG BEA‘UTY
| l
| g  FIRE AGATE FIELDS
| I
| E [J New [] Renewal | MOVIE SETS
| | Please consider this your invitation to visit this
I Sign Gift Card: "From " l fascinating corner of the West ... .
L [J Payment Enclosed [J Bill Me Later 103 OATMAN - GOLDROADS

e . P - v ek g



TREASURE HILL

By W. Turrentine Jackson

Much has been written about the
great bonanzas of Nevada—the Com-
stock Lode, Pioche, Tonopah and
Goldfield, but little is remembered
of the mines that failed. And vyet,
their short-lived history was equally
colorful, their consumption of money
and human effort equally dear, and
their emotional impact perhaps more
dramatic.

It was in line with these thoughts
that Mr, Jackson wrote his story of
TREASURE HILL, a rich silver dis-
covery of 1868 in eastern Nevada that
raised the curtain on a drama of hu-
man energy and closed in a setting of
ghost towns 20 years later.

He writes of community problems
which deal with intoxicated fellows
riding horseback hellbent through the
center of town with no regard for life
afoot, or pranksters shooting guns
through saloon doors just to see who'd
get hit, and of the constant danger
from irresponsible blasting operations
conducted to level ground for build-
ings and streets in a new town. He
writes of human relation problems
incurred in a predominantly male so-
ciety, of disagreements between min-
ing partners, violent competition for
prostitutes, devastating poker games,
and murder. He writes of social prob-
lems, of ore thievery, salted mines,
crooked politics, and stock promo-
tions. And, he writes of tenderness,
loyalty, selfless suffering and honor.
He writes with excitement and vitality
of daring people living in an adven-
turous time.

This 254 page, hard cover book
published by the University of Ari-
zona press at Tucson is destined to
earn another award for its competent,
award-winning author. $5.00.

AUTHORS!

1f you have completed a book-length manu-
seript, vou may be interssted in our special
publishing plan. Under this program, many
lawyers, executives, teachers, scholars and
even housewives have seen their work pub-
lished, promoted and marketed on a digni-
fied, professional basis. All subjects con-
sidered — non-fiction. fiction, poetry, ete.
Send for our free 40-page illustrated bro-
chure today. Ask for Booklet, D.

VANTAGE PRESS, INC.
120 W. 31st St., New York 1, N.Y.

In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., L.A.
In Wash., D.C.;: 1010 Vermont Ave., NNW,

MONUMENTS IN CEDAR
By Edward L. Keithahn

With excellent photographs, many
previously unpublished, author Keith-
ahn traces totem poles from the Stone
Age to their Golden Age. For the most
part, however, this art expression exe-
cuted by Washington, British Colum-
bia and Alaskan Indians is of fairly
recent origin, possibly not over 150
years old.

Originating in the Haida and Lan-
gara Islands, the earliest totem poles
were used as mortuary poles and had
only one symbol perched on the top
which represented the phratry or most
important clan of the deceased. Later,
with more profuse carving, totems
were used for interior house poles or
as status symbols on the exteriors.

During his years of living among
northwest Indians, Mr. Keithahn
traced many all-but-forgotten myths,
customs and legends. Much of the
mystery that surrounds totem pole
history is due to local ignorance of
present generations and a reluctance
of older ones to talk freely with
strangers. Unlike most myths, those
of the northwest Indians were con-
sidered private property and only one
who had inherited or acquired the
right had the privilege to tell his ex-
clusive story. As progeny declined, so
did many legends. In addition, the
damp climate caused historic totems
to rot into oblivion.

There is little physical difference
among tribes of this linguistic group
today, but this has not always been
true. The original people who occu-
pied this area were fair skinned. It
wasn’t until after mixing with Euro-
peans and Polynesians that they grew
dark.

Where they came [rom is unknown.
Even their clan crests sometimes stray-
ed from local phratry or known tribes.
Mr. Keithahn cites an-example where-
in a Haida clan claims a mountain
goat totem, although the mountain
goat is found nowhere in Haida ter-
ritory.

Anyone interested in prehistory
will be fascinated with this large, 160
page, brilliantly illustrated book, and
for readers with a special northwest
interest, it covers an area of thought
rarely touched. Published by Superior
Publishing Company of Seattle, it
may be purchased at your bookstore
for $12.50.

WESTERN GEM HUNTERS
By J. Cyril Johnson

A revised fourth edition of this
guide for rock hounds is fresh off the
press. Covering California, New Mex-
ico, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado,
Oregon, Washington and British Col-
umbia, detailed state maps indicate
the best gem areas and what may be
found in them, mines and claims,
where mineral specimens have been
found, areas where permission must
be obtained to hunt and seasons when
weather permits. Rock shops in each
area are marked with a star.

Convinced that publicity of gem
fields assures good hunting whereas
secrecy causes depletion of an area by
a few, expert gem collectors Cy and
Virginia Johnson have dedicated
themselves to recording every avail-
able published gem field plus little
known ones they've discovered them-
selves, While many ol the localities
shown on the maps have been worked
over too thoroughly to be worthwhile,
it is their conviction that where old
finds lurked, new ones are nearby—
or simply down deeper.

Information regarding camping and
gem and mineral incidents of historic
mterest, such as California's largest
7V carat diamond found in 1867
near Grass Valley, make this handy
glove-compartment-size, 92-page paper
back book a good traveler. It may be
ordered from the publisher, Scenic
Guides, Susanville, California, or pur-
chased for $2.50 at most western book-
stores.

TAPESTRIES IN SAND
By David V. Villasenor

The art of sandpainting as per-
fected by the Navajos is believed to
have originated with Zuni and Hopi
tribes, although considering the tran-
sient quality of pollen, grains of sand
and mineral dust used to create the

NOW AVAILABLE

New guide to over 100
California Ghost towns

California Ghost Town Guide

Unique and authentic guide to over 100
ghost towns in California's deserts and moun-
taing with complete directions on how to
reach them. Shows you the way to little-
known and intrigue-filled towns that provide
hours of interest for those seeking buried
treasures, old guns, western relics, purple
bottles aged by the sun, and antique objects.

Satisfaction guaranteed or money bhack.

Order Now! Only $1.95
A. L. ABBOTT

Dept. D-12
1513 West Romneya Drive — Anaheim, Calif.

T alidvinene “TABECE MEZ IS N T S TR



TREASURE HUNTERS!

THESE BOOKS WILL TELL YOU
WHERE IT IS AND HOW TO
FIND IT!

DIG HERE!

by

Thomas
Penfield

BURIED BONAN-
ZAS . . . YOURS
FOR 'THE DIG-
GING! Separates fact from fiction and gives
the locations of 100 fabulous fortunes in
lost mines and buried treasure. A gold
mine itself. $3.95

LOST MINES
AND HIDDEN
TREASURE

by

Leland
Lovelace

Guaranteed to give
you gold-fever!
Waybills to lost
mines that may be in your own backyard. |
State-by-state directions for the whole South-
woest. $4.00

GHOST GOLD
by
Oren Arnold

THE FABULOUS
LOST DUTCH-
MAN MINE! This
book explores all possible locations and
gives detailed advice on finding it. You |
might be the lucky one! $1.95

ORDER BLANK

THE NAYLOR COMPANY
P. O. Box 12126

Palm Desert, Calif. 92260

Please send me

( ) GHOST GOLD @ $1.95
( ) LOST MINES @ $4.00
( ) DIG HERE! @ $3.95

( ) Check

Name

enclosed ( ) CcoDb.

Address

City Seabe o L
(Please add sales tax where applicable)

New Books

art, only a medicine man's ritual
could prove it.

The sandpainting itself was not
constructed for immortality, but the
spiritual result of it was. In lieu of
a written language, early Indians de-
pended upon visual symbols to per-
petuate their spiritual heritage.

Navajos conduct sandpainting cere-
monies chiefly for healing purposes.
In Monument Valley such “sings” re-
main an important aspect of modern
life. Because an integral part of the
visual prayer is final destruction of
the sand painting and its distribution
to the “six different directions,” few
white men are privileged to witness
this great art. And, it 1s great indeed.
The late French modernist Paul Klee’s
whimsical figures could well have
been inspired by Navajo sandpaint-
ings.

In his TAPESTRIES IN SAND,
Indian author Villasenor has illustra-
ted many of the ancient sandpaint-
ings and interpreted their esoteric
symbolisms. He recounts Indian myths
of Father Sky and Mother Earth and
he sometimes draws rather freely
upon Dr. Rhine’s parapsychology and
Jung's Psychology of the Unconscious
to pmve da vague P()lﬂt.

With whatever degree the reader
| chooses to accept or reject Villasenor’s

| Indian magic (and he indulges a fair

amount of proselytizing), he does
emphasize some thought provoking
points, One, “It is good for man to
have his head in the clouds and let
his thoughts dwell among the eagles,
but he must remember also that the
higher the trees grow into the sky, the
deeper the roots must penetrate into
the heart of Mother Earth.” The
point, in this age of outer space, may
be somewhat ambiguous, but like the
rest of the book, if you probe the
mystic, TAPESTRY IN SAND pro-
vides an interesting tool.
Published by Naturegraph of
Healdsburg, California, $2.95.

HISTORICAL
BOOK SPECIALTIES

THE DESERT IS YOURS by Erle Stanley Gar-

dner. A spirited account of adventure and

travel in the present day American desert.

$7.50

MANY OTHERS. Write for complete list.

Postage prepaid if payment enclosed with
order In Calif. add 4% sales tax.

PINON BOOK STORE

206 North Main St. Bishop, California
In the Heart of the Eastern High Sierras

. HILARIOUS!

Camel & Ostrich Races
Daily 3:00 p.m.

EXOTIC!

Arabian Nights Pageant
Free Nightly 6:45 p.m.

EXCITING!

National Horse Show
Daily 1:00 p.m

ENTERTAINING!

Arabian Street Parade
Feb. 21 — 10:30 a.m.

Fabulous!

Gems — Minerals — Date Exhibits
— Horticulture — Home Arts —
Handcrafts — Floriculture —
Photography — Livestock —
Industrial — Commercial —
Junior Fair — Agriculture
— Entertainment
GATES OPEN 9:30 A.M.

RIVERSIDE
COUNTY'S

NATIONAL
PDate

FEBRUARY §
14 thru 23, '64

INDIO

CALIFORNIA 3

TAPESTRIES IN SAND
By DAVID VILLASENOR

112 pages, 16 full page color
paintings on plates. Just published.

Order by Mail $2.95
DEPT. D2
NATUREGRAPH CO.
HEALDSBURG, CALIF.

“MILLIONS WANT TO”

This fascinating book tells of the true
adventures of a Tucson, Arizona couple
who drove the roughest roods to out of
the way places from Alaska to the tip of
Baja Penninsula, It also tells of Birds,
Fishing, Indians and Nature in general.

Notice ! !

Possibly you, like many others, are hav-
ing trouble buying "MILLIONS WANT TO",
Qur sales representatives have supplied
many boock outlets. However, they still
have many more fo contact, Most things
that are worthwhile are worth some effort
to possess. If your regular dealer can
not take care of your wants you may order
direct from

The Three Flags Publishing Company
3811 South 4th Avenue Tucson, Arizona

Send $5.95 check or money order for each
postage-paid copy desired.

(Arizona residents add 18 cenis Sales Tax)




ETWEEN THE 14th and 24th of
February an expected 250,000
visitors will participate in River-

side County’s exotic National Date
Festival. Held annually at Indio,
California, 23 miles southeast of Palm
Springs, this colorful desert event is
unlike any other celebrated in Am-
erica.

A cast of 150 performers will pre-
sent “The Tale of the Silent Bell,”
an original Arabian Night's story, on
a stage reproduced to scale from an
authentic Arabian palace. Harem
quarters, a minaret from which Mo-
hammedan priests chant prayers, and
a beggar's gate leading to the market
place are also faithfully reproduced.
Turbanned concessionaires will camp
under gay striped tents (be sure to
visit DESERT's booth) and at night
dramatic lighting will transport visi-
tors to the distant land which spawn-
ed our original dates.

Although 959 of all dates raised in
this country grow in or around Indio
and the festival is scheduled to cele-
brate their harvest, other desert pro-
duce and activities will also be repre-

sented. Horticulture, floriculture,
home and fine arts, gem and mineral
exhibits, photography, handcralfts,

livestock, industrial arts, and com-
merce and youth displays are only a
few of the attractions scheduled for
this 11-day event.

A national horseshow, an Arabian
street parade in downtown Indio, and
a midway with 20 major mechanical
rides at the exhibition grounds will
attract crowds with varied interests,
but possibly no other events will vie
in popularity with the festival’s excit-
ing annual camel and ostrich races!

/17

COVALDA BRAND DATES
The Exotic Fruit of the Bible

3 |b. Blue Hexagon Gift Pack . ... $2.75
3 |b. Metal Bowl—Dates and Confection $5.75
3 |bs. Stuffed Dates ... $5.50
5 lbs. Datettes ... . $3.40
(Delivered prices in U.S.)
Send for price list of other items for gifts
and home use. When you come to the des-
erf be sure to visit our packing plant.
Box 908D Highway 99, Coachella, Calif.
Lee Anderson's

Covalda Date Company
Phone 83551

Solectod List of

SOUTHWESTERN BOOKS

NAVAJO RUGS — PAST, PRESENT
AND FUTURE by Gil Maxwell. A his-
torical background to modern Navajo
rugs, a description of various types and
areas. Map of trading posts on the
Navajo Reservation. 20 four-color photos
plus many black-and-white pictures. The
author is one of America's top Navajo
rug authorities. Extensive bibliography.
Paper cover. $2.00.

* ko

CRUISING THE SEA OF CORTEZ
by Spencer Murray. Modern-day adven-
ture in a 25-foot power cruiser along the
gulf shore of Lower California and
across the Sea of Cortez. 76 photos by
Ralph Poole. 240 pages, hard cover,
four-color dust jacket. Maps and charts.
$6.75.
* Kk K

GEM CUTTING by John Sinkankas.
This standard text for lapidarists by one
of the nation’s top authorities in gem
work is now available in a revised second
edition. Some of the chapter headings:
Gemstones—The Raw Material of the
Lapidary; How to Get Started; Sawing;
Grinding; Lapping; Sanding; Polishing;
Drilling; How to Cut Cabochons; Facet-
ed Gems; Tumbling; and Carving. 297
pages. Hard cover. 8% by 11 inches.
$11.75.
* Kk %
TREASURE HILL by W. Turrentine
Jackson. This is the story of a Nevada
silver boom town of the 1860s that
struggled to stay alive. Most of the
money that went into promotion and
development of the White Pine District
was British, This story tells of the per-
sistence of the British to prove the mines
and recover their ever-increasing invest-
ment. The author quotes widely from
mining camp newspapers. This portrait
of a silver mining camp is one of the
best pictures of Nevada's boom days.
254 pages. Hard cover. Four maps and
diagrams. $35.
* K *

BOOK OF THE AMERICAN WEST
prepared by Jay Monaghan. This mas-
sive 610 page book was “arranged” into
ten parts, each section prepared by an
authority in the field. The contents: Ex-
plorers and Mountain Men; Transporta-
tion in the West; Treasures of the Am-
erican West; Indians and Soldiers of the
West; the Law of the West; Cowboys
and Their Horses; Guns of the West;
Western Wild Life; Western Folklore
and Songs; and a Gallery of Western
Art. The latter section has 20 color
plates by such artists at Catlin, Bodmer,
Bierstadt, Schrevogel, Leigh, Remington,
Stanley, and Russell. Richly illustrated
throughout, the book is a western library
under one cover. Quality press work.
$22.50.

LOST DESERT BONANZAS by Eug-
ene Conrotto, former -editor-publisher
of the Desert Magazine. Known facts
about more than 100 lost mines and
hidden treasure troves are compiled in
this brand-new 270 page book. No other
book has ever gathered together as many
facts about southwestern bonanzas. [t
was taken from a quarter century of
earlier Desert Magazine articles plus
correspondence from treasure hunters
throughout the West. 91 excellent maps
by Norton Allen. Hard cover. Four-color
dust jacket. $6.50.

* * X

ON THE BORDER WITH CROOK by
John Gregory Bourke. First published in
1891, this classic of Army life on the
western frontier has been recently re-
printed. Starting with life at Camp Grant
in Apache territory, the author tells of
Apache customs, the streets of Old Tuc-
son, Prescotl, campaigning along the
Platte, meeting with Crazy Horse and
Sitting Bull, how Deadwood looked in
1876, etc. A highly quoted manuscript
of frontier life. Reprinted from the ori-
giﬁngl type faces. 491 pages. Hard cover.
AL

* Kk K

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MASSACRE
by Juanita Brooks. First published in
1950, the book was long out of print.
Demand for it brought it out again last
vear. It tells of the events leading up
to the massacre of some 120 California-
bound emigrants in the fall of 1857 in
southern Utah. The massacre itself is
detailed, and subsequent investigations,
leading to the execution of John D.
Lee, are told. The 316 page book has
an extensive bibliography and a few
illustrations. $5.95.

* K* *

CALIFORNIA DESERT WILDFLOW-
ERS by Philip A. Munz. One of the out-
standing western botanists, Philip Munz
has prepared an affective guide to the
desert flowers. 172 sketches plus dozens
of color plates help the flower lover
identify the desert plants and shrubs. De-
scriptions are brief and non-technical.
224 pages. Hardbound, $4.95. Paper-
cover, $2.95.
* * *

PAINTERS OF THE DESERT by
Ed Ainsworth. Biographies of 13 artists
who found their inspiration in the desert
southwest. Chapters devoted to Maynard
Dixon, Clyde Forsythe, Jimmy Swin-
nerton, Nicolai Fechin, Carl Eytel, Paul
Lauritz, Conrad Buff, Don Perceval,
John Hilton, Orpha Klinker, Burt Proc-
ter, Brownell McGrew, and Bill Bender.
110 pages, 14 four-color reproductions.
Many black-and-whites. Beautiful cover
and dust jacket $11.00.

desert-southwest book store
Desert Magazine Building, Palm Desert, California

Add 25c each order for packaging and postage. California residents add 4% State Sales Tax,




HE ART of “unsharpness”
ing part or all of the picture out
of sharp focus) is a technique as
difficult to master as any in photo-

(plac-

graphy. A beginner might get fuzzy
pictures because he doesn’t under-
stand how to properly focus or hold
his camera, but the professional will
deliberately use soft focus to empha-
size a mood or feeling.

A photograph needn’t always be
sharp to be good. Expert photogra-
phers today must interpret as well as
record. A simple technique, as dem-
onstrated by the photograph of the
cowboy about to lasso a recalcitrant
calf, is one of panning, or moving
the camera with the action. For this
particular shot I used a 250 mm tele-
photo lens on a Hassleblad to accen-
tuate the blur, and a shutter speed of
about a 30th of a second. Had a fast-
er shutter speed been used, the horse
and rider weould have been in sharper

focus while objects in the background
would still have been blurred, al-
though not as much. There is no-
thing new about panning with action.
Motion pictures have been doing it
for years. However, it is also a valu-
able tool in still photography.

Another technique for soft focus is
the use of a blurred foreground to
delineate part of the picture. An old
cabin, for instance, with flowers in
the foreground, takes on added inter-
est when those flowers are mere blobs
of color. Again, a telephoto lense to
narrow the depth of field is the best
choice.

Soft focus may also be acquired
with a device known as a diffusion
disk which, 1 believe, is made for
cameras such as the Rollieflex and,
perhaps 35mm cameras as well. How-
ever, a piece of plastic taped over the
front of the lens often serves as well.

/1]

MOCCASINS

Fancy Woston Footwear

Located:. in''The Center”, long a Palm Springs landmark (across from the Desert Inn), the Grone's
MOCCASIN SHOP offers over 100 choices for foot comfort. Moccasins with beautiful bead work,
velvety-soft imported deerskin, rugged rawhide, durable full-grain cowhide—Some for riding,
some for flying, all for just plain walking comfort.

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG

MOCCASIN SHOP

174 NORTH PALM CANYON DRIVE
PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA PHONE 325-6425

COWBOY BOOTS

Look for us on your next desert trip.

"JUST HORSES" STATIONERY

60 sheets — 714""x10V4" personal size — 4 de-
lightful illustrations of ‘“Just Horses” in full color
by Bob Lorenz — 50 illustrated sheets plus 10
blank of white rippletone writing paper with 50
matching envelopes — plus a 7"x10" full color
framing print of a sorrel Quarter Horse — all
beautifully boxed! $3.00 per box — postage paid
— immediate delivery — money back guarantee!
Send today for catalog showing western framing
prints, stationery, notes, and desert Christmas
cards.

THE LAZY RL RANCH

DRAWER 1500-D
BOULDER, COLORADO

MARKET BASKET
PHOTO CO.

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.
Low priced photofinishing; film,
cameras and Kodachrome
I processing.
Developing & 12 jumbo prints
from l?ud%:olnr fF‘;'Im p $2 42
Developing & 12 gumbo prints from

Kodacolor film — including a
new roll of Kedacolor . $3 30

Kodacolor  reprints iumho_.
each l6c
8mm Movie Pmcessmg, $| 05

I color
Other photo prices compambiy low

Send for free mailing envelope
MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.
P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.

'""HELLO
THEREL

“I am ‘Poncho’ the
Laughing Burro. Re-
produced from an
original paigging by
Corinne Anderson.”

Order your print of “Poncho’ now! His
happy face adorning your wall, at office or
home, will not only bring joy te you, but
happy remarks from friends and associates.
A conversation piece, and excellent gift.

Printed on heavy quality paper. Size—
142" x9V2", matted and backad, rndy for
framing, $5.00 each.

Mail check or M.O. to: Corinne Andeuon,
CorVonne Originals, Ff1 Joseph S5t., Pres-
cott, Arizona.

Price includes postage .. ... . _.No C.0.D/s
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HAT PAPER bags found their

way into the United States via

a distant primitive desert land
may sound paradoxical, but it's even
more curious than that.

In the early 1880s, enterprising-
but-ghoulish Egyptian rag pickers
were stripping mummies and selling
the high grade linen wrappings to
American paper manufacturers. The
manufacturers, in turn, sold the
paper made from these rags for wrap-
ping food.

As the Egyptians claimed an inex-
haustible supply of mummies, this
seemed a fine idea until cholera
swept through Boston and the epi-
demic was traced to food wrappings
made from mummy rags. This un-
pleasant [act instituted research which
today makes the manufacture of
paper bags so inexpensive that they
may be discarded after a single use.

Long before modern man put wood
pulp “in the bag,” however, wasps
and bees were already in production.
These insects, by secreting a paper-
like substance from their bodies,
make bags of this substance and line
them with the paper honeycombs in
which they live, lav eggs, and deposit
honey. Naturalists regard these as the
first paper bags made.

Man’s large scale manufacture of
the item occured much later. Up
until 751 A.D., paper was produced
in China by a formula unknown to
the rest of the world. About that
time, however, a dispute arose be-
tween the Chinese and the Arabs
which changed the world.

Samarkand, an Arab stronghold,

was attacked by the Chinese, who
greatly coveted it as a stronghold of
their own. Arab soldiers rallied and
the Chinese troops fled, but not be-
fore losing two of their expert paper
makers to the victors. Forced by the
Arabs to reveal their secrets, these
two captives fathered the paper in-
dustry which soon spread through-
out Europe and the Middle East.

Although machine - made paper
bags have only been in existence
little more than a century, there
isn't a single civilization in which
men didn’t make use of some kind of
sack or bag. Shepherds in places as
distant from one another as Jordan
and Tierra del Fuego carried wine
in animal skins sewn tightly together.
Lightweight, flexible and nearly un-
breakable, these leakprool bags were
more practical (and still are) for
outdoor living than glass or earthen-
ware containers. From ancient Egypt
to Outer Mongolia, similar animal
skin bags were employed to store
seeds, grain and even money.

In deserts of the New World, pre-
historic inhabitants wove baskets of
grass and reed so finely executed
that they, too, were virtually leak-
proof. Some tribes, possibly less skill-
ed, sealed the interiors of their bas-
kets with pine pitch to render them
water resistant. These woven jugs,
borne on the backs of Indians, and
suspended from forehead bands, or
tump straps, were carried great dis-
tances between desert water holes.
Bags to carry dry articles were woven
of yucca fibre and some, possibly
thousands of years old, have been
found in burial caves alongside other
stone age artifacts.

During the 16th century in civil-
ized England, coins were often car-
ried in woolen knit bags, although
this represented the demise of a long
established tradition, as Englishmen
of the 13th century believed that
only beggars should be seen with
bags.

“It's a beggar's right to bear a
bag upon his back and for burghers
to bear purses,” an English poet
wrote in 1240.

Sacks have so much in common
that the word *“sack” is pronounced
almost the same way in at least 16
different modern and ancient langu-
ages, among them English, Greek,

Phoenician, Hebrew, French, Ger-
man, Syriac, Anglo-Saxon, Arabic
and Aramaic.

Not all the facts about sacks are
pleasant. Take, for instance, the ex-
pression, “I got the sack,” which
means, ‘I was fired.”

The origin of this expression is
even more unpleasant. Getting the
sack originally was a form of execu-
tion. Inder ancient Roman law,
anyone who murdered his parents
was sewn up in a cloth sack and
dropped in a river to drown.

Despite its sometimes unprincipled
past, however, the bag today enjoys
a place of dignity. For special items
it is tailored, insulated, reinforced,
printed upon and impregnated with
wax or chemicals. And it isn’t always
constructed of paper, either—maybe
nothing quite as exotic as mummy
wrappings, but plastic frequently
presents an attractive and sanitary
substitute. 11/

The Candy That
Grows on Trees

OASIS PALMS
Date Garden

81-492 Miles Ave.
Indio, Calif.

Remember 4 Friend!

SOMEONE THOUGHT OF YOU—
YOU THINK OF SOMEONE, TOO.
Send an unusual gift—an eight ounce tray
of Golden Dates from the fabulous Aerial

Friend's Name
Address— Lol
City
Zone— State—

Please Send Gift to These Friends:

Address
Tramway Country, Palm Springs, California. § ¢
!
DELIVERED PREPAID ANYWHERE IN U. S. A. Zor\" 51’01" >

$1.00

Friend's Name

Enclose $1.00, Check or Currency, for each Gift.




ONCE A LITTLE PECCARY

now BIG GAME

BY CLOYD SORENSEN-VR..
. e - ) -,

NO ROAST BEEF FOR THESE LITTLE PIGGIES. THEY'RE VEGETARIANS.

TANDING IN a sporting goods

store, I was staring at the mount-

ed head of the most ferocious
beast 1 had ever seen. It’s head ap-
peared to be at least the size of a
timber wolf, with narrow beady eyes
and long bristles raised on the back
of its neck. This wicked looking ani-
mal also possessed the most complete
set of dentures I'd ever seen, set off
by curling lips and two pairs of two-
inch tusks.

“What's that?” I asked the man-
ager.

“Young man,” he replied, “that is
a javelina. One of the meanest,
nastiest critters on the face of the
earth.”

Examining its head, I was not a
bit surprised to hear how this mon-
strous beast had charged the store-
keeper at close range, within seconds
of tearing him to ribbons with its
razor-sharp tusks when the brave man
?topped him with a well-placed bul-
et.

At that time I was a greenhorn to
the Southwest and one more feroc-
ious tale about the poor, little mis-
understood javelina was born to be
repeated, exaggerated and multiplied
a hundred times.

My adventures on the Arizona
desert each February searching for
these desert pigs have been exciting
and educational as well as a
tangible excuse to smell steaks sizz-
ling over ironwood coals, to listen to
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old-timers yarns, or just to dream un-
der thousands of bright stars glitter-
ing like crystals in the clear sky.

Anatomically, the javelina is about
one-third head, which accounts for
the impressive size of his mounted
trophy. Nevertheless, he has a vicious
set of choppers, although he’s more
apt to turn tail and run in the face
ol danger than to put up a fight, un-
less he's trapped. Then, beware!
We've referred to the javelina as a
pig and he does belong to that group
of mammals, although he’s quite dif-
ferent from his wild European cou-
sins or even domesticated hogs. The
European wild boar has an efficient
fighting weapon in his upper canine
teeth which grow up and out, instead
of down. The javelina's canine teeth
grow down instead of up.

Three times I've had close calls
with a javelina. Twice I foolishly
asked for it by approaching a wound-
ed animal. The other time a boar
and I, face to face, found ourselves
backed up in a tight box canyon. He
didn’t charge, but I had the impres-
sion, as I listened to his gnashing
tusks and saw his bristling mane,
that he might. I have never been
charged and the only reliable story
I've heard of anyone being charged
by a javelina came from a licensed
guide who has hunted the desert in
Arizona and Mexico for over 80 years.
When he came between a javelina
sow and her baby, she charged. This
was surprising. Usually a javelina

sow will abandon her young in face
of danger. As the poor mothers of
the animal kingdom, they're notor-
ious.

The javelina, more correctly known
as the collared peccary (Tayassu ta-
jacu) , is found in desert regions of
southern Arizona, Texas and Mexico,
with a [ew scattered herds in New
Mexico. Twelve subspecies are
known, including the white-lipped
peccary of Central and South Am-
erica. However, in the U.S., sub-
species are limited to the Sonora pec-
cary (T.t. sonoriensis) in Arizona and
overlapping into southwest New Mex-
ico and the Texas collared peccary
(T.t. angulatus), found in southern
Texas and southwest New Mexico.
The Texas peccary is slightly darker
and a bit smaller than his Arizona
cousin. Both subspecies have dark
gray collars. The white-lipped sub-
species is larger and considered to be
more aggressive which, by associa-
tion, perhaps accounts for the legen-
dary viciousness of the collared pec-
cary.

The javelina was the only pig in
North America when white men ar-
rived. Scientists inform us that jave-
lina lived in competition with the
five-toed horse, the primitive rhino-
ceros and huge carrion-eaters of the
early Eocene where his fossil bones
have turned up in Wyoming and
Utah. Next he lived in competition
with the three-toed horse, the small
camel, the primitive dog and early



sabre-toothed cat of the Oligocene,
where his bones are found in the Oli-
gocene badlands of Nebraska, Wyom-
ing and South Dakota. Down through
the Miocene, Pliocene and Pleisto-
cene, the Peccary existed, competing
with a variety of mammalian forms,
all now extinct. There are those who
credit his continued survival to the
unpleasant odor of a musk sack lo-
cated mid-dorsally, slightly above and
forward of his tail.

This musk gland functions as a
warning system. When alarmed, the
javelina expels a pungent, heavy
skunk-like odor that is hard to forget.
It also seems to serve a purpose in
keeping the gregarious pigs, who
travel in herds, together and regroup-
ing them when they're scattered. This
unpleasant odor extends throughout
their entire systems, rendering the
meat of a poorly killed javelina im-
possible to eat. If killed quickly, how-
ever, the meat is said to be white and
tasty, although somewhat dry.

Roaming desert washes, arroyos
and cienagas in its search for food,
the javelina herd is constantly wool-
ing, grunting and squealing. With
their long snouts they root the soft
soil, tearing up the terrain like a

plow. Dainty tracks will be every-
where. When desert explorers dis-
cover these signs. there’s a good

chance that little pigs are snoozing
under a mesquite nearby or chewing
on a pad of prickly pear.

Eighty percent of the javelina's diet
is prickly pear leaves or its fruit.
He also eats mesquite beans, roots and
bulbs. In higher elevations, where he
is becoming more frequently seen, he
dines on pinon nuts and acorns. He
seldom browses and eats very little
grass. Once, after a winter rain, I
saw some rooting and eating tiny wild
onions in a desert mountain. It has

been reported that they occasionally
eat meat and carrion, but this is dis-

“These beans could use a touch of pork.”

puted by field biologists. Another
legend is that the peccary kills and
eats rattlesnakes. During a controlled
experiment with a rattler tethered at
a water hole, the javelina walked
around to the other side of the hole
to drink, avoiding any possible con-
tact with the snake.

There does appear to be evidence
in the complex structure of his stom-
ach that sometime during his exist-
ence there was a question as to what
foods he'd eat. Perhaps those he pre-
ferred were so bulky and fibrous that
he had to spend more time chewing
than gathering, as he is able to store
food and chew it at leisure, a charac-
teristic found among ruminants. How-
ever, he didn’t quite become a “cud
chewing” pig, for although his stom-
ach is partitioned off, the complex
idea was not carried to completion.
Another perplexing condition exists
with his feet. He has four toes on
front, but only three behind.

On cold stormy days, javelina often
seek warmth in caves, as their bristles

The unigue hydraulic mechanism which raises
the camper top can be safely operated even by
a small child. Locks prevent accidental lower-
ing. The top is lowered quickly by the simple
turn of a valve.

SIX
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any speed with minimum drag and sway.
Moments later, enjoy the comfort and conven-

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.
CAMPERS, INC.

PENNACAMP, INC. CANADIAN
Dept. D Dept. D
P. 0. Box 264 Dk i

Manheim, Penna.

77 Pelham Ave.
Toronto 9, Ontario

offer little protection from cold. Al-
though their eyesight is exceedingly
poor and their hearing barely aver-
age, they possess a keen sense of smell.

Peccary mate at almost any time of
year, producing litters of less than
four and usually less than two. Pre-
dators such as the coyote, bobcat and
sometimes the jaguar and cougar ac-
count for the mortality rate of young
peccaries and, considering the small
number born, it's lucky if a sow man-
ages to raise a single youngster a
year. These facts, coupled with her
poor maternal instinct, are gradually
rendering the javelina extinct.

In Arizona the javelina is classified
as big game and perhaps this is good,
for his own welfare. Before the pec-
cary came under the watchful eyes
and management of the Arizona Game
and Fish Department, he was hunted
almost to extinction for his prized
hide. Now, as a big game animal, he
enjoys all the protection, surveys, sci-
entific research and planning possible
to preserve his species. /7

THE FIRST
PICK-UP
CAMPER
T0 BE TESTED

THE WORLD
TRIP

ience of a weathertight, high ceiling, home away
from home complete with three burner stove,
sink, cabinets, ice box, beds, and many other
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R. D. HALL MFG., INC.
PRODUCTS, LTD.

Texas Div., Dept. D
6911 Stearns St.
Houston, Texas
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The
bellowings had stopped. The

Suddenly it was still.

earth no longer rumbled with
an echo of dull thumps. Mbrs.
Pithecanthropus, startled by the
heavy stillness, went to the en-
trance of her cave and looked
over the landscape. In the dis-
tant haze a ptevodactyl glided
over a thick growth of cycads,
determinedly heading south, as
had all the others. T!m:qs would
never be the same, now that Man
had succeeded in draining the
great swamps. Secvetly Mys. Pi-
fk#rrmmmpus was pleased. Slimy
wrigglers and monstrous dragon-
flies would no longer _bhagw
her. But she did worry about
that last brontosaurus. Trapped
in muck and raging with frus-
tration and hunger, it had taken
a long time to die. The quiet
after the din grew oppressive.
Turning back into the cave to
tend her fire, she felt disturbed
and wvery much alone in the
world. She wondered if men
ought to meddle with Nature . .

So it has been, through endless cor-
ridors of time since man first popu-
lated the earth. In his effort to com-
pete and survive, man seems to con-
stantly interfere with nature. At regu-
lar intervals there are those who raise
complaints. In earlier ages, Myrmi-
dons of the gods tossed beautiful
young virgins into volcanoes to pro-
pitiate Mother Nature—always beau-
teous virgins, never any old hags. In
our civilization it appears more fash-
ionable to immolate segments of in-
dustry for intruding upon the Nat-
ural Order of Things—not that vir-
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gins have lost status, but rather be-
cause it is more profitable to feed the
fires of confusion with denunciatory
books and editorials.

A generation ago a tome entitled
100 Million Guinea Pigs asserted that
we were all poisoning ourselves by
using popular brand name products
of the time. Oddly enough, this glum
prediction fell far from its target.
Instead of becoming extinct, we be-
came faced with a population explo-
sion! More currently, the nation’s
hysterical attention is fixed upon Miss
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring.

For those who need an introduc-
tion, Miss Carson is a biologist-turn-
ed-author who achieved international
prominence with her worthy book,
The Sea Around Us, which wove a
vast body of information about oceans
into an eminently enjoyable exposi-
tion. Silent Spring, however, is not
the same dish of tea. A moral preach
ment indicting and damning pesti-
cides, their manufacturers and uses,
the book generated a splendid whirl
of controversy which is only now be-
ginning to dim in the fickle light of
public interest. Perhaps this is the
time to consider it a little more
coldly.

In a recitation of the evils of pesti-
cides, Miss Carson devotes consider-
able attention to the balance-of-na-
ture philosophy. This eighteenth cen-
tury concept has a catchy kind of
ring, but it is a siren song that ought
Lo be given its due in the chronology
of the ideas of mankind and put
aside. It tends to reinforce the not
necessarily correct notion that what
is natural is good, and all else is not.
More importantly, the balance of
nature is not a static situation, but a
dynamically changing one. A visit
to the fossils department of any nat-
ural history museum will amply dem-

BUGS

achemist’s answer

to

“SILENT SPRING”

onstrate this truth. Moreover, since
man is not supernatural, he cannot,
in fact, commit an un-natural act.
Man is bound by natural laws and can
in no way act to circuamvent them,
alter them or defy them.

If man is to survive in numbers,
and our U.S. population is now a
pretty dandy number, he is unequi-
vocally an un- balancer of nature. His
dppeute his need for clothing, shel-
ter, recreation, newsprint, and sew-
age disposal just raise hell with na-
ture wherever he exists in large num-
bers. To complicate the balancing
act, man is adding to his numbers at
the rate of 7,000 per minute on a
world-wide basis. The amount of
foodstulfs consumed by man is a
number large enough to be meaning-
less. In the U.S.A., Americans used
37.2 billion board feet of lumber in
1962, a factor that surely tipped the
balance a bit. Statistics from LIFE
Magazine state that it takes 85 car-
loads of paper to l)rodu(e only one
issue of the magazine. To make this
amount of paper, weekly, 5000 acres
ol forest are culled for pulp producing
timber. In 1962, 19.4 million people
in the 50 states bought one or more
sport fishing licenses, and probably
did more damage to fish populations
and wild areas than ever did insecti-
cide. The inescapable fact is that man
ravages nature to survive: if he
doesn’t, his dominance ends and he
will j(}in the dinosaurs.

The cheering thought is that man
has also learned to conserve, and
having come to benefit therefrom, is
continuing efforts in conservation.
The LIFE Magazine people, through
a subsidiary company, plant 20 mil-
lion trees annually. The lumbering
industry maintains a constant refor-
estation program and constantly seeks
means of improving harvesting



methods to conserve their ranges. As
our nation matures, and coincident-
ally, since it is no longer possible to
plunder an area and move on, con-
servation of natural resources is given
greater and greater coinage.

Conservation is not only a matter
ol replacing what is taken for use; it
also requires protection of that which
already exists. For all his vaunted in-
genuity, man is utterly and abjectly
dependent for his survival upon the
green plant. In this context, he is
not much better off than his antece-
dents, Mr. and Mrs. Pithecanthropus.
It remains imperative that he control
and dominate those insects which
compete with him for the yields de-
rived from the green plant world. Na-
tural predators simply cannot cope
with the job: if they were as efficient
as is claimed, severe insect infesta-
tions would be virtually impossible.
Unfavorable weather can slow the ac-
tivities of natural predators and para-
sites until late in a season when plant
damage has already occured. There
is no question that natural agencies
have value and utility, but at best,
they can perform only a partial job.
Until other means come to be readily
and economically available, insecti-
cide spraying programs must be util-
ized.

It is no surprise that insecticides
cause destruction of animate beings
other than insects. This is inherent
in their nature. Fishing hooks gouge
eves and cause tetanus; unloaded guns
kill friends and neighbors children;
automobiles are among the most effi-
cient tools for causing death, damage
and injury. Little, if any, hue and
cry is raised against these items. It
is probably a unifying human trait to
lay blame to inanimate things because
they are abused by unthinking hu-
mans. In this manner, the gambler
reviles the “stupid” dice for leaving

him penniless, If a benefit is to be
derived from the negative diatribe of
Miss Carson, it is that insecticides
should be used with wisdom and cau-
tion. The application of a few com-
mon sense rules for the householder
relative to storing and handling insec-
ticides will do much to prevent acci-
dent. Timing in the application of
insecticides can render them more
efficient against the pests in question,
and even act to avoid damage to
beneficial insects. Bees, for example,
are primarly interested in blossoms:
spraying prior to blooming periods,
or afterwards, will go far toward pre-
venting injury to bees and other pol-
linating insects.

Miss Carson gave particular atten-
tion to the possibility of cancer and
a variety of other dread problems, be-
ing directly traceable to the use of
insecticides. Years ago, an article in
the now defunct CORONET maga-
zine, presented a statistical case in
which milk was given the same blame.
As far as insecticides are concerned,
no evidence exists that proves insecti-
cides cause any other disease except
poisoning. Dr. Mitchell Zaven, As-
sistant Health Commissioner of Cin-
cinati, states “There is no evidence
that long-term subtle effects exist.
None has appeared in the 20 years we
have been looking for them.”

Silent Spring emphasized an ability
of insects to develop resistance to in-
secticides. At the risk of over-simpli-
fication, an explanation may be that
changes in the cellular chemistry pro-
duced enzymes capable of de-toxifying
the insecticidal chemicals. Experi-
ments are presently being carried on
with volunteer human subjects which
suggest that the body's marvelous de-
fense mechanisms perform in this
similar manner. It is encouraging (to
me at least) that we humans are not

going to be outdone on this score by
the bugs.

The key to control ol insect pests
may lie in one of their special advan-
tages: their reproductive capabilities.
In part, the sheer numbers of the
bug’s offspring account for their sur-
vival agamnst the attack of natural
enemies and insecticides. If links in
the reproductive cycle can be broken,
man may indeed succeed in real con-
trol and eradication programs. To
this end, entomologists are now study-
ing mating habits and sex-life of
pests, while chemists evaluate sub-
stances for use as male sterilants. Con-
currently the chemistry of insect-sex-
attractants is being explored. This tri-
partite study may spell doom for
some insect pest species.

In the meantime, reliance must be
placed upon careful use of pesticides.
Dangerous as they admittedly are,
their abandonment could be enjoyed
only at a most serious risk to present
day humanity. If insecticides are dan-
gerous to have around the house, so
also are electricity, laxatives, matches,
bathtubs, and cooking stoves. Careless-
ness with any of these commonplace
things brings pain and the threat of
death. But, in terms of hazard, the
lowly housefly makes these items pale
by comparison. As many as 33 mil-
lion micro-organisms flourish in its
guts, and the housefly has the disgust-
ing habit of vomiting briefly on any-
thing it chooses to sample. As many as
500 million micro organisms may
swarm over its filthy body and legs.
Spray can, anyone? /17

Frank Quintana is a graduate chemist with
25 years of professional experience in re-
search and development in the Essential Oils
and Flavors Indusiry. A resident of La Jolla,
California, he is an avid amateur gardener
and for ten years has been Science Editor
for “California Garden Magazine”.
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ABOVE: ENROUTE TO SAN DIEGO, FATHER
SERRA PAUSED TO FOUND MISSION SAN FER-
NANDO VELICATA IN 1769. ABANDONED IN
1818, ITS RUINS ARE NO LONGER IMPRESSIVE.
BELOW: LORETO, FIRST PERMANENT SETTLE-
MENT IN BAJA HAS HAD ITS MISSION RESTOR-
ED WITH FUNDS WON BY ITS PRIEST IN THE
NATIONAL LOTTERY.
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THE RUTHLESS ROAD TO BAJA
By L. Burr Belden

WO hundred years ago Francis-
can leader Junipero Serra estab-
lished the first route traversing

the length of Baja Californi. Today
this route is known as Mexico's High-
way Number I.

Starting bravely south from Tijuana
as a well paved highway, it becomes
a roughly graded one 130 miles later,
l'll[fll ]Jet('_‘rS out in[{) a Crllde, narrow,
twisting primitive trail for the last
550 of its 750 miles between Loreto
and San Diego.

While Highway No. 1 is said to
follow a path originally cut by pious
feet, certain sections actually bypass
many of Baja California’s historic
missions. This came about not be-
cause the good Padres’ routes were
unnecessarily circuitous, but because
economic needs displaced prayer as
a gnal for travel. Whereas earlier
[eet cut routes to missions, wheels
later cut routes to mines. Certain
canyon trails suitable for mule and
loot travel could not be converted
without heavy equipment into roads;
equipmenl that Mexican road work-
ers in Baja didn't, and still don't
have.

With 4-wheel drive or 4-speed trans-
mission, travelers exploring Baja to-
day may visit these ruins and primi-
tive settlements by following side
roads short distances from Highway
No. 1. Delores Del Norte, Santa Ger-
trudis, San Borja and even San Fer-

nando may be reached by such roads.
Santa Maria is accessible only by foot
trail while other asistencias, or visit-
ing stations, within hiking distance
of the main road are not even marked
by trails.

The 200-year old trail from El Ro-
sario, where the first Baja California
Dominican mission arose in 1774, to
Loreto, where the first Jesuit mission
was established in 1697, is largely
parallel to the 1963 road, taking a
course some 10 to 22 miles further
west as lar south as the oasis at San
Ignacio. Remnant stretches of the old
mission trails are yet in use as burro
paths, but the long, empty sector be-
tween the San Borja and Santa Maria
missions has been entirely lost in
parts. A water hole slightly north of
the ruined mining town of Desen-
gano is recognizable as the onetime
asistencia of Yubay. Farther north,
in a wash east of today’s Laguna Cha-
pala, are faintly discernable adobe
foundations which once marked the
Mission de Calamajue. North of
these ruins is a water hole known as
Las Arrastras.

Beyond that point the trail ascends
and descends totally uninhabited
country, but there is evidence that it
was different two centuries ago, for
the former asistencia of Alamajuet
was recently rediscovered by Erle
Stanley Gardner in the course of an
exploratory helicopter flight, later re-



corded in his book Hovering Over
Baja.

Between this point and Santa Ger-
trudis there once existed two trails;
one steep path through the moun-
tains and a longer one describing a
gulfside arc. A few adventurous 4-
wheelers claim to have traversed this
gulfside trail in recent years, but only
at a snail's pace. Other than those
tracks, only burro hoofs have left a
mark.

In s 1te of the route’s infrequent
use today, it once achieved the com-
paratlve status of a bustling thor-
oughfare for Spanish Conquistadores.
Generations before the first feeble

Spanish settlement was planted in
the present State of California’s San
Diego in 1769, a chain of missions
had been established by devout ]esult

the Pacific. Far up on the west coast
of Vancouver Island, at a spot known
as Nootka Sound, a bay still all but
uninhabited, Capt. James Cook
planted the flag of England. Spanish
men of war arrived and destroyed a
tiny English redoubt which had been
named Fort Pitt, and erected in its
place a bigger redoubt, or fort.

At the same time, thousands of
miles away in Texas, hordes of Co-
manche Indians raided an outpost
Spanish mission named San Saba and
then compounded the defeat by
thrashing an army sent to relieve the
outpost and a nearby presidio. As
Spain turned back from the Texas
frontiers, she lost her allied Apache
tribes.

Junipero Serra, a Franciscan leader
slated to take over the Texas frontier

missionaries throughout the southern
two-thirds of the adjoining Baja Cali-
fornia peninsula.

These oases of Christianity, sus-
tained with great difficulty in the
arid finger of land inhabited with
some of the world’s most primitive
people, began at a gulfside spot
named Loreto in 1697 and extended
both south and north, culminating
with the founding of Santa Maria in
1767, some 320 miles south of San
Diego.

Let it not be supposed that Loreto’s
founding in 1697 by Fr. Juan Maria
Salvatierra by any means marked the
initial attempt of Spain to extend
her rule of fused sword and cross to
the older of the Californias. None
other than Hernan Cortes had begun
a short lived colony at La Paz in 1535,
a date yet observed in that territorial
capital as the one of its founding.
Following Cortes came the great ex-
plorer-priest Eusebio Kino in 1683,
who remained for five years before
dedicating himself to his greater and
better known labors in Sonora and

rizona.

The 1760s and 1770s were eventful
years on Spain’s frontiers. The Jesuit
order was expelled from Spain and
all of its possessions. Russians began
to plant tiny outposts in the far
northwest. England and France chal-
lenged Spain’s all-inclusive claim to

from the expelled Jesuits, was shifted
to the California field instead and
landed at Loreto to head the former
Jesuit missions and press on to occu-
py Alta, California.

Russia’s Bering Sea challenge caused
Madrid to demand immediate settle-
ment of the long claimed, but un-
occupied, California mainland. After
hurried visits to the Baja California
missions where cattle, altar ornaments
and other sTplies were requisition-
ed, an expedition moved north to-
ward San Diego by land and sea. En
route, Father Serra paused to found
one mission, San Fernando Velicata,
the only one J)lanted on the peninsu-
la by that order. The Baja Californ-
ia field was turned over to the Dom-
inican order in 1773 and Franciscan
energies turned to the planting of
the Alta California mission chain.

The long, rugged path the physi-
cally weak but spiritually strong Ser-
ra followed in traversing the 750
miles between Loreto and San Diego
is approximated today by dust-cover-
ed motorists negotiating Mexico
Highway No. 1. By light truck or 4-
wheeler, it's a hard week’s drive, in-
volving seemingly endless hours of
travel in low and compound gears.
Only the hardy should contemplate
voyaging into this land uninhabited
by professional medical men, as well
as Conrad Hilton. /1!
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SOLID LINE SHOWS TODAY’'S ROAD FROM SAN

DIEGO TO LORETO. DOTTED ONE APPROXI-

MATES MISSION TRAILS TRAVELED BY FR. JUNI-

PERO SERRA ON HIS MEMORABLE TREK TO
SETTLE ALTA CALIFORNIA.

February, 1964 / Desert Magazine / 15



SANDY BEACHES LURE BOATERS SUMMER AND WINTER

HE RUSH of winter curtails

boating in most parts of the

country, but not in our desert
Southwest. Snow and ice, driving
sleet, flooded boat ramps—these ob-
stacles to fun are rare as moondust
in the Far West. Boating hardly
pauses for a change in seasons. True,
there is the need for a coat when
blustery winds roar down from high
peaks to rake the desert lakes. Morn-
ings along Lake Mead and Colorado
River shores can be chilly and brisk,
yet they seldom stop the boat owner
from the many waterway pursuits
popular in the West.

A good neoprene ski-suit provides
wintercomfort for water skiers. And
there is duck hunting, fishing, cruis-
ing the back country, even rock hunt-
ing by boat. Winter and early spring
months are the most enjoyable sea-
sons with crackling driftwood fires
along the beach and entire days for
soaking up sun and fishing. Consider
yourself lucky if you live in an area
adjacent to our great deserts—espe-
cially if your family enjoys boating.
Now is the time to hit the water!

From among several score possibili-
ties, I've selected those which seem to
me to offer the greatest opportunity
for fun afloat.

SALTON SEA: This area is per-

COLORADO WATERWAYS IDEAL FOR SKIING

haps the most convenient waterway
for winter boating within reach of
millions of Southern California boat-
owners. Roughly 360 square miles of
water surface, mild water tempera-
tures, and a sub-tropical climate make
this bleak shoreline a favorite for
veteran skippers. Water skiing here
is excellent, the best spots lying along
the northern half of the lake from
Salton City north on the west shore
and from Bombay Beach northward
along the east shore. Southern areas
of the Salton Sea are too shallow to
allow safe and comfortable skiing,
Fishing continues as a strong lure.
Corvina and sargo are present in un-
told millions and any time is the
best time. Cruising and sight seeing at
this time of year is most interesting
in southern areas of the Salton Sea,
around Mullet Island, near the Ob-
sidian Buttes, Pumice Butte, and Red
Hill region. Wear coats and carry
your own water for camping in all
but resort and state parks. Salton Sea
is about 150 miles south of Los An-
geles between highways 111 and 99.

LAKE MEAD: Winter is the time
for cruising, fishing, and sight seeing.
Water skiing in winter requires the
use of rubber ski suits, since morn-
ings are often chilly. Best bets for
fishing are Temple Bar, Overton
Landing, and points north and east.
Best skiing areas are along shoreline

LAKE HAVASU'S SHORELINE ADDS TO BOATING FUN.







