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CHRISTMAS GIFT:
bom toRftnk't COACHBUA VALLBV

Delicious . . . Beautifully Packaged . . . Sure to Please

S N I F F ' S " S U P E R " 4 V A R I E T Y . . . o u r
most popular package . . . four distinc-
tive date varieties, handpacked . . .
each package gift wrapped.

GIFT 1A 2 lbs. $3.35 (plus postage)
GIFT IB 3 lbs. 4.85 (plus postage)
GIFT 1C 5 lbs. 7.75 (plus postage)

MEDJHUL DATES . . . the " jumbo"
sized date . . . soft, delicious a n d ex-
tremely large in size . . . a spectacular
gift.

GIFT 10A 2 lbs. $3.50 (plus postage)
GIFT 10B 3 lbs. _ 5.00 (plus postage)
GIFT IOC - 5 lbs. 8.00 (plus postage)

DEGLET NOOR DATES . . . fancy
grade, handpacked in an attractive
can . . . a semi-soft, fine flavored date
. . . always popular.

GIFT 3A 2 lbs. $2.75 (plus postage)
GIFT 3B 3 lbs. 3.95 (plus postage)
GIFT 3C . 5 lbs. 6.25 (plus postage)

PLUS MANY OTHER DATE GIFTS
Send for our FREE gift brochure

POSTAL RATES:

2 Ib. gift
3 Ib. gift
5 Ib. gift

.50

.55

.75

2* 3* 4* }

<t Ad 4 QA t l Irt '$ .65
.75

1.10

.80
1.00
1.50

$1.30
1.65
2.65

1 CALIF., NEV., ARIZ.
''2 ALL OTHERS WEST OF THE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
SSISSIPPI1( * 3 Al L LAST OF MISSI

I ALASKA, HAWAII.
*4 CANADA, FOREIGN.

ORDER BY
MAIL FROM SNIFFS DATE GARDEN

Owned and operated by the Sniffs for 38 years

P. 0. BOX 68 INDIO, CALIF.
YOU ARE INVITED . . . to visit our famous show garden
and unique gift shop on Coachella Valley's Scenic Highway 111.



—THE DESERT IN DECEMBER

PEACE OFFICER. At 3:45 on the afternoon
of December 2, 1913, the Palo Verde Valley
Bank at Blythe, Calif., was held-up and its
cashier mortally wounded. Constable Asa
"Ace" Gardner was the law in the Valley
at that time, and with the help of a posse he
tracked the two hold-up men southward
from Blythe, across the Palo Verde Moun-
tains, Chocolate Mountains and Algodones
Dunes to Holtville. There he met the forces
of Imperial County Sheriff Mobley Mead-
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ows. The trail led them to the Franklin Hotel
in El Centro where the armed robbers sur-
rendered without a fight. Ace Gardner and
his family left Palo Verde Valley in 1918,
later settling in Coolidge, Arizona, where he
continued his career as a peace officer to
the age of 81, when death—from natural
causes—overtook him a few weeks ago.

* * *
NEW STATE PARK. Approval was given
recently by the California State Public Works
Board for inclusion of the old ghost town of
Bodie in the State Park System. This action
clears the way for the acquisition of proper-
ty in and arround Bodie townsite so that
this area can be maintained for public use
and enjoyment. Initial plans call for the
acquisition by the state of 440 acres, and re-
habilitation of eight structures and the stabi-
lization of 20 historical buildings. Also in
the works: a campground.

* * *
THE FLORID CLUE. In the summer of 1961,
an anthropologist with the Museum of New
Mexico was standing in a fallow field along-
side the Rio Grande north of Santa Fe, when
she noticed something peculiar about the
wildflowers at her feet: they were growing
in a pattern. Archeologists know this phe-
nomenon can be caused by carbon from the
ashes of old fires which makes flowers grow
denser and larger. Thus was discovered
the site of New Mexico's first capital—San
Gabriel del Yunque, established by Don
Juan de Onate on July 11, 1598. During the
past few months, scientists and students
have begun the extensive excavation of
this historic site (the first European capital

Continued on page 32
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"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while." Mark 6:31

Let each of us re-focus, this month. Let's get out of our
routines, out of ourselves, and once more put first things
first. The sad thing is that we have to re-focus. We were
guided back onto the proper course last December—remem-
ber? Why did we get off?

• • •
The desert is probably the best place on earth to do that

re-focusing, for it was in a desert village that the Big Event
happened, the most important event since time began. And
who first got the tip-off about it? Some poor old Joes out
there under the stars herding their sheep, and three Good
Guys humping it across the sands on camels. They were all
smart enough to know what to do. Are we?

• • *
Or put it this way, if you like: Christmas is not a time

for "sophistication;" Jesus was not born in a penthouse
on Fifth Avenue.

• • •
Christinas was created so that mankind would know how

to change live-and-let-live to live-and-HELP-live.
• * *

"Myrrh," the little girl told her Sunday School teacher, "is
what our mammy cat gives her kittens when she licks them."

That is correct.
• • *

You readers are wonderful. All year you have written and
said nice things about this page, this magazine. I wish we
could greet each other personally come the 25th, but there
are thousands of you, scattered all over. So, then here is a
heart-felt "card" for each of you from Adele and me:

Genuine "Christmas Tree" evergreens seldom grow on the
desert, few if any pines, firs, spruces, hollys and such. Of
course, it depends some on how you define "desert;" Amer-
ica has little real desert, just a few sand dune areas in Cali-
fornia, New Mexico, et al. But I don't think the verdure
matters; I doubt if many evergreens were growing around
Bethlehem that Night.

• • •
It is, of course, a free country; you can celebrate Christmas

as you please. You can even ignore it. But you ignore it at
your own risk—the most terrifying risk a human being can
ever take!

• • •
Most inappropriate way to celebrate Christmas—drunken-

ness.
• • •

This year, let's reform Christmas, hey? Let's all sing the
carols in the same key!

• • •
Psychologists say that our adult behavior patterns

were really established by the habits of our childhood.
I guess that's right; I now have a compulsion to eat up
all the Christmas cake and other goodies I can find
around the house.

• • *
I'm not much interested in a white Christmas. 1 like the

sunny desert kind; the same kind they have in Palestine. The
snow theme is of Germanic origin anyway. And for sure
I've had a belly full of Bing Crosby's moaning about what
he's dreaming of. I like Christmas music.

• • •
Sit down here and listen, all you smarty big little kids;

here's one worth re-telling: There was this red Communist
Russian weatherman, see. His name was Rudolph. One day he
predicted rain. "Fooey," said a young American soldier in
Berlin, who heard the weatherman's broadcast. "It's not going
to rain." But the American's young wife corrected him:
"Don't be too sure, honey. Remember, Rudolph the red
knows rain dear."

• • •
Families are troublesome things, dern it. Just when I get

Planned Economy installed in mine, 1 suddenly love them so
much 1 barge out and buy some Christmas luxury I've been
wanting, and that upsets the Plan.

• • •
Finest thanks I ever had—a teen-age daughter opening

her gift and exclaiming, "O-o-o-oh, Daddy! . . . OOOo-oo,
wow!"

• • •
Pluck yourself a little paloverde limb off the desert. Ram

it in a pot of sand. On each of its many little "needle" ends,
stick a tiny colored gumdrop. For each child, put five shiny
new dimes between half-inch strips of clear adhesive tape,
and hang these from that Tree. How much added pleasure it
will bring!

• * •
How wonderful is gratitude. That unfortunate family

Adele and I helped a year ago has already brought us a
Christmas gift. A note with it said, "We are on our feet now,
thanks to you. You are two of His children. Can you come
to dinner?" We'd rather have that than an invitation to the
White House.

• • *
/ read where many Communist countries are trying to take

the Christian emphasis out of Christinas. Well, a lot of people
here in the U.S.A. could show them how; they've already
done it.

• • •
Christmas is a time for visiting. So—our latchstring is out,

figuratively and literally. Ours is a genuine desert pueblo
adobe home, at 34 West Pasadena Avenue, Phoenix; sketched
here by middle daughter, Rosemary. If you get near us
Christmas week (or any time) drop in. Our kids have grown
up in it; now our grandkids romp here—Thank You, Lord.
Love abides here.

"Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
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"CMty f ' i Christmas Pra.ir"

Features classic western poem

and May the Peace and Good Will

of Christmas ataays be with you

Highiillin' Iki Christmas Mail

Best Wishes at Christmas and

Happiness through ail the Comin

Year

Ttinkin el you at Christmas

With Best Wishes for a Happy

Holiday Season

" C i m i y i - i i H a d s i r t p l K i - 1

May every happiness be yours i t

Christmas and throughout the

Coming Year

Christmas C k m i

» Friendly Greeting i t Christmas

and Best Wishes lor the Ne» Year

NOEL Grnlii |S

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes

lor the New Year

Christmas Greetings Irtm On

OutliltiYairs

with Best Wishes for the Coming

Horn I K Christmas

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes

lor the Coming Year

CanaskKks Ceniig l i

Season's Greetings and Best

Wishes lor all the Year

- t r im the two ol is!

With Friendly Good Wishes lor the

Coming Ne« Year

Surprise Parian

Greeting is a clever and appropri

ale western verse

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes

lor the Net Year

Sendm
Best Wishes

at
Christmas...

Warmest Greetings

With Bes! Wishes lor the Season

and a Happy Near Year

Prairie Pest Office

Hoping you have a Happy Holiday

Season and a Prosperous New

Year

Christmas Night

Merry Christmas and Happy Ne«

Year

I B Christmas Shippii1

Merry Christmas and a Happy

Iten Year

-t«ere»ereihepkerds-

May the feace and Joy ol Christ

mas abide with you through all

the Comini Year

Christinas Mailing

Best Wishes at Christmas and

Happiness through all the Coming

USE THIS PAGE TO ORDER: Write quantity of each card you want in
box below illustration. Cards may be assorted at no extra cost. Circle total
quantity and cost below. Fill out coupon and mail entire page with cash,
check, or money order to:

The LAZy RL RANCH Box 1500
Boulder, Colo.

Greetings...
With Best Wishesfora Prosperous

New Year

C imHie f tke ta r i V Silent Nigkt

May every happiness be yours at P " " " ! May the Peace and Joy ol Christ-

Christmas and throughout the I mas be with you through all the

I Coming Year I I Year

All new and different for 1962. Beautiful full-color reproductions of original paintings by top

western artists—featuring Lorenz and including Hilton, Fogg, Harmon, Wands, and Yazz. Finest

i uality, heavy-grade paper single folds to 43/i" x 6'/t" with matching white envelopes. With or

without your name custom printed in red to match greetings. These exclusive cards available

I y mail only. Your order carefully filled and shipped within 24 hours right up 'til Christmas.

Use this handy page, or order by letter... today!

TOTAL QUANTITY 15

WITHOUT NAME $2.75

WITH NAME $3.75

25

3.65

4.65

Canada residents remit in

Name

Address

City

Names to
be printed

50

7.25

8.75

75

10.85

12.85

100

13.45

15.45

150

19.75

22.45

200

25.95

29.45

300

38.25

43.45

500

62.45

69.95

U.S. dollar values. • Colorado residents add 2% sales tax

Zone State

F U L L C O L O R • M O N E Y B A C K G U A R A N T E E • W E P A Y P O S T A G E

n,,™™!™,. i QCO



PALM SPRINGS

'An Elegant Tradition in
Restful^.Desert Charm'

uinta
H O T E L

California's Distinguished Desert Retreat
INDIVIDUAL HACIENDAS —surrounded by 35
acres of green lawns, bright flowers, date gardens
and the aroma of citrus blossoms—complete privacy
and seclusion * POOLSIDE dining and social
activities—and dancing to orchestra music nightly
- DELICIOUS CUISINE —favorite with families
• GOLFING — amid jewelled lakes and rolling
dunes—a beautiful championship 18-hole course
• TENNIS—new courts • Moonlight steak rides
• Children' large playground and private pool

LA QUINTA HOTEL
LA QUINTA, CALIFORNIA

Diamond 7-4111

CHRISTMAS DECOR
Ranch - Grown

CUT
Desert

HOLLY
Unique long-last-
ing festive foliage

for a true desert Christmas
. . . GIFT BOX 18x6x4"

$2.50
tax, postage included

ORDER BY MAIL FROM:

DESERT LAKESHORE R A N C H

Box 183, T H E R M A L , CALIF.

Correction: Due to a typographical error
in the Desert Lakeshore Ranch ad in last
month's DESERT, the holly gift box
dimensions were given as 18x6x14" . . .
This should have read: 18x6x4".
DESERT assumes full responsibility for
this printing error, and we trust those
who ordered from last month's ad were
not unduly disappointed.

NEW IDEAS for DESERT LIVING
By DAN LEE

Low - Silhouette Camper—
Desert travelers owning pick-up trucks

will appreciate the full vision of the new
Gem-Top Camper. Plexiglas windows all
around help the driver back-out of diagonal
spaces without the usual blind-spot prob-
lem. Made in 24-, 30-, and 36-inch low-
silhouette models, the all-steel 26-gauge top
weighs only 180 pounds. Sizes available
for most standard trucks, short or long
beds, and even for compact models like the
Falcon. Rear tailgate window swings and
locks upward, and is removable in two
quick motions, without tools. Two jalous-
ied windows crank open for interior venti-
lation. Clear or tinted glass available. Ad-
vantages of this type of top are: less wind
resistance, low weight, full driving vision.
Priced from $225 up, from Budd Distribu-
tors, 1325 E. Alosta, Glendora, Calif.

Self - Supporting Tent—
Tents that go up fast with no stake-driv-

ing and few ropes to tangle your feet in
the dark, make sense. A new model by
Hoosier Tents is such a unit. Basically an

8xlO-foot tent, the Penta Lodge has push-
button aluminum canopy poles that lock
into position, hold the fabric taut and
steady without outside stakes or guy ropes.
(The only rope necessary is for the tent-
flap.) Has zippered nylon screen-doors and
windows, with eight-foot center height and
six-foot sidewalk. Brilliant mint-green col-
or, 7.68 ounce drill used throughout. Penta
Lodge looks to me like the kind of tent
weekenders will find quick, efficient, and
less tiresome to erect. Priced at $180, from
Hoosier Tarpaulin and Canvas Goods, Inc.,
P. O. Box 574, Indianapolis 6, Indiana.

Self-Powered Brush Cutter—
The new Mighty Hand Primer and Trim-

mer offers gas-engine driven portability for
clearing land, and trimming brush and tree
branches. The tool weighs a low 11V6
pounds complete with 3/4-horsepower air-
cooled engine. Two models are available:
48-inch reach, at $165; and 84-inch reach,
at $185. An eight-inch circular blade spin-
ning at very high rpm allows the cutter to
swish through dense, hard limbs with ease.
No power cord to drag around, no electric
power necessary. Made by Safe-T-Products
Co., P. O. Box 386, Ojai, Calif.

Compact Power Generator—
The smallest electric generator I've ever

tested—the Tiny Tiger—is something camp-
ers may find appealing. Total weight—12
pounds—and tiny overall dimensions—
6x5x6 inches—will amaze you. Priced at

if The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises
the camper top can be safely operated even by a
small child. Locks prevent accidental lowering.
The top is lowered quickly by the simple turn
of a valve.

R. D. Hall Mfg., Inc.
9847 Glenoaks Blvd.,

Sun Valley, Calif.

The Alaskan Camper is quickly transformed from
its compact low silhouette on the road to roomy
walk-in living quarters. Drive safely at any speed
with minimum drag and sway. Moments later,

"Northwest U.S." "Eastern U.S."
CAMPERS, INC. PENNACAMP.INC.
8819 Renton Ave. P. O. Box 264
Seattle 18, Wash. Manheim, Penna.

U.S. Patent No. 2879103 Canadian Patent
Write today to the factory nearest you for more information on the most advanced

enjoy the comfort and convenience of a weather-
tight, high ceiling, home away from home com-
plete with three burner stove, sink, cabinets, ice
box, beds, and many other luxury features.

"Eastern Canada" "Western Canada"
CANADIAN MOBILE LIVING
CAMPERS PRODUCTS, LTD.

77 Pelham Ave. P.O.Box 548
Toronto 9, Ontario Red Deer, Alberta

camper on the road. Attention Dept. D
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$99.50, this little powerplant produces 400
watts of DC current, or in combination
models, produces both AC current and DC
batiery charging. Equipped with a 3/4-
horsepower gas engine, air-cooled, the Tiny
Tiger has a running time of about 45 min-
ute:, at capacity load. Refill with two-cycle
fuel, and you're ready to go again. It's
strong enough to power electric drills or
impact-wrenches—in actual tests I made at
home. Has recoil starter, with direct-drive
spinning the generator off the engine crank-
shaft. From Gadco Electra, 2325 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif.

Sky Buoy—
Hven the thought of getting lost in the

wilderness can be a frightening thing. Now
comes a measure of protection which those
who wander far from the paved roads will
want to consider making part of their "sur-
vival gear." It's called "The Sky Buoy"—
and here's how it works: a brilliant orange-
colored balloon inflates to 18-inch diame-
ter and rises 180 feet in the air when filled
with a flashlight-sized steel helium cylinder.
The balloon is secured by a strong nylon
linn and will stay aloft for 40 hours. The
Sky Buoy is visible for miles, and the en-
tire kit weighs less than two pounds. Hel-
ium refills obtainable locally or at the fac-
tory. $14.95 complete from S.O.S. Co.,
36 :i -D Navilla Place, Covina, Calif.

Stiition Wagon Mattress—
This new mattress for station wagons is

cotton-filled, covered with water-repellent
fabric, and fits the rear cargo area of most
latn-model station wagons. Stitched through
from top to bottom to prevent shifting of
the stuffing, the tag on this product is the
Universal Station Wagon Mattress. Price
is $11. Morsan Tents, 10-27 50th Ave.,
Long Island City, N. Y. / / /

A G i f t f o r t o d a y a n d t h e y e a r s a h e a d . . . .

ON DESERT TRAILS TODAY AND
YESTERDAY

By RANDALL HENDERSON

Probably the most comprehensive book yet written about the Great
American Desert and its people. Exciting tales about trails that lead
to —

• Fields of semi-precious gem rocks

• Legendary areas of lost mines and buried treasure

• The Snake Dances of the Hopi Indians and Smokis

• Historic waterholes and lost palm oases

• The fabulous Castle of Death Valley Scotty

• The pueblos and hogans of desert Indians

• Rainbow Bridge, Havasu Canyon, Baja California
*

• The trails of Indians, Padres, Mountain Men, Jackass Prospec-
tors— and recreation seeking motorists today

This is a book for those who would travel, explore or adventure in a
land never crowded with humans.

356 pages — 15 desert maps — 37 halftone photos

$5 (Add 15c mailing charge. Californians add 20c tax)

DESERT MAGAZINE BOOK SHOP —Palm Desert, California

Copies will be autographed by author if desired

SAVE UP TO 50% ON"

|f-'f"—•?
put ̂ fc.~*. - -^ r i?^a|

DATS UN
I TON PICK-UP
This beautiful, new DATSUN Pickup combines economy

with a BIG LOAD SPACE (6' x 4'8" bed — 28.5 sq. ft.).

Its low delivered price is just the beginning of your

savings. You get gas economy up to 33 mpg plus a

rugged low maintenance design. Easy maneuverability

makes the DATSUN a perfect Pickup for ranches.

CHECK THESE DELIVERED EXTRAS

• Powerful 60 HP Engine • 4-Speed Transmission (Col-

umn Mounted Shift) • Independent Torsion-Bar Suspension

• Whiteside Wall Tires • Heater & Defroster i -

• Vinyl Upholstery • Factory Undercoat •

All S.A.E. Fittings

DATSUN
PATROL

4-wheel drive
WORKHORSE

U59663 MODEL

Delivered
12 month • 12,000 Factory Warranty

Writs for
NIS5AN

literature and dealer name:
MOTOR CORP. IN U.S.A., DEPT.

137 E. Alondra Blvd.. Gardena.
Send Info

M.™

Address

T.ity
DATSUN

rmation on [ 1 '/i-Ton
[JDalsun

DEALER FRANCHISES
Write for

Calit.
Pickup
Patrol 4-Wheel

Slat.
are available
details.

12DM

Drive

in some areas.
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GOLDEN VALLEY
FLOWER AGATE

A Suggested Field Trip to a New California Desert Semi-Precious Gem Locale

By MARY FRANCES BERKHOLZ

WHO SAID there were no more
good gem-mineral collecting
fields on the California des-

erts? Golden Valley, cradled between
two arms of the Lava Mountains
northeast of Johannesburg, offers the
backcountry explorer an extra, tan-
gible reward in the form of flower
agate — a transluscent brown-to-beige
semi - precious stone with white
"flowerlike" inclusions. Lapidaries
report that this material will take a

good polish, and makes up into in-
teresting cabochons.

Golden Valley is the largest of
several troughs in the Lava Moun-
tains mass. The valley's northern ex-
tremity drops off abruptly at the
head of Bedrock Wash, a sizable run-
off canyon flowing northward into
Searles Lake. Southward, Golden
Valley extends to Fremont Peak and
is the drainage basin for a consider-

THERE IS AN ABUNDANCE OF CUTTING-GRADE STONE IN GOLDEN VALLEY

able area. Its lowest point is Cudde-
back Dry Lake.

It is the northern arm of Golden
Valley that holds the most interest
for desert enthusiasts, rockhounds,
seekers of Indian artifacts, photo-
graphers and students of the desert's
romantic history. Few signs of mod-
ern man mar the natural beauty here.
No cans, bottles or paper blemish
this wild and desolate region. No
powerline or gasline roads are here
to remind one of the cities from which
he has temporarily escaped. Instead,
only the faintest of tracks wind in
and out the washes; up and around
the hills—tracks made by occasional
prospectors and sheepherders follow-
ing the prehistoric Indian trails. It
is possible to gaze in every direction
and see only the uncluttered, savage
desolation of this High Desert land.
Even the rocks are as time, wind and
the forces of erosion laid them down.
No "hammer - happy" rockhounds
have smashed every rock in sight.

The first wanderers in this region
were the ancient Indians who left
written evidence at many petroglyph
sites. Later, the Panamint and other
tribes undoubtedly used and devel-
oped the main trails. Two of these
original trails join in Golden Valley;
the one coming west from Granite
Wells circles north of Pilot Knob to
Blackwater Well, then crosses Golden
Valley to Squaw Springs. A few miles
east of the old springs, a trail from
the north joins the east-west trail.
Its origin was probably in the Pana-
mint Mountains in the Death Val-
ley country. There was quite a net-
work of trails across the Mojave.
These routes utilized the various de-
pendable springs which of necessity
were no more than a day's travel
apart. Many of the waterhojes were
used only as rest stops. But others,
such as Squaw Springs, were perman-
ent campsites. Potshards, metates and
arrowheads at these waterholes give
evidence of man's long association
with the Mojave Desert.



In 1954 the white man's great mi-
gration to the Kern River goldfields
began. Travelers coming from Salt
Lake City, by foot or horseback,
ofi en chose to shorten their journey
by turning west at Pilot Knob. They
followed the old Granite Wells In-
dian trail through the natural passes
then down across Kane Dry Lake, up
Red Rock Canyon and over Walker
Pass to the gold diggings. Golden
Valley had many travelers in ensuing
years as rich strikes developed at
Goler, Laurel Mountain, the Rand-
Stringer district, Red Mountain and
Atolia. The strikes eventually played
out and most Golden Valley traffic
ceased.

In the early 1920s an attempt was
m;ide to homestead land on the
northern edge of Cuddeback Dry
Lake. Water was encountered at a
depth of 50 to 160 feet which, in
those days, was too great a depth to
pump for profitable alfalfa farming.
Farmers then tried to develop orch-
ards, but the quality of the water was
poor and eventually most of the
homesteads were relinquished. To-
day, only the remnants of an old
ranch building stands in memory of
one such hardy pioneer. On old
maps this site is designated as Brown's
Ranch.

For the rock collector, the decay-
ing buildings serve as a marker to
the collecting areas in northern Gol-
den Valley.

In the spring of wet years (1962
w;is such a one) this area is so heav-
ily carpeted with wildflowers it is
almost impossible to see the faint
road tracks. The valley and sur-
rounding hills become a giant flower
basket of canary-yellow desert dan-
delions — hence the name, Golden
Valley.

Purple nama, white daisies and
short-stemmed lupine also give color-
ful dress to the valley.

From Brown's Ranch the faint
lii tie-used tracks wind northeast for
a distance of 4.7 miles to a small dry
lake. Keep left (not crossing the
lake bed) and continue for another
nine-tenths mile. At this point my
husband and I erected a rock cairn
within a rock circle to mark the agate
area. It is on the left (west) side
oi the road. Park here. The outcrop
of flower agate and opalite are found
on the low hills to the southwest.
These veins are exposed where heavy
runoffs have cut deep washes into
the flanks of the hills. Walk up the
washes and watch for float.

On a second trip to Golden Valley
we found several small pieces of ex-
cellent red plume agate. We did

LARGE OUTCROPS OF FLOWER AGATE OCCUR O N THE FLANKS OF THE FOOTHILLS

not, however, find the main outcrop-
ping of this material, thanks to a
heavy rainstorm complete with thun-
der, lightning and hail.

There are also a number of opalite
veins exposed here, but for the most
part this material is not of cutting
quality.

The Golden Valley location is a
new one, and the several materials to
be found in float give evidence of de-
posits yet to be discovered. Here is
a real opportunity for collectors to
get in on the early development of
what promises to be another good
Mojave Desert gem field. / / /

(ABN'D)
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in the Sept. '61 DESERT

DEFEAT AND disaster
plagued Thomas Spencer
H a r r i s throughout his

career as a mining-camp editor.
Fate tossed him about like a
lizard in a flash flood, lifting
him first to the heights of suc-
cess, then plunging him into
the depths of despair. But,
tough and durable, endowed
with the eternal optimism of a
mining-camp man, Harris rose
repeatedly to face more buffet-
ing. In the end, he was a total
failure. But his struggles against
adversity were of heroic propor-
tions. Certainly, no man ever
tried harder.

By 1875, Harris was disillu-
sioned with Darwin, California.

For three years he had managed,
edited, and, at times, peddled
the Cosco Mining News from
cabin to cabin. His efforts were
not always fully appreciated. He
found himself embroiled in a
political controversy and was
subjected to bitter criticism. His
character had been attacked,
and he had evqn been threat-
ened with assassination. Upon
one occasion he had been bash-
ed over the head with a six-
shooter. But Harris refused to
retreat. Even a dented skull
failed to intimidate him.

"No newspaperman can per-
form his duties here," he phil-
osophized in print, "without

treading on some very promin-
ent corns." Unable to frighten
him with threats, his enemies
resorted to a fiendish act. They
poisoned Fly, his little pet dog.
This treachery almost reduced
Harris to tears.

"He was a harmless little
animal," he wrote passionately
in an editorial, "a universal
favorite because of his beauty
a n d brightness." Thoroughly
disgusted, he offered the Cosco
Mining News for sale.

Searching for greener pas-
tures, Harris was aware of a
muffled roar to the north. The
sound waves originated from
the new camp of Bodie. His
close friend, Pat Reddy, the cri-
minal lawyer, was already firmly
established upon this promising
ground, successfully defending
footpads and gunmen from due
process of Mono County law.
Thousands of fortune - seekers
were rushing to the new excite-
ment. Harris purchased an in-
terest in an old four-horse stage-
coach, tossed his nonpareil
press into the boot, and while
his wife packed, he made the
rounds of Darwin in a futile at-
tempt to collect outstanding
debts. In the meantime, an-
other friend, Oliver Roberts,
received a letter from Bodie.
An ex-sheriff and an accomp-
lished artist with the six-shooter,
Roberts had chased a dozen as-
sorted scoundrels from Darwin,
sending them scurrying deep
into the Inyo sagebrush. "Stay
away from Bodie," the letter ad-
vised, "some of your old ene-
mies are here." The warning
served as a gilt-edged invitation.
Roberts paid Harris $50 as fare
and climbed aboard the Bodie-
bound stage.

With the aid of Chinese fire-
crackers and a bottle of "Old
Kentuck," friends fired the two
adventurers out of Darwin. The
stagecoach lurched onto the
Lone Pine road on the first leg
of a dusty 190-mile trip.
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On October 2, 1878, the Bodie
Standard announced, "After a
rough voyage over alkali flats
and sage brush desert, our new
editor, T. S. Harris has arrived.
Because of his harrowing experi-
ence, Mr. Harris is at present
laid up for repairs." Seven days
later, apparently revived, Har-
ris penned his first editorial for
the Standard:

"Eleven months residence in
Panamint and three years in
Darwin have been pretty rough
on Yours Truly. We don't wish
to abuse Old Inyo. She has
more to contend with than any
other God-forsaken county on
thi; coast. With all her faults,
we love her still because we
have spent the best years of our
lives in a vain endeavor to bring
her out. That she will yet oc-
cupy an important place in the
history of mining, we firmly be-
lieve. But capital is required
to do it. We do not have it, so
we concluded to leave the place,
quietly if we could, forcibly if
we must. We don't know that
our efforts in the publication
of the Cosco Mining News have
been appreciated for the reason
that we were compelled to set-
tle with several of the mining
companies for fifty cents on the
dollar and to sue some of the
others. Further, there are ac-
counts of between two and three
thousand dollars standing upon
our books in our favor. It re-
quires such little things to make
people recollect one, and we are
satisfied some of our creditors
will never forget us."

After pouring out his misfor-
tunes, Harris brightened at the
prospects of the new camp, con-
cluding, "We have met hun-
dreds of old friends here." With
optimism flowing like frontier
whiskey, T. S. Harris launched
his third and final mining news-
paper.

Born in Ohio in 1836, Harris
entered the printing trade when
he was 12 years of age. His old-
er brother, Eliphalet, had wan-

dered West during the Califor-
nia gold rush, then joined the
stampede to the Comstock. T.
S. hurried West but arrived at
Virginia City too late to stake
any claims. He continued on to
Sacramento, where he was em-
ployed as a printer on the old
Record-Union. With the out-
break of the Civil War, Harris
enlisted in the "Sacramento
Rangers." Stationed in San
Francisco, Harris was promoted
through the ranks until he was
commissioned a Second Lieu-
tenant in May, 1862. At that
time, the Federal government
was deeply concerned over the
status of Brigham Young and
his Mormons. Aside from ques-
tioning the loyalty of t h e
Saints, Washington had noted
an increase of Indian hostilities
along the Overland Trail where
trains were under constant at-
tack. Accordingly, Harris' regi-
ment, under command of Gen-
eral P. E. Conner, marched east-
ward along the Pony Express
Trail to Salt Lake City.

As an adjutant on General
Conner's s t a f f , L t.
Harris participated in
several Indian engage-
ments. But the Army
utilized his talents in
another project. The
first gentile newspaper
to appear in Utah was
published at C a m p
D o u g l a s in 186 3.
Strongly anti-Mormon,
the Union Vadette was
no doubt edited by
Harris. The Saints
were powerless to re-
move this thorn in
their side, and in the words of
the editor, the "Vadette proved
a first rate Gatling gun in bring-
ing Brigham Young and his in-
famous cohorts to a realizing
sense of their duties to their
government."

Following his discharge, Har-
ris appeared in Austin, Nevada,
where he may have worked on
the Reese River Reveille. Here

he met and married Lydia Pat-
terson. By 1870, Mr. and Mrs.
Harris were living in Sacramen-
to where he was employed in'the
Jefferis Job Printing Company.
Three years later he joined Eli-
phalet in Independence, Inyo
County, where he again worked
as printer, while he organized a
dancing school. Unfortunately,
this raw frontier community
had little interest in such cul-
tural pursuits, and his venture
was a failure. He returned to
Sacramento where he won a
position as minute clerk for the
State Legislature. But not for
long. Harris had acquired Min-
ing Camp Fever. Thus, in 1874,
when a new boom town erupt-
ed in the desolate mountains of
Inyo County, Harris was ready
to join the rush. Widely trum-
peted as the greatest silver strike
since the Comstock, Panamint
appeared to be an unexcelled
opportunity. He packed a small
Gordon job press, his concer-
tina, and a few cases of type and
was off for Inyo County.

Panamint was tough. Jam-
med i n t o
a narrow
canyon on
t h e west-
ern slopes
of the des-
olate Pan-
a m i n t
R a n g e ,
this collec-

— t i o n of
t e n t s ,
s h a c k s ,
and caves
c l a i m e d
few luxur-

ies, and not even a faint resem-
blance to a civilized community.
However, Panamint did boast
one of the finest collections
of "hard cases" ever to assemble
in the West. Gunmen and
thieves, graduates of Pioche and
White Pine, were allowed to pur-
sue their professions unhamper-
ed The great Wells Fargo took

continued on page 25



TWO DESERT CHRISTMAS TREES . v .

Zhe desert's Crucifixion Zkom. ••
THERE ARE THREE shrubs or small

trees in the Southwest called Crucifixion
Thorn, all with stiff, stout, t h o r n y
branches. They inhabit low desert flats
or dry rocky mountains of California, Ari-
zona, New Mexico and Mexico. Because
of their common name, they are often con-
fused with and even sometimes thought to
be the plant from which came the crown
of thorns worn by Christ at the Crucifix-
ion. The shrub illustrated at the right is
a Holacantha (Greek: "all thorns") —sure
to excite the curiosity of desert travelers.
It occurs on the hottest parts of the Mo-
jave Desert near Daggett, Amboy, Lavic
and Goffs, and on the Colorado Desert
near Calexico, but more often along the
lower Gila River in Arizona. Fifty years
ago I passed quite a patch of these shrubs
along the southern edge of the Hayfield

Dry Lake near Desert Center. This col-
ony was destroyed when the Metropoli-
tan Water Company tried to make a res-
ervoir out of the playa.

I well remember how eagerly my burros
ate the brown, densely-clustered dry nutlike
fruits which grew for the most part out
near the ends of the thorny branches. The
small greenish flowers are either male or
female and are borne on separate plants.
The plant's few leaves are mere scales and
soon drop off.

Holacantha, curiously enough, is a near
relative of Ailanthus, the Chinese Tree of
Heaven, which grows both wild and culti-
vated in many parts of the United States
as well as other places in the world.

-EDMUND C.JAEGER



...A Joshua on a kingpost
WHEN TRANSIENT MAN leaves life-shards

to mark his way, John Burgess stops to read
them and record them. He is a master of using
his canvas as a Scroll of Time unfolding mo-
ments of stilled life strongly suggesting that
nothing lives . . . and nothing dies. He draws
that great silence that comes after the spent
noise of men who followed a relentless urge to
go on, and farther on, in search of a dream.

Here he has sketched the ghost dugout home
of a ghost miner, once dreaming of wealth at
Garlock, a ghost town of the old Rand Gold
District in the Mojave Desert.

The dugout is still there, hardly less desolate
than it ever was. Some old-timer once chose a
backdrop of muraled mountains, and a front
yard taking in considerable territory of unclut-
tered distances. Then he dug a pit into the
ground, lined it with rock, made of railroad ties
a roofed framework that rose three or four feet
above ground, and called it home. Set deep in
the earth, the dugout foiled winter winds and
cooled the savage heat. Its protection also beck-

oned other creatures, including rattlesnakes
whose castanets are part of the song of the desert.

Burgess, a documentary artist who lives in
Lancaster, is drawn to places like this. He sees
more than falling timbers, crumbling earth re-
turning to earth, and an old bottle, amethyst-
tinted from many suns. In this sketch he veils
the old dugout with the "Glory of the Lord
shining round about" a homesick miner's heart
on the Eve of a long-ago Christmas. The Christ-
mas Tree on the king post is a sentinel Joshua
with its bayonets guarding a faded ivory bloom
lifted in prayer. The miner's raffish family tree
—the Tumbleweed—has paused in masses by his
eaves to comfort him. A spirited friend, follow-
ing his Star of the East, has come bearing a
large beribboned bottle of "frankincense."

The amberized moment seems to say that on
Christmas Morning this Desert Loner will find
that, as ever, the Christ Child has cleared the
low lintel of the dugout—and of man's heart.

-LADY RAE EASTLAND



• MARYSVILLE. MONTANA. There's more to see here than in most
ghost towns—principally because there is still some mining activity
hereabouts. But, Marysville today is nothing like the booming Marys-
ville of the '80s and '90s when it was the most prosperous gold mining
town in the state. The postoffice was at the left of the building made
of field stone in the photo above. In addition to the usual stores, sa-
loons and churches, Marysville had a baseball diamond, and at last
report the bleachers were still standing. The town is north of Helena;
reached from U. S. 91 over good all-weather road.

• ROCHESTER. NEVADA. In
1913, 1500 people were get-
ting their mail from this build-
ing (photo above)—and then
the old, old story was repeat-
ed: the ore body pinched-out,
the mines closed, and the
townspeople drifted away.
Rochester was built on the
side of a hill. At last report,
only the postoffice building
was still standing in the upper
portion of the town. The old
silver camp is reached by
driving 14 miles north of Love-
lock, then turning east on an
improved road at Oreana.
Rochester is about six miles
from Oreana. In the general
vicinity are several other
mining camps: Lower Roches-
ter, Packard, American Can-
yon, Unionville.

14 / Doc I Hofomhor 1QR9



• These photos of old mining camp postoffice
buildings are by LAMBERT FLORIN, whose
recently-published book, "Western Ghost Towns,"
is proving to be a popular guide to the interest-
ing towns that once made mining history in the
West. "Western Ghost Towns," containing more
that 200 Florin pictures, is available by mail
from Desert Magazine Book Shop (see pages
38 - 39).

• MASONIC, CALIFORNIA. The
empty window frame in this build-
ing (photo at right) still slides—but
it has been a long time since a letter
was pased through it. Off-shift
miners lined-up for their mail on the
small standing platform whose re-
mains lie strewn in the sage. Gold
was discovered in Masonic in the
1860s. The "Jump Up Joe" mining
camp was built in three sections—
Upper, Lower and Middle—with the
postoffice in Middle Masonic. The
old town is in Mono County almost
on the Nevada state line. A paved
road from Bridgeport leads to the
Bridgeport Reservoir and Nevada 22.
Three miles down this road watch
for the graded road to the east that
leads the nine miles to Masonic.
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• GEM. IDAHO. This is the rear view of the post-
office (photo at left). The front has the huge metal
doors typical of the frontier period. The postoffice
was operated in conjunction with a general mer-
chandise store; then the building became a ware-
house for the Hecla Mine, a mile up-canyon. More
recently it was used as a Boy Scout meeting place.
Today it is empty. Some of Gem's remaining build-
ings date back to 1886. They are squeezed into the
narrow, ledge between creek and steep canyon
walls. At Wallace, turn north-northeast on paved
Idaho 4; it's four miles to Gem. Burke, another min-
ing relic, is four miles further on.

• MANHATTAN, NEVADA. The postoffice
building (photo above) was adjoined in the rear by
the jail. In January, 1906, the "DeLamar Lode"

reported that "real estate
in the new towns of Man-
hattan and Central is
booming . . . lots on Main
Street are now held at fig-
ures ranging from $1300
to $1900 each, and frame
buildings for s a l o o n s ,
stores, and hotels, are be-
ing erected as quickly as
possible." To reach Man-
hattan from T o n o p a h,
drive six miles east on
U. S. 6, turn left and
proceed 35 miles north
on paved Nevada 8A,
then turn right (east) for
seven miles.

• CHLORIDE, ARIZONA.
Located between t o w n
and mines, this building
served as a branch post-
office for miners, accord-
ing to local sources (this
claim is unverified). Chlo-
ride's fate m o v e s in
circles; currently its for-
tunes are at low ebb; but
the town has been on the

ropes before—and it has always sprung Back. One of the high points came decades ago when Tiffany of New
York operated a turquoise mine here. Chloride is 18 miles northwest of Kingman—14 miles north of Kingman on
U. S. 93-466, and four miles east on Arizona 62—first class highway all the way. / / /
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DIVING
in the

DESERT
T H E S C U B A D I V I N G
F R A T E R N I T Y I S D I S -
C O V E R I N G LAKE MEAD'S
S P E C I A L A T T R A C T I O N S

By CHORAL PEPPER

THEY'VE BEEN across it, over it,
and around it, and now they're
going under it —"it" being Nev-

ada's man-made Lake Mead.
Enthusiasts of the fast-growing

sport, SCUBA diving, are migrating

THE AUTHOR RECEIVES S C U B A LESSON FROM EXPERT HARRY W H A M

from all parts of the country to ex-
plore the canyon country under the
waters backed-up by Hoover Dam.
Lake Mead's reputation as one of the
West's most desirable training loca-
tions for underwater diving is grow-
ing. SCUBA experts such as Harry
Wham, whose Navy and civilian div-
ing experience dates back to 1941
when he devised some of the earliest
underwater diving equipment ever
used in Hawaiian waters, is high in
his praise of Lake Mead.

One of less than a hundred divers
in the world qualified by the Nat-
ional Underwater Aquatic Institute,
Wham has dived in almost every im-
portant body of water in the world.
His laboratory is crammed with un-
derwater cameras, depth g a u g e s ,
compressors, gold nuggets scooped
from river beds, skeletons of marine

life, rusty treasure from ancient ships,
and almost every type of old and new
diving equipment known.

Adventures to seek buried treasure
or sunken galleons periodically lure
Wham from Lake Mead, but his
prime interest is the development
and perfection of underwater equip-
ment, instruction, and technique.
This, he feels, he can best do at
Mead.

Besides its absymal depth, interest-
ing underwater terrain, compara-
tively mild surf, safety from shark
threat, and conveniently located air
compressors for the filling of diver's
air tanks near the new Lake Mead
Marina, Mead's fresh water is kinder
to SCUBA equipment than salty
ocean water. These are some of the
important reasons why more and
more SCUBA diving clubs are turn-

1SR5 / Do rt Mnm,™» I 11
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ing up on Lake Mead's uncluttered
shores.

Twenty years ago, deep sea diving
was the strict province of the special-
ists such as Navy frogmen, under-
water scientists, and salvage experts.
Today, with the development of light-
weight equipment and interest stimu-
lated in Self-Contained Underwater
Breathing Apparatus ( S C U B A ) ,
diving is a universal sport. This
sport has three attractions: recrea-
tion, adventure, and a chance to
learn history first-hand. The floor of
Lake Mead is not likely to yield
relics from the Spanish Main or
buried pirate treasure, but it does
contain a wealth of anthropological
artifacts, not to discount a rumored
lost emerald mine.

It was along Mead's Overton Arm
t h a t Basketmaker-Pueblo Indians
dwelt in pithouses and multi-room
surface dwellings 3000 years before
Christ. The Lost City, discovered in
1924, was excavated over a period of
13 years until the rising waters of
Lake Mead halted work. It is highly
probable that moving silt plus
changing movements of earth caused

DIVERS REST AFTER A LAKE MEAD UNDERWATER ADVENTURE
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by the flow of the Virgin and Muddy
rivers will deliver to underwater ex-
plorers much of the pottery, tur-
quoise mortuary offerings, utensils,
beads, arrowheads and other rem-
nants of this civilization.

Most serious obstacles facing divers
in this particular part of Mead is the
lack of visibility due to silt-laden
water, after heavy spring runoff and
winds. This silt settles during certain
periods of the year, but it is wise
before scheduling a diving trip to
Overton to check on water condi-
tions with the Superintendent, Lake
Mead National Recreation Area,
Koulder City, Nevada.

The Lost City is not the only un-
derwater ghost town in the lake. In
(he 1860s the Colorado supported a
(onsiderable traffic of paddle-wheeled
steamships. Callville, near the head
of summer navigation on the river,
was a busy Mormon port, connected
by wagon road with Salt Lake City.
St. Thomas, also under water, was a
Mormon settlement near the conflu-
ence of the Muddy and Virgin rivers.
Lake Mead divers, to date only hav-
ing spent little time under these
waters, have already recovered several
pieces of rusted iron forging equip-
ment which experts date to Callville's
steamboat days.

Also of interest to divers are the
remains of a civilization possibly
15,000 years older than any previous-
ly discovered on this continent, which
&re about to be excavated less than
30 miles from Mead's west shore.
Experts say the Tule Springs find is
potentially one of the most important
srcheologically in the New World.

Vegas Wash runs directly into
Lake Mead. If extinct camel, bison,
sloth, mammoth, horse, elephant and
man co-existed in this area during the
Jce Age, then chances are some of the
evidence lies deep under the depths
of Lake Mead at the end of Vegas
Wash.

Another promising prospect is the
List emerald mine, purportedly lying
under Overton Arm's Cleopatra Cove.
While hunting for uranium a few
)ears ago, a Nevada prospector filed
a claim on such a mine near the
shoreline. When he returned several
months later, Mead's water level was
up 96 feet.

Each season he checked the level,
expecting it to drop; each year it
rose. Finally, in the spring of this
year, it reached close to an all-time
high. Tired of waiting, the prospec-
tor suspended a barge from three
sides of the cove, installed a winch to
hoist silt and fill that had settled
over the underwater location, and

JACK PEPPER, AUTHOR'S HUSBAND, FINDS A MACHETE

employed SCUBA divers to recover
the precious gems. Unfortunately,
three months of steady diving pro-
duced no results. It is the hope of
amateur divers that the professionals
merely quit a mite too soon.

SCUBA diving is not for the show-
off, or the uninitiated. There is one
cardinal rule that must be followed
by the diver: he must never hold his
breath while rising under water.
When you breathe-in compressed air
underwater, where pressure is great-
er than at the surface, (his compres-
sed air will gradually increase in
volume—if it is not exhaled—as ilic
diver rises toward the surface, and
the lungs have no further capacity,
at which point they rupture. The
SCUBA diver must learn to always
breathe normally.

W h e n approached intelligently
and with a certified instructor to
give the lessons, both the young and

middle-aged find ihemselves at
home under the water. For begin-
ning divers, Lake Mead can't be beat.
Its mild surf leaves the student diver
free to concentrate on learning how
lo breathe normally while rising un-
der water—free from the worry of be-
ing wave-battered against a rocky
shore, or chopped-up by boats spin-
ning overhead.

The sensation under water can only
be described as crazy. At about 50
feet your body becomes equalized in
"space." You're a leather—weightless
and free. You twirl, spin or stand
upside-down. You live and breathe
where earthmen have no right to be.
Your ears pick up eerie squeaks,
whistles and rhythms. Your eyes
piece together the fragments of a
strange realm.

You become an explorer of the un-
known . . . an astronaut under the
waters of the Colorado River / / /
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JOSHUA
MONUMENT'S

HIDDEN
BYWAYS

By LUCILE WEIGHT

OF THE 400,000 persons who
visit Joshua Tree National
Monument each year, nearly

all stay on the paved roads which
lead to the most popular scenic spots
and camps. They know Jumbo
Rocks, Cottonwood Springs, White
Tanks and Indian Cove. They have
photographed t h e grotesque Ele-
phant, Bull, Trojan and other im-
agined creatures and portraits in
stone. They have angled their cam-

"JOSHUA LANDSCAPE"- PHOTOGRAPHED BY CHUCK ABBOTT

eras at the Joshua trees in their end-
less variety of amusing attitudes.
Families have enjoyed food cooked
on grill stoves in the scores of camp-
sites; have gone adventuring into the
Hidden Valley hideout of c a t t l e
rustlers.

But, if you need a weekend com-
pletely away from urban tension
and crowds, you can find it in many
remote corners of the Monument
which are almost as tranquil and un-
disturbed as they were a century ago.
Here, less than 150 miles from Los
Angeles, are sections where little
more than faint trails remain to
identify a day when cattle grazed in
a strange and exotic land, and an
era when prospectors and miners
probed for gold.

Three such isolated sections, ac-
cessible by good dirt road, are Stir-
rup Tank, the Squaw Tank - Plea-
sant Valley area, and Juniper Flat.

Stirrup Tank is bypassed by the
main road leading through Pinto

Basin. Even in the early days of this
century, miners generally used the
canyon heading east of the one con-
taining this tank, for water was more
accessible at White Tanks two miles
to the north or at Cottonwood
Springs far to the southeast. But to
a man prospecting in the Hexie
Mountains, Stirrup Tank was a con-
venient — and private — camp spot.
Long before any white man penetra-
ted this mountain upland, though,
the Indians found it a pleasant, shel-
tered corner.

It is easy to reach. Less than a
half-mile south of the White Tank
entrance is a marked dirt road show-
ing Stirrup Tank area as 1.5 miles.
This leads through a broad band of
Mojave yuccas and down a slope
with a groundcover mainly of black-
brush, cassia and scattered creosote.
In little over a mile, a large rock out-
crop is passed on the left, then a vast
wonderland of rocks comes into view
below. Among the rocks just passed
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