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IN LAS VEGAS

NOW
1000

ROOMS
AT HOTEL • I

!M1

Your Key to a TREASURE OF PLEASURE

Hotel Sahara... the new vacation wonder in the
world's wonder city.. .now with 1,000 rooms and
room for everybody! All the luxurious leisure,
the fun and relaxation you expect in one of the
world's finest resort hotels...at rates anyone can

afford. Sun-swimming in 3 spacious pools . . . din-
ing in 3 famous restaurants... star entertainment
in 2 great showrooms. Shops, buffets, health club,
golfing, riding... a real "Treasure of Pleasure"' —
the vacation visit of a lifetime...Hotel Sahara!

ALSO-THE WEST'S MOST COMPLETE AND LUXURIOUS PRIVATE CONVENTION FACILITIES-FOR 10 TO 1600 PERSONS.

STAR-STUDDED SHOWS in the great Congo HOUSE OF LORDS
Room, where famous names reign supreme. elegant dining.
Colorful, captivating show productions!

1,000 "YEARS-AHEAD" ROOMS
all with radio and TV.

DON THE BEACHCOMBER
dining-dancing.

LIVELY CASBAR THEATRE
dusk-'til-dawn shows.

Enjoy a "GOLDEN WEB OF HOSPITALITY" at these other DEL E. WEBB hotels: MOUNTAIN SHADOWS • SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. / OCEAN HOUSE • SAN OIEGO / TOWN HOUSE • SAN FRANCISCO
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STALACTITES AND STALAGMITES CREATE WEIRD FORMATIONS FOR VISITORS
TO LEHMAN CAVES NATIONAL MONUMENT, JUST SOUTH OF ELY, NEVADA.

THE SOUTHWEST IN SEPTEMBER By JACK PEPPER

Salute To Nevada. Nell Murbarger captures the spirit of Nevada and
sets the theme for this month's special issue in her "Joy Travels the
Backroads." Since it is impossible to cover all of Nevada in one issue,
next year we will feature other areas. Everyone has heard of Las
Vegas and Reno so we have kept to the backroads to show you other
parts of Nevada and to capture the feeling of The Silver State which
will be "100 Years Young" in 1964.

Explore Lehman Caves. Although they probably will not find "little
people with green faces" who, as superstition has it, once lived in
Nevada's Lehman Caves, archaeologists this fall will start an exten-
sive exploration of Room One, discovered in 1938 to contain bones
of animals and humans. Dr. Charles Rozaire, Curator of Archaeology,
Nevada State Museum, will head the group.

Sweet Ferdinand. Cows are beginning to smell like orange blossoms
around Phoenix as a result of the efforts of former Air Force Major
Charles Wolfe, who has started the first air-borne cow deodorizing
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is a Sportsman's Paradise
If you like the thrill of the hunt, you'll
love Utah where every year thousands of
hunters "get their buck." General deer
hunt is October 19 to 29 with special
hunts into December.

is a Scenic Wonderland
If you like the added bonus of scenic
attractions, then you'll love Utah with
its colorful Rainbow Land, massive Mon-
arch Mountains and historic Mormon
country.

is a Friendly State
If you like a cordial welcome and a
little hospitality, you'll love Utah where
the red carpet is out for your visit. For
a sample, just send for FREE informa-
tion and you'll get it by return mail.

SEND FOR
FREE FALL
AND HUNT

KIT!

UTAH TOURIST AND
DEPT. 156D
COUNCIL HOUSE

INCLUDES:
• 21 Tours
• Proclamation
• Outdoor Guide
• Road Map

PUBLICITY COUNCIL

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

Please send me Fall and

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

Hunt Kit

. . . S T A T E

service. At least that's the claim of
Wolfe, who says his harmless GS17
spray is making a hit with cattlemen.
No comment from the cattle.

Lake Powell Ferry Service. Ferry
service at Hall's Crossing below
Hite, is still in operation, although it
is best to make arrangements with
J. Frank. Wright in Blanding, Utah,
in advance, according to J. Frank
Wright, of the Lake Powell Ferry
Service, Blanding Utah. The veter-
an Colorado river runner is also con-
tinuing his tours and plans to en-
large his service next season.

September Calendar. Aug. 28-Sept.
2—San Bernardino County Fair, Vic-
torville, Calif. August. 30-Sept. 2—
Days of San Luis Rey, Oceanside,
Calif. County Fair and Livestock
Show, Elko, Nev. 2—Annual Labor
Day Rodeo and Fly-In Breakfast,
Williams, Arizona. 6-7—Box Elder
County Peach Days, B r i g h a m
City, Utah. 5-8 — Navajo Tribal
Fair, Window Rock, Ariz. 7-8—Ne-
vada Square Dance Convention,
Elko, Nev. 13-15—Aerorama, Mu-
nicipal Airport, Chico, Calif. 13-22—
Fiesta de la Luna, Chula Vista, Calif.
Utah State Fair, Salt Lake City. 14-
15—Shasta Gem and Mineral Show
at Veterans' Memorial Hall, Red-
ding, Calif. 14-16—Washoe County
Fair, Reno. 18-22—Thirteenth An-
nual Desert Empire Fair, Ridgecrest,
Calif. 20-22—Air Races, Elko, Nev.
23-29—Kern County Fair, Bakers-
field, Calif. 27-28—County Fair Days
Celebration, Twentynine Palms,
Calif. 50th Anniversary Celebration
of incorporation of Needles, Calif.
28-29—Raisin Festival, Dinuba, Calif.

r
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Hugh White Enterprises

MAIN MOTEL

WHITES LAUNDRY CENTER

Ely, Nevada

V-8 POWERED JEEP & SCOUTS
When your rig is V-8 powered, your enjoy-
ment Is tripled. Sand, hills, mud are no
longer obstacles. Highway travel is quicker,
giving more time to roam the desert. Chu-
ehua's adaptor housings are designed to
make each installation easy and strong.
Adaptors are full bell housings, not plates,
using 9'A" input shafts making little or no
firewall cutting necessary.
Priced from $46.50 for all General Motors,
Chrysler, and Ford and Mercury V-8's

Write today for FREE information

BRIAN CHUCHUA'S
Four Wheel Drive Accessory Center,
1625 Harbor Blvd., Fullerton 7, Calif.
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CAMERA
Edited By Frank Jensen

IN this day and age of automation
it is a rare photographer who has
control over his exposure. This col-

umn will be devoted to the vanish-
ing breed of photographic devotees
who still use an exposure meter inde-
pendent of the camera, and who tem-
per exposures with their own judge-
ment.

Exposure of desert scenes ordinari-
ly falls in a category somewhere be-
tween beach and snow scenes and
the average landscape. In general, ex-
posures for a front lighted scene (with
the sun at your back) will require a
decrease of a half to a full F-stop over
what you would normally shoot.

Even the side lighted scenes, since
so much light is reflected into the
shadow areas, will require a slight de-
crease in exposure. In general then,
let it be said that you should believe
your meter when it tips the end of
the scale and expose accordingly.

During the summer months this
writer prefers to shoot desert land-
scapes during the afternoon. Say,
from three o'clock on. In the late
afternoon the shadows become long-
er and the light from the sun models
the contour of the landscape. Toward
sunset the red end of the spectrum
dominates, and the most spectacular
scenics are often caught on film just
before the sun goes down.

On this point, here is a tip that
might prove useful. Just before the
sunlight fades on a scene, it will
reach a peak brilliance. It is then
that you shoot like mad, making cer-
tain to bracket your exposures. That
is, expose one picture according to
the meter reading, then underexpose
two full F-stops, and overexpose two
stops.

The worst landscapes are generally
photographed during mid-day. The
early morning hours are also good for
summertime shooting, although I
must confess that I have an aversion
to getting up early, so can't speak
authoritatively on this subject.

READY FOR THE ROUGHEST!

TRAIL
MACHINE

Dealer
Inquiries
Invited

Features 3-Speed
gear box, left-
hand operated
clutch, right-
hand operated
shift lever,
telescopic front
forks, folding
kickstarter.
Engine: Briggs &
Stratton 5}4 HP.

MUSTANG MOTOR PRODUCTS CORP., 241 CONCORD ST., GLENDALE 3, CALIF.

W H E N Y O U W R I T E or phone in response to an ad in DESERT, it only takes a
moment to mention where you saw it. The firm you are doing business with will
appreciate knowing how you learned of them, and DESERT will be grateful for your
support and friendship thus expressed.

A completely self-con-
tained portable kitchen
. . . Has its own fuel sup-
ply . . . Baked enamel
finished in turquoise,
white, yellow and cop-
pertone . . . 50 lb. ice-
box . . . two-burner bu-
tane stove . . . sink and
guaranteed pump . . .
carrying handles for
easy moving . . . Tubu-
lar steel frame for dura-
bility . . .

For Demonstration and Information, Write To— °
PORT-A-GALLEY 269 W. Bonita Ave., Claremont, California

Dealer Inquiries Invited

SALMON RIVER TRIP!
I D A H O P R I M I T I V E A R E A

FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS:
Call or Write:

Western River Expeditions
1699 East 3350 South-Salt Lake City 6, Utah

HUnter 4-4006

Per Person
This 6 day trip on the Prim-
itive Salmon River includes:
food, transportation from
Stanley, and all necessary
equipment for a river ex-
pedition.
The Salmon River offers:
good fishing, exciting white
water, excellent picture tak-
ing, and a leisurely vacation
you'll never forget. The last
two runs will be for steel-
head fishing.

AVAILABLE TRIP DATES:
* Sept. 26 • Oct. 1 * Oct. 7-12 * Sept. 5-10
// these dates won't fit your schedule,

let me know what will!

Ideal for . . .
Camping
Boats
Patios
Trailers
Vans
Sportsmen
Jeeps
Camper shells

PORT-A-GALLEY is
36"long,181/2"wide
30" high
Retail: $299 FOB
Pomona



WHEN YOU WRITE
. . . or phone in response to an ad in
DESERT, it only takes a moment to men-
tion where you saw it. The firm you are
doing business with will appreciate know-
ing how you learned of them, and
DESERT will be grateful for your support
and friendship thus expressed.

IT'S EASY AND LOTS-OF-FUN
Moke Beautiful Gems Now! Learn about this
fascinating hobby in a new booklet, "SO YOU
WANT TO CUT GEMSTONES" and Informa-
tive Catalog—$1.50 value for only 25c. Send
for yours TODAY

Lapidary Eng. Corp.

Redlonds D, Calif.1st. & Hwy. 99

LAND ROVERS
Station Wagons and Trucks
. 2 and 4-Wheel Drive

NEW and USED
SALES - PARTS - SERVICE

#

Hall Motors
Cypress and Van Buren
Riverside — Arlington

i HICKORY FARMS OF OHIO

"BEEF STICK"
"No Pepper"
"No Garlic"
"No Vinegar"
"No Pork"

• FOR SPORTSMEN •
A MUST for Fishing, Hunting,
Camping, Picnics, Boating, Pack-
ing Trips—Because of its long
lasting freshness—will keep with-
out refrigeration.

Guarantee of Satisfaction
and Safe Delivery
No Charge for Mailing

100% Pure Beef
Hickory Farms of Ohio

Western Division
P. O. Box 3306, Van Nuys, Cat.

4 Ib, beef sticks are $5.98 ea. includ-
packing and mailing. Send check or

money order.

Please ship me Beef Sticks at $5.98 ea.
New Customer Old Customer

To:

"GOLD MEDAL AWARD WINNER"

Approx
ing all

NEW IDEAS for DESERT LIVING
By DAN LEE

Outdoor Storage Room—
Wish you had more space to store

garden tools or pool equipment?
Maybe the answer is an extra out-
door room. The Urban Spacemaker
is made of pre-fab aluminum panels
which assemble to form a weather-
tight outdoor storage. Size is 4-feet
by 6-feet by 8-feet, or 6-feet by 6-feet.
Height is 6-feet two inches. The big-
ger model has a full 52-inch double-
door opening to make easier loading
and unloading. Comes packed in sev-
en pre-assembled sections, ready for
erection by the handyman. T h e
Spacemaker is pre-painted aluminum
roof and sidewalk, and a good item
for the mobile home owner, pool
owner, or handyman. Price avail-
able from Urban Spacemaker, Urban
Industries, Dept. DM 9, Marion,
Ohio.

Reflector Camp Oven—
Here's a new item that's got prac-

tical appeal for campers. A small
metal oven that sits beside the camp-
fire and cooks meats by reflection.
Retains natural juices, and gives
cook more control over open fires.
It even folds flat to a thin half-inch
height, weighs just 2Vi pounds, and
has a cardboard carrying case. Sounds
like a worthwhile way to cook with-
out using pans or other equipment,
and still produce something tasty.
Priced at $6.95 prepaid, from Ponder-
osa Industries, Inc. Dept. DM 9, Box
348, Butler, Penn.

Datsun Truck—
Those cagey Japanese have done it

again. This time they have built a
little light pick-up to compete with
Ford's Ranchero, from the looks of
it. It's compact, sleek-looking, low in
silhouette, and styled more l i k e
a passenger car than like a truck.
Overall length of the new Datsun
NL 320 pick-up is a short 13-feet, 8-
inches, which indicates extreme ease
of handling, parking, and driving in
busy traffic.

The new Datsun is powered by a
peppery 60-horsepower overhead valve
engine, price $1696, plus license and
taxes. Datsun, Nissan Motor Corp.,
Dept. DM 9, 137 E. Alondra Blvd.,
Gardena, Calif.



Gas-Powered Searchlight—
It has its own tiny gasoline engine,

a 3A -horsepower two-cycle that powers
a sealed-beam, 450,000 candlepower
light. Fire up the little engine, and
the searchlight gives enough light to
flood an entire fairgrounds or for pic-
nics, search and rescue operations, or
a hundred other uses. The Nobco
Power Beam is 20-times as powerful
as the brightest automobile head-
lamp, according to the maker. En-
tire power generator, engine, and
light weighs 20 pounds complete.
Priced in two models from $150 to
$170, depending on whether AC or
DC unit is required. The Power Beam
is self-contained, and produces its
own light without outside power con-
nections. Nobco, 151 North Pasa-
dena Ave., Dept. DM 9, Pasadena,
Calif.

Liquid Cooler Coating—
If you live in hot country you are

aware of the effect of mineralized
water on water-cooler tanks. Ordi-
nary paints won't stop this rusting.
Brand new on the market is Liquid
Neoprene Cooler Shield, a real "syn-
thetic rubber coating that can be
applied right over corroded metal,
it directions are followed. Liquid
neoprene, after drying, leaves a tough
elastic film like a blanket, from one
side of the cooler tank to the other.
Because neoprene rubber is unaffect-
ed by water, salts, minerals, or any-
thing else found in home water sup-
ply systems, Cooler Shield effectively
blocks rust and corrosion, eliminates
scale, and should reduce pump clog-
ging to an absolute minimum. Priced
at $3.95 per quart, plus freight, from
Cooler Shield, Dept. DM 9, P.O. box
276, San Dimas, Calif.

Sun-Visor Extensions—
Now you can get relief from those

annoying afternoon drives when the
sun sneaks past your car's sunvisors
just past the ends of the visor. The
new Glare Shields are extensions
which slip on over the ends of the
visors, and can be adjusted up or
down or sideways as the need arises.
Upholstered in grey-silver color, vis-
ors are 4-inches by AV2 -inches, priced
at $3.75 each. For width of 6"
by 6Vi-inches, price is $4.00 each,
prepaid. J. D. Whitney Co., Dept.
DM 9, 1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16,
Illinois.

UNDERGROUND EXPLORATIONS • Box 793 • Menlo Park, California

A HOBBY THAT PAYS

MARKET BASKET
PHOTO CO.

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.
Low priced photofinishing; film,

cameras and Kodachrome
processing.

Developing & 12 jumbo prints ^ _ . _
from Kodacolor film ^Z.T"Z

Developing & 12 jumbo prints from
Kodacolor fi lm — including a ^ - _ -
new roll of Kodacolor ... I p J . j U

Kodacolor
each

reprints jumbo,
I6c

8mm Movie Processing,
color $1.05
Other photo prices comparably low

Send for free mailing envelope

MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.
P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.

FREE!
Helpful brochure

for rock hobbyists!

This new brochure,
fresh off the presses, is
a v a i l a b l e w i thou t
charge to rock hobby-
ists and readers of
Desert Magazine. Spe-
cial sections on sharp-
ening, reversing and
installation of diamond
blades for better lapi-
dary cutting . . . also
includes useful tips on
coolants, lubricants,
speeds and feeds, and
other suggestions on

how to get longer and better wear from
your cutting equipment. Compact and
easy-reading, well-illustrated. Write
today for your copy.

Please mail me your free brochure, "Do's
& Don'ts for Lapidary Cutting."

Name

Address

City, State.

DEPT. D-9

M K DIAMOND

Diamond Products
12600 Ch.dron,
Hawthorne, Calif.

SINCE 1866



By Robert Warren, Director Department ot Economic Development

DESPITE its small population,
Nevada attracts more visitors
each year than such world-fam-

ous tourist meccas as Florida and
Washington, D. C. The fact that
nearly 50 times the state's permanent
population of 400,000 people visit
Nevada each year attests to the accur-
acy of the state's official slogan: "Rec-
reation Unlimited."

Probably no place on earth offers
so much in the way of glamour and
excitement. Top talents put on the
world's best variety and theatrical en-
tertainment nightly at a dozen "strip"
establishments for the price of dinner
or cocktails. Clubs along downtown
Las Vegas' Fremont Street — which,
incidentally, claims to have more
neon signs and lights than Times
Square—feature famous names in
scores of lounge acts. In the northern
part of the state, there is an almost
equal variety of entertainment at
world-famous casinos at Reno and
Lake Tahoe.

One phase of Nevada which comes
as a surprise to many visitors is its
extensive natural scenic beauty.
Along transcontinental Highway 40,
across the northern part of the state,
the spectacular scenery changes from
the deadwhite salt flats on the eastern
border of Nevada, to the towering
Ruby Mountains and lush valleys
near Elko, then to the rugged desert
hills and valleys of the central part
of the Sierra Nevada Mountain
range.

Farther south along the state's east-
ern border is the spectacular Lehman

Caves National Monument, 640 acres
located on the eastern flank of 13,061-
foot Wheeler Peak, one of the highest
mountains in the Great Basin. Guid-
ed trips are provided along easy trails
through the caves—a series of under-
ground rooms with oddly formed
stalactites and stalagmites, fluted
columns, needle crystals and the like.

Other unusual natural wonders,
many of them priceless discoveries for
the camera enthusiast and the paint-
er, include the lonely, "Sahara Desert"
setting of the towering dunes of the
Singing Sand Mountain, just off
Highway 50 near Fallon; the strange
tufa formations at (among other
places in the state) Lovelock, on
Highway 40; Beowawe's great geyser
field (along with various other hot
springs which bubble and blow
through the earth's surface at places
like Steamboat Hot Springs south of
Reno) ; the state's nine state parks,
ranging up to several thousand acres
and including free camping and pic-
nicking facilities (among them is the
Valley of Fire, north of Las Vegas) ;
the mysterious Amargosa Desert and
the edge of Death Valley.

Nevada is blessed with four large
and spectacular lakes—as well as scores
of smaller ones. In the far southeast
is Lake Mead, created in 1933 by the
vast engineering feat of the Hoover
Dam. Built in Black Canyon, the
mighty ribbon of concrete spans a
rugged gorge of the Colorado River.
There is beautiful Walker Lake, near
Hawthorne, and Pyramid Lake 30
miles north of Reno, which resembles
the biblical Sea of Galilee. Both of

these awesome desert lakes are rem-
nants of a vast prehistoric inland sea
called Lake Lahontan. And finally,
there is the famous, incredibly en-
chanting Lake Tahoe, astride the
California-Nevada border in the high
Sierra Mountains.

The camper will have little prob-
lem finding almost any kind of spot
to pitch his tent or park his camper
in Nevada. Only a small part of the
state's 110,000 square miles is "citi-
fied" or developed; within a few min-
utes of the bright lights and sophisti-
cated living of Nevada's unusual
cities, man can find solitude and
quiet. He can explore literally scores
of Forest Service camp grounds, Na-
tional Park Service public camp
grounds—or an isolated wilderness of
mountains or desert, where the sight
of a man is a rarity. An exciting
choice of scenery—from sagebrush to
tall pines, from desert sands to curv-
ing lakeshores—is his for the asking.

Nevada, moreover, is a paradise for
the outdoor sportsman. Aside from
the many mountain and desert
streams which offer excellent trout
fishing, there is unusual fishing ap-
peal to the fisherman in Nevada's
large lakes—most of it year-round.

Big game hunting is open to out-
of-staters in limited numbers. Deer,
elk, bighorn sheep are the main at-
tractions (the latter are limited to a
very few hunters) . Upland game con-
sists of partridge, chukar, sagehen,
and the like.

Water enthusiasts will find every-
thing from individual sports amid



IMLIIMTED

GOVERNOR GRANT SAWYER

spectacular surroundings to major
unlimited hydroplane racing. Water
skiing is increasingly popular on all
the major lakes in Nevada as well as
the many smaller ones, man-made
and natural. In the southern and
central parts of the state, it's a year-
round sport. The same goes for all
kinds of boating — speed boats, out-
boards, sail.

Nevada and snow skiing have been
closely identified since the early days
of the West. A century or more ago
John ("Snowshoe") Thompson, who
may have been the first skiier in the
unexplored West, used long, crude
skis to pack mail over the Sierra. To-
day, some of the finest ski slopes in
the world are available in Nevada,
most of them with the best of modern
facilities. A big advantage is prox-
imity and convenience: Slide Moun-
tain and Mt. Rose ski bowls are 45
minutes from Reno; the excellent ski-
ing on 11,910-foot Mr. Charleston is
45 minutes from the striking contrasts
of warm, dry Las Vegas. Other areas
spotted throughout the state make it
possible for the skiing enthusiast to
find slopes and deep snows within
easy reach of almost any community.

Several other areas of outdoor ac-
tivities, unusual or unique to Nevada,
beckons throngs of visitors. Among
them are some of the breathtaking
modern man-made projects, such as
Hoover Dam, near Las Vegas; the
great open-pit copper mine at Ruth,
near Ely—one of the worlds largest;
and the fertile agricultural area near
Fallon, created from the desert by
the Lahontan reservoir and its elabo-

rate irrigation system for some 670
farms. (The area is famous for Fal-
lon "Hearts O'Gold" cantaloupe and
for turkeys.) Known as the Newlands
Project, the system created a huge
man-made oasis in the desert and
made the area Nevada's mo'st impor-
tant truck-farming area — despite a
rainfall of only 5.3 inches per year.

The state is well known as a para-
dise for rockhounds. Semi-precious
gems and minerals of all descriptions
abound—agate, geodes, jasper, beryl,
rhodonite, petrified wood, and gar-
net. Nevada also produces 87% of
all turquoise mined in the world and
yields some of the finest fire opal, sul-
fur, quartz crystals and wonderstone.

For those interested in archeology
and early man, there have been sever-
al extensive diggings undertaken in
the past. The Lost City Museum at
Overton, in southern Nevada, gate-
way to the Valley of Fire, contains
artifacts dating back 12,000 years to
the earliest known days of man on
this continent. Many are from the
prehistoric Pueblo city which now
lies beneath the waters of Lake Mead.
Nearby in the Valley of Fire itself,
the visitor can see other evidence of
ancient man in the petroglyphs (pic-
ture writing on rock). And in the
central part of the state, at Ichthyo-
saur State Park, he can see the fos-
silized imprints of sea-going reptiles
60 feet long and millions of years old.

In the charming and friendly state
capital, Carson City, is the Nevada
State Museum, formerly the U. S.
Mint where Carson City silver dollars

were made. It contains a wealth of
material relating to Nevada's pioneer
past, some of it irreplaceable, and cul-
minates with a replica of a mine in
the basement. Full-scale exhibits
show the detailed operation of a west-
ern mine with complete "head-bump-
ing" realism in the 300 feet of tunnel.

Near Carson and to the south is
Genoa, Nevada's first town, founded
by the Mormons on the western edge
of the fertile, sweeping Carson Valley.
And to the east, along the Pony Ex-
press trail and the route of the Forty-
Niners, stand the lonely adobe ruins
of Fort Churchill, built to protect the
pioneers from the marauding Indians.

In short, the State of Nevada offers
the tourist a variety of attractions un-
matched in the Union. And, as the
state's youthful and personable Gover-
nor Grant Sawyer points out, this
variety is accompanied by a quality
which is unique.

Says the Governor: "I feel that in
the long run it is the intangible that
is responsible for much of Nevada's
charm. We call it 'climate.' Our at-
titude toward life, except under the
most urgent provocation, is relaxed,
tolerant, and mindful that if others
are allowed to go on their way un-
molested a man stands a chance of
getting through the world himself
with a minimum of irritation.

"In a troubled and complex world,
these intangibles are the assets, the
gifts, that Nevada gladly shares with
all visitors within its gates in the
same abundance that they are enjoy-
ed by our permanent residents."
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TRAVELS THE BACK ROADS

BY NELL MURBARGER

Of the myriad persons who visit Nevada each year, it is we devotees
of the back roads, I believe, who reap the richest dividends; not, perhaps,
in coin of the realm but in satisfaction, exhilaration of the spirit, and pure
unadulterated joy.

We travelers-of-the-dim trails are followers of no one pursuit. We may
call ourselves weekend explorers, amateur prospectors, treasure seekers,
cave hunters. We may be rockhounds, fossil fans, fishermen, shutter bugs,
ghost town addicts, history buffs, bird watchers, hikers, backpackers, camp-
ers. We may be rich or poor, old or young. The one characteristic we
have in common is a periodical and overpowering urge to escape the noise
and confusion of urban life and lift up our eyes to the hills and heavens.

Gracious hostess that she is, Nevada turns upon every visitor a smiling
face . . . but, to us, she crooks a beckoning finger and says, in effect,
"Come, wander with me! Come into my back country and I'll show you
my treasures. I may even tell you a few of my secrets . . . "



Sparkling streams of pure cold water, fed by snow-
fields on the higher levels, go dancing down the
canyons, cascading whitely, boiling around great
boulders, licking the roots of giant trees. Here
mountain trout flash and turn, the soft-footed
creatures of the wild come to drink, and columbine
hangs its fairy lanterns. In their descent from
mountain summit to valley, some of these snow-
born streams combine to form the wide, blue lakes
of Pyramid and Walker and the jewel-bright lakes
of the Rubies. Other streams and rivers combine
to fill the man-made reservoirs of Lakes Mead,
Mohave, Lahontan, Wild Horse, Rye Patch, each
offering good fishing and the summertime fun of

boating and swimming.

We who accept that invitation find that Nevada is
a desert state, but not the bleak, sandy waste that
term ordinarily suggests. Rather, it is a strong, hard,
mighty land, where the skeleton of the earth lies
exposed, where saw-tooth ranges rake the clouds
and canyon walls seem to tower half-way to heaven.
Lacing this highland desert from north to south
is a corrugation of mountain ranges—the White
Pines, the magnificent Rubies, the Toquimas, Toiya-
bes, Monitors, the Whites — their summits snow-
crowned, their slopes darkened with tall pines and
firs, their canyons bright with the autumn gold of

aspens.



Not all Nevada streams are privileged to
create lakes. Many disappear into the
porous ground near the mouths of their
canyons, or die in vast, white interior sinks.
Still others are channeled through irrigation
canals to thirsty valley lands where farm
crops and hayfields await their life-giving

substance.

Spanning the state's hills and valleys are
thousands of miles of road ranging down-
ward from wide, paved boulevards, to
twisting byways better suited to saddles
than to sedans. Every bend of every road
extends an invitation to see the bend be-
yond; every valley is hemmed by mountains,
every mountain has another side. Along
these roads and trails are thousands of
places waiting to be explored. Not in all
the vacation weeks of two lifetimes might
a man see every spot of interest Nevada
has to offer, every canyon and cave, every
ghost town and Indian battleground, every

deserted mine and mill.



Though thousands of cattle and sheep

roam her ranges, Nevada, fundamental-

ly, is a mining state. Tunnels and shafts

past all counting probe her mountains.

Many of her people still talk and think

in terms of ore, and every one of her

17 counties has poured forth its mil-

lions in earth-given treasure. Ore de-

pletion and economic factors have

caused many once-great mines to cease

operation and the settlements they sup-

ported have, in their turn, become

ghost towns. More than 1000 of these

deserted villages, many with pictur-

esque charm, today drowse in the Ne-

vada sun, awaiting the camera fan, the

relic hunter, the day-dreamer.
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Other delvers-into-the-past find food for dreams in the state's old Army camps, Pony Express
stations, stage stations. All these are places where history was made, where hoofs came galloping
out of the night and away, and courageous men gave their all to win and hold a frontier land.



To anyone with a feeling for days agone, every pioneer
graveyard in Nevada holds much of interest. In these
desert versions of God's Acre, beneath weathered
crosses and simple wooden slabs, sleep the nameless
dead of the Silver State's youth—the heros and harlots,
the slayer and the slain, awaiting together the Day of

Judgement.



What is more fascinating than a crumb-
ling wall discovered in some deep canyon
far from any highway or present habita-
tion Who cut these stones, and when?
Who hewed these stout timbers? Who
laid these sills, who framed these win-
dows? Questions that any thinking person
might ask . . . questions no living man

can answer.

Like her old walls, almost every deserted
cabin in Nevada has its unknown story.
Whether a miner's shack high in the
Toiyabes or the temporary abode of
some dryland homesteader, each of these
places knew its good days and bad,
laughter and tears, hope and despair.
Every empty cabin, one day, was some-

body's Home, Sweet Home.

am*.
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For visitors with more active
turn of mind, Nevada offers
amateur and championship ro-
deos, drilling contests, boat and
burro races, skiing, hunting,
fishing tournaments, horseback
riding, pack trips, mountain
climbing. There is never any
lack of something to do, some-
thing to seek, something to find.



It may be only a wheel lost in the sage where some emigrant wage . broke
down a century ago, a wind-twisted tree at timberline, an eagle's nest, or a
bit of royal blue turquoise. What we find isn't important. All that really mat-

ters is that we are privileged to seek.
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Even on those occasional trips when intrinsic re-

ward is small, we may still take home with us the

memory of a few glorious days in the desert or

mountains, a perfect sunrise or sunset, a starlighted

evening. So long as the restless breeze whispers of

secrets and treasures still lost in the purple-shadow-

ed canyons, so long as campfire smoke curls up-

ward and birds sing at dawning, we travelers of

Nevada's back roads will not go unrewarded.



'"THHOSE who hoot and holler be-
[ cause empty space on the desert

is growing slim should visit Es-
meralda County. Here a Rural Area
Development Committee, assisted by
County, State and Federal agencies,
has for several years sought financial
aid to develop its enormous poten-
tial for a recreational area, but until
such plans develop further, tourist
facilities remain at a minimum.
Hence, adventurers seeking unex-
ploited areas may still enjoy a "last
frontier."

And, an exciting one it is, with
abandoned mines, ghost towns, old
freight roads, stage coach stations,
lion hunting and fishing. Its south-
west edge, located on the fringe of
Death Valley National Monument,
encompasses some of Nevada's most
awesome scenery and its Fish Lake
Valley is currently the scene of an
enormous agricultural project where
hundreds of acres of desert land are
being cultivated for alfalfa, corn,
vegetables and permanent pasture.
North of Fish Lake lies a sump
known as Little Bryce Canyon where
fossilized bone of prehistoric animals
and marine life, petrified wood, agate
and spectacular rock formations con-
tribute to a rugged wonderland.

U. S. Highway 95 passes through
one of Esmeralda's best known ghost
towns, Goldfield. Still standing is the
famous Tex Rickard house with its
"champagne lawn." In 1907 the color-
ful fight promoter, whose influence
extended all the way to Madison
Square Garden when he handled Jack
Dempsey, built his house on a $30,000
half-acre desert lot and surrounded it
with grass which drank up $135
worth of water each month.

Goldfield's once-fabulous hotel,
mine dumps and gems fields may best
be visited and scouted by securing
one of the town's old timers as a
guide. Personnel in the County
Courthouse will furnish maps and
make arrangements.

Lambertucci Station, on the out-
skirts of Tonopah some 30 miles
north of Goldfield, has also played a
colorful role in the area's history.
Victor Lambertucci, who arrived in
N. Y. on the same boat as Marconi
in 1903, is an Italian emigrant who
left his native land in a personal re-
bellion against the Church "because
you pay, pay, pay, and get nothing,"
he says. (Now that he has amassed
a fortune he has apparently recon-
sidered and is investigating a little-
known Holy Order in Italy to which
he may will his estate).

Dressed in saggy trousers which
might have accompanied him from
Italy, Lambertucci runs a gasoline

Have you

been to

ESMERALDA

where the

mountain lion

roam?

by choraI pepper

station on his highway property
which once supported the first and
only slaughterhouse in the area. Old
delivery trucks, wagons, chopping
tables, fat reducers and other relics
of the Lambertucci Meat and Pro-
duce Company scatter across his acre-
age, reminders of the Tonopah hey-
day long ago.

Endeavoring to bring civilization
to the desert (or introduce a bit of
Italia), Lambertucci was the first
resident to build a house of stone in-
stead of frame and the first to plant
an orchard where others said no tree
would grow. His orchard soon grew
into a nursery which fostered most
of the trees now growing in Tonopah,
in addition to supplying fruit for the
Lambertucci Produce Company.

Luck eventually eluded this en-
deavor, however. Having selected his
property because it was low and re-
ceived the run-off water from the
mines, he lost $183,000 when the
mines shut down and his various en-
terprises were cut off from their wat-
er supply.

Eighty-year old Lambertucci is cur-
rently involved in a wild scheme to
bring water to his land so he can fill
the desert with trees by drilling an
800-foot tunnel through a mountain
and pressure-pumping water along a
4-inch pipeline from the old Tonopah
well. Over $50,000 is invested in his
project thus far — and a lot of scoffers
will be astonished if it works.

Responding to his lament that he
can't accomplishment as much today
as he used to, we said, "But you still
get ideas."

"I get ideas," he laughed, "but
that's about all I've got left!" Ideas,
mind you—not just memories, like
most old men.

Maybe it's the country that effects
its people this way. Ernie Koop, Es-
meralda County Department of Eco-
nomic Development representative,
thinks along similiarly enterprising
lines. A resident of Fish Lake Valley,
Ernie and his interesting wife (who
drives a school bus to accomodate the
rural schools) are former Californi-
ans who decided to pioneer a new
area. A rancher by profession, Ernie
also writes a weekly news column on
Fish Lake Valley which reads with
all the vigor of a White House report.
To such as he, Esmeralda County is
a swinging door to opportunity and
the only thing holding up progress
is a lack of people marching in.

For instance, Silver Peak, with its
movie set atmosphere and mining his-
tory dating back to 1860, has natural
hot springs which could be developed
into a mineral bath spa. Goldpoint,

(continued on page 32)
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ALL abandoned graveyards tend
to be lonely, but one on the
slopes of Winnemucca Peak is

especially so, for the people buried
here are not only of a bygone era, but
they lie in a foreign land, thousands
of miles from their homeland. Al-
though the graveyard is only a few
hundred yards from downtown Win-
nemucca, there is little to break the
stillness except for the occasional
rustle of desert breeze through the
weeds or through the remnants of the
wooden picket fence that once sur-
rounded the cemetery.

Many of the graves are now scarce-
ly discernable except for slight
mounds or depressions in the ground.
A close study of the badly weather-
beaten head markers, now largely
fragmentary, reveals that this ceme-
tery is somewhat different from most
forsaken burying grounds in the
West. The inscriptions, which are
scarcely visible, are in Chinese charac-
ters. At one time a brick altar stood
in the center of the enclosure, its
rafters blackened with smoke from
prayer papers incense, or other funer-
al offerings. The altar disappeared
a decade ago, the victim of vandals
and brick collectors.

The cemetery is the last important
relic of what was once a promising Chi-
nese settlement existing along Win-
nemucca's Baud Street, in the valley
below. The Chinese originally came
to the area to work on the first trans-
continental railroad, which reached
Winnemucca in 1868. Some remained
or returned to settle. Noted for their

thrift and industriousness, they sought
gold in the surrounding mountains,
operated cafes, and performed other
types of work. Wives and relatives
were sent for, and by 1902, there was
sufficient population and confidence
in the future that a sizable brick
joss house was erected. The com-
munity was of enough importance
that Sun Yat Sen, father of the Re-
public of China, visited it during a
journey to the United States.

The joss house crowned the crest
of a fairly steep hillock. A flight of
steps led down through a mass of
homes and stores that clustered be-
neath it. The general effect was that
of a mother hen with her chicks press-
ing against her for protection. Other
Chinatown houses, of frame and
adobe construction, sprung up across
the street, extending for two or three
blocks. As in villages of China, the
buildings were built very close to-
gether, emphasizing the tightly-knit
character of the settlement. Each
window had its wooden shutters.
Some buildings had signs with hand-
some calligraphy. Pigeons were
raised for food, and flocks of them
made themselves at home among the
buildings, adding to the picturesque
effect.

For many of Winnemucca's occi-
dental youngsters, yearly trips to
Chinatown to buy Fourth of July
fireworks were intriguing adventures.
On such occasions, prevalent tales of
secret tunnels leading to opium dens
came to mind, enlivening the visits.
Use of opium was common in such

settlements. Eventual razing of
Chinatown revealed some traces of
underground work, and earth re-
moved for use as fill elsewhere in the
city contained a wealth of tiny phials
made of thick hand-blown glass.
Some were still corked, with traces
of powder inside.

The bright prospects that led to
the building of the joss house in 1902
gradually dimmed. Cultural and eco-
nomic opportunities in San Francis-
co's Chinatown and elsewhere were
more enticing, and while Winnemuc-
ca itself continued to grow and pros-
per into a modern and progressive
city, the oriental population drifted
away. By the early 1950's Chinatown
was almost entirely deserted. Build-
ings were boarded up and forsaken.
Falling into disrepair, they constitut-
ed a fire hazard and an unwelcome
haven for vagrants and they were
consequently leveled. Finally, the
only remaining building was the for-
lorn joss house itself. With the sur-
rounding structures stripped away,
it lost much of its exotic appeal. On
March 8, 1955, despite considerable
local controversy, the city council
sent a demolition crew to destroy it.
Within a few minutes, it was reduced
to a pile of broken masonry, splinter-
ed wood, and twisted iron roofing.

The cemetery, having survived the
community it served, seems destined
to follow Chinatown into oblivion.
One corner has crumbled into a grav-
el pit which undermines it. A barbed
wire fence was recently put up to pro-
tect it, but there is little to save.
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