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.n the past year we are pleased
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area. ,
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LETTERS
FROM OUR READERS

Night Voices . . .
To the Editor: I have never read a more
beautiful story than Lauritz Muhlbach's
"Voices of the Desert Night" (Desert, Jan.
'63). It read like a musical composition.
What a depth of appreciation and expres-
sion this man has. This story should win
an award.

HELEN WHARTON MILLER
North Las Vegas

The Real Vermin . . .
To the Editor: Thank you for telling us
about the "Varmint Callers" in your Feb-
ruary issue. These people who make a
"sport" out of killing the already badly
maligned predator animals outrage me.
Why don't these human hunters use their
cunning minds in a constructive way? Sure-
ly, our society could make better use of
such brain-capacity in our struggle against
communism.

MRS. WM. M. PARKER
San Diego

A Trip To Baja . . .
To the Editor: I thoroughly enjoyed the
article by Midge Hamshaw concerning a
trip into Baja California (Jan. '63 Desert).

I found the article informative and in-
teresting. A desire to make the Baja trip
has been re-awakened. I have been con-
templating such a tour for several years.

GLEN M. JOHNSON
Piedmont, Calif.

Friendly Wildcat . . .
To the Editor: After having read the story
"Wildcat" in the November issue of DES-
ERT, I decided to write and tell you I
have a bobcat for a pet. She is 9Vi years
old, and weighs 40 pounds. She has spent
her entire life living with my husband and
me in our home: I have never put her in
a cage. She has the run of the entire house
at all times, is not destructive, is house-
broken, and has been a wonderful pet all
her life.

MRS. OSCAR THOLSON
Gillette, Wyoming
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OF HOME DELIVERY
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Stevning Citrus
California's newest, most modern citrus packing plant
is ready to serve the growers of Coachella Valley

SUNKIST UNIVERSAL S1ZER. This unique machine, first
of its kind, is capable of accurately sizing all varieties of
citrus — from limes to grapefruits.

"From Tree to Table"
A member of the largest agricultural
selling organization in the world,
SUNKIST GROWERS, Stevning Citrus
offers a complete packing and selling
organization, geared for large volume
and efficient operation. Stevning Citrus
is proud to be an integral part of the
expanding citrus industry of Coachella
Valley.

S T E V N I N G C I T R U S
85-215 AVENUE 50 COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA

Affiliated with the L. V. W. Brown Estate
of Riverside
EXpress 8-0167
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Photographed at Tri-Par Estates

Mobilife's Vacation Home Communities have won 4 McCall's Magazine Awards.
Now Mobilife makes its California debut! Right in the Palm Springs Vacationland,
a complete community built around its own 18-hole Golf Course. It will have a
$500,000 Recreation Center, a swimming pool, planned social activities. Tri-
Palm Estates is the fifth mobile home subdivision developed by Mobilife Cor-
poration. All four other communities have earned a Special Award of Excellence
from McCall's Magazine! Here is the perfect weekend, vacation home. You own
your own beautiful mobile home. You own your own property. You pay no rent.
You build your own equity. For your own holiday home adjacent to Palm Springs,
see what Tri-Palm Estates offers. (We will consider your present home in trade.)
Take the Freeway (U. S. 60, 70, 99) to either Ramon Road or Kubic Road
interchange at Palm Springs; or drive out Ramon Road from downtown Palm Springs.

•fkjr f\ " o T T T T71 XT' O f\ TD ^ other communities in Bradenton, Ellen-
1V1 V / D l i J l I £ j U U MX IT. ton and Sarasota, Fla.; and Tucson, Ariz.
Los Angeles: 3341 Wilshire Blvd., 382-1271/Palm Springs: P.O.Box2686, EX0-2101
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Coachella Valley
DESERT, now in its 26th year of bringing the

wonders of the arid Southwest to the world, turns
its attention this month to California's Coachella
Valley—which happens to be our home address.

To old and new readers alike we bid welcome
to these pages. The former number 108,000 persons
(if you allow us to conservatively estimate that three
people are exposed to each issue sold) ; this month
the latter will number 56,088 (using the same form-
ula) . Why so many "new" readers? Because sample
copies of this issue are being mailed to all postal
patrons in Coachella Valley—18,696 families from
Palm Springs to the Salton Sea.

You may or may not like what is taking place in
remarkable fashion in this desert bowl, but no one
can ignore it. This is a boom area—and the big
businesses are tourism and agriculture, both nurtured
by magnificent winter sunshine. It was only a matter
of time before the American tide would lap over into
this vacant corner—and that exact time is upon us.
According to Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce
estimates, the combined population of Riverside, San
Bernardino, Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego
counties is about 9Vi million. This five-county com-
plex surrounding Coachella Valley has a total popu-
lation that exceeds the individual nose-counts of 44
of the 50 states. Indeed, the 15 smallest states (popu-
lation wise) could combine their 1960 census reports
and still be smaller than the five counties that border
the Valley.

Our purpose this month is to hold a mirror to the
Coachella Valley as it is today (an amazing blending
of Babylonian glamor and Arabian agriculture in a
Palestinian setting) and how it got that way. We are
indebted to the writers and to photographer Dennis
Holmes, whose combined talents give this presen-
tation whatever value it may have for you.

Twenty-six years ago, the Desert Southwest was
99Vi percent magnificent, uncluttered land. To our
faithful long-time readers who may wish it had never
changed, we hasten to point out that "progress" has
only dissolved a few of the above-mentioned percent-
age points. Next Month, DESERT will take you, via
the special issue route, to Southern Utah where the
frontier is all but unconquerable.

EUGENE L. CONROTTO

editor 8c publisher

This Month's Cover
Photographer Dennis Holmes, whose color plates also

appear on pages 35 and 42, took the cover photo from the
front yard of a home in La Quinta, a quiet desert cove in
the foothills of the Santa Rosa Mountains. La Quinta is one
of Coachella Valley's "older" communities, having been
founded in 1933.

Desert Detours 6
by OREN ARNOLD. Profound and not-so-profound observa-
tions on the March '63 state of the desert.

Geological Evolution of the Salton Trough . . 12
By FRANK POPENOE. How the Coachella Valley has changed
from ocean to grassland to desert.

" . . . A n d S o W e B u i l t t h e R a c q u e t C l u b " . . . 1 8
By CHARLES FARRELL. A famous actor recounts how he solved
the 1931 tennis court shortage in Palm Springs.

Water for a Thirsty Desert 23
By PHILIP AULT. Answers to how an "ar id" valley nurtures
golf courses, date groves and people.

A Guide to Coachella Valley 28
By CHARLES E. SHELTON The most comprehensive, up-to-date
guide ever published on this dynamic area.

Keeping the Desert Beautiful 37
By MRS. CLIFFORD HENDERSON. A volunteer organization's
efforts to maintain the desert's beauty as the human invasion
begins.

T h e D e s e r t T h a t T a u g h t M e t o P a i n t . . . . 3 8
By JOHN HILTON. A well-known artist writes about his early
artistic endeavors in the post-depression Coachella Valley.

Rehearsal for Retirement 42
By HARRISON M. KARR. The author of "Retire to Adventure"
presents sage advice to about-to-retire folks who are looking
desertward.

An Unexpected Commission 46
By PAUL POPENOE. Known to millions throughout the world
as a family relations expert, the author recounts the ex-
periences of an earlier role: date palm importer to the
Coachella Valley.

Indio Bids for a Nubian Temple 50
By DOROTHY WATSON. Waters backed-up by the Aswan
Dam will bury the Temple Derr—unless it is moved—preferably
to Indio.

Salton Sea Fishing Guide 54
By V. LEE OERTLE. The complete story—how, where, when
and what—of fishing the below-sea-level Salton.

C a t h e d r a l C i t y W a n t s a N a m e C h a n g e . . . 6 7
And Harry Oliver has a startling solution.

Wheeler's Special Desert Letter 69
By GEORGE WHEELER. The Coachella Valley business expert
presents the latest trends.

Highfalutin Desert Garb 72
By SIDNEY PHILLIPS. Strange things happen to people's clothes
when they drop-in for a little sunshine.

Departments
Letters to the Editor 3
New Ideas for Desert Living 8
New and Interesting Southwest Books 74
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"Come ye yourselves apart into a deser*
place, and rest a while." Mark 6:3^

Been reading the Good Book—a habit to be recommended.
One passage says that "In the morning, a great while before
day, he rose up and went out, and departed into a desert place,
and there he prayed."

Seems as if the Master, more often than not, went into a
"desert place" to meditate and pray, alone. We sophisticated
moderns tend to do all our praying in church, or at least in
groups. Are we afraid to be alone? Actually we never are—
if we have the perception, the understanding. Slip out some
morning "a great while before day" and commune with God.
Into a desert place.

• • •
For "desert places" no region beats Coachella Valley; and

yet, paradoxically, here too is much of our most fertile, most
productive land.

• • •
One grand fact about the rest of 1963: we don't have to

put up with a plague of politicians proclaiming their perspi-
cacity, as we did last year. But look out for 1964! I'm plan-
ning to spend all of that year out there in very RFD Indio,
writing a book on "How To Enjoy Date Malted Milks While
Avoiding Raucous Noises."

• • •
I have an inside-the-home report from Desert Dan

Dunkin of super-suburban Mecca, Calif.: "My wife says
when she's tired it's a vitamin deficiency. When I'm
tired, it's just laziness."

• • •
In Coachella Valley, March is a magnificence. Winter's

chill is receding, but Nature is gathering her strength to gen-
erate heat. Takes her about three months to get revved up,
but after that—broth-er! "I ain't afraid of the Hereafter,"
declares Old Man Bane, who is none too righteous. "I've
lived 60 summers under the sun in the Orocopia Mountains."

• • •
Back in Autumn I asked about desert songs, and somebody

chided me for not liking Romberg's great "Desert Song." Well
shucks, I had plumb forgot that one. I do like it. Now let's
have some equally good new ones, you geniuses in music.
But don't bother sending me any more copies of I've Got A
Date In Dateland or of Call Me your Coachella Cutie. They
aren't quite the type I had in mind.

• • •
"// you love the desert as I do," writes W. A. Snell from

Del Mar, Calif., "just sit and listen. You will hear the song
of the desert even if there is nothing but total silence."

I know what you mean, sir. I've just experienced it, out
on a hill beyond Thousand Palms.

• • •
City boy, at end of first day in a resort hotel at Palm

Springs: "Look, Mom, the fun's going down!"
• • Ik-

Fellow named Eisenhower often comes out to the Coachella
country to hit at two balls with a club. Often he misses both,
but the citizens tactfully don't smile. More often he hits the
big ball first, which is equally frustrating; he is supposed to
knock the little ball off the big ball in a predetermined hori-
zontal component which results in intensified gratification.

But as I said, it's like running the government; a man often

hits the wrong ball or misses entirely. Still, if he's sincere,
he usually ends up with a good score.

• • *
Teacher over in Thermal told little Sammy to bring

his birth certificate to school, but he didn't. Said he,
"I'm sorry I forgot my excuse for being born."

(Some of us have no excuse, son! But each man is
given opportunity to develop his own.)

• * •
Select a shady spot about half way up that highly pictur-

esque hill between Palm Desert and Hemet. Straighten out
two old wire coat hangers, twist them together, turn up one
end for a handle, spear on pieces of lamb, beef, pork, a small
onion or two, a small tomato or two, a few olives, and roast
all of it over hot coals while a pot of Coachella coffee cooks
and some biscuits bake in a dutch oven.

Then shake me awake and hand me my tin plate, cup and
spoon.

• • •
I asked Old Uncle Sam Tate, who lives alone on the

alkali flats west of Thermal, what he'd do if he had all
the money in the world. "I'd pay all my debts," said he.
Then added, wistfully, "as far as it'd go."

• • •
Seems a huge whale got into the Coachella Canal last sum-

mer—never mind how. Boating boffs on the Salton Sea saw
it (after seven hours in the heat, when almost anything can
be seen.) The happy whale was spouting. Boiling water, of
course. The government, accustomed to being in hot water, is
investigating.

• • •
Coming up 99 from Mexicali, Adel and I picked up a

Mexican mama and papa, and cute little daughter nicknamed
Chata, which means pug nose. Mama and papa spoke no
English, but they smiled in at least 19 different languages.
Chata, age 10, spoke no English either, but she sang some
perfectly wonderful American words for us:

"How beau-te-fool for gay-shus skiss

A-boff the foot-ed—flut-ed—fruit-ed plain . . . "

Her eyes were huge and brown, and eager to please. Adele
taught her one more English-words song:

"Je-suss loffs me, thees 1 know

Be-causs the Bi-bell tells me so . . . "
• • •

Coachella Valley is a great resort region, but not all
the dude guests there are righteous. The Good Guys
wake up at dawn and say, "Good morning, Lord." The
Bad Guys wake up at dawn and say, "Good Lord!
Morning!"

• • •
My ears always pop as I drop down from the smog-ridden

world behind me, when approaching Indio. It's a radical
change, to a region of gray-tan sand, of hills half lost in
mystic haze. It is not always "scenic," not truly beautiful
there. Why, then, do I love it? What strange quality invaria-
bly restores inner peace? I can't answer. Perhaps I simply
belong. And so for that I am grateful. / / /

"If the kid wants a sandpile, make him a sandpile!"
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BABIN REALTY CO.
^desert hot spring*

Building Desert Hot Springs Since 1947

D e s i g n e r s a n d D e v e l o p e r s o f . . . .

Desert Hot Springs Highlands
The Ultimate Desert Location For Home or Income

NOWHERE . . . BUT NOWHERE

Can you equal livinS in DESERT HOT SPRINGS HIGHLANDS

AND . . . at a price you can afford

Here's £ I ̂  Crtrt Will Here's £ | £ 7 C n Will

What J I - W W Buy What * l b , / M > Buy
2 Bedroom, Tile Bath, over 1000 sq. ft. Built-in 2 Bedroom, 2 Tile Baths, 2-Car Garage, Cover-
Oven and Range, Garbage Disposal, Desert Air- ed Patio, Built-ins, Refrigerated Air Condition-
Conditioning, ing.

Both on gorgeous, high view lots with swimming in the famous Highland Pools for as little
as 17c a day for qualified property owners . . . .

— OR —

Buy your choice building site with wide paved streets, concrete curbs, city water, natural
gas . . . and . . . out of the sand area.

and Now I I
W e v e r y p r o u d l y p r e s e n t . . .

DESERT CREST
The finest mobilhome community . . . and you own your own lot !!!

The only mobilhome development with all these features:—

Club House Area • 22,000 sq. ft. under roof • NATURAL HOT MINERAL WATER from our
Theater Auditorium • Loafing Center • Complete own deep wells supplying indoor, hot therapeutic
Community Kitchen • Billiard Room • Card pool • 2 outdoor hot pools • Giant warm swim-
Room • Hobby Shop • Arts and Crafts center • ming pool •

WHY RENT • BUY for $33.00 Mo. 2 Saunas (dry heat rooms) • Gymnasium • Locker
rooms.

Wide paved streets, underground utilities, including TV cable — tricky 3-par golf course, championship
shuffleboard courts.

Write for Free Brochures on these fine developments

BABIN REALTY CO.
Dept. D, P. O. Box 758 Palm Drive at Pierson

Desert Hot Springs, Calif. Phone 329-2781

March, 1963 / Desert Magazine / 7



Outstanding

For DESERT
. . . the most

dependable, trouble - free
watch sold today in

• COACHELLA VALLEY •

ETERNn-.VMnTIC
THIN. . .

ELEGANT...
NEW...

TIME AND DATE
AT A GLANCE

AUTOMATICALLY

• WINDS ITSELF RELIABLY ON A BALL-
BEARING • FULLY PROTECTED FROM DAM-
AGE DUE TO WATER, CONDENSATION OR
PERSPIRATION BY SPLENDIDLY MADE CASE.

Sold exclusively in
• COACHELLA VALLEY •

J. A. Phillips
jeweler

PALM DESERT MARKET BUILDING

P a l m D e s e r t , C a l i f .

NEW IDEAS for DESERT LIVING
By DAN LEE

•

Built-in S i n k -
It finally happened. An idea that many

campers have suggested has been developed.
It's the cleverest idea in portable water
containers I've found. The Middy Basin
Tank is a five-gallon plastic water tank,
shaped roughly like a cube. The difference
is in the novel recessed top—shaped into
a roomy sink, complete with hand-operated
water pump and sink drain. The basin itself
is Ilx8x6-inches, while tank dimensions are
15'/i x 12 x 9 V2 -inches. A carrying-strap
makes handling the Middy Basin Tank con-
venient. Price not announced. This unit
combines very practical features for camp-
ing. The buyer gets a water container and
wash basin rolled-into one package. The
pump eliminates pouring and potential
wastage of water. It's compact, and the
cube-shape won't tip over as easily as the
common jerry can. Contact: Middy Basin
Tank, Plastic Products Corp., 1265 Mercer
Street, Seattle, Wash.

Compact Portable Camp Chair—
Want a camp chair that weighs only 24

ounces and folds down so small it can be
carried in a glove box? They call it the

Pocket Seat, and the name fits. It features
a metal frame, covered with durable can-
vas. Unfolds in five seconds. The price
is only $2.98. Looks like a handy item for
the golf course, parades, and fishing. This
item is imported from England. For details,
write to Pocket Seat, Levine and Moers
Enterprises, 20441 James Couzens, De-
troit 35, Michigan.

Alcohol Stove Has New Features—
Called the Cook-Pal, a new alcohol stove

features a patented burner. The flame is
regulated from low heat to high intense
flame merely by sliding the control knobs
at the front of the stove. Once the intensity
is set, the flame remains unchanged with-
out pumping or pressure. Folding wind-
shields attached to the stove add further
safety. The burners are fast-lighting and
clean burning. Dimensions of the Cook-Pal
are 18xl0x3]/2-inches. Total weight is 12
pounds. The maker claims an operating
cost of one-fifth that of a propane stove
by using denatured alcohol as fuel. If you
like a non-pressurized stove, this may be
the answer. Price not announced. From
Gloy's Import Company, Inc., 11 Addison
Street, Larchmont, N. Y.

Rugged Trail Bike—
For those who want an American trail

bike that's as rugged as a motorcycle, the
new Harley-Davidson may be the right
choice. This new machine is called the Scat
Trail Model. Powered by a 10-horse, air-
cooled, two-cycle engine, the Scat has a
final drive ratio as low as 42.3 to 1, which
means climbing ability to spare. Suspen-
sion is soft yet firm, and the bike can be
ridden on either street or trail with no
modification. Legal equipment is included
with the purchase for street use. It has
a three-speed foot-operated transmission.
Total weight is 220 pounds—a bit heavier

(continued on page 10)
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DOUBLE
YOUR FUN
WITH THE
HONDA
TRAIL
"55"!

If you want to double your pleasure in fishing, camping,
hunting or exploring, add a HONDA (or two) to your
equipment. With the all-new HONDA TRAIL "55" on your
camper or station wagon, you'll find that the best fun—
and the best fishing and hunting—begins where the road
ends. You'll go places and see country you couldn't reach
before, even in a jeep. No other trail machine can match
the economy and superb performance of the amazing
HONDA TRAIL "55!' Or the popularity. HONDA outsells
all other makes by a country mile.

only*275 plus destination
and setup charge

The HONDA TRAIL " 5 5 " is a wonder of lightweight
power, agility and ease of riding. Its 5 full horsepower,
increased torque for greater climbing ability, and 70 to 1
low gear ratio will take you and 250 lbs. of payload up 45
degree slopes and across country that would discourage
a mountain goat, yet the HONDA itself weighs just 121 lbs.

Before the outdoor season gets a day older, test ride a
TRAIL "55" at one of the more than 800 HONDA dealers.
For your nearest dealer, call Western Union by number
and ask for Operator 25.

World's Largest Motorcycle Manufacturer
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC., P.O. BOX 19-488, LOS ANGELES, CALIF

COPYRIGHT 1963 AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.



Chest of the Stars—exquisitely hand crafted
in Mexico for those who appreciate classic
beauty and styling that cannot be timed by
a calendar. Four door deep moulded relief
detail, an exact reproduction of a 16th cen-
tury Spanish chest, mellowed with a deep
dark wax. 70"x21" by 20" high. Delivered
for $399.00. This and other fine decorator
pieces may be seen at DESERT Magazine
Art Gallery. For Catalog mail 25c to:
MUEBLES DE MEXICO, Box 892, Rancho
Santa Fe, California.

Saster VACATION

WEEK... Sat., April 6 through Sun., April 14.
Via n i I I

l ^ A ^ I I ™ from Mexicali to Chihuahua
City, through spectacular mountain scenery
and past the 7000-foot-deep sister of our
Grand Canyon. Return via El Paso, Carlsbad
Caverns, Albuquerque and the Grand Canyon
in Arizona. This trip will include a visit to the
old silver mining town of Alamos, but will not
stop at Guaymas.

ROAMIXG TOURS
Dept. D 2800 University Ave.

San Diego 4, Calif. CYpress 5-2373

>^<^>c^-."x>.^>

APACHE LAND

BEAUTIFUL
SCENERY
FISHING

HUNTING
FREE

CAMP GROUNDS
MODERN CABINS

a Vacation hand

to Remember

The White Mountain Apache Indians welcome you
Come and enjoy the wonderful mountain climate,
the beautiful primitive scenery, clear, cold streams
and the best trout fishing in the Southwest.

FOR INFORMATION AND MAPS, WRITE

WHITE MOUNTAIN
RECREATION ENTERPRISE

P.O. BOX 218
WHITERIVfiR, ARIZONA

ssfl

NEW IDEAS
(continued from page 8)

than normal trail bikes, but also a bit
more rugged with more available climbing
power. I've looked the Scat over carefully.
It's a quality item backed by a solid repu-
tation. Dimensions are 81 inches long, 40
inches high (to handles) and 30Vi inches
wide at handlebars. Ground clearance is
4'/2 inches. Price not announced. Infor-
mation is available at any Harley-Davidson
dealer, or write the factory: Harley-David-
son Motor Co., Milwaukee, Wis.

Electric Heat Tape—
The High Desert can and does get cold.

The annoying problem of frozen water
pipes will occasionally face the home owner
in these areas. One way to combat the
frost is with electric Heater Tape, sold in
convenient rolls in 4-to-80 foot lengths.
Current requirements are low and econo-
mical. Heater Tape draws 6 watts per foot
of length on 120 volt service. Wound
around pipes, it'll protect lines from freez-
ing down to 58 degrees below zero. The
Heater Tape is simply taped against the
pipes and plugged in. It's safe to handle
and your problem with freezing is over.
For prices write: Heater Tape, Smith-Gates
Corporation, Farmington, Conn.

Portable Fan with Gas Engine—
Complete with its tiny %-horsepower

air-cooled engine, the new Stubby powered
air fan weighs only 11 pounds. The 12-
inch fan blades rotate inside a drum-shap-
ed housing protected by screen-guards on
both sides. Airstream is rated at 50 miles
an hour. Useful for variety of jobs, from
clearing smoke and fumes out of buildings,
to mist-spraying and portable cooling.
Carrying handles are built into the case.
Priced at $150, from Controlled Airstreams,
Inc., 1734 El Segundo Blvd., Gardena,
Calif. / / /

COLORADO. RIVER

BOAT TRIPS

This season explore with the Folks who
pioneered boating in Glen Canyon. Visit
upper reaches of canyons never before seen.

Enjoy and photograph spectacular scenery
from boats approved by U. S. Park Service
and U. S. Coast Guard.

Rainbow Bridge, feature of all trips,
now a much shorter hike.

Have fun hiking, swimming, fishing, camping.
Enjoy congenial companionship, and scenic
grandeur on one of our regular 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
or 7 day trips. Also special charter.

Paved road to our lodge where you leave
your car and return to it.

Landing strip. Cabins, trailer space. Restaurant,
gas, oil, boat moorings, bait, etc.

For more details, reservations, write:
ART GREENE

CANYON TOURS INC.
WAHWEAP LODGE

P.O.BOX 1356
PAGE, ARIZONA
First Concessionaires for new Glen Canyon

Recreation Area, Lake Powell

MAKE BEAUTIFUL GEMS NOW! Learn about
this fascinating hobby in new booklet, "SO
YOU WANT TO CUT GEMSTONES" and In-
formative Catalog — a $1.50 value for only
25c in coin or stamps.

Send along with name and address to:

Lapidary Eng. Corp.

Redlonds D, Calif.y. 99
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house like an oven?

..Cal.G.C.&S.Co.G.C.

turn it into Spring!

Get Gas Air Conditioning! How much? Mail coupon.

Sick of hot, smoggy, miserable summer heat? Want the

cool, fresh, clean comfort of Spring? It's yours—365 days

a year when you own Gas air conditioning. (The finest

you can buy.) How much does it cost? That depends on

the size, shape, etc., of your home. Therefore: If you'll

mail us this coupon, we'll mail you a free estimate (based

on your actual floor plan) of installing Gas air condition-

ing. Easy? You bet. Any charge or obligation? Absolutely

not. Better mail the coupon today. It's getting hotter.

Gas Air Conditioning
c/o Southern California Gas Company
P.O. Box 3249 Terminal Annex
Los Angeles 54, California
Yes!...I trnni a free estimate, llnrri/!

NAME.

ADDRESS.

CITY. STATE

The Quiet Air of Quality is Gas Air Conditioning

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 4 SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANIES
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1,000,000 B.C.—After the San Andreas fault
(vertical black line) created the Sal ton Trough,
it was covered by a layer of coarse conglomer-
ate. Following this, perhaps a million or so
years ago, warm tropical waters of the Gulf of
California gradually inundated the trough, even-
tually reaching the present site of Banning.
Shales, clays, and sandstones, now containing
fossil remains of oysters and other marine life,
were deposited at this time.

500,000 B.C.—During middle Pleistocene time
gulf waters gradually receded as sedimentary
deposits filled the trough. Sediments were now
deposited on land, and horses and camels
grazed on the grasslands that existed then.
Pinyon pine and Juniper probably mantled the
surrounding ridges, which at this time were
low enough to allow passage of rain clouds
from the Pacific.

ft

TODAY—The San Andreas and associated faults,
after being dormant during the first periods of
deposition, then began renewed movement in
later Pleistocene time. The surrounding moun-
tains were uplifted at this time, creating a geo-
graphic barrier which prevents moist Pacific
breezes from reaching the Coachella Valley.
The Indio and Mecca Hills were formed during
this period of mountain building, which con-
tinues even today as demonstrated by inter-
mittent earthquake activity along the fault
(heavy black line).

Coachella Valley
GEOLOGICAL
EVOLUTION: Ocean to Grassland to Desert

By FRANK POPENOE

ASUDDEN jar savagely shook the
earth. The grass-covered ground
along one side of the verdant

valley buckled and heaved, sending
clouds of dust into the air. A small
herd of grazing camels bolted, and
several rodents scuttled for the sanc-
tuary of their burrows, only to find
them gone, the ground broken as
though a giant plow had furrowed the
earth.

The scene? The Coachella-Imper-
ial valleys, collectively called the Sal-
ton Trough. Time? Approximately
the middle of the Pleistocene Ice-Age,

about 500,000 years ago. The cause
for sudden alarm (and also the key
to unravelling the geologic evolution
of the trough) ? The 100,000,000-year-
old San Andreas fault, which slices
through the trough, awakening sud-
denly from a long period of quiescent
slumber.

To understand the evolution of
the Salton Trough, and the reason
for the change from a once-verdant
pastureland to the present sun-baked
mecca for winter visitors, we must
understand something of the history
and mechanics of the San Andreas
fault—the dynamic force behind these
scenery changes.

This fault is a gigantic fracture in
the 25-mile thickness of the earth's

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Frank Popenoe (nephew of Paul Po|*ioe, whose article appears
on page 46) received his M.A. in geology at UCLA, during which time he spent some
months in the Coachella Valley doing geological mapping in the Indio Hills. "1 then
returned to Los Angeles," he writes, "rediscovered smog, and took the next bus back to
the desert." At present he is associated with the College of the Desert at Palm Desert
as instructor in geology.

crust. It can be traced from the
Mexican border, through the Salton
Trough, San Gorgonio Pass, and
thence northward through coastal
California to a point 100 miles be-
yond San Francisco where it slices
seaward into a complex zone of frac-
tures in the sea floor.

Movement of the ground along
each side of the fault is predomi-
nantly horizontal in direction. This
is unlike most faults, such as the
one which has formed the precipitous
eastern face of the Sierra Nevada,
where earth movements have been
largely vertical. Studies of horizontal
rock displacements along the San An-
dreas fault indicate that the west, or
coastal part of the fault, has moved
northward relative to the ground
across the fault to the east. Although
this northward drift along the course
of the fault averages only about two
inches a year, Nature is patient and
content to see the inches grow over
the ages into miles. Indeed, some geo-
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Golfers pause during game to discuss features of
new GOLF CLUB ESTATES, near the 18-hole Palm
Springs Golf Course, with builder Bob Alexander

beginning at $19,950...$995 down

Visit the model, furnished by Arthur Etrod,

and check these features:

• 1456 sq. ft. plus enclosed 2-car garage

• Hand-split shake or shingle roofs

• Rheem air-conditioning, forced air heat

• All utilities underground

• Full insulation, complete carpeting

• Range, oven, garbage disposal, ceramic tile

• TV cable available

• 10,000 sq. ft. lots minimum—completely fenced

• In Palm Springs' wind-free south end, off High-
way 111

• Driveways, curbs, sidewalks and huge bedrooms,
living and family room... lots of closets, service
porch, breezeway...

• All set in a stunning new neighborhood a few
minutes drive by golf-cart to beautiful greens
and fairways of Palm Springs Golf Course.
Close to downtown shops, restaurants, theatres;
near schools and churches.

ALEXANDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
.. . creator of fine communities
63890 San Rafael Drive
Palm Springs, California
Telephone: 328-4770
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THE SAN ANDREAS FAULT TRACES AN ARROW STRAIGHT PATH THROUGH THE IND1O HILLS. MT. SAN GORGONIO IS HIGH-POINT ON SKYLINE.

logists suggest that the total drift
along the fault over millions of years
may be as much as 350 miles!

Until only recently, geologists be-
lieved that the Gulf of California was
a depressed trough. However, recent
geologic studies indicate that the
floor of the gulf is formed of dense
basaltic rocks which typically under-
lie ocean basins. In contrast, lighter
"granitic" rocks form continental
land masses. Rocks of this latter type
would underlie the gulf area had it
subsided from the land mass that is
now Mexico.

In looking for an answer to the geo-
logical puzzle thus presented, two
facts stand out in striking detail.
First, the San Andreas fault can be
traced southward from the Mexican
border through the gulf and out into
the Pacific Ocean west of the coast
of Mexico. Secondly, 250 miles south-
east of the tip of Baja California, in
the state of Jalisco, Mexico, the north-
west - trending coastline t a k e s an
abrupt turn westward, forming a cur-
ving 100-mile shoreline. This embay-
ment very closely resembles the pro-
file of the tip of Baja California.

In combination, these two facts
suggest an imaginative theory of ori-
gin for the gulf that is difficult to
ignore. That is, over the past 100,-
000,000 years—beginning about the
heyday of dinosaur life on earth—the
peninsula of Baja California has
slowly drifted northwestward along
the San Andreas fault, being separa-
ted from its original position 250
miles to the southeast along the Mexi-
can mainland.

Thus, over the unrelenting eons of
time, the basic "bedrock" structure of
the Salton Trough evolved—a narrow
elongate valley, extending inland
from the Gulf of California and bor-
dered by granitic mountain ridges.

To decipher the relatively more
recent geologic past, however, we
must turn to the record contained
within the sedimentary rocks. It is
here, especially from entombed fossil
life we find, that the detailed history
of the local region is deciphered.

Sedimentary strata in the area are
much younger than the origin of the
trough, the oldest sediments being
somewhat less than several million
years in age. The relative youthful-

ness of these rocks is why local rock-
hounds, of which there are a surpris-
ingly large number, must travel to the
Mojave Desert and elsewhere in search
of prized specimens. In these areas,
most of the rocks are far older and
many have experienced extended
periods of mineralization during
which many of the coveted minerals
were deposited.

The sedimentary record in the Sal-
ton Trough is dramatically exposed in
four areas. In these localities, the
oldest strata have been squeezed up-
ward by the San Andreas fault from
the hidden depths where they had
been deeply buried by younger layers
of rocks.

The largest exposure is displayed
in the Anza-Borrego desert area.
Here, the Elsinore and San Jacinto
faults, main branches of the San An-
dreas, have churned the area into a
region of uplifted strata which subse-
quent erosion has turned into color-
ful badland terrain. Along the oppo-
site side of the trough, sedimentary
rocks are exceptionally well-exposed
in the Mecca and Indio Hills, and
also through the San Gorgonio Pass.
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Chapter I of the story of the rela-
tively recent geologic past begins sev-
eral million years ago during the
Pliocene epoch, when horses and
camels, ancestors of present-day vari-
eties, roamed the California land-
scape. The Salton Trough at this
time began to receive coarse rock
debris eroded from the bordering
mountain areas. In what is now the
southwest Imperial Valley, more than
a half-mile of this coarse basal con-
glomerate, called the Split Mountain
formation, was deposited on the rocky
bottom of the fault-formed basin.

In this same area, following this
initial episode, large branch faults,
that later would deform mile-thick
layers of sedimentary strata, served as
fissures which tapped deep-seated
chambers of molten rock. Finding
release along these faults from the
tremendous pressures of overlying
masses of rocks, this molten magma
poured forth, covering areas of the
older sediments with lava up to
depths of 700 feet, and contributed
Chapter II to our story.

While this intermittent pyrotechnic
display was occurring in the south-
western area, a thousand feet of
coarse granitic and metamorphic rock
debris, now called the Mecca con-
glomerate, was being deposited in the
subsiding trough at the base of the
foothills to the northeast.

Chapter III presents an altogether
different picture. During later Plio-
cene time, warm tropical waters of
the Gulf of California gradually in-
vaded the trough, reaching, eventu-
ally the site of present-day Banning
in the San Gorgonio Pass. Banning
is at an elevation of 2500 feet, and
waters of the gulf today are over 125
miles distant!

From the character of the marine
fossil life preserved in rocks of this
chapter, we are able to determine
that the water was fairly shallow, per-
haps 500-600 feet in depth. In sev-
eral areas, extensive oyster reefs de-
veloped, remains of which are seen
today in beds of fossil oysters.

A f t e r perhaps several hundred-
thousand years, the gulf waters grad-
ually receded, leaving their record
of passing in nearly 4000 feet of dis-
tinctive yellowish shales, clays, and
sandstones that form the Imperial
formation.

History continued, without inter-
ruption into middle-Pleistocene time.
Next was written Chapter IV, con-
taining the record of more than a
mile of land-laid sedimentary de-
posits, called the Palm Springs for-
mation. It is toward the end of this
chapter, recorded in the strata of the

LOANS LOANS LOANS
We Have a Loan Tailored to Your Need

WE LEND ON
• Vacant Lots • Prime Units • Acreage
• Buildings to be Moved • Older Properties
• Industrial Areas • Trust Deeds

• Real Estate to Consolidate Debts •

ESCROWS INSURANCE
Sale • Loan • Business | FULL COVERAGE

PEARSON, SCOTT & CO.
* In HEMET. Call Jerry Richardson, Phone 658-7267

* In INDIO, Call Pat Radice or Chef Simpson, Ph. Dl 7-2384

* In PALM DESERT. Call Ben Arnold, Phone Fireside 6-81 I I

* In PALM SPRINGS, Call Deane Tummel, Phone 325-5027

* In BANNING. Call George Wolfe, Victor 9-4088

PEARSON MORTGAGE CO.

NOTHING LIKE I T -
for Economy, Dependability, Performance

SAVES WHEN YOU BUY-Deliv-
ers with WSW Tires, Heater and
Defroster, Vinyl Upholstery, Ind.
Torsion-Bar Suspension, 4-speed
Transmission, BIG 6' x 4'8" bed, up
to 2000 lb. payload plus a 12 months-
12,000 mile factory warranty.

SAVES WHEN YOU DRIVE-Up
to 31 mpg, rugged low maintenance
design, standard S.A.E. parts and
reasonably priced-example: Coil-
$5.90, Points-$1.30, Clutch (disc)-
$14.50. Parts Immediately available
from large factory depots.

'1,596'63
DATSUN

I del.
plus local freight, if any

Write (or literature and dealer mmc :

NISSAN MOTOR CORP. IN U.S.A., OEPT. 3DM
137 E. * londr i Blvd . Garden*. Cl l l f .

Send Information on the DATSUN PICKUP.

Name _ _ _ _ _ ^ ^ _

Address .

CUy_ _Sta le .
OATSUN DEALER FRANCHISES are available in some a r m .

Write lor details.
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says:
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE

Whether it's a lovely desert home
designed for "gracious living,"
or a land investment designed
for "return," we can fill
your need.

For example we
have homes that
can be purchased <sz

from $15,000 to
$150,000. Some
are located on the fairways of
America's finest country clubs.

Investment opportunities are un-
limited. Do you want long-term
capital gains, income with de-
preciation "shelter," or property
that offers income plus your own
living? What ever your invest-
ment plan, we would like
to counsel with you
and prescribe the
most advantageous
program.

Write or call
Holiday Realty
Corporation today and we will
be glad to answer any questions
or send any material you request.
All without obligation, of course.

HOLIDAY
realty corporation

DICK COFFIN, President

73471 Highway 111
Pilm Desert, California
Phone Fireside 64168

FOSSIl SHELLS BY THE THOUSANDS CAN BE FOUND ALONG SHORELINES LEFT BY ANCIENT LAKE
CAHUILLA WHICH EXISTED AS LATE AS FOUR OR FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. THE UNTAMED
COLORADO RIVER BROKE INTO THE BELOW-SEA-LEVEL SALTON TROUGH SEVERAL TIMES DURING
THE LAST SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS. THE LAST TIME IT DID-IN 1905-THE SALTON SEA WAS
FORMED LAKE CAHUILLA'S SHEILS-'XONCHILLA" IN SPANISH-GAVE THE VALLEY ITS NAME.

last 2500 feet of sedimentary beds,
that the fascinating story of Pleisto-
cene animal life in the valley is told.
For from numerous localities in the
Anza-Borrego desert, and from several
in the Indio and Mecca hills, diligent
and time-consuming search by verte-
brate paleontologists of the Los An-
geles County Museum has recovered
a rich fauna of land mammals and
birds of middle-Pleistocene age.

Included in this collection from
500,000 years ago are the fossil re-
mains of horses, camels, deer, pocket
gophers, tapirs, turtles, and birds of
several species. Because many of the
fossils found in the sedimentary rocks
of the Palm Springs formation are the
remains of grazing animals, it can
be seen that the now arid valley must
have been covered by prairie grass-
lands at this earlier time. Pinyon
pine and juniper probably mantled
the now-barren ridges that border the
trough. These mountains must have
been at a much lower altitude than
at present in order to allow passage
of the moist Pacific Ocean breezes
that kept the grasses and other vege-
tation flourishing.

Marine fossils found here and
there throughout the last 2500
"pages" of Chapter IV show that
from time to time, waters of the gulf
slowly advanced, inundating exten-
sive areas of grazing land. Later, as
these waters receded, they left a
varied record of shallow-water mar-
ine life in their passing. Thus, an-
cient shorelines of the gulf can be
identified in some of the exposed
strata.

Chapter IV ends abrupty as a loud
rumble and an earth-shaking shudder
opens Chapter V; the mighty San An-

dreas fault, after slumbering through
the first four chapters, has awakened,
eager to resume its rightful place as
lead character in our geological
drama.

During this chapter, rock slippage
along the fault, driven by renewed
forces deep within the earth, occur-
red with quickening pace, and the
rumble of earthquakes was heard
with greater and greater frequency.
Sedimentary strata in various areas
of the trough were slowly squeezed
upward along the major faults, form-
ing low hills that may have reached
an elevation of 1000 feet. The em-
bryonic Indio and Mecca hills were
formed at this time.

But of greater eventual signifi-
cance to future animal life in the
trough, the bordering ridges began to
rise to higher levels along the bound-
ing faults. The low hills which now
at much greater elevation form the
Santa Rosa - San Jacinto - San Gor-
gonio chain, rose higher and higher
with each shuddering earthquake. It
was the elevation of the mountains
that formed the geographic barrier
between the Salton Trough and the
coastal areas, preventing the cool
ocean breezes from reaching the val-
ley area. Thus was created the des-
ert. With the gradual change to a
more arid climate, grazing animals
such as horses and camels moved out
of the trough area to greener pastures.

At length, later in the Pleistocene
epoch, the San Andreas temporarily
exhausted its vast reservoir of ener-
gies, and Chapter V quietly ended.

Erosional activities of rain, run-
ning water, and wind—the tools of
Nature which humble even the great-
est of mountain ranges—occupied the
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first half of Chapter VI which follow-
ed. During this time, the low hills of
squeezed-up sedimentary rocks were
slowly eroded to valley level. Later
pages in this chapter show that re-
newed sedimentary deposition occur-
red throughout the trough, and sev-
eral thousand feet of sandstone and
conglomerate, called the Ocotillo
conglomerate, were laid down at this
time. It is these sediments that pre-
sently mantle the main Indio Hills.

Our lead character, the San An-
dreas fault, re-enters the story in
Chapter VI which began in late-Plei-
stocene time and continues to be
written even today. With renewed
enthusiasm for its task in rearranging
the local scenic topography, the San
Andreas proceeded, through inter-
mittent heaves and shudders, to
squeeze up again the main areas of
sedimentary strata. The Indio and
Mecca Hills attained their present
altitude and configuration at this
time.

Very late in this chapter, perhaps
a thousand or so years ago, Lake
Cahuilla, the ancient freshwater an-
cestor of the present Salton Sea, was
formed. This 2000-square-mile lake
was created when the Colorado Riv-
er temporarily shifted its course, fill-
ing the below-sea-level trough to
overflowing. The high-water mark,
40 feet above sea level, can clearly
be seen west of Highway 99 at Tra-
vertine Point.

Lake Cahuilla existed until as re-
cently as 400-500 years ago, when gra-
dual evaporation caused its predes-
tined disappearance. In addition to
the high-water mark, however, it left
its record of passing in countless mil-
lions of tiny shells that can be found
along the numerous shorelines left by
the receding waters.

In 1905 the runaway Colorado Riv-
er attempted a repeat performance
by overflowing the great Imperial ir-
rigation canal and flowing again into
the Salton Trough. However, owing
to an heroic engineering feat, the
flow was halted. The Salton Sea is
the result of this two-year channel
diversion.

Creation of the Salton Sea, how-
ever, is but a late page from the eons-
old book in which the fascinating
evolution of the Salton Trough is re-
corded — the story which continues
even today. Next time the mighty
San Andreas rumbles and shakes the
earth, think not of its savage poten-
tial for destruction, but rather of its
dramatic role in creating the desert
oasis of the Coachella-Imperial val-
leys—home to thousands, and recrea-
tion center for countless others. / / /

RAM
VIEW

ESTATES
racquet club road, Palm Springs

FHA-VA
Lowest Terms

Possible

FEATURES YOU'LL LOVE!
• Slate Entry

• Frigidaire Built-in Range & Oven

• Frigidaire Disposal

• Cement Patio Between House & Carport

• Amana Heat Pump (Both Heating &
Cooling)

• 5' Redwood Fencing

HOMES from
$20,200

True Suburban Living
You'll enjoy desert living more when you live in

Tram View Estates. . . True suburban living . . .
with direct route to shopping, schools, civic center.

On Racquet Club Road, just east of Indian Avenue,
near Riviera Hotel. Sales office and model homes

open every day, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
1187 Racquet Club Road

SALES OFFICE: 324-5500

Bob F. Roberts & Assoc.
BUILDERS
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FARRELL AND RALPH BELLAMY PEDAL DOWN PALM CANYON DRIVE IN AN EARLY-'30s PALM SPRINGS CIRCUS PARADE

"... and so we started the Racquet Club
By CHARLES FARRELL

PLACES LIKE the Racquet Club
are not planned. They just hap-
pen.

Here's how this particular place
happened:

I came to Palm Springs in 1931,
worn out from making one picture
after another. Taking Janet Gaynor's
advice, I stopped at a real estate
shack on the outskirts of town (in

those days the whole town was out-
skirts!) and asked for Harold Hicks.

I told Harold that Janet had recom-
mended him to me; that I needed
someone to show me around the des-
ert, and particularly to find me some
sort of place to live in. This was the
beginning of a fine friendship. Har-
old steered me to an apartment at
the Casa Palmeras, and he gave me
a guided tour of this strange, sunny
country that people were talking
about as being a good place to live—
at least in the winter months.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Charles Farrell has had three successful careers: motion picture
actor ("Seventh Heaven", "Street Angel"); resort club owner-operator (the Racquet Club
in Palm Springs); and television actor ("My Little Margie" series).

At the time, Palm Springs consisted
of two big hotels—the Desert Inn and
the newcomer El Mirador—a smaller
one, the Palm Springs Hotel, and a
thin scattering of motor courts, drug
store, coffee shops, one or two restau-
rants, and stores. It was quaint and
quiet. The village's world-wide repu-
tation still lay dormant.

Harold's dad, Alvah Hicks, had
great faith in Palm Springs' future.
He helped put together a mutual
water company, ran open ditches
through the desert and bought up
hundreds and hundreds of acres of
"worthless" railroad land.

Two hundred of these acres had
my name on them. One day Harold
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DESERT PROPERTY
CONSULTANTS, INC.

OEYCIOPERS AND

EXCLUSIVE

74-004HIWAY H I
PALM DESERT

H B i

developments!
PALM DESERT HIGHLANDS

The Bel Air of the desert
Have you ever dreamed in technicolor? You will think
ijvou are when you stand on one of these breathtaking
ftew lots. Truly a VALLEY VISTA! Large lots in an ex-
H^kive area. Lovely executive homes surrounding with
|B|||tectural control. Beautiful entrance gates to this
Jfjffff//,, property. This development is one of the finest

Offered in the desert.

i§IRWAY HEIGHTS
tt»e new Eldorado West in the Exclusive

I lEldorado Cove
WmMmmmmlmmiiM prestige—drive from the Shad-
^^^ straight through the finest

BB c 'esert> o n t 0 Eldorado and In-
courses with pastel moun-
site, with Eldorado Country

^ ^ ^ | u s other golf clubs as your
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NOW 2 GREAT RADIO STATIONS TO SERVE YOU/
THE ALL NEW

KDES-FM
A New 'Dimension
in Kadio JCis ten ing

FEATURING

FM-STEREO
DIAL 104.7 me.

20,000 WATTS OF POWER

CELEBRATING 6TH YEAR

KDES-AM
Zne Tirst Word in
News the Cast
Word in Music

DIAL 920 lea

1,000 WATTS OF POWER
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ABOVE: Ingredients for
relaxation: sunshine and tennis.
From left, Farrell, Paul Lucas
and Spencer Tracy.

RIGHT: The Racquet Club in
1937. Original double courts are
at top. Note long rows of
young tamarisk trees across back
of property, planted as windbreaks.

said to me, "I know where you can
buy 200 acres of land for $30 an
acre."
Frankly, I wasn't impressed. "Where

is it?" I asked, not having to feint
disinterest.

"A half-mile or so from El Mira-
dor," he answered.

"A half-mile!" I cried. Now I was
sure we were wasting our time. But,
Harold insisted. He loaded me into
his flivver and we went bouncing
out of town over a winding cart road
to the above-mentioned land, and I
had a look.

Later, I was talking to Ralph Bel-
lamy, and in passing I mentioned the
$30-per-acre land.

"Thirty dollars an acre!" he said.
"Is it under water?"

"No . . . " I started to say. He cut
me off before I could go on.

"Why the hell didn't you buy it?"
"What would a guy like me do

with 200 acres of land?" I asked
weakly. I knew my goose was cooked.
Ralph and I formed a partnership
and bought the parcel of land.

The town was full of grounded
tennis players. There were 40 or 50
of us from the picture business—Paul
Lucas, Charlie Butterworth, Warner
Baxter, Carol Lombard, Gilbert Rol-
and, Jack Warner, Ginger Rogers,

Mervyn LeRoy—and many, many
others. We spent a good deal of our
Palm Springs vacation time wander-
ing around in the sunshine looking
for a place to play tennis. The Des-
ert Inn and El Mirador each had one
tennis court. Neither place minded
us playing there as long as we didn't
crowd out the paying guests. It was
a frustrating time for anyone who
loved tennis, so in desperation Ralph
and I decided to build a tennis court
of our own.

By this time I had a house in
Palm Springs and we talked about
putting the court in my backyard.
Ralph also had a house and we look-
ed over his backyard, too. Finally,
we decided the backyard idea was
out. It would be better to build a
tennis court in the wind-swept desert,
right smack in the middle of our 200
acres. A half-mile was ndt too far to
go to play tennis when one had the
game in his blood. And besides, the
land had to be put to some use.

We contracted with the best tennis
court constructor we could find. His
instructions were to build the best
court money could buy. In fact, we
told him to build the two best courts
money could buy. After all, Ralph
and I reasoned, if we had two courts
we'd never have to feel guilty about
hogging a single court for ourselves
from sunrise to sunset.

We built high backgrounds for the

courts. I knew quite a bit about the
game and in the planning stage I
paid a lot of attention to important
details such as acoustics.

We decided our pals would have to
pay $1 a day to play tennis on our
beautiful new courts—$1 for hitting
one ball or playing all day. We
opened Christmas Day of that year,
the same day Hal Roach and his as-
sociates launched the Santa Anita race
track. I remember a couple of days
later when Hal, who was quite a ten-
nis player, came over to our place. I
asked him how things had gone at
Santa Anita on opening day and he
rattled off figure after figure—the
gate receipts were umpteen thousand
dollars, the pari-mutuel wagering had
reached eight-hundred-thousand-ump-
teen-umpteen dollars, the clubhouse
took in ninety-nine-million-billion,
and so on and so forth.

And then Hal asked me the same
question: "How did you do here?"

"Oh," I answered casually, "we
did great—we took in $18—this from
the guys we could catch!"

Soon after we got started, the talk
around town was that we were going
to get into the tennis club business.
This was the farthest thing from our
minds—we just wanted to play tennis.
Heck, it was tough enough trying to
collect the token dollar-per-head fee
we were charging. But, the rumors
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