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ARIZONA
FLAGSTAFF
Morris Motors
322 W. Santa Fe
PHOENIX
Western Truck Sales, I
3530 E. Washington
PRESCOTT
Rollie Gerdes Motors, I
301 W. Gurley Street
TUCSON
2121 S. Sixth Avenue
YUMA
Swift Ford Sales
1491 Fourth Avenue

CALIFORNIA
ALTURAS
Henderson, Inc.
231 N. Main St.
AVENAL
Sanders Motors
120 E. Kings Street
BAKERSFIELD
S. A. Camp Motor Co.
20th Street, G to H
BARSTOW

r, Dodge

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER goes on when roads run out
... makes the impassable possible. Packs the power -135 HP
of it-to climb 64° grades, plow across sand or swamp,
speed up to 85 MPH. Toyota Land Cruiser has 9 forward
and 3 reverse combinations. Its beefy all-steel chassis
gives it rugged strength from bumper to bumper. 7
passengers or a big payload of cargo go along in
Toyota Land Cruiser's hardtop or soft top body wherever
you want to go. You'll never find another 4-wheel drive
vehicle from which you can ask so much-and get it!
See your nearest Toyota Land Cruiser dealer.

St.1230 W. M
BLYTHE
Munson Equipment Co
11390 Highway 60, West
P.O. Box 128
CARMICHAEL
3842 Fair Oaks Blvd.
CHICO
Vee Bee Engineering Co.
469 S. Highway 99E
EL CAJON
John A. Rose Imports
765 E. El Cajon Blvd.
EL CENTRO
Imperial Honda Sales
Highway 99
(next door to Calif.
Hwy Patrol)
EUREKA
K. B. McCarthy
4th and "A" Streets
GRASS VALLEY
Hartman Chev. Oldst
314 W. Main Street
HEMET
Damon F. Pauley
25050 San Jacinto Street
HOLLYWOOD
Hollywood Toyota Motors, Ir
6032 Hollywood Blvd.
LARKSPUR
Hil Probert Motors
250 Magnolia Avenue
LONG BEACH
K & L Trucks
3595 E. Pacific Coast Hwy.
MADERA
Hartwig Motors
409 N. "E" Street
NAPA
Ritz Equipment Co.

PASADENA
Trans Ocean Motor Co., Inc.
2124 E. Colorado Blvd.
PLACERVILLE

obMe

Sta ci l 's Garage
ket S t t7 Market Strt

POMONA
Pomona Motors
840 E. Holt Aue.
REDDING
Don D. Davis Motors
1234 Yuba Street
RESEDA
Allen-Neili Motors
7601 Reseda Blvd.
RIVERSIDE
Citrus Motor Company
3100 Market Street
SAN BERNARDINO
Jerry Berman & Sons
24712 Sixth St.
SAN DIEGO
John A. Rose Imports
5921 Fairmount Avenue Ex
SANTA ANA
Copeland Motors, Inc.
321 E. First Street
SANTA MARIA
Speed Marine Sports Cents
1637 N. Broadway
SUSANV1LLE
Deal & Davie, Inc.
1107 Main Street
UKIAH
Riva Motor Sales
301 S. State Street
WOODLAND
W. S. Marks
Route 2, Box 260
YREKA
Frank SeMstrom
99 Highway South
YUBA CITY
Earl R. Huffmaster
226 Bridge Street

COLORADO
BOULDER
Jefferies Motor Co.
2687 Pearl St.
COLORADO SPRINGS
Larry Dummer's

Auto & Marine
1329 Fountain Creek
Blvd. (Motor City)
CRAIG
Craig Motor Company
555 Yampa Avenue
DENVER
James Motor Company
1278 Lincoln Street
889 S. Federal Blvd.
GLENWOOD SPRINGS
Mountain Motors
918 Grand Avenue
TELLURIDE

TRINIDAD
Sfei

MONTANA
BILLINGS
Midland Implement Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 2533
Surges Supply
1916 Third Avenue, North
BOZEMAN

BUTTE
H & K Motors
1921 Harrison Ave.
CONRAD

324 S. Front St.
DEER LODGE
Marvin C. Beck Used Cars
311 Missouri
ENNIS
Pasley Farm Service
GREAT FALLS
Johnson Farm Equipment Co
325 Second Street. South
HAMILTON
Hamilton Motor Co.
800 N. First
HARDIN
Valley Implement Co.
323 N. Cheyenne
HARLOWTON
Brown's Ranch Supply, Inc,
KALISPELL
Greg s Mobile Homes Inc
City 7, Highway # 2
LEWtSTOWN
Dan Morrison & Sons
207 W. Janeaux
MISSOULA
920 S. 3rd West'
PLAINS
Coffey Chev. Co.
REDSTONE
Nash Brothers
RING LING
Shuyler Garage

NEVADA
HENDERSON
Dick Stewart Motor Co., Inc.
120 Water St.
RENO
1501 E. 2nd St.

NEW MEXICO
ALBUQUERQUE
Roadrunner Equipment Co.
150 Woodward Road
LAS CRUCES
2220 So. Truck By-Pass
ROSWELL

OREGON
COOS BAY
Bay Motors, Inc.
Broadway at Curtis
EUGENE
Economy Motors
164 W. 11th Street
HOOD RIVER
C. M. & W. O. Sheppard
KLAMATH FALLS
Wilson, Wiley Buick Co.
1330 Main St.
MEDFORD
Dean & Taylor Pontiac Co.
2177 S. Pacific Coast Hw
ONTARIO
Ore-Ida Motors, Inc.
59 S. W. Third Avenue
OSWEGO
Lake Oswego Rambler
109 "A" Street

UTAH
CEDAR CITY

5 Motor Company380 S. Mai
MURRAY

1 Mill Inc.

IDAHO
BOISE
Boise Import Cars
3860 Chinden Blvd.
SALMON
Mocks Motors

4646 State St.
SALT LAKE CITY
Diamond T Utah
1045 S. Main

WASHINGTON
ABERDEEN
Ellison Pontiac
416 N. Park Street
SEATTLE

3300 N.E. 55th Street
SPOKANE
Barton Oldsmobile Co
1002 W. Second Avenue
VANCOUVER
Gaub's Auto & Truck Service
4209 St. Johns Road
YAKIMA
Buckley's Jeep & Truck Repai
113 S. 4th Street

WYOMING
BASIN
Dills Auto Service
BUFFALO
Hank's Car Market
E. Highway 16
CASPER
The Motor Mart
130 N. Walcott
CODY
Custom Aulo Sales
1737-17th Street
DOUGLAS
Yellow Dot Service
100 S. Fourth
GILLETTE
D. & I. Motors
111 E. 2nd St.
LANDER
South on Hwy. 287
RAWL1NS
Uptown Motors
319-4 th Street
R1VERTON
Chopping Chevrolet, Inc.
1500 N. Highway 26
WORLAND
Fausset Implement Co.
1218 Big Horn Avenue

FACTORY HEADQUARTERS,
U.S.A.
Toyota Motor Distr., Inc.
6032 Hollywood Boulevard
Los Angeles 28, California

2 / Desert Magazine / November, 1962



—THE DESERT IN NOVEMBER:

DEATH VALLEY. This year's dates for the
"big party" at Death Valley—the '49er En-
campment—are November 8-11. In addition
to the old standby events—Burro Flapjack
Sweepstakes, breakfasts for artists, authors
and photographers, art show, square danc-
ing, etc.—two special events are planned
this year. Historical markers will be dedi-
cated to commemorate the 100th anniver-
sary of the discovery of borax at Searles
Lake; and to honor the old Harmony Borax
Works. U. S. Borax is scheduled to have
its famed Twenty-Mule Team outfit on hand
for the Harmony festivities and throughout
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This Month's Cover—
The View From Zabriskie Point.- Christian Brevoort Zabriskie, an
employee of "Borax King" Francis Smith, gave his name to a view-
point described by C. G. Glasscock in his book, "Here's Death Valley,"
as "a coign of view of one of Death Valley's most startling collections
of shining hills and shadowed vales." Photo is by Aim Morhardt of
Bishop, Calif.

Announcements—
Government Land: Once Again Available LANCE ROBBINS
Desert Magazine Art Gallery Starts a New Season

14
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Star at this year's Encampment: the Twenty-Mule Team

the Encampment. From over Nevada way
will come the wranglers and their balky
animals—competing in the Beatty "World's
Championship Wild Burro Race." Finish
line for the three-day race is Stovepipe
Wells. A new DV Superintendent, John A.
Aubuchon, will be on hand to greet the
thousands of persons who will congregate
in the Valley on this special weekend.

* * *
GOOD NEWS. For the first time in four
years, the value of mineral production in
California increased. Mineral output last
year from wells, mines, pits and quarries in
the state totaled $1,423,507,000. This was
an increase of one percent over 1960's
$1,404,733,000. Most interesting entry in the
California Division of Mines and Geology
annual report: Amador County, in the heart
of the Mother Lode country which spawned
the California Gold Rush, produced one (1!)
ounce of silver in 1961—valuation: $1. Ama-
dor's gold production picture, however, was
almost a dozen-times brighter. Its miners
recovered 11 ounces of gold last year.

* * *
E. P. DORR'S TREASURE. San Bernardino
Superior Court has been handed the job of
untangling a dispute between two mining
groups which involves millions—even bil-
lions—of dollars in gold, provided, of course
that a chap named E. P. Dorr was on the
up-and-up when he signed a certain affida-
vit on Nov. 16, 1934. On that date, Dorr
swore that he had discovered a cavern
through which an underground river flowed
"almost alongside U. S. 91 (and 466) in the
Kokoweef Peak of Ivanpah Mountains —
only 65 miles from Las Vegas." Along the
eight miles of riverbank that Dorr said he

Continued on page 6
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"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while." Mark 6:31

This is the month in which our forefathers bared their
heads, bowed and said "Thank You, Lord." Imagine how
horrible it would have been if they'd had no one to thank!
They couldn't have dreamed that their "New World" would
extend some day across what we now call a desert nearly 3000
miles away, a region having the same reverent ideals, the
same gratitude for life's blessings. I've never met a desert
dweller who didn't feel very close to God.

•
I'm not yet sure how I'll acquire a turkey for the Day.

Raffle, maybe. Or turkey shoot, or gift, or just plain old
capitalistic grocery store buying. No matter. What I'm
thankful for is that I do have four or five ways. Some
nations don't even have four or five turkeys.

•
I suppose even the Russian families have much to be

thankful for; life itself is something. But I have a hunch that
much of their secret gratitude is for a certain Lady in a
certain harbor holding high a torch. Maybe its light will
never reach them, but for their children at least they can hope.

•
Our greatest honor is that we were selected to guard that

Lady of the torch. Our biggest achievement is that we have
done so since 1776. Our greatest hope is that we may
extend her light around the world.

•
In many ways desert folk are better equipped than any

to help extend that light. We are mostly individualists, or
we wouldn't be out here in this land of sand, of horn, thorn
and claw; we'd be seeking our ease in some city apartment.
And it's the adventurers, the folk who wouldn't stay fenced
in, who established Liberty. They are our kind.

•
"I ain't afeered of nary a human being on this earth!"

Uncle-Give-A-Damn Jones shouted to a bunch of us at a
party once. I think he was a mite likkered, but he meant
it. Then he judiciously added, with a twinkle, "Except m'wife
Mollybelle." They'd lived in a desert cabin for years, and

Man, that's what I call a mirage!

she kept him "straight." Most of our wives are like that.
Liberty herself is a lady, remember.

•
You can never right selfishness by self righteousness.

•
The desert has two Autumns. High altitudes turn red and

gold in early October, low levels wait until late December.
Easterners think we don't have any trees at all! Truly our
"desert" is a misnomer; very few areas are really barren, and
even they hold much of interest. All of America—thank You,
Lord—is a good land.

I'll admit it—my leaves need raking, and a lot of other
Saturday work awaits me in my yard. But with football
season in full swing, work would be selfish. We alumni have
to support higher education by yelling for it.

•
Whenever Doldrum University plays Ennui Tech, I get

all hot and bothered. So do millions of other Americans.
We scream and snarl at each other for two hours, then all go
out to dinner together to celebrate. Foreigners can't under-
stand this. Actually, it's our happy way of letting off steam.
Foreigners think they have to start a war to get the same
results.

•
Climbed Squaw Peak again last Sunday, for the first time

in years. Wanted to find out if my legs had lost any of their
zip and resilience.

They had.

Betty Palmer makes beautiful things of desert rocks. All
kinds of things, like "mosaic" table tops, pictures, stepping
stones, lintels, vases, urns, murals. Our colored stones are
objects of beauty just waiting for artists such as she. All you
need is a little glue, a little energy, and a lot of imagination.

•
Heard there was a nudist colony on the desert north

of Scottsdale, Arizona. Went out there to investigate—
felt it was my bounden duty as a church deacon—and
discovered it was true, only it was limited to men
tubercular patients. Darn it.

•
We've had a known five nudist colonies on our Arizona

desert. None of them matched the one that abides persistently
in Hollywood. Biggest of all is in Las Vegas night clubs. I'm
not ag'in goin' nekkid, long as nobody else is around; but it
do seem rather pointless. And we don't really need the popu-
lation explosion that usually results if somebody else is
around. Because the somebody else nearly always is of the
opposite persuasion.

"All my experience with the opposite sex," reports my old
desert rat friend Gus Grainger, "shows that they shorely can
be opposite."

You folks have all read about the cdtmels our government
once imported and put on our Southwestern desert. Well, it
seems that a caravan of them was trudging from Yuma to El
Centro. Finally one of the beasts looked around and said
to another, "1 don't care what anybody says, I'm thirsty."

•
A New York man visited northern Arizona, went home

and reported to his pals in the bar—"There I was, with
Indians to the right of me, Indians to the left of me, Indians
behind me, and Indians in front of me."

"Wow!" breathed the gang, impressed. "Whatever did you
do?"

"What else could I do?" shrugged our boy. "I bought a
blanket."

•
Recipe for Preserved Children, tacked on a wall in a

happy home ten miles from Rosamond: "Take 1 large moun-
tain, 50,000 acres of dry land, a pinch of stream and some
pebbles, 2 or 3 little dogs. Mix the children and dogs well
together. Add a horse or two if available. Spread it all with
care under a deep blue sky and bake in the sun. When brown,
set away to cool for half an hour in a bath tub, then cover
lightly in bed until breakfast. Serve generously."

•
Think now of your loved ones; and of the once-loved you

too seldom see. For these latter, Christmas cards were created
—and time is short! Avoid the stupid sexy ones, the Mickey
Mouse cartoons, the outhouse humor; use cards that remem-
ber the Birthday—on a desert much like our own. And on
Nov. 22, say thanks for that Birthday. / / /
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"Cwbi i 's Christmas Pri j ir
Features classic western poem
and May the Peace and Good Will
ol Christmas always be with you

Hi|hti»iiT till Christmas Mail
Besl Wishes at Christmas an
Happiness through all the Coming
rear

ThiiUiri' «l )DII at Christmas
With Best Wishes lor a Happy
Holiday Season

CMi i tmi ChHis
A Friendly Greeting i t Christmas
and Best Wishes for the New Year

NOEL 6rHti»|S
Merry Christinas and Best Wishes
lor the New Year

" C m i | e - m t i i n i « t p l a c t -
May every happiness be yours at
Christmas and throughout the
Coming Yeir

Christmas Grilling; I n i On
Outfit t l Ttirs
with Best Wishes for the Coining
rear

Surprise Picki | i
Greeting is a clever jndappropri
ate western verse

n I K Christmas
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes
lor the Coming Year

Cui isbxks Cluing la
Season's Greetings and Besl
Wishes for all the Year

- t r im tbi t i l i t is!
With Friendly Good Wishes lor the
Corning New Year

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes
lor the New Year

Sendin'
Best Wishes

at
Christmas...

utB W&nuESt of CririBtrflos OrBEtiflfls

Ckristus NifM • W n m i t Gritting!
Kerry Christmas and Hippy New ^ ^ ^ With Best Wishes lor the Season
Year I and a Happy New Year

I B Christmas Shippii'
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year

Ctristnas Kming
Best Wishes i t Christmas and
Happiness through all the Coming
Year

May the Peace and Joy ol Christ
mis abide with you through all
the Coming Year

QREETINOS
fftlm M' Outfit

Hoping you have a Happy Holiday
Season and a Prosperous New
Year

USE THIS PAGE TO ORDER: Write quantity of each card you want in
box below illustration. Cards may be assorted at no extra cost. Circle total
quantity and cost below. Fill out coupon and mail entire page with cash,
check, or money order to:

The LAZy RL RANCH Box 1500
Boulder, Colo.

trHliqi...
With Best Wisltes tor a Prosperous
New Year

I Silint Night
I May every happiness be yours it ^ M May the Peace and toy ol Chnsl-
I Christmas and throughout the I mas tie with you through all the
I Coming Year I I Year

Al l new and different for 1962. Beautiful full-color reproductions of original paintings by top
western artists—featuring Lorenz and including Hilton, Fogg, Harmon, Wands, and Yazz. Finest
quality, heavy-grade paper single folds to 4 % " x 6 % " with matching white envelopes. With or
without your name custom printed in red to match greetings. These exclusive cards available
by mail only. Your order carefully fil led and shipped within 24 hours right up ' t i l Christmas.
Use this handy page, or order by l e t t e r . . . today I

TOTAL QUANTITY

WITHOUT NAME

WITH NAME

15

$2.75

$3.75

25

3.65

4.65

50

7.25

8.75

75

10.85

12.85

100

13.45

15.45

150

19.75

22.45

200

25.95

29.45

300

38.25

43.45

500

62.45

69.95

Canada residents remit in U.S. dollar values. • Colorado residents add 2% sales tax

Name

Address

City

Names to
be printed

Zone State

F U L L C O L O R • M O N E Y B A C K G U A R A N T E E • W E P A Y P O S T A G E



We Sell and Service

International

scour
The exciting new International Scout,

the fabulous Land Rover &
the well known Willys Jeep

6, 7 & 10-passenger
station wagons

Pick-Ups, Stake and Cab-over
Trucks, V2 to 1V2 ton

A 4-wheel-drive for every purpose
You name it — we've got it

Hall Motors
Parts, Sales and Service

Cypress at Van Buren
ARLINGTON, CALIF. OV 9-8440

(International Scout and Carryalls sold at 512
W. 6th St., Corona, Calif. Phone RE 7-1441)

PACK
CYCLE

The Power Cycle for Mountain,
Farm and Desert

JACK ISOM
160-A Thirteenth Ave. 149 No. 10th Ave.

Upland, California Upland, California
YUkon 2-3467 YUkon 2-2616

A DESERT PARADISE
10 acres of Semi-Tropical Gardens. Beau-
tiful heated swimming pool. The finest
horses and riding country. Tops in food.

Write for colorful illustrated folder.

W O R L D F A M O U S *

Arizona's Oldest and Finest Ranch Resort Club

Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Miller,
P. O. Box 5505, Tucson, Ariz.

more run for your money!
* 'WARN®HUBS

on your 4-WHEEL DRIVE!
That goes for your vehicle as
well as Warn Hubs. The hubs
stop front end drag in 2-wheeI
drive, save gears, gas, tires —
give your vehicle more life,
greater handling ease. And
Warn Hubs—Lock-O-Matic or
Locking — are the most de-
pendable and convenient you
can own. Ask your dealer!

ICWWARN MFG. CO.
t j f t V RIVERTON BOX 6064-DM
^ " " ^ " SEATTLE 88, WASH.

THE DESERT IN NOVEMBER (continued from page 3)

explored, the black sands were heavy with gold—an assay ran to
$2150 to the cubic yard. And now two groups are fighting over the
mining rights to the ground under which Dorr's cavern supposedly
lies. One of the parties had brought in $50,000 worth of drilling equip-
ment, and was operating around the clock (at $30 an hour) until the
court ordered a halt to the work.

* * *
CLOSING THE GAP. We are told by those who study such things,
that Palm Springs could grab a great many of the tourist dollars
wafting into Las Vegas and Phoenix-Scottsdale if only Palm Springs
had direct air service to such centers of cool congestion as San Fran-
cisco and Chicago. Apparently the latter connection will take some
time, but on Sept. 30, Western Airlines began its schedule of daily
one-stop (Ontario) without-change-of-plane flights between San Fran-
cisco and Palm Springs. Leave S.F. at 8:15 a.m. — arrive in P.S. at
10:04 a.m..

* * *

DRIVING HINT. Do you "fan" your brakes while descending a long,
steep grade? This long-standing bit of driving lore seems greatly
overrated on the basis of exhaustive brake tests carried on recently
in Death Valley. Test engineers pushed brake components to the
ultimate in a series of tests which included runs from the top of
Townes Pass (elevation 4956) to the below-sea-level valley floor.
According to their findings, a steady pressure on the brakes while
decending the steep winding highways was more effective than the
traditional advice of "fanning" (applying and releasing) brakes. The
engineers said that the increased rotational speed of the rotating
parts of the car caused when the brakes are released requires more
braking power than is saved by the momentary release.

* * *
HEALTHY HABITAT. Over the years, it has been easy to "prove"
that the desert is beautiful, mysterious, promising, etc. We also
maintain in these pages, that the desert is healthful—but up to now
this fact has been a little more difficult to put over. Now comes
proof of sorts: Palm City, the Coachella Valley "retirement community,"
reports that among its home owners (total residents to date: 850), 20
are physicians and dentists. "Apparently," said Palm City devel-
oper Nels G. Severin, "these medical men have practiced what they
preach about climate."

* * *

PALM TOWNS. The High Desert environment at Palmdale is not
conducive to the growing of palm trees. In fact, a few years ago
when the local county park succeeded in transplanting a few palm
trees, the Palmdale townspeople hailed this as a major step forward.
After all, it's sort of embarrassing to be part of a town named Palm-
dale where—before the county stepped-in—nary a palm tree grew.
(Early settlers who named the town thought the ubiquitous Joshua tree
belonged to the palm family.) And now, it is the turn of the community
of Twentynine Palms to catch-up with its name, although there are
a mite more palms there than at Palmdale. The Twentynine Palms
Lions Club is going to plant Thirty six Palms in the downtown area.

* * *
NOVEMBER CALENDAR. The big November weekend is the 10th-
11th, with each of the California deserts claiming important events:
on the Low Desert, the Salton Sea 500-Mile Boat Race (see page 8);
on the High Desert, the annual Death Valley '49er Encampment (see
page 3). Other November events on the desert: 2-4—Imperial Valley
Gem and Mineral Show, at Imperial. 2-12—Arizona State Fair,
Phoenix. 3-4—Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Show at China Lake.
7-12—Annual Rockhound Roundup at Barstow. 10-11—Twentynine
Palms Gem and Mineral Show and 20th Annual Weed Show 10-11—
Cattle Call and Rodeo at Brawley. 16-18—Sahara Hotel Fast Draw
National Championship at Las Vegas. 17—Annual Christmas Parade
at Winslow, Ariz. 17-18—Thermal Auto Races. 25—Rodeo, San Carlos
Apache Reservation, Ariz. 28-Dec. 1—Clark County Sheriff's Mounted
Posse Rodeo, Las Vegas. 30—Los Vigilantes Christmas Parade, El
Centra. / / /



— THINGS TO DO IN NOVEMBER

House plants need routine attention in
November. Don't let them become so dry
that the leaves wilt—but don't keep the
soil saturated constantly, either. Pot-bound
plants will need light feedings of liquid
fertilizer. Long spindly growth indicates
your house plants have insufficient light,
that indoor temperature is too high, or
that both conditions exist.

Here's what you'll want to do in the
outdoors this month:

LOW DESERT: Rye Grass will need
mowing as soon as it is two inches high.
Watering is necessary.

The pink-purple Ice Plant is a colorful
arid excellent ground cover for the South-
west Desert areas. It blooms freely and
covers the ground quickly, requiring little
cat

\{fierenniais
LOW DESERT: Roses can be planted

this month. Continue watering all actively-
growing plants until rains come. When
early-flowering Camellias are through
blooming, they should be given an appli-
cation of specially prepared Camellia ferti-
Ii2er to insure future bloom.

HIGH DESERT: Continue removing
dead foliage and blossoms and other debris
from the garden. Cuttings of Geraniums,
Heliotrope, Coleus and many plants will
root easily now in greenhouse or cold
frame.

CHRISTMAS DECOR

Ranch - Grown

CUT
Desert

HOLLY
Unique long-last-
ing festive foliage

for a true desert Christmas

. . . GIFT BOX 1 8 x 6 x 1 4 "
$2.50

tax, postage included

ORDER BY MAIL FROM:

DESERT LAKESHORE RANCH

Box 183, THERMAL, CALIF.

NEVADA, UTAH AND N. ARIZONA:
In the colder areas, Roses will need winter
protection. The soil can be hilled-up
around plants to a depth of one foot.
Climbing roses and grape vines may be
laid on the ground and covered lightly with
straw or soil. Do not make the mistake of
covering plants too early—the purpose of
protection is not to keep the plants warm
(as many people suppose), but to provide
a more even soil temperature—to prevent
damage that follows rapid fluctuations in
temperature. Covering should come after
a continual cold spell.

jfymuals
LOW DESERT: Continue cleaning-up

the garden. Plant all bulbs (except Tulips
which should be refrigerated before plant-
ing in December). Set out nursery-grown
Pansies, Primulas, Cinerarias. Sweet Peas
can be sown in a properly prepared trench
—dig soil deeply, add Humus and fertilizer
in bottom of trench, cover with soil. Pansy
seed can be planted late in November if
the seed has been placed in the refrigerator
for a week or two; blossoms will appear
early in the spring. A variety of vegetable
seeds can be planted this month.

HIGH DESERT: Finish planting bulbs.
Provide protection for plants that are not
hardy.

CALIFORNIA DESERTS: November
is a good month to plant fruit trees and
shrubbery. Hardwood cuttings may be
planted outdoors. Small trees may need
bracing. Do not plant citrus trees in a
"lawn-sprinkling" area. Citrus trees need
heat rather than sun, therefore they do
well in hot, shady places. Grapefruit is
especially suited to the Low Desert. Dwarf
Citrus in containers do nicely as patio
plants, though they will not develop and
bear fruit in quantity as those planted in
the ground.

NEVADA, UTAH AND N. ARIZONA:
It may be necessary to protect young fruit
and shade trees from sunscald in the win-
ter months by placing tree guards around
the trunks.

Brittlebush can stand severe cutting-back
in the fall, and early November is not too
late. This will insure better foliage and
flowers. / / /
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Write or phone if uPe can serVe
your desert real estate needs J

* LA QUINT A
Milton A. Hoffman

Serving I.a (hiintn Since 1934

P. O. BOX 306 DI 7-4441

* 29 PALMS
jach B. Renfro, Inc.
Exclusive Property - liuy Direct

6495 ADOBE ROAD 367-2535

* PALM SPRINGS
Tony Burbe

Acreage, Ranches i- Golf Course Homes

P. O. BOX 910 324-3283

+BORREGO SPRINGS
Carlson % Corey Co.

Brnrcgo ir I.a Jolla Properties

XMAS CIRCLE RO 7-5344

* APPLE VALLEY
Dale Allison

Acreage : Lots - Homes - Rentals

I P. O. BOX 602 CH 7-7732

WHEN WRITING
to an advertiser, please mention
that you read the ad in DESERT
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HICKORY FARMS OF OHIO

"BEEF STICK"
"No Pepper"
"No Garlic"
"No Vinegor"
"No Pork"

• FOR SPORTSMEN •
A MUST for Fishing, Hunting,
Camping, Picnics, Boating, Pack-
ing Trips — Because of its long
lasting freshness—will keep with-
out refrigeration.

Guarantee of Satisfaction
and Safe Delivery
No Charge for Mailing

100% Pure Beef
Hickory Farms of Ohio

Western Division
P. 0 . Box 3306, Van Nuys, Cal.

4 Ib, beef sticks ore $5.98 ea. includ-
ing all packing and mailing. Send check or

money order.
Please ship me Beef Sticks at $5.98 ea.

To:

" DON'l

New Customer Old Customer

' FORGET A FRIEND THIS XMAS"



THE

'Salton 500'
ANEW OVERPASS spans Highway 99 at Thousand

Palms. Each week — no matter what the season —
boats pass under this bridge than passmoreunder the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco Bay.

The Highway 99 boats, of course, are being towed be-
hind cars and pick-up trucks from the Los Angeles
metropolitan area to Salton Sea.

After 50 years of slumber so far as boating is con-
cerned, Salton Sea is at last maturing as a major water

-

75 INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
WILL BATTLE FOR THE BIG PRIZE AT
SALTON SEA, NOVEMBER 9 - 10 - II

By BILL OVERLAND

sport area. Evidence of this came at last year's inaugu-
ral Salton City 500 Race, which lured 25,000 spectators
and drivers from all over the United States.

Dates for this year's 500 mile race are November 9,
10 and 11. It promises to be one of the major desert
spectacles of all time.

A fast 380 square-miles of water surface provides the
most unusual setting for major boat racing in the
world. Below sea level, Salton Sea offers increased
water density, and, some experts insist, more oxygen
packed into every snort of the carburetor on racing
engines. One thing is certain — boat speeds do increase
on this vast body of water.

It's a worthwhile spectator event, with miles of shore-
line available for viewing the 500-mile race in progress.
Here are the details you'll need:

The location is just off Highway 99 in Salton City,
about 35 miles south of Indio. The first day (Nov 9)
will be for boat qualifying only. The start flag drops
for the big race at 10 a.m. Saturday the 10th. The event
will be split into marathon parts with six hours racing
time the first day shutting down at 4 p.m. Racing re-
sumes on Sunday, Nov. 11, again at 10 a.m. The first
driver to complete his 500 miles over the four-mile tri-
angular course (125 laps) will be the overall winner
of $5000 in prize money out of a total purse of $15,000,
one of the richest races held anywhere. Drivers will
drop out of the race as they complete their laps. At

/ Desert Macrazine / November. 1962



4 p.m. Sunday, a Hare signaling the end of the race will
be fired.

Hefty prizes will be paid to winners, down to 12th
position, in the following classes:

1—unlimited inboards.
2—unlimited single-engine outboards.
3—unlimited twin-engine outboards.

From a spectator standpoint, the Salton City 500
will be more exciting than ordinary heat-type races
which are so staggered and broken-up as to confuse the
watchers. The 500 by contrast, will be run with all 75
boats slashing through the water at one time. Classes
will start only one minute apart. This means boats
will be in action and competing continuously for six
hours each of the two days. No boredom here! Last
year's race was exciting and full of action. Flipping
boats, collisions, and spectacular accidents are always
a possibility in an event which has 75 boats racing in a
confined area simultaneously. Spectators will be on
their chair-edges the full time.

Admission price is a dollar per day, or $2 for a
three-day ticket. Boats may file for the race through
November 3. Qualifying races on November 9 will
whittle down the original allowed 300 entries to the
fastest 75 for the actual 500-mile classic.

Accommodations for overnight stay are available at
the following local motels in the vicinity: Desert Gar-

den Motel, Marina Vista, Riviera Trailer Park, and a
public campground at Salton City. Also at the Saltana
Motel at nearby Desert Shores. Indio and Palm Springs
are about 30 to 60 minutes driving time away with
plentiful accommodations.

Take along a wide-brimmed hat, sun glasses, water
jug, ice-chest, an umbrella, and a blanket. Binoculars
for observing the race will increase your awareness of
what takes place out on the white-water stretches. Food
vending stands will be spotted throughout the area;
however, with 40,000 spectators expected, it seems wise
to take along a lunch and cold drinks. Mild weather
is expected, but bring coats as well as a sun shade. This
is California.

Spectators will be allowed to park cars right along
the shoreline in most areas. Perhaps the best spot will
be at the Yacht Club turn, which is also the start and
finish of the big race. However, almost any point along
the beach will be good. (No private boats will be al-
lowed in the area during the race.)

Sponsors are the Salton City 500-Mile National Cham-
pionship Charitable Foundation. Proceeds from the race
will be used for future construction of a hospital at
Salton City.

Boat owners interested in entering should contact:
Salton City 500 executive office, 1111 W. Foothill Blvd.,
Azusa, Calif. / / /
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SPECTATORS LINE THE BEACH AT LAST YEAR'S INAUGURAL RACE



WEEKEND TRAVEL TARGET

VALLECITO
By WALTER FORD

Southern California's historic Immigrant Trail provides pleasant adventure
for those who retrace its scenic path through the Anza-Borrego desert

ANZA-BORREGO State Park's 478,000
acres of desert playground are
roughly bisected by Highway

78. Most desert enthusiasts are fa-
miliar with the numerous scenic and
outdoor fun attractions on the Bor-
rego side of the park, but there are
many who have yet to discover the
equally enchanting Vallecito sector
which lies to the south.

You can reach the Vallecito area
and, incidentally, travel over one of
Southern California's most romantic
and historic highways, by turning
right from Highway 78 at Scissors
Crossing and proceeding in a south-
easterly direction. Along this route
passed soldiers, padres, trappers, gold
hunters, and adventurers, most of
whom were coming to seek their for-
tunes in this Golden Land of Prom-
ise. It was over this trail that General
Kearney led his troops to disastrous
defeat at San Pasqual. Close behind
Kearney was Colonel Cooke and his
Mormon Battalion, who had the hon-
or of blazing the first wagon road in-
to Southern California via the South-
ern Immigrant Trail, by which the
route came to be known. Eleven
years after Cooke opened this road,
the Butterfield Stage Lines estab-
lished travel between St. Louis and
California, continuing its service un-
til the Civil War.

About five-and-a-half miles from
Scissors Crossing, the pavement winds
over Little Pass, then drops into Blair
Valley. This popular spot—a seclud-
ed rock-rimmed valley with a tree-
studded dry lake for a floor—is de-
signated by the Park Service as a
"primitive" campground, but in spite
of this dubious handicap, it is usually
well filled with weekend campers
during the fall, winter and spring
seasons. (Campsites lacking water
and with limited sanitary facilities
are classed as "primitive.") If you
follow the granite ridge around the
eastern side of Blair Valley for about
a mile you come to the "Foot and

Walker" grade where the passengers
in the old stages had to get out and
help push the coaches over the steep
rocky ridge. Here the old trail, deep-
ly worn in the granite base, still can
be seen.

Three miles along the highway
from Blair Valley, the Park Service
has provided a historical monument
for Colonel Cooke and his army. His-
tory records that when they opened
a wagon road through the canyon,
Cooke personally used an axe to hew
the rocky walls—to inspire his men
to greater efforts. For a long time the
spot was known as Cooke's Pass and

" . . . God Knew What Was
In The Mountains . . . "

Waterman L. Ormsby, New York
Herald special correspondent, was the
only through passenger on the Over-
land Mail Company's first westbound
stage, which made the run from St.
Louis to San Francisco in September,
1858. Here is his contemporary re-
port on a portion of the Vallecito
country:

From Little Valley (Vallecito) the
road leads, through a rough canyon,
over a steep and stony hill into
another valley, whose only charac-
teristic is an abundance of grease
weed . . . At the end of this Valley
. . . our road strikes the San Diego
road, and proceeds through a very
narrow pass (Box Canyon)—the most
wonderful on the route . . .

Our progress through this portion
of the road was quite slow, necessari-
ly, and it required all Mr. Hall's skill
to guide our team and wagon safely
through the pass, for in some places
there was hardly an inch to spare.

It is the most wonderful natural
road I ever saw or heard of; one of
the drivers, however, thought the
journey rather dull and declared that,
if God ever pronounced this part of
the earth good, it was more than ever
man did. Mr. Foreman suggested that
God knew what was in the mountains
and man did not . . .

—"The Butterfield Overland Mail;"
published by the Huntington Library

Devil's Canyon. More recently, and
not at all inappropriately, it bears
the name of Box Canyon. You have
only to gaze into the canyon from
the viewpoint to realize how thor-
oughly boxed in those early trail
breakers were.

The Vallecito Stage Station lies off
the Southern Immigrant Trail, nine
miles from Box Canyon. It had its
beginning in 1851 when a small
house was constructed for military
purposes during the Garra Indian re-
volt. Later it was enlarged to serve
as a way-station for passengers on the
Butterfield Stage Line and the many
lone travelers who struggled across
the torturing sands from Yuma with
perhaps only the thought of cool
water and abundant grass at the
station to sustain them. Today's trav-
elers find the area an equally popular
haven, with shade trees, tables and
benches, water, stoves, and modern
rest rooms—all provided by San Diego
County.

Any desert section worthy of the
name can lay claim to one or more
buried treasure legends. Vallecito has
more than its share. Philip Bailey
has recorded many of them in his in-
triguing volume, Golden Mirages, but
there are still a few which the light
of publicity has rarely reached. One
of these is known to a few as the
"Rebel Cache of Vallecito."

During the War Between the
States, sections of Southern California
were hot-beds of Rebel sympathizers
who attempted to render financial
aid to the South whenever possible.
On one occasion, so the story goes,
when $50,000 in gold was being trans-
ported eastward, the messengers were
ambushed in a certain part of Valle-
cito, but before they were overcome
they managed to bury the gold. Des-
ert artist John Hilton and I heard
about the buried treasure back in the
days when we had a little more leis-
ure time than we have at present, and
decided to make a search for it. We
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BOY SCOUTS ENJOY CAMP LIFE AT DOS CABEZAS SPRING

built an electronic metal locator, and
on one of the hottest days of the year
headed for Vallecito. The area of
our search was near a dry wash, and
we had covered but a few feet of the
surface when our locator indicated
ii mass of metal below. Forgetting
i he heat and the strenuous exertion,

we dug through packed dirt and
sand, removed enormous boulders,
and uncovered the remains of a
metal-bound trunk! Of Civil War
vintage? No. Just a modern trunk
not more than a dozen years old. We
never returned to take-up the search.

About 7.8 miles from Vallecito you

will see a brown-and-yellow post on
the left-side of the highway which in-
dicates the way to the site of the old
Palm Spring Stage Station. Close-by
another sign warns that the trail is
for four-wheel-drive vehicles only.
Normally, a standard car can make

Continued on page 24
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Standing beside an
abandoned gasoline pump
of bygone days, a pair of

timeless burros graze on
the scant grass of the

Indian country near
Mishongnovi, Arizona,

a Hopi town.

Down A Winter Road
- By JAMES TALLON -

Modern times have given us many advan-
tages over the Southwestern pioneer. A case
in point: the automobile. But, in spite of all the
vehicles on the freeways—and the motorists'
strong will to see our extraordinary Ameri-
can deserts—the relatively good roads leading
to remote places are notoriously vacant. Not
all these distant points of interest are the
choicest, but only a minority are worth pass-
ing by.

Along these sandy and sun-baked ways,
each discovery becomes a personal accomplish-
ment, and the fulfillment provided by the
seldom - disturbed spaciousness, peacefulness

and beauty goes unmeasured. The tidal wave
of population thunders on the shores of our
deserts, but is temporarily held back by the
flood wall of "waterless-ness."

Someday this yet unspoiled land will wear
the green of irrigation throughout, and bear
the many sounds of humanity. Then our
places to "get away from it all" will be only
a memory.

But that is tomorrow; today still offers a
solution to our quest for the unusual—the
great deserts and the roads that pass through
them.
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A visitor from the East walks
the rim of Coal Canyon,
enjoying this intimate brush
with the land's grandeur.
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A group of old wagon-wheel
bands "rest in peace"
against the corrugated wall
of a mine shack.

Dressed in its winter nakedness, a
cottonwood tree awaits the greenness of

spring—and the water that will come
flowing down the irrigation ditch. Ill
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By LANCE ROBBINS

YOUR PERSONAL SLICE
OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN

V After an 18-month recess, the Bureau of Land Management is
back in the business of auctioning-off 5-acre desert homesites
to the public . . .

. . . or — if you are imbued with the pioneering spirit — you
can try homesteading a larger portion of government land, but
the odds will be heavily against you.

AN 18-MONTH moratorium on
public filing, which enabled
the Bureau of Land Manage-

ment to process a backlog of 59,954
applications, ended in September.

Land offices are again accepting
applications from Americans wishing
to exercise the privilege once afforded
them by the Homestead Law. Most
of these applicants are doomed to
disappointment. There is virtually no
land left for appropriation under the
Agricultural Laws, outside of Alas-
ka. While there is still land left
which would produce good crops,
market surpluses, lack of investment
capital, and the big red flag, lack of
water, work against prospective en-
trymen to the extent that few at-
tempts are allowed and fewer still
succeed.

Most of us have a visual image of
homesteading as a great Western
movement that began and ended
with the covered wagon. However,
by virtue of the Homestead Act of
1862, homesteading still is possible
today, although for the reasons given
above, very little use can be made of
this old law.

While homesteading has become
veritably a thing of the past, there
is still public land available to Mr.
& Mrs. U. S., in the form of small
tracts of five-acres or less, offered
under authority of the Small Tract
Act of 1938. In Southern California
alone, more than 4000 tracts of non-
agricultural lands are available lor

sale at weekly auctions. These "Jack-
rabbit Homesteads" may be pur-
chased by any U. S. citizen or alien
who has filed for citizenship.

Average price for a Southern Cali-
fornia desert parcel (five-acres) is
$1000. The price range is $175 to
$2500. In late September, the BLM's
Riverside Office offered at auction
three tracts of land in the Palm1

Springs area — minimum bid, $4500
for five-acres.

The Riverside Office has a large
list of small tracts available in the
desert areas of Southern California.
Auctions of the tracts are held in the
Land Office (1414 8th Street) at 10
a.m. every Wednesday. Bids must
equal appraised value, or exceed it
by increments of S25, and all sales
are final, payment being made in
full. This is not "homesteading" in
the strict sense of the word—but it
is the best way to obtain a piece ol
Government land.

The public land records at River-
side are open for inspection from
10 to 3, Monday through Friday; in-
formation may be obtained from 7:45
a.m., to 4:15 p.m. weekdays. A
"Southern California Small Tract
Program" brochure, with maps and
information for small tract bidding
can be obtained by mail or in
person.

New BLM procedures not only
speed the individual's application
(before the Moratorium, some appli-
cations for small tracts were four

years old or older), they open the
desert door of opportunity to West-
ern states and local governments
which can now obtain public land
sites for school construction, hos-
pitals, treatment centers and research
facilities for $2.50 an acre.

Interior Secretary Stewart Udall
identifies this action as another step
toward encouraging the transfer of
suitable public land to public use
under state or local control. A pre-
vious administrative order opened-up
expansion of park and recreational
facilities by making public lands
available for these purposes to local
agencies at low cost.

It took our government many years
of bitter experience to discover that
eager would-be land-owners some-
times must be protected from them-
selves.

Following passage of The Home-
stead Act of 1862, a million and a
hall tracts were given to the Ameri-
can people. Hordes of ambitious
farmers flocked West after the Civil
War, many to find that complica-
tions lay in the way of their dreams.
The 160 acres allowed under the Act
were of varying values; much ol this
land, especially in the Southwest, was
too arid to cultivate in those pre-
mechanized times. Failure and loss
resulted.

An attempt at a solution was made
by President Grant in 1877 in the
form of the Desert Land Act. Recog-
nizing that irrigation was essential



THE HIGH DESERT, WHERE MUCH OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S FIVE-ACRE AUCTION ACTIVITY IS TAKING PLACE

for agriculture in most of this area,
the Act provided that a settler might
claim 320 acres if he conducted water
to the land. The law proved absurd;
it did not specify how much water,
and stockmen grabbed thousands of
acres with mere token fulfillment of
the law.

By 1900, Federal policy in reclaim-
ing arid lands was taking hold.
Money from sale of lands in l(> West-
ern states went into a revolving fund
lor irrigation projects.

The year 1902 saw the first Federal
irrigation programs: and the Taylor
Grazing Act of 1934, allowing lor
legulated use of public lands, did
much to counteract the difficulty of
making a success of desert homestead-
ing. The next stride forward came in
the form of the BLM's recent "mast-
er unit classification system" which

evaluates land on three counts: to-
pography; land use and tenure pat-
terns; and public values. By determ-
ining the land's suitability before
it is occupied, the government can
give a measure ol protection against
possible financial disaster on the part
the gullible or inexperienced would-
be homesteader.

There are three basic types of true
homestead possibilities in the Desert
Southwest today:

I. National Forest entry. If you
see a piece ol ground in a National
Forest which you think can be
farmed, you can request ihe Forest
Supervisor to have the land examined
to determine its suitability lot home-
steading. II the Forest Service rules
in your favor, you can procede with
the regular homestead steps.

2. Reclamation Homestead Entry.
A tract of land which can be farmed
by irrigation with water supplied by
a Federal reclamation project is eli-
gible for homestead entry. Applica-
tions must be cleared by the Bureau
ol Reclamation. Requirements for
irrigation and water charges are con-
dolled by that agency.

.">. Desert Land Law. You can ask
for entry on 320 acres under the
Desert Land Law, if you can prove
that the arid land you are filing on
is ol such character that it can be
irrigated and cultivated, and that
there is good reason to believe that
a permanent and sufficient supply of
water can be obtained lor the irri-
gable land covered by the application.
Before the entryman can obtain a

continued on page 33
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POGUE'S STATION SOUTH OF EUREKA, NEVADA. IN THE FOREGROUND IS THE WELL WHICH POGUE DUG BY HAND.

A Miser's Fortune
at Pogue's Station
By DUANE G. NEWCOMB

ADOBE TAKES a long time to crumple in the dry
desert of Nevada, which means — happily — that
the exact location of Pogue's Station near the

juncture of Nye, White Pine and Eureka counties is
easily found. Yet, even with this landmark as a guide,
lost treasure searchers since 1914 have failed to find the
fortune buried by Jim Pogue, "the rich miser of Pogue's
Station."

I first heard of the buried loot several years ago
while wandering about the Nevada desert. Bill Valen-
tine told the story, and he originally heard it from an
old prospector who was about to make another try for
the money.

Since then, Bill has picked-up quite a few details on
this tale from various sources throughout the state. In
fact, everyone he talked to who knew something about
Pogue was certain the treasure existed. The only thing
they could not agree on was how much the old rascal
had buried in the desert.

"The reason this fortune exists," Bill explained, "lies
in the strange personality of Jim Po^ue."

The stationmaster was a miserly man who distrusted
people. While some say he left behind very little, others
swear they saw at least $25,000 sitting around the place
—neatly packaged in bags. All agree that between 1911
and 1915, a great deal of money came into Pogue's
hands—and very, very little left.

This money has to be buried somewhere in the vicin-
ity of Pogue's Station on the flat stretch of desert be-
tween the Pancake and Fish Creek Ranges. This is a
semi-waterless piece of land with poor roads and very
few inhabitants. It is very much the same today as it
was in 1915, when Pogue passed away.

Where Pogue came from is not known; what is known
about the man is that he appeared in the area prior to
1911. One morning while riding toward Duckwater, he
was robbed by two men. Left to die on the desert, he
stumbled onto an unknown spring.



RELICS OF THE PAST REPOSE AGAINST STATION WALL

To DUCKWATER

With the canny eye of a shrewd businessman, Pogue
instantly realized the potential of his find. But, when
he announced that he was going to build a station near
the spring, the people in Eureka and Duckwater laughed.

"Laugh all you want," Pogue told them, "but I'll
have the last laugh—you'll see!" And with that he be-
g;m slapping together his empire with adobe mud and
bits of lumber.

After developing the water supply, he erected a sta-
tion, then a barn, corral, and several other buildings.
Next he contacted with the stage line and some of the
fieighters for the watering of their stock, and he even
began to develop a mine "somewhere in the hills."
Finally, as a master stroke, he talked Nye County into
paying him a daily fee for maintaining the public road
in front of his station.

And since this was the only possible relief point on
the state route linking Eureka and Duckwater, the money
began to roll in.

Pogue wasn't satisfied with merely making a living.
He had a water monopoly lor a distance of several miles
- a n d he made the most of it. He charged relatively
slilf prices for that day, considering what he gave in re-
turn: 25c a head for watering stock; 50c a meal; 50c to
spend the night on his property.

And Pogue kept his outgo to a bare minimum. For
food, he traded with the Indians. For stock feed, he
resorted to his warped genius by hanging tin cans along
the road to frighten the teams pulling hay wagons.
More than one bale of hay was scattered along the side
of the road when a frightened horse jerked away from
a tin can rattling in the breeze.

"Why should I pay for anything?" he asked. "The
Indians are willing to help out, and there's more than
enough hay spilled out there to take care of my needs."

"The only thing 1 ever saw him spend money for,"
Ed Halstead of Duckwater recalls, "was chewing to-
bacco. That was Pogue's trademark. There never was
a time when his chin wasn't dribbling tobacco juice."

"I'm not making a penny," Pogue used to complain.

But, the people he told this to just laughed. "Why, I
myself saw him take in at least $100 a day for several
summers," an oldtimer told me. "And I know he was
making money on the mine. I'd say $25,000 a year was
a pretty conservative estimate."

To all this, Pogue admitted nothing. He merely kept
grumbling about expenses. "I'm having it rough out
here," he would say. "Sometimes in winter 1 hardly



have two stages a month, and in the summer all they
want to do is cheat me out of my money."

Actually, Pogue was right, His place was so dirty,
the water so bad and the food so unpalatable, practi-
cally every customer felt honor-bound to try to cheat
Pogue out of his fee. But, there was nothing they
could do. He had the water, and that was that.

This state of affairs went on for three years, with
the trade increasing each year, and then a rumor be-
gan spreading that Pogue was burying his money in
the desert. Some of the residents of Duckwater told
stories of seeing the cash. Soon everyone was certain
Pogue was hiding thousands of dollars.

For a long time the story of Pogue's buried fortune
was simply a bit of local gossip, until the day an old
prospector digging in the hills behind the station un-
earthed a can of coins. He burst into town, crying out
that he had found part of Pogue's fortune—"and there
are thousands more out there just for the digging!"

Pogue had little to say. "It takes everything I make
to keep up this place," he snapped. "That money isn't
mine—it's just something that old fool dreamed up to
make me look ridiculous."

But his denials were to no avail, and some men from
town began a vigorous search. The shoveling and
scratching lasted two weeks, then most of the fortune
hunters returned to Duckwater.

In late 1913, two young men who had heard the
story (which by then had spread throughout the Great
Basin), appeared on the scene. If no one had uncover-
ed the money or the mine, they reasoned, then the
money must be in the mine. Find the mine and you
find the money. On a map they laid out a huge grid
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"WHY SHOULD I PAY ?" ASKED POGUE. ". . . THERE'S MORE THAN ENOUGH HAY SPILLED OUT THERE



THE MAN

IN THE LAST YEAR OF POGUE'S LIFE THE AUTOMOBILE MADE ITS PRESENCE
FELT, CUTTING INTO HIS BUSINESS OF WATERING AND FEEDING LIVESTOCK.
AT LEFT IS THE ONLY KNOWN PHOTO OF POGUE. BELOW: AN EARLY HUPMOBILE.

... AND HIS CHIEF NEMESIS

'

pattern, and then began their systematic search. They
covered square after square of desert until their search
brought them right to the station itself. Several times
Pogue came out to see them. He even sold them some
water and supplies. And when he finally discovered
what the two youths were up to, old Pogue just laughed.
"I don't have any money," he said. "Never will have
any."

After four months of fruitless effort, the two young
men left. Next summer, one of them returned and tried
lo work his way into Pogue's confidence. But the old
man was not about to be fooled. He trusted no one.
Besides, the appearance of the first automobiles in this
part of the Southwest was putting a real crimp in
Pogue's business. Because of the rotten conditions ex-
isting at his station, local residents were more than
happy to eliminate the stop. As the stages began to fall
off, so did business at Pogue's. He was in no mood to
humor those bending their efforts to rob him of his
savings.

The end came on May 15, 1915. Pogue died and not
a penny was found! Three days later, he was given a
free burial by Eureka County.

Perhaps the search should have ended there—but it
didn't. Two years later a group of men from Duck-
water discovered a few coins under some rocks near
the station, and the news reverberated to every corner

of Nevada. The search was on once again. One of the
station's adobe walls was torn out, and every foot of the
desert for hundreds of yards was combed.

This flurry lasted three months, and once again
subsided.

In 1936, John Hoyt, a prospector from Southern Cali-
fornia, was searching an area east of the ruins, and
fell into a five-foot-deep hole. At his feet was a box-
containing $1 1 and a scrap of paper. Encouraged, Hoyt
dug deeper—but found nothing more.

"It was like Pogue laughing at Hoyt from the grave,"
Bill Valentine was saying. "From what I've learned
about the old man, he was the kind who would have
gone to great lengths to make sure no one on earth
would derive any good from his money.

It boils down to what one of Duckwater's oldtimers
told me: "Pogue couldn't have spent the money. He
didn't send it away. He wasn't robbed. And he didn't
leave the area. So, one of these days somebody's going
to be digging out there in the desert, and he'll come
across the biggest darn fortune you ever saw. And
that's a fact!"

The starting point, of course, is the station. The
search area has to be within four miles radius of the
place, for Pogue was always on hand when it came
to tending his business. / / /
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